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street art by Benno Anaya in Oranjestad







[image: image]

brilliantly hued flamboyan flowers








DISCOVER Aruba


5 TOP EXPERIENCES


Planning Your Trip


The Best of Aruba


LOCAL CULTURE


Best Water Sports


BEST BETS FOR THE BUDGET-CONSCIOUS


Romantic Rendezvous


FAMILY FUN


Explore the Outback




[image: Image]


kayakers.





Look out the window when coming in for a landing on Aruba, and you’ll be struck by the contrast between the intense blue of the Caribbean Sea and the snowy white of the beaches. “Aruba is right next door to heaven,” is how one longtime visitor describes it.


Some of the most stunning beaches in the Caribbean line the west coast of the island, with turquoise waters as calm as any lake at spots like Palm Beach and Eagle Beach. Lined by resorts from the intimate to the grand, these areas offer a wealth of eateries, shops, and casinos.


But a visit to Aruba isn’t complete without exploring beyond the beaches and hotels. Adventures await in every direction. At Arikok National Park you’ll find hiking trails, native species, and incredible geological formations, including Conchi (Natural Pool), a dramatic spot for swimming created by cooled lava rock. On the north coast you’ll encounter a lunar landscape of coral rock and pillow basalt, while spume from the crashing waves surges high. Also rife for exploration are the island’s caves, dunes, rock formations, and coves.


The best part about Aruba is that there’s little divide between island dwellers and visitors. Don’t be surprised to find a table of islanders sitting right next to you at a resort restaurant or casino any night of the week. This congenial relationship with vacationers has made Aruba the most popular repeat destination in the Caribbean.
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Aruba can be a tranquil respite from the hustle and bustle of everyday existence, or each day can offer exciting new natural and cultural experiences. The richness and variety of this “One Happy Island” can fulfill the vacation needs of honeymooners, singles, families, and adventurers. This is a place where modern luxury and the rugged landscape exist side by side. Your Aruban vacation can be whatever you want it to be—the choice is yours.
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Aruban sunset
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flamingos on Renaissance Island
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Aruban architecture.
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kitesurfer









5 TOP EXPERIENCES
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1 Bask on the Beach: Aruba’s soft sands and turquoise waters will take your breath away.
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2 Plan Your Romantic Rendezvous: With secluded retreats, waterfront restaurants, spectacular sunsets, and relaxing diversions, Aruba offers the ideal getaway for lovers.
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3 Explore Arikok National Park: Aruba’s largest national preserve occupies 18 percent of the island and encompasses numerous trails, caves, the island’s highest point, native flora and fauna, and attractions like Conchi (Natural Pool).
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4 Engage in Local Culture: Celebrate with locals at festivals like Carnival and dine on delicious cuisine drawing from Aruba’s Caribbean roots and diverse communities.
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5 Get Active in the Water: From kitesurfing to snorkeling, scuba diving, and deep-sea fishing, the island offers a water activity for everyone.






Planning Your Trip



Where to Go


Aruba measures only 186.5 square kilometers (72 square mi), merely a speck on a map of the Caribbean. A single main road, 1A, allows visitors to drive from the California Lighthouse on its northwest point to Baby Beach at the southeast tip. An ordinary rental car will suffice for traveling to these easily accessible sights, but if you’re planning to take in more rural spots on the island, such as Conchi (Natural Pool) or Andicuri Beach, a 4WD vehicle will serve you better and enhance the experience. Allow at least a day for touring the main sights, and two if you want to see everything. Organized tours provide an introduction to the island and the lay of the land, but there is much to see beyond their limited schedules.


If you plan to stay at the major hotels in Eagle Beach-Manchebo Beach and Palm Beach and travel no farther than Oranjestad, then Arubus, the mass transit system, is the way to go. Nearly every hotel has a bus stop that will take you to the main terminal in town. Service is frequent and the vehicles are modern, clean, and comfortable.


Oranjestad


Aruba’s capital offers visitors a taste of authentic island life. Playa, as it is also known, boasts quaint side streets interwoven with major shopping avenues. Right next to malls with designer shops, town residents still live in homes from the 18th century. Aruba’s history and culture are on display here in museums such as the National Archaeological Museum Aruba (NAMA) or the Aruba Historical Museum. Wind down your day with superb dining and casino play.
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Oranjestad





Oranjestad also features a harbor filled with deep-sea fishing boats; the major Renaissance Resort; and many attractive guesthouses. Some local beaches, like Surfside and Druif, are practically deserted during the week and fill up with islanders on weekends.


Eagle Beach and Manchebo Beach


This resort area offers a tranquil getaway. Miles of beaches are shaded by large copses of sea grape. In many spots, at certain times of day, a visitor can settle down, look around, and not see a soul. The apartment-style resorts are well suited to families. The Divi Links golf course is surrounded by a beautiful resort, so golfers can roll out of bed to an early tee time. Organized activities for kids, such as arts and crafts, scavenger hunts, pool games, and contests keep the whole family happy. Close proximity to Oranjestad allows history buffs and shoppers easy access to museums and designer stores.


Palm Beach, Malmok, and Noord


Palm Beach is one of the most popular places on the island for lounging on the beach and nightlife. Restaurants, casinos, and clubs sit next to glamorous resorts. It is the center of every water activity imaginable: sailing, snorkeling, scuba diving off the Antilla shipwreck, tubing, deep-sea fishing, parasailing, windsurfing, and Seaworld Explorer. Family fun is close by at the exhilarating Butterfly Farm and Philip’s Animal Garden.
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snorkeling Aruba’s waters





North Coast


The dramatic, craggy north coast sharply contrasts Aruba’s tranquil western shores. Follow the spectacular coast trail in a 4WD vehicle or UTV to find secluded coves for surfing. Off-road adventurers enjoy traversing the Aruban outback for a trip back in time. Horseback tours, provided by stables such as Rancho Loco, weave through the dramatic coastal formations. Befriend a giant bird at the Aruba Ostrich Farm or do some rock climbing at Ayo and explore the Bushiribana Gold Ruin.


The challenging Tierra Del Sol Country Club and Golf Course borders the coastal road. A beacon to the northwest point, the California Lighthouse can be visited by car and on mountain bike and Segway tours.
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California Lighthouse







[image: image]

Aruba’s Carnival parade








Santa Cruz, Paradera, and Piedra Plat


Aruba’s inland residential areas of Santa Cruz, Paradera, and Piedra Plat are home to interesting rock formations, native architecture, and inexpensive guesthouses, all allowing visitors to immerse themselves in authentic island life. Santa Cruz borders Aruba’s national park, protecting indigenous flora and fauna.


