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INTRODUCTION


This Snapshot guide, excerpted from my guidebook Rick Steves Ireland, introduces you to the city of Dublin. From its lively pubs filled with Guinness-fueled craic (conversation) and traditional music, to its stately Georgian sights, to its powerful rebel history, the Irish capital delights its visitors. Stroll vibrant O’Connell Street for a lesson in Ireland’s long struggle for independence, cheer on the local hurling team at Croke Park, and pore over the intricately decorated ninth-century Book of Kells. Pious, earthy, witty, brooding, feisty, and unpretentious, Dublin is an intoxicating potion to sip or slurp—as the mood strikes you.


For a break from the big city, venture to sights near Dublin: the prehistoric tombs at Brú na Bóinne, the site of the pivotal Battle of the Boyne, the stout ruins of Trim Castle, the impressive Gardens of Powerscourt, the monastic settlement at Glendalough, and the proud Irish equestrian tradition at the National Stud.


To help you have the best trip possible, I’ve included the following topics in this book:


• Planning Your Time, with advice on how to make the most of your limited time


• Orientation, including tourist information (abbreviated as TI), tips on public transportation, local tour options, and helpful hints


• Sights with ratings:


▲▲▲—Don’t miss


▲▲—Try hard to see


▲—Worthwhile if you can make it


No rating—Worth knowing about


• Sleeping and Eating, with good-value recommendations in every price range


• Connections, with tips on trains, buses, and driving


Practicalities, near the end of this book, has information on money, staying connected, hotel reservations, transportation, and more.


To travel smartly, read this little book in its entirety before you go. It’s my hope that this guide will make your trip more meaningful and rewarding. Traveling like a temporary local, you’ll get the absolute most out of every mile, minute, and dollar.


Happy travels!
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DUBLIN


With reminders of its stirring history and rich culture on every corner, Ireland’s capital and largest city is a sightseer’s delight. Dublin holds its own above its weight class in arts, entertainment, food, and fun. Dublin’s fair city will have you humming, “Cockles and mussels, alive, alive-O.”
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Founded as a Viking trading settlement in the ninth century, Dublin grew to be a center of wealth and commerce, second only to London in the British Empire. Dublin, the seat of English rule in Ireland for 750 years, was the heart of a “civilized” Anglo-Irish area (eastern Ireland) known as “the Pale.” Anything “beyond the Pale” was considered uncultured and almost barbaric...purely Irish.


The Golden Age of English Dublin was the 18th century. The British Empire was on a roll, and the city was right there with it. Largely rebuilt during this Georgian era, Dublin—even with its tattered edges—became an elegant and cultured capital.


Those glory days left a lasting imprint on the city. Squares and boulevards built in the Georgian style give the city an air of grandeur (“Georgian” is British for Neoclassical...named for the period when four consecutive King Georges occupied the British throne from 1714 to 1830). The National Museum, the National Gallery, and many government buildings are in the Georgian section of town. Few buildings (notably Christ Church and St. Patrick’s cathedrals) survive from before this Georgian period.


But nationalism—and a realization of the importance of human rights—would forever change Dublin. The American and French revolutions inspired Irish intellectuals to buck British rule, and life in Dublin was never quite the same after the Rebellion of 1798. In 1801, the Act of Union with Britain resulted in the loss of Ireland’s parliament (no need for two with the dominant one in London). As the Irish members of parliament moved to Westminster, the movers and shakers of the Anglo-Irish aristocracy followed suit, and Dublin slowly began to decay.


Throughout the 19th century, as Ireland endured the Great Potato Famine and saw the beginnings of the modern struggle for independence, Dublin was treated—and felt—more like a British colony than a partner. The tension culminated in the Easter Uprising of 1916, followed by a successful guerilla war of independence against Britain and Ireland’s tragic civil war. With many of its grand streets in ruins, Dublin emerged as the capital of the British Empire’s only former colony in Europe. That legacy is still potent: 2016 will bring fresh life to Dublin as the city commemorates the 100th anniversary of the revolt that kick-started independence.


While bullet-pocked buildings and dramatic statues keep memories of Ireland’s struggle for independence alive