



[image: image]








[image: ]







Read this first


If, like me, you usually skip introductions, don’t! Read on! You need to know how Fast Portuguese with Elisabeth Smith works and why. You’ll want to know how you are going to speak Portuguese in just six weeks.


When I decided to write this series I first called it Barebones, because 
that’s what you want: no frills, no fuss, just the bare bones and go! 
So in Fast Portuguese with Elisabeth Smith you’ll find:




	Only 475 words to say, well … nearly everything.


	No tricky grammar – just some useful tips.


	No time wasters such as the pen of my aunt…


	No phrase book phrases for when you lose a crown from your front tooth while doing the city tour of Lisbon.


	No need to be perfect. Mistakes won’t spoil your success.





I’ve put some 30 years of teaching experience into this course. 
I know how people learn. I also know how long they are motivated by a new project before the boredom sets in (a few weeks). And I am well aware how little time they can spare to study each day (about ½ hour). That’s why you’ll complete Fast Portuguese with Elisabeth Smith in six weeks and get away with 35 minutes a day.


Of course there is some learning to do, but I have tried to make it as much fun as possible. You’ll meet Tom and Kate Walker on holiday in Portugal. They do the kind of things you need to know about: shopping, eating out and getting about. They chat to the locals, ask a lot of questions and even understand the answers – most of the time! As you will note, Tom and Kate speak Portuguese all the time, even to each other. What paragons of virtue!


To get the most out of this course, there are only three things you really should do:




	Follow the Day-by-day guide as suggested. Please don’t skip bits and short-change your success. Everything is there for a reason.


	If you are a complete beginner and have only bought the book, treat yourself to the recording as well. It will help you to speak faster and with confidence.


	Don’t skip the next page (How this book works). It’s essential for your success.





When you have filled in your Certificate and can speak Fast Portuguese with Elisabeth Smith, I would like to hear from you. Why not visit my website www.elisabeth-smith.co.uk, e-mail me at elisabeth.smith@hodder.co.uk, or write to me care of Hodder Education, 338 Euston Road, London, NW1 3BH?


And please join me on:


[image: ] Facebook at www.facebook.com/elisabethsmithlanguages
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How this book works


Fast Portuguese with Elisabeth Smith has been structured for your rapid success. This is how it works:


Day-by-day guide Stick to it. If you miss a day, add one.


Dialogues Follow Tom and Kate through Portugal. The English of Weeks 1–3 is in ‘Portuguese-speak’ to get you tuned in. ‘Portuguese-speak’ is English imitating the expressions and word order of Portuguese: We have a house big without telephone. You’ll soon 
get a feel for the language.


New words Don’t fight them, don’t skip them – learn them! The Flash sentences and the recording will help you. Get your friends or family to test you.


Good news grammar After you read it you can forget half and still succeed. That’s why it’s good news.


Flash sentences Read about these building blocks in the Flash Sentences sections. Then use them. They’ll reduce learning time by 50%.


Learn by heart Obligatory! Memorizing puts you on the fast track to speaking in full sentences. When you know all six pieces you’ll be able to speak in Portuguese for six minutes without drawing breath.


Let’s speak Portuguese You will be doing the talking – in Portuguese.


Let’s speak more Portuguese – fast and fluently Optional extras for more speaking practice without pausing and stumbling.


Spot the keys Listen to rapid Portuguese and make sense of it. Find the key words among a seemingly unintelligible string of sentences and get the gist of what’s being said – an essential skill.


Say it simply Learn how to use simple Portuguese to say what you want to say. Don’t be shy.


Test your progress Mark your own test and be amazed by the result.


Answers This is where you’ll find the answers to the exercises.
[image: ] This icon asks you to listen to the audio, available to buy in store or online.


Pronunciation If you don’t know about it and don’t have the recording go straight to Week 1 Pronunciation. You need to know about pronunciation before you can start Week 1.


Progress chart At the end of each week record your test score on the progress chart, which you can download at: www.teachyourselfrextra.com.