Hikers find just what they love on the trails of Arikok National Park. Make the trek to Aruba’s highest point, Seroe Jamanota, or visit Conchi (Natural Pool), within the preserve, the best example of the dramatic lava rock formations on Aruba. This is horseback and UTV country. Easy spelunking can be found in Quadirikiri and Fontein Caves on the far side of the park. Meet local fauna at the Donkey Sanctuary or go rock climbing among formations at Casibari. Collectors can sift through antiques at Rococo Plaza in Paradera.


San Nicolas, Savaneta, and Pos Chiquito


The unspoiled and secluded coves of Aruba’s eastern end are favorite spots for kitesurfers, sunbathers, and snorkelers. The south side is known for pristine beaches with stunning turquoise seas. A barrier reef following the coast is home to some of the island’s best scuba spots.


Meet and interact with islanders at authentic local fish restaurants along the shore. The Museum of Industry and San Nicolas Community Museum provide fascinating glimpses into, respectively, the economic development of San Nicolas and its multicultural community. On the outskirts of the town is the spiritually atmospheric Lourdes Grotto.



Before You Go



High and Low Seasons


Unlike resort destinations at more northern latitudes, Aruba has the advantage of eternal summer, with little change between the seasons. The most expensive peak travel time is December 15-April 15. This is also when the island is most crowded. Room rates are lowest in September and early October, when visitors can walk into any restaurant without a reservation and enjoy a deserted beach. Other surprisingly quiet times are the 10 days before Christmas and the week after New Year’s. The spectacular pageantry of Carnival dominates Aruba from the first weekend in January until Ash Wednesday (Feb.-early Mar.). The last two weeks in particular are filled with parades and musical events.


Passports, Visas, and Vaccinations


Valid current passports are required for visitors from the United States and Canada. Aruban immigration requires that officials see a return ticket upon arrival. An Embarkation-Disembarkation form, or ED-Card, is issued to visitors on the plane prior to arrival to fill in and give to Aruban immigration. Nationals of most countries are required to have a visa to enter Aruba. Besides the United States and Canada, exemptions are made for the European Union’s Schengen countries, the United Kingdom, Ireland, and Colombian and Jamaican nationals coming from the United States with valid U.S. residence permits or U.S. visas.


Transportation


Aruba’s Reina Beatrix International Airport has daily flights from the United States and Canada. Several cruise ship lines include Oranjestad Harbor on their agenda. Once on the island, visitors will find ample, if pricey, taxis. It is easy to rent mopeds, cars, and jeeps, or arrange minibuses to chauffeur large groups. Some are equipped for people with disabilities. None of the major hotels provide airport shuttle service, so taxis are the most common means of transfer. A strip of car rental agencies is just outside the airport arrivals terminal. The public bus system, Arubus, also serves major resorts and residential areas. Buses stop frequently in front of the hotels to take visitors to Oranjestad. For touring, readily available options are UTVs, 4WDs, Segways, and Harley-Davidson motorcycles. For visits over major holiday weeks, make car rental reservations well in advance. If you plan to spend your week relaxing on the beach, it is not really necessary to rent a car; nightlife and diverse dining options are within easy walking distance of most resorts.
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cruise ship
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Baby Beach
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enjoying drinks at Bugaloe beach bar and grill





The Best of Aruba


Aruba’s principal attractions are its gorgeous beaches and azure waters. Still, it is worth traveling beyond the beaches to explore the unique topography of the island and its culture. Main tourist areas offer myriad choices for dining and nightlife, but you will also find excellent eateries in less-trafficked places. Free musical entertainment can be had at several venues. The most stunning show, however, is the colorful sunset along Aruba’s western shore. Hotel beach bars and independent lounges offer happy-hour prices while you enjoy this spectacle, which can segue into a romantic dinner right on the beach.


Day 1


After you have settled into your accommodations, run down to the beach to savor the sunset while taking advantage of happy hour. Look for 2-for-1 cocktails at most hotel bars and nearby cafés. If you’re staying in the Palm Beach area, try Bugaloe at the end of the De Palm Pier. If you’re staying in the Manchebo Beach area, enjoy a gourmet fresh fish entrée beachside at Ricardo’s in the Aruba Beach Club.


After hours, take in some free live music at Palm Beach’s Arawak Gardens, Fusion Wine and Piano Bar in the Alhambra Shopping Bazaar, or at the bandstand by the water at the Renaissance Marketplace in Oranjestad. If it’s a weekend, find a great band and fun crowd at Café Chaos across the street from Renaissance Marketplace or at South Beach Lounge in Palm Beach.


Day 2


On Sunday, check out the luxurious brunch at Windows on Aruba at the Divi Links or all you can eat waffles and pancakes at Ché Bar in Palm Beach. Enjoy an exhilarating morning stroll or jog along the paths parallel to Eagle Beach or following the shore from the Marriott to Malmok. If you prefer, refresh your chi with yoga on the beach at the Manchebo Beach Resort. For a true introduction to pampering and relaxation, Okeanos Spa will take you out to Renaissance Island for a treatment in their private cove.


After breakfast, head over to the Butterfly Farm in Palm Beach for your first real outing—it won’t be your last visit; all subsequent trips to the farm for the week are free. Butterflies are most active in the morning. Those eager to learn to snorkel or dive should join a sailing and snorkeling tour. Dive operators like Dive Aruba will have you exploring under the water in a few short hours. Quick morning courses allow novices to dive at one of the easier dive sites around the west coast, or snorkelers can enjoy a trip to the Antilla shipwreck and Arashi Beach.
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the Butterfly Farm
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historic buildings in Oranjestad








Share a romantic dinner on the beach at Elements at the Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort, or book a private sail and dinner for two on the Tranquilo. Afterward, stroll along the Palm Beach promenade for some souvenir shopping. Stay until late to party at Gusto.


Day 3


Catch a bus to Oranjestad for the day. Explore the landmark buildings that house the National Archaeological Museum Aruba (NAMA) and the Aruba Historical Museum located within Fort Zoutman.


Check out a charming lunch spot with a view of the harbor at The Paddock, or meet island movers and shakers at their favorite power lunch restaurant Aquarius. Break up the day by indulging in an underwater adventure on the Atlantis Submarines. For dinner, enjoy authentic regional cuisine at Excelencia, or a romantic meal on the water at Pinchos Grill and Bar.


Day 4


Today, get away from both beach and town and do some touring with Madi’s Magical Tours, a highly personalized, unique safari tour with a dawn trip to Conchi (Natural Pool) on the north coast. From there, Madi can take you on an outback adventure lasting all or part of a day.
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Conchi, the Natural Pool
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fish course at Senses








You can also choose to rent a 4WD vehicle to tour on your own: Start the day by watching the sunrise from the California Lighthouse. From there, head down the north coast road, or make your way back to Noord and take in such sights as Alto Vista Chapel, Philip’s Animal Garden, and Santa Ana Church. Venturing farther along the coast in a 4WD, follow the gravel road to the Bushiribana Gold Ruin and the Aruba Ostrich Farm. After scrambling around the Ayo Rock Formation, explore the countryside even further on horseback with Gold Mine Ranch.


