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EDITOR'S NOTE


As the old joke goes, you can always tell when politicians are lying by watching to see if their lips move. Luckily for us, it seems that our political leaders are just as good at raising a laugh as they are at raising our taxes. Whether wrestling with the great affairs of state or honing memorable sound bites for the modern media machine, the political class can produce some great gags and the occasional gaffe to make us all chuckle, whatever side of the fence we are on.


So, whether you are red, blue, orange, green or somewhere in between, the choice is yours: who will get your vote in the ballot for the brightest and best of the political wits?
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THE ART OF POLITICS


A politician is a person who approaches every subject with an open mouth.


ADLAI STEVENSON





A lot has been said about politics; some of it complimentary, but most of it accurate.


ERIC IDLE
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The art of politics consists in knowing precisely when it is necessary to hit an opponent slightly below the belt.


KONRAD ADENAUER
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Politics is not the art of the possible. It consists in choosing between the disastrous and the unpalatable.


JOHN KENNETH GALBRAITH





Politics is supposed to be the second-oldest profession. I have come to realise that it bears a very close resemblance to the first.


RONALD REAGAN
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In politics, guts is all.


BARBARA CASTLE
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The challenge is to practise politics as the art of making what appears to be impossible, possible.


HILLARY CLINTON
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Get the advice of everybody whose advice is worth having – they are very few – and then do what you think best yourself.


CHARLES STEWART PARNELL
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Politics is the art of preventing people from taking part in affairs which properly concern them.


PAUL VALERY
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Politics is the art of looking for trouble, finding it everywhere, diagnosing it wrongly and applying unsuitable remedies.


ERNEST BENN
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When a politician is in Opposition he is an expert on the means to some end; and when he is in office he is an expert on the obstacles to it.


G. K. CHESTERTON
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Always be sincere, even if you don’t mean it.


HARRY S. TRUMAN
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‘Politics’ is made up of two words; ‘poli’, which is Greek for ‘many’, and ‘tics’, which are bloodsucking insects.


GORE VIDAL
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The game of politics is to make you afraid so that you don’t think.


MICHELLE OBAMA
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Politics is the gentle art of getting votes from the poor and campaign funds from the rich, by promising to protect each from the other.


OSCAR AMERINGER
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Politicians are people who, when they see light at the end of the tunnel, go out and buy some more tunnel.


JOHN QUINTON
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Democracy means government by discussion, but it is only effective if you can stop people talking.


CLEMENT ATTLEE
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NICE WORK IF YOU CAN GET IT


Being an MP is the sort of job all working-class parents want for the children – clean, indoors and no heavy lifting.


DIANE ABBOTT





Politician is perhaps the only profession for which no preparation is thought necessary.


ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON
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It’s a pity, as my husband says, that more politicians are not bastards by birth instead of vocation.


KATHERINE WHITEHORN
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He knows nothing; and he thinks he knows everything. That points clearly to a political career.


GEORGE BERNARD SHAW
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Being in politics is like being a football coach: you have to be smart enough to understand the game, and dumb enough to think it’s important.
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