Dictionary Forgotten one of the new words? Look it up in the dictionary.


Certificate You can download your certificate at: www.teachyourselfrextra.com. In six weeks it will have your name on it.




Progress chart


At the end of each week record your test score on the progress chart below.


At the end of the course throw out your worst result – anybody can have a bad week – and add up your five best weekly scores. Divide the total by five to get your average score and overall course result. Write your result – outstanding excellent, very good or good – on your Certificate.
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Week 1


Day-by-day guide


Study for 35 minutes a day – or a little longer if you can!


Day zero




	Open the book and read Read this first.


	Now read How this book works.





Day one




	Read In the aeroplane.


	Listen to/Read No avião.


	Listen to/Read the New words, then learn some of them.





Day two




	Repeat No avião and the New words.


	Listen to/Read Pronunciation.


	Learn more New words.





Day three




	Learn all the New words until you know them well.


	Cut out the 22 Flash words and use them to help you.


	Read and learn the Good news grammar.





Day four




	Read the 10 Flash Sentences and than say them out loud.


	Listen to/Read Learn by heart.





Day five




	Listen to/Read Let’s speak Portuguese.


	Revise! Tomorrow you’ll be testing your progress.





Day six




	Listen to/Read Let’s speak more Portuguese (optional).


	Listen to/Read Let’s speak Portuguese – fast and fluently (optional).


	Translate Test your progress.





Day seven – This is your day off!


In the aeroplane


Tom and Kate Walker are off to Portugal. They board a plane to Faro via Lisbon and squeeze past a fellow passenger who is sitting in their row.






	Tom

	Excuse me, we have (the) seats 9a and 9b.






	Paulo

	Oh yes, a moment please.






	Tom

	Hello. I am Tom Walker and this is my wife, Kate.






	Paulo

	Good day. My name is Boa-morte.






	Tom

	Luís Boa-morte, the footballer?






	Paulo

	No, unfortunately not! I am called Paulo Boa-morte.






	Tom

	We are going to Faro. And you, (Sir)?






	Paulo

	Well, I am going to Lisbon, but I am from (the) Porto.






	Tom

	From (the) Porto? Well, I was in (the) Porto in May. It is very lovely. I was there for my work.






	Paulo

	What is it that you do?






	Tom

	I work in computing. I work for (the) Unilever.






	Paulo

	And you? What is it that you do?






	Kate

	I worked in a travel agency. I now work for (the) Rover. It is better.






	Paulo

	Are you from London?






	Kate

	No, we are from Manchester. We were three years in London and a year in New York. Now we work in Birmingham.






	Paulo

	I worked for (the) Shell. Now I am at the Bank of Portugal.






	Tom

	How is the work at the bank? Good?






	Paulo

	The job is boring, but the money is good. I have a house big, a Mercedes and four children. My wife is American. She has parents in Los Angeles and a girlfriend in Florida and is always on the telephone. It costs a lot of money!






	Kate

	Now we are on holiday. You, (Sir) too?






	Paulo

	Unfortunately not. We have holidays in September. We are going to Madeira – but without the children. We have there a house without telephone, and we go there without mobile!







No avião
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Tom and Kate Walker are off to Portugal. They board a plane to Faro via Lisbon and squeeze past a fellow passenger who is sitting in their row.






	Tom

	Desculpe, temos os lugares nove a e nove b.






	Paulo

	Ah sim, um momento se faz favor.






	Tom

	Olá. Sou Tom Walker e esta é a minha esposa, Kate.






	Paulo

	Bom dia. O meu nome é Boa-morte.






	Tom

	Luís Boa-morte, o futebolista?






	Paulo

	Não, infelizmente não! Chamo-me Paulo Boa-morte.






	Tom

	Nós vamos para Faro, e o senhor?






	Paulo

	Pois, eu vou para Lisboa, mas sou do Porto.