Unwind from an exhausting day of touring with a sunset “toes in the sand” dinner at Pure Ocean at the Divi Phoenix Beach Resort in Palm Beach.


Day 5


Enjoy a day of hiking or horseback riding in Arikok National Park and the caves and coves beyond. A hearty but inexpensive breakfast of arepas can be had at Cheo’s Corner in Paseo Herencia Shopping Mall in Palm Beach before you venture out into the wilds. Paved roads within the park allow exploration by car, or park rangers can guide you on various hiking paths, such as Cunucu Arikok Trail, or to the summit of Seroe Jamanota. A trek to Conchi (Natural Pool) will take up a morning or nearly the entire day. Enjoy a lunch of authentic Aruban cuisine at Urataka Center on the road leading to the park. Call Rancho Loco if you’d prefer to take the tour on horseback.


If you booked online months in advance, you can savor a gourmet dinner at Senses, in the Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort. This is a long, full, and entertaining evening of socializing with the chef and sommelier while watching them prepare a delicious dinner.


Day 6


Try one of Oranjestad’s many early-morning eateries, such as Smit & Dorlas Coffee House. Drive to San Nicolas to soak in the scenery of “Sunrise City” and experience a real Caribbean town. Take a dip at Baby Beach or Roger’s Beach, two of the most beautiful inlets on Aruba. You can also set up diving or snorkeling trips in this area with JADS Dive Shop. While in San Nicolas, don’t miss out on an excellent lunch at the picturesque O’Niel Caribbean Kitchen.
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Baby Beach
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festive scene at The Village mall flea market








On the way back from San Nicolas, stop at Zeerover, on the water in Savaneta, for fresh fish island-style, an authentic Caribbean experience. From there, you can easily stop at Mangel Halto for a relaxing swim. For a full day of water fun, families can skip the excursion in favor of the Aruba Waterpark off the Oranjestad-Santa Cruz road. They have a nice kitchen featuring local cuisine and barbecue.


Returning from the south side of the island takes you past the Orange Mall on the Sasaki Highway, which houses Red Fish restaurant, an affordably priced haven for fresh-caught fish and island cuisine.


Day 7


Dig into a buffet breakfast at La Vista to fuel up for windsurfing or kitesurfing lessons with Aruba Active Vacations. For a real thrill, try Skydive Aruba in the field across the road from the windsurfing center. Scuba is a no-no less than 24 hours before departure, but sailing and snorkeling are always an option. Try something really different by exploring the south shore with Aruba Kayak Adventures, which includes lunch, or opt for a customized surfing tour with Aruba Surf School.


In the evening hours you can pick up some last-minute souvenirs and explore the hot spots at Arawak Gardens. It is also a good time to give in and buy that pair of earrings that caught your fancy at Gemstones International on the Palm Beach strip or go back for one of the exquisite handcrafted accessories at The Village mall’s flea market. Combine shopping with some island history and culture while enjoying the Waltzing Waters at Paseo Herencia Shopping Mall. Finish the day at Kalin’s in Palm Beach Plaza for tasty Mexican food, giant drinks, and some of the friendliest staff on the island.




TOP EXPERIENCE


Local Culture


Islanders love to share their culture and traditions with visitors, particularly around holidays and during Carnival season.


MUSEUMS


National Archaeological Museum Aruba


A number of digs has resulted in a huge collection of ceramics and artifacts linked to the prehistoric inhabitants of Aruba.


Aruba Historical Museum


This museum is housed in Fort Zoutman and provides an overview of the cultural development of the island through prehistoric, colonial, and modern times.
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Aruba Historical Museum





Museum of Industry


In one of Aruba’s landmark water towers, this museum houses artifacts and interactive exhibits to portray the island’s economic development and the individuals who contributed to it.


San Nicolas Community Museum


Located inside the picturesque Nicolaas Store, a protected island landmark, this museum is dedicated to the multicultural nature of Aruba’s “Sunrise City,” San Nicolas.


FESTIVALS AND EVENTS


Carnival


Lasting from early January to Ash Wednesday, Carnival season includes spectacular parades and original music, flaunting island culture at its loudest and most jubilant.


Betico Day


January 25 is the birthday of one of Aruba’s most celebrated statesmen, Gilberto Francois “Betico” Croes, and features a show in Plaza Betico Croes accompanied by food and handicrafts.


Himno y Bandera Day


Celebrating Aruban independence means a flurry of festivities for days prior to the March 18 event.


Caribbean Sea Jazz Festival


The last weekend in September means two nights of local, regional, and international artists performing innovative music at bargain prices.


Paseo Herencia Shopping Mall Cultural Shows


Six nights a week, Paseo Herencia in Palm Beach hosts a free cultural show beginning at 8pm, with each night highlighting some aspect of local modern or folkloric dance and music.


Bon Bini Festival


Every Tuesday evening at Fort Zoutman, the Bon Bini Festival provides a taste of Carnival, with a focus on folkloric dance, music, and traditions.






Best Water Sports



TOP EXPERIENCE


Sailing and Snorkeling Cruises


OCTOPUS CRUISES


As the only tour boat in Aruba without a motor, Octopus Cruises offers an authentic sailing experience, with snorkeling stops at sites where the fish flock as well as one of the most impressive wrecks in the Caribbean, the Antilla, when conditions permit.
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Octopus Cruises offers various boating options.





TRANQUILO


Enjoy “toes in the water” sailing on the beautiful ketch Tranquilo, which tours Aruba’s south side snorkel sites. This is one of the few boats that runs all-day trips—and the only one offering the personal expertise and congenial presence of Captain Anthony and his family.


Scuba Diving


DIVE ARUBA


Personal service, customized to experience and ability, is the Dive Aruba trademark. Veteran dive master Clive Paula takes experienced divers to out-of-the-way sites.


JADS DIVE SHOP


JADS provides courses for novices and regularly scheduled tours for certified divers. The instructors and dive masters are friendly and capable.


Windsurfing, Kitesurfing, and Surfing


ARUBA ACTIVE VACATIONS


Develop a windsurfing obsession with the congenial instructors at Aruba Active Vacations, one of the best outfitters on the island, with a large inventory of equipment designed for surfers of all abilities.
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Skilled kitesurfers jump the sandbars.





ARUBA SURF SCHOOL


Instructor Dennis Martinez is passionate about surfing and customizes lessons to his students’ abilities and experience, scouting out the best surf on any given day.


Parasailing, Tubing, Banana Boats, and WaveRunners


FUN 4 EVERY 1


In front of the Riu Palace resort, Fun 4 Every 1 has four boats for tubing, parasailing, and banana boat rides.


NATIVE DIVERS WATERSPORTS


Native Divers Watersports pays attention to safety while providing a fun time for the whole family, whether you’re interested in a banana boat ride or parasailing.


