















Build a Pond for Food & Fun


by D.J. Young





Introduction


The farm or homestead fishpond slowly is gaining recognition for what it actually can be: a multi-valued asset. It finally is proving itself; it is proving that it can provide fish and recreation for the entire family, plus some surplus for friends and neighbors; or some surplus to sell, if it is large enough and properly managed. In addition to its primary purpose of raising fish, it can be a source of water for irrigating the garden, the orchard, watering cattle…even water for firefighting in case of an emergency.


Many times fishponds have been tried and termed "unproductive — not worth the effort and expense." The reasons for failure can be traced to poor pond construction, based on bad advice or no advice. Productive fishponds are the result of following good and proper planning. Like constructing a home, there are proven, effective designs. Not every house plan will provide the comforts desired; not every fishpond plan will support fish.


Construction expertise in the field of aquaculture lies with the USDA Soil Conservation Service, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, and the fish and wildlife services of the various States.


Regrettably, in spite of this expertise we produce less than 3 percent of our fish needs through aquaculture, while the world output has more than doubled during the past five years. Some countries produce nearly 40 percent of their total needs. We apparently are not taking advantage of one of our natural resources.


With the available expertise, the United States can do as well as the rest of the world; the farm family can do better. It can produce well over 50 percent of its fish needs. This bulletin is designed to help the farm family or homesteader increase that productivity.


Many farms or homesteads have natural ponds that can be converted into productive fishponds. In this bulletin you will find diagrams to show you how this can be done. Other farms have excellent sites for building man-made fishponds. You also will find here plans and suggestions to help you build it right the first time. Productive fishponds are not accidents; they don’t just happen.


A well planned and constructed fishpond will pay for itself in time It will add to the economy by furnishing food for the family, as well as providing recreation. It can serve as a pond for fishing, a swimming pool in summer, or as an ice skating rink in winter in northern regions where water freezes to a sufficient thickness. A fishpond, in addition to being a sound and basic instrument of resource management, is a means of improving property value.





Selecting the Site


The most important part of any plan for constructing your fishpond is selecting the proper site. This decision will determine the initial cost, maintenance cost, productivity, utility and life of the pond.


First, you need a basin that will hold water. The best water-holding areas are small depressed valleys or wet land areas that are not suited for crop cultivation. Most such areas will be found to have the necessary water-holding qualities.


If your farm or homestead does not have such areas, make certain that the soil in the site you select will hold water without excess seepage. Unless you are an expert in the field, don’t trust your own judgment; it may be a waste of time, effort and money. The Soil Conservation Service is at your service in such matters. It will make the necessary tests, borings, etc., then advise you if the soil at the prospective site has the necessary impervious characteristics.


The use you will make of the pond also should determine the location, where there is a choice of locations. If it is to be used mainly for stocking fish, swimming in summer, or ice skating in winter, it is best located near the home. If it can be located near the home, you may wish to install a dry hydrant for use of the water for fire protection or for irrigating the garden during periods of drought.


The available water supply certainly will be a determining factor in your site location. The best and least expensive water source is from a natural watershed, usually found at the head of depressed valleys or wet areas. Such water sources in most cases will preclude locating the pond near the home. On the other hand, if well water is used, the best choice may be near the home because that is the location of most wells.
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