	Tom

	Do Porto? Pois estive no Porto em Maio. É muito bonito. Estive lá em trabalho.






	Paulo

	O que é que faz?






	Tom

	Trabalho em informática. Trabalho para a Unilever.






	Paulo

	E a senhora, o que é que faz?






	Kate

	Trabalhava numa agência de viagens. Agora trabalho para a Rover. É melhor.






	Paulo

	São de Londres?






	Kate

	Não, somos de Manchester. Estivemos três anos em Londres e um ano em Nova Iorque. Agora trabalhamos em Birmingham.






	Paulo

	Eu trabalhei para a Shell. Agora estou no Banco de Portugal.






	Tom

	Como é o trabalho no banco? Bom?






	Paulo

	O trabalho é chato, mas o dinheiro é bom. Tenho uma casa grande, um Mercedes e quatro filhos. A minha esposa é americana. Tem os pais em Los Ângeles, e uma amiga na Florida e está sempre ao telefone. Custa muito dinheiro!






	Kate

	Agora estamos de férias. O senhor também?






	Paulo

	Infelizmente não. Temos férias em Setembro. Vamos para a Madeira, mas sem os filhos. Temos lá uma casa sem telefone, e vamos para lá sem telemóvel!







New words
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em; no, na in, on/in, on the


o avião the aeroplane


desculpe excuse me


temos we have


os lugares the seats


a, b say ‘uh’, ‘bay’


e and


sim yes


um momento a moment


se faz favor please (if you please)


olá hello


sou I am


este/esta/isto this (by itself)


é is


a minha esposa my wife


bom dia good day, good morning


o meu nome é… my name is…


não no, not


infelizmente unfortunately


chamo-me I am called


nós we


vamos we go/are going, let’s go!


para to, for


o/a/os/as the


o senhor/a senhora you (sing. male/female) also Sir, Mr, the gentleman/Madam, Mrs, the lady


pois… well…


eu I


vou I go/am going


mas but


de; do, da from, of; from the, of the


estive I was/have been


Maio May


É he/she/it is, you (sing.) are


muito very, much, a lot


bonito/a pretty, lovely


lá there


em trabalho on business, for my company


o trabalho the work


o que what, that


o que é que faz? what do you do?


trabalho I work


a informática the computing


(o computador) (the computer)


(trabalhei), trabalhava (I (have) worked), I was working


numa in a


a agência de viagens the travel agency


agora now


melhor better


são you (pl.)/they are


somos we are


estivemos we were


três three


o ano, os anos the year, the years


um/uma a, one


trabalhamos we work


estou I am


o Banco de Portugal the Bank of Portugal


como how


bom/boa good


chato/a boring


o dinheiro the money


tenho I have


uma casa a house


grande big


quarto four


os filhos the children


americano/a American


tem he/she/it has, you (sing.) have


os pais the parents


uma amiga a (female) friend


está is


sempre always


ao telefone on the telephone


custa it costs


estamos we are


de ferias on holiday(s)


também also, too


Setembro September


sem without


o telefone, telefonar the telephone, to telephone
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Some easy extras


Os meses (the months of the year)


Janeiro, Fevereiro, Março, Abril, Maio, Junho, Julho, Agosto, Setembro, Outubro, Novembro, Dezembro


Números (numbers)
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More greetings





	
boa tarde good afternoon


	
boa noite good evening/night





	
até logo bye, until later


	
adeus goodbye (for longer absence)







Pronunciation
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If Portuguese pronunciation is new to you the recording will really help you. But if you are good at languages, or would like a refresher, here are the basic rules:


First the vowels


The word in brackets gives you an example of the sound. Say the sound out loud and then the Portuguese examples out loud.


When you listen to Portuguese being spoken some of the sounds seem to vary a little from the example you find in the brackets. Don’t worry about it. When you try to copy the sounds, near enough is good enough.






	a

	(cat)

	vamos, para, mas, casa






	e

	(best)

	é, três, temos, sempre
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