Deep-Sea Fishing


The principal departure points for fishing boats are Oranjestad Harbor and Hadicurari Pier, at the north end of Palm Beach. Crews clean your catch and take it to a recommended restaurant to have it prepared for your dinner.


DRIFTWOOD FISHING CHARTERS


Driftwood is named after the owner’s popular seafood restaurant, where they will cook your catch. Captain Herby has a passion for the sport, and since he has to provide the catch for the restaurant’s dinner menu, he’s highly motivated to find the fish!


MELINA CHARTERS


Melina departs from Hadicurari Pier, close to the Palm Beach resorts. Captain Piet is an amiable host with a love of the sport and keen knowledge of the best fishing grounds.




Best Bets for the Budget-Conscious


ACCOMMODATIONS


Villa Sunflower


The vibrant art of the hostess adorns every aspect of this cozy guesthouse in Bakval, a peaceful home close to Palm Beach with the opportunity to learn the art of mosaic.


Beach House Aruba


On the water at the outskirts of Palm Beach, the friendly hosts at this delightful guesthouse are central to its charm. Convenience, great rates, and a casual atmosphere give this house a true island feel.


Seabreeze Apartments


A charming complex of studio apartments minutes from Mangel Halto Beach, Seabreeze offers an escape from the Palm Beach crowds.


FOOD


Cuminda criollo (local cuisine) is admittedly heavy on starches and fried food, but you will always go home full without walloping your wallet. For health-conscious yet affordable dining, stick to fresh-caught local fish and stews.


Casa Vieja


The most authentic Colombian restaurant on Aruba, Casa Vieja, on the eastern outskirts of Oranjestad, serves huge mixed-meat platters. Eat and drink like royalty for pennies.


Terrazza Italiana


Enjoy a romantic meal on this terraced restaurant within the Paradise Beach Villas. Centrally located, Terrazza Italiana offers spectacular views and great pizza and pasta without the high prices.


Zeerover


Everyone’s favorite place for fresh fish and shrimp, Zeerover is a glorified fish shack right on the water in Savaneta. Dine on the dock or under the canopy with ice-cold beer, pool tables, and TVs showing the latest soccer matches.


O’Niel Caribbean Kitchen


For regional fare, this restaurant is unquestionably Aruba’s best. Superb fresh fish, revelatory oxtail stew, and other excellent food makes it worth the trip to San Nicolas.
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meal at O’Niel Caribbean Kitchen





ENTERTAINMENT


Renaissance Marketplace


The bandstand at the waterside in Renaissance Marketplace in Oranjestad features various bands: classic rock, folk, pop, Latin, reggae, mellow, or metal.


Arawak Gardens


Singers and musicians take the stage in a centralized gazebo at Arawak Gardens in Palm Beach. Five different restaurant terraces allow patrons to linger over dinner or drinks in this amiable alfresco setting.






Romantic Rendezvous



TOP EXPERIENCE


Beaches


PUNTO BRABO


This wide stretch of beach north of the Costa Linda Resort is filled with large clusters of sea grape and greenery offering plenty of private spots to cuddle up and watch the sunset.


Cruises


TRANQUILO


In addition to day trips, the Tranquilo offers a private catered dinner for two with champagne at sunset.


RED SAIL SPORTS DINNER CRUISE


Sample an elegant dinner with wine and a champagne toast while cruising the coast and watching the sunset.


Spas


OKEANOS SPA


Couples can have a massage session in a private cove on Renaissance Island, with stunning views of the sea.
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relaxing on Renaissance Island





ZOIA


At the Hyatt Regency Resort in Palm Beach, ZoiA has a special room for couples, with a giant bath and private terrace with a beautiful view.


Waterfront Restaurants


PINCHOS GRILL AND BAR


On the water at Surfside Beach, Pinchos was designed to stoke romantic embers, with couches and hammocks for two along with sunset views.


LA PLAYA TORCHLIGHT DINNER AT THE HILTON ARUBA CARIBBEAN RESORT


With one of the longest stretches of sand in Palm Beach, the Hilton is a sweet spot from which to watch the sunset, and offers the most reasonably priced private beachside dining.


LA TRATTORIA EL FARO BLANCO


Next to the California Lighthouse, La Trattoria El Faro Blanco offers spectacular sunset views from a charming terrace overlooking the northwest coast.


ZEEROVER


Although this is a family restaurant, tables out on the dock of this waterside spot offer an escape from the crowds, where you can enjoy fresh seafood and stunning sunsets.


Waterfront Accommodations


ARUBA REEF APARTMENTS


Book the ultimate island fantasy: These waterside apartments offer seclusion and a private beach to make honeymooners (or honeymooners at heart) feel like they are the only people in world.


ARUBA OCEAN VILLAS


Six thatched-roof beachfront bungalows—some perched on the water—along with a gorgeous bar and restaurant make this an ideal island retreat.
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Aruba Ocean Villas







Family Fun


SURFSIDE BEACH


With a shoreline sheltered by a barrier reef, Surfside Beach has extremely quiet, shallow waters. An adjacent restaurant sports a kiddie pool and provides service on the beach.
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family jumping into the ocean





PALM BEACH


Wave action is negligible and the shallow water is ideal for youngsters. It’s also close to the resorts, beach toys, refreshments, and restrooms.


BABY BEACH


The breakwaters at Baby Beach create a tranquil lagoon rimmed with a circle of soft sand. Public palapas are scattered along the shore for shade. Vendors rent beach chairs and sell snacks.


ARUBA WATERPARK


Eminently affordable, this collection of slides ranges from kiddie to killer. It also has a great place for lunch. There is a playground for a change of pace.


BUTTERFLY FARM


The Butterfly Farm amazes kids and adults alike with an entertaining introduction to the beautiful world of exotic insects.


PHILIP’S ANIMAL GARDEN


Become intimately acquainted with exotic animals saved from neglect at this nonprofit refuge.


ARUBA OSTRICH FARM


An encounter with the world’s largest birds at the Ostrich Farm in Matividiri is informative, fun, and always surprising.


DONKEY SANCTUARY


Enjoy a hands-on session with the residents of Aruba’s wild donkey population in Bringamosa. The staff allows children to share in the animals’ care.


DREAM BOWL


At the Palm Beach Plaza mall, Dream Bowl has eight lanes with neon-glowing gutters and balls, complemented by arcade games, air hockey, and foosball tables.


WALTZING WATERS


The free Waltzing Waters show in the Paseo Herencia Shopping Mall goes on four times nightly on the half-hour, 7:30pm-10:30pm.






Explore the Outback



Exploring Aruba’s wilds is an interesting proposition, especially when trying to follow directions or looking for road signs, which are in short supply. Ensure a frustration-free day with the must-see sights by taking a tour with an enthusiastic and knowledgeable guide.


Safari Tours


PRIVATE TOURS ARUBA


Feel like a VIP while you explore in an air-conditioned SUV, choosing from fixed or customized itineraries.


MADAGASCAR ARUBA ADVENTURE


Madagascar is a small tour operator with a friendly guide, Alfredo, who doesn’t hurry passengers and takes them past the most interesting sights.


Motorcycle, All-Terrain Vehicle, and Trike Tours


Fun and funky modes of transport make getting to the tour sights as exciting as the destinations themselves.


TRIKES


The ultimate car-motorcycle-ATV hybrid, trikes allow passengers and drivers complete comfort while touring in style. Trikes can cover tough terrain, and heads will turn wherever you go.


ARUBA MOTORCYCLE TOURS & RENTALS


The thrill of zipping along island roads on these giant Harley-Davidson motorcycles is great fun, and their ability to traverse some of the worst trails provides one of the best touring experiences.
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ATV tour





Horseback Tours


Aruba’s principal mode of transport from colonial times is still one of the best ways to explore off the beaten track.


RANCHO LOCO


Ideally located close to Arikok National Park and some of the most dramatic trails, Rancho Loco picks up and returns guests to their resorts by van. Tours can take you to spots such as Conchi.


GOLD MINE RANCH


Riding enthusiasts encounter alternate trails and sights within Arikok National Park on the menu of Gold Mine Ranch. Guides take riders to sites along the coast or inland.


Hiking Trails


Arikok National Park is Aruba’s hiking center, where trails have been groomed, timed, and measured for degree of difficulty. Rangers are on hand to lead groups for a nominal fee.


CUNUCU ARIKOK TRAIL


This popular trail offers a chance to study endemic flora and fauna along with a genuinely restored landmark farmhouse.


NATURAL POOL TRAIL TO CONCHI


Two trails can take hikers to Conchi. Find forest trails, dramatic rock formations along the coastline, and secluded beaches for a cooling swim.


SEROE JAMANOTA TRAIL


Aruba’s highest point, Seroe Jamanota, offers two access routes: Reaching the summit can be a relaxing morning stroll or a hard-core adventure. Either way, the reward is stunning vistas.
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atop Aruba’s highest point, Seroe Jamanota








Beaches



HIGHLIGHTS


Oranjestad


Eagle Beach and Manchebo Beach


Palm Beach, Malmok, and Noord


North Coast


San Nicolas, Savaneta, and Pos Chiquito
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Eagle Beach







Highlights


Look for S to find recommended sights, activities, dining, and lodging.


S Eagle Beach: Eagle Beach is one of the best beaches on the island and offers many of the same amenities as Palm Beach—with fewer people and slightly bigger waves (click here).


S Palm Beach: Aruba’s principal playground has every manner of amenity and activity available within a few steps of your beach lounge. It also has the quietest waters of the long beachfronts (click here).


S Baranca Plat: You’ll enjoy calm waters, snowy white sands, and the feeling of having a special place in the sun all to yourself at this cozy little cove, a short walk from the big resorts (click here).


S Fisherman’s Huts: Relax among the dunes and take in the colorful sails speeding across the water at this windsurfing beach (click here).


S California Dunes: This expansive area is scenic and private—great for long walks and topless sunbathing (click here).


S Andicuri Beach: Dramatic terraces of limestone formations surround this secluded beach. The wave action here is perfect for body surfing (click here).


S Black Stone Beach: Named for the lava stones found along the shore, this beach also has natural rock bridges that make for beautiful photo ops (click here).


S Baby Beach and Roger’s Beach: Two of Aruba’s most beautiful beaches are within the remains of the old Lago Colony. Both have artificial lagoons great for swimming, surrounded by long stretches of white sands, and are bordered by greenery and carved stone cliffs (click here).


S Mangel Halto: Lush greenery surrounds this secluded beach, a series of interconnected coves that are perfect for getting away from the crowds (click here).
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Baby Beach
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Arashi Beach.








Caribbean islands are synonymous with beautiful beaches, but veteran travelers will tell you that Aruba’s are exceptional. Aruba has been hailed as one of the top beach destinations in the world. Its soft, snowy white sands (a composition of coral and shells crushed into a fine powder over eons) and the breathtaking blue waters make sunbathing, beachcombing, and swimming popular pastimes here. Although the temperature is consistently warm, Aruba’s beaches are never too hot for a barefoot stroll, even at noon.


Palm Beach and Eagle Beach are the most raved about on the island, with fine accommodations along their shores. The uninterrupted miles of sand are the main attraction for both visitors and developers. Unquestionably, the nature of Aruba’s beaches has dictated the degree of development of resort areas as well as their character. It was long ago decided that Palm Beach offered the “best beachfront,” though, of course, vacationers who return to Manchebo Beach and Eagle Beach year after year are confident that they’re staying at the best.


Along Palm Beach, the shallow water extends almost a half mile from the shore with negligible wave action, ideal for families with young children. The extremely shallow water is perfect for a baby’s first encounter with the sea. Swimming areas are well-marked, patrolled, and maintained.


Eagle Beach is not quite as maintained and patrolled as Palm Beach, but all the resorts in Aruba take responsibility for the safety of their beachfronts. As more resorts crop up, more cordoned-off swim sections will appear. There is stronger wave action at Eagle Beach, and particularly Manchebo Beach, as the bottom suddenly drops off very close to shore. The current at Punto Brabo, where the southern shore meets the west and various currents collide, also contributes to bigger waves. This makes it very popular with surfers and bodyboarders. Other great spots favored for bodyboarding or waveboarding are Andicuri, Dos Playa, and Urirama, all on Aruba’s north coast, where heavy winds from the northeast result in strong waves.


Oranjestad


Oranjestad’s beaches are artificial, carved from the harbor and created by dumping sand in the early 1950s. Jetties have established some very calm coves and small stretches of beachfront.


DRUIF BEACH


The relatively wide, public Druif Beach (J. E. Irausquin Blvd. at the western outskirts of town) is an extension of the beachfront from the Tamarijn Beach Resort. It provides a great deal of greenery, shade trees, and areas cleared for small campfires or grills. You will likely find island families here on weekends. The water is shallow and quiet, nice for small children. A cautionary note: Before you lay out a towel on the grass, check for patches of plants with tenacious thistles, common during the dry season.


In 2018, the abandoned remains of the Bushiri Beach Hotel, which bordered Druif Beach, were finally torn down, and Druif Beach was radically extended. The area is now a public park, and there are plans to construct toilets, benches, and possibly a volleyball court in the area. Across the road from the beach are two supermarkets with restrooms and snack and drink options. Behind them is Ling & Sons, a supermarket with a café offering fresh smoothies, sandwiches, and a salad bar.


GOVERNOR’S BEACH


Just past the Renaissance complex is a bridge over a lagoon that divides Oranjestad’s commercial area from the residential neighborhoods. This headland is informally named Governor’s Beach (L. G. Smith Blvd. by Lagoonweg, on the east side of Wilhelmina Park) because it sits across from the traditional residence of Aruba’s governor. It has some thatched palapas for shade, a restroom, and a boardwalk. Overlooking the waterfront is a charming restaurant called West Deck. In the middle of the beach is a striking monument dedicated to local fishers lost at sea. The area marks the beginning of a long stretch of narrow beach extending east along L. G. Smith Boulevard to Surfside, interspersed with limestone terraces and ending at the airport runways.




Free Use of All Beaches


By law, all of Aruba’s beaches are public within 20 meters (65 ft) of the waterline. This includes all the beaches along Palm Beach and Eagle Beach, regardless of the resorts. Blue pillars signal the dividing line. Resort personnel cannot prevent anyone from sitting on a public beach, though they can evict you from the lounges, which belong to the resorts and are reserved for guests. Interlopers are usually detected by their towels.


The thatched palapas, or “chikies,” along the shore are maintained by the resorts. By law, if they are on the public section of the beach, then technically they are available to anyone without charge. Anyone can lay out on the sand or use a palapa for shade as long as they are within 20 meters of the waterline, except at De Palm Island and Renaissance Island, where the owners have the legal right to limit access. Homes that are situated on the water, such as in Malmok or Savaneta, have to respect the same 20-meter rule, and homeowners cannot claim the entire shorefront.


This practice ensures that the beaches belong to the Aruban people and island guests. It is only fair that islanders should not be prohibited from enjoying the natural assets that are their heritage. Beaches are a way of life for Arubans, accessible at all hours. Beach tags and usage fees are never required—beaches are always free to all.





The L. G. Smith beachfront is exceptionally quiet and shallow, good for little ones. There are lots of shade trees along the shore masking the area from L. G. Smith Boulevard and its busy traffic. Many locals come to this beach to set out on their boats or Jet Skis.


SURFSIDE BEACH


In front of the Talk of the Town Resort is the Plaza Turismo, the main plaza of the first section of the Linear Park (beach entrance is around either side of the plaza between the airport and Reflexions, at the east end of L. G. Smith Blvd.). The miles of dirt paths bordering L. G. Smith Boulevard have manicured jogging and cycling lanes, gardens, and periodic restrooms and open-air showers. This area and its beachfront have had a number of incarnations but are still referred to as Surfside.


The beach is a wide curving cove of white sand and very quiet waters. This is often where sailboats go for safe harbor when the western shore turns rough. Since this beach is popular with Europeans, you may encounter some topless sunbathers. Everything you need for a luxurious day at the beach are here: two nice restaurants and bars as well as a small pool. The Surfside Café is a pleasant and economical place for a meal and exotic drinks. There is a small splash park with various mini slides.


The chic Reflexions Lounge (L. G. Smith Blvd. 1A, 297/582-0153, www.beach-aruba.com, 10am-10pm daily) features a shaded interior dining room that opens to the sea and a sunny terrace. Food and drink service is available to sunbathers on their beach lounges.


RENAISSANCE ISLAND


Guests at the Renaissance Resort have unlimited access to Renaissance Island (300 m/330 yd off Aruba’s south shore, just north of the airport, 800/421-8188 or 297/583-6000, www.marriott.com, access only by boat, nonguest day pass $100), one of Aruba’s nicest beaches. There are two sections connected by boardwalks, with mangroves and palm trees providing privacy. Flamingo Beach, on the western side, is adults-only. Since it is secluded, topless sunbathing is allowed. The flamingos that gives the beach its name keep guests entertained and are quite tame. The eastern half of Renaissance Island offers a large beach for families. The tranquil lagoon is perfect for toddlers. There are also a snack bar, a volleyball court, and a dock for paddleboats.
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1: Flamingo Beach on Renaissance Island; 2: bar at Surfside Beach





Water taxies to the island leave from three locations about every 15 minutes: the lobby of the Marina Tower of the Renaissance Resort; waterside in the harbor, next to the underpass that goes under the L. G. Smith Boulevard; and next to the harbor heliport. Day passes for nonguests include lunch at the very charming Papagayo restaurant, a drink, and beach towels. The day pass also allows a choice of one activity: Visitors can snorkel, kayak, or use a paddleboat.


Okeanos Spa (297/583-6000, www.okeanosspaaruba.com) has an outlet adjacent to Flamingo Beach called The Cove. Purchasing a massage at this spa also gives you access to the island, but no other amenities. There is an additional charge ($25 pp) if you are not a guest of the resort.


Eagle Beach and Manchebo Beach


These two shore areas border the southwestern curve of Aruba and are renowned as one of the longest beachfronts in the Caribbean. Condominium complexes are rapidly taking over Eagle Beach, but there are still some areas that remain deserted. Large clusters of greenery offer both privacy and shade.


These beaches are an important nesting area for local and visiting sea turtles early spring to late autumn. During turtle season, you might see a giant leatherback lay her eggs or new hatchlings struggling to the sea. The local foundation TurtugAruba keeps an eye on these events and takes steps to protect them from disruption. Visitors are asked to report any turtle activity to them.


MANCHEBO BEACH


The wide expanse of Manchebo Beach, on the southwestern point of the island, is lined with small resorts that provide sunbathers with plenty of space. Unlike at larger hotels, you will not feel crowded or packed together. Holiday weeks are busy everywhere, but here you can still enjoy an isolated island getaway. Most of the shorefront resorts are only two stories high, and there are rooms directly on the beach. The smaller resorts have a well-established European clientele, but the time-share beaches are primarily frequented by North Americans and Latin Americans.


PUNTO BRABO


Huge old sea grape trees stand along the shore just where Manchebo and Eagle Beaches meet at Punto Brabo or “Rough Point” (access via the south lane of J. E. Irausquin Blvd.), a very wide beach that fronts the Bucuti and Costa Linda Resorts. This southwest curve of the island has strong currents, and the bottom drops off close to shore. The beach is a stunning expanse of brilliant white sand. Visitors often mention the great wave action for body surfing. Care should be taken with young children. Green areas offer shelter and secluded spots to string up a hammock or set up a grill—which islanders will frequently do on weekends. There is ample parking just north of Costa Linda Resort. A cute little day café with restrooms is just north of the Costa Linda Resort.



S EAGLE BEACH



The sea is quiet on Eagle Beach (J. E. Irausquin Blvd. between La Quinta Beach Resort and the north end of Amsterdam Manor Beach Resort), which is nearly deserted. The far northern edge is marked by Aruba’s famous twin fofoti trees, a popular photo site.
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1: Eagle Beach; 2: Baranca Plat





Since the resorts along Eagle Beach are all across the street, the wide shorefront of soft sugary sand is sparsely populated, as many guests stay on the pool decks. On weekends, however, it is busy with island residents. The past scarcity of resorts meant Eagle Beach was considered a “local” beach, with parking along the shore. It is not unusual to find families or groups camping here. During Easter vacation, called Semana Santa, the beach is filled end to end with islanders’ tents.


Resorts do have a presence on the sand, however. The La Cabana and Amsterdam Manor hotels have set up beach bars at the northern end of Eagle Beach. Some condos along this stretch have erected palapas for shade. Resorts have amenities along the shore for their patrons, such as lounges and shade structures. Passersby can often find unused and unattended palapas and lounges on the beach. Snack wagons are set up around the lunch hour.


Palm Beach, Malmok, and Noord


One of the most famous beaches in the world, Aruba’s Palm Beach offers lakelike waters and every convenience imaginable. This is the center and departure point for 90 percent of water activities on the island. Except for the all-inclusive resorts of Riu Palace, Riu Antillean, and Barceló, the beach hotels welcome passersby to their beachfront restaurants, shops, and bars. Clean modern restrooms are always close at hand.



S PALM BEACH



Palm Beach (from south of the Divi Phoenix Beach Resort to the north end of the Ritz-Carlton) is truly a world-class dream beach—an endless stretch of soft white sand and gentle surf. It’s Aruba’s principal playground, which makes it a busy, crowded place, and a perfect spot to make friends and socialize. The water is the calmest of Aruba’s large beaches, so it’s a favorite for families.



S BARANCA PLAT



Just south of Palm Beach is a small cove called Baranca Plat or “Flat Stone” (turn off on the water side where the road divider begins on J. E. Irausquin Blvd., just north of the Blue Residences complex). Find seclusion among the sea grape trees, with the conveniences of Palm Beach a five-minute walk away. It’s a tranquil option for a break from the busier beaches. The surrounding jetties produce quiet water and no waves, with the shallow depth making it excellent for little children. Pelicans and gulls fill the jetties for an entertaining show. No signs mark this beach; you’ll know it by a platform where WaveRunners are tethered. It is just minutes south of the main resorts and across from Blue Residences.



S FISHERMAN’S HUTS



North of Palm Beach, beyond the Ritz-Carlton, is the windsurfing and kitesurfing capital of Aruba, with a number of operations teaching both, along with places for refreshments and shade. This stretch, Fisherman’s Huts (L. G. Smith Blvd. across from Bakval), is named for the tiny huts of generations of fishing families; the name remains but the huts were removed to make way for a resort. This beach is popular with islanders. Spend the day watching colorful sails whipping through the waves and the aerial acrobatics of the kitesurfers. Beach access is marked with a sign on L. G. Smith Boulevard, and there is ample parking.


MALMOK BEACH


Malmok Beach (L. G. Smith Blvd. north of Fishermen’s Huts) is a short stretch that fronts some of the guest houses along the Malmok strip, south of Boca Catalina. It is marked by the remains of a shipwreck close to the water. Most of it is quite rocky, interspersed with a few sandy areas. Entry to the sea here is also rocky, and the water is shallow for some distance. The ocean is busy with windsurfers and kitesurfers, so care is advised when swimming; it is a better venue for sunbathing. The rocky formations that abut the beach are popular with local fishermen, so snorkelers should watch for fishing line and hooks, and stay close to the beach.




Water Safety at the Shore
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snorkeler at Boca Catalina





• Stay in the swim zone: Before the tourism boom, beachfronts were vast and the population was small. Easygoing islanders rarely gave much thought to safety. As the number of resorts grew, resorts marked off protected areas of the sea for the safety of guests. Today, swim-area markers are maintained by a company that contracts with the hotels. Swimmers and snorkelers should avoid areas beyond the swim zone due to the frequent boat traffic.


• Keep off the ropes: Avoid sitting on or clinging to swim-zone barrier ropes. Although they are cleaned regularly, soft corals grow on them that can sting and cause an irritating rash. If you accidentally run into them, a topical steroid can relieve the pain and itching.


• Be aware of the breeze: Aruba’s cooling offshore breezes have a drawback: They tend to blow objects out to sea—beach balls, floats, and water toys. The gentle wave motion on the water’s surface from these breezes is often not noticeable but still steadily moves away from shore. Keep a close eye on youngsters in swim rings and lightweight floats. The outbound surface surge gets stronger the farther you get from shore.


• Don’t fall asleep on a float: It’s is not unheard of for people to wake up far from land. Most small-craft operators keep a rescue boat handy for such events. But even if you don’t float away, falling asleep in the Caribbean sun may prove distressing. It is no fun being stuck in a hotel room with a sunburn.


• Use the buddy system: Scuba divers are trained never to dive alone. This commonsense rule applies to most water activities. Don’t go off by yourself to snorkel; take a buddy and inform someone where you are going and when to expect you back. Dive operators and snorkel charters can provide buddies and keep an eye on patrons. If you are trying a water activity for the first time, having supervision is a good idea.






BOCA CATALINA



Bordered by limestone formations, Boca Catalina (L. G. Smith Blvd. 501 and 2a/2b Rd., Malmokweg) offers some nice snorkeling. The beach is small but the water is quiet. Boca Catalina is popular for large sailboats to stop during their charter runs.


The road here ends at the south end of the final cluster of waterfront homes. There is a wooden stairway entry at the northern point. Although it is bordered by Malmok’s luxurious homes, the beach is public. There are some shaded tables but no facilities. There is limited parking, and it can get busy with islanders on weekends.


ARASHI BEACH


The last beachfront house of Malmok ends at the start of serene Arashi Beach (L. G. Smith Blvd., north of the waterfront homes), tailored for the public. A manicured parking lot with chemical toilets, shaded picnic tables, and benches is adjacent to the beach. Every day a colorful wagon selling snacks and snow cones sets up here. Several thatched palapas on the beach are maintained by the government, and it is usually crowded with locals on weekends; many islanders take advantage of the amenities for birthday parties and other events. The southern section of the shallow cove is quieter than the northern side, where the waves tend to break with more force.


North Coast


Many coves are scattered along Aruba’s north shore, and many are suitable for a beach break while touring the outback, although swimming is not recommended, as riptides are rampant. Body surfing is not recommended due to the heavy waves, although some athletes indulge in it. Keep in mind there are no lifeguards, and help would have to come from far away. Children should be kept out of these waters.



S CALIFORNIA DUNES



A long, rolling area of Sahara-like dunes, generally referred to as the California Dunes (from the turnoff from the west point and paved road, follow the start of a gravel road along the north coast to the base of the lighthouse), is a nice change of scenery from other shorelines. The dunes follow the coast for about a mile in line with the mount of the lighthouse and end at a rough shore not suitable for swimming. In the past it was popular for nude sunbathing, and a few isolated areas offer shelter for that pursuit.


DRUIF AND URIRAMA BEACHES


On the nameless north coast road are Druif and Urirama Beaches (Druif is about 2 km/1.2 mi past the California Dunes; Urirama is another 2 km/1.2 mi past Druif). Aside from waveboarders, these beaches attract anglers who have built driftwood shacks on the sand to clean fish and shelter from the sun. Islanders picnic here, but the swimming is not good. Dramatic photo ops of rugged seas crashing onto the cliffs are worth the trip.



S ANDICURI BEACH



Andicuri Beach (down the winding road leading directly to the sea via the left fork from Ayo Rock Formation) is a wide, pristine beach flanked by dramatic limestone formations and stark trees. Large waves are fun for body surfing. Good swimmers will enjoy the surf, but it may be too much for children. Andicuri is only accessible with an off-road vehicle, and getting here is a scenic journey in itself.



S BLACK STONE BEACH



From Andicuri Beach, a gravel road along the coast leads to Black Stone Beach (1.5 km/1 mi past Andicuri Beach), where a dramatic rock formation has two natural bridges carved from the cliffs. Where the sea meets the shore, the land is covered with the lava pebbles that give the beach its name. These were formed millions of years ago from magma bubbling up in the deep sea. The magma quickly cooled and fragmented, and the waves have made them smooth. It’s a fun climb down to the shoreline, and easy enough for youngsters. Waves crash against the shore with great force; this is definitely not a place for swimming.


DAIMARI BEACH


The large and secluded Daimari Beach area has two separate coves divided by cliffs. The beaches can be accessed via the Natural Pool Trail in Arikok National Park. Once on the trail, continue north past the Natural Pool for about 500 meters (550 yd) to reach the beach. While parts of the cove have calm waters that little ones can enjoy, most of the beach is better for body surfing. The entire area covers about 100 meters (110 yd) of shore, and conditions vary depending on the wind and the time of year.


DOS PLAYA


Dos Playa are dual coves divided by rock formations, featuring rolling dunes and nice waves. A favorite spot for local bodyboarders, it is not recommended for children, and care should be taken if you are not a strong swimmer. Within Arikok National Park, Dos Playa is also a popular hiking tour destination (Rooi Tambu Trail, 5.5 km/3.4 mi, 2-3 hours round-trip from park welcome center via Mira Lamar pass).
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1: Dos Playa; 2: natural bridges at Black Stone Beach





To get here by car, follow the Mira Lamar pass gravel road and signs pointing to Dos Playa through the park for 4 kilometers (2.5 mi) to the crest of a hill, where you can see the beach. From here it is a five-minute walk.


BOCA PRINS


Boca Prins is an enormous cove with a wide beach circled by limestone terraces and outcroppings. Quite secluded, it can be accessed through Arikok National Park (via Rooi Prins Trail ending at Phantage, 5.5 km/3.4 mi from the visitor center), not far from the caves on the eastern end of the island. The sea at Boca Prins is deceptive, with treacherous riptides; don’t go too far from shore. Better to sunbathe and enjoy the scenery.


By car, come via Mira Lamar pass. The clearly marked path, paved but winding and narrow, parallels the hiking route to the shore, leading to the eastern end of the park and the caves. Take a break and grab a cold drink from the little snack bar across the road.



San Nicolas, Savaneta, and Pos Chiquito



The eastern and southern coasts feature quiet beaches and excellent swimming. The southern side is rimmed by protective sandbars and reefs, assuring calm waters and some nice snorkeling.


BOCA GRANDE


The name, “Large Mouth,” tells you something about this big cove off the northeastern shore. It has a semicircle of soft white sand to work on a tan while watching the colorful kitesurfers jump the waves. Take the same route as to Baby Beach to get to Boca Grande (drive through San Nicolas heading east past all the settlements and out toward the former Lago Colony). The beach is by the large red anchor that marks the entry to Lago Colony. On weekends it fills with kitesurfers, which discourages swimming.



S BABY BEACH AND ROGER’S BEACH



Two of Aruba’s loveliest beaches are within the former Lago Colony. A paved road leads to the island’s eastern tip, forking at the Rum Reef Bar. To the left is the entrance to Baby Beach, and to the right is Roger’s Beach, named for Captain Robert Rogers, who convinced oil company executives to choose Aruba as the place to build their Caribbean refinery.


Baby Beach is a prime swimming destination. The artificial lagoon inside the breakwaters is perfectly still, shallow, and ideal for young children—hence the name. A long, clean circle of white beach surrounds the water, with cliffs of greenery rising to the Lago housing above. It is popular with tours but big enough to provide quiet areas for private sunbathing or swimming. The area is popular with islanders on weekends and is a favorite camping spot during holidays.


The area boasts stunning reefs beyond the breakwater, but the seas that far out are dangerous. The best of the reef is a few hundred yards from shore. Close in, there is a wide barrier of staghorn and elkhorn coral that sometimes breaks the surface. It is easy for the uninitiated snorkeler to get lost within. Coral scrapes are painful and easily get infected. Be watchful not to drift out past the breakwater. Unfortunately, there is little to see within that limit. It is better to arrange a trip to the reef by JADS Dive Shop (Seroe Colorado 245E, 297/584-6070, http://jadsaruba.com, $55-95).


Roger’s Beach, right next door, is generally ignored by visitors because it stands in the shadow of the refinery. That is a mistake—it is clean and beautiful, with shallow water and snowy sand, and far less traffic than Baby Beach. A few picturesque native fishing boats are moored at the docks at the eastern end of the cove.


SAVANETA BEACH


A road parallel to the main highway between Oranjestad and San Nicolas follows the southern shoreline and allows access to the south-side beaches, such as Savaneta Beach. To get to the beaches, you cross little wooden bridges placed periodically over the pipes from WEB, Aruba’s water plant. Follow the main highway (1A) past the Pos Chiquito rotunda and continue on to Savaneta, then turn right at the gas station and head toward the water. Turn at the first right, which is a paved road. When you are 200 meters (220 yd) past the turn, take a left over a cement crossing over the pipes. The shore is dotted with mangrove clusters, limestone outcroppings, and a secluded stretch of snowy white sand. This beach has quiet crystal-clear water and nice snorkeling. It is generally ignored, except by the residents of the neighborhood.
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1: Baby Beach; 2: Savaneta Beach







Easter Week Camping


A time-honored way to celebrate Semana Santa on Aruba is to pack up the family and head to the beach. Islanders set up temporary homes on the shore in anything from pup tents to elaborately outfitted trailers powered by generators. The latter are frequently air-conditioned, with full-size refrigerators and giant plasma TVs. First-time visitors are often under the mistaken impression that this is how islanders live.


Camping on the beach is popular during summer vacation, Christmas, and the school break in the first week of October. This creates traffic snarls at Eagle Beach and Arashi Beach, two favored campsites on the west side of Aruba. Baby Beach and Roger’s Beach are lined with camping tents and trailers, and parking in these areas becomes much more difficult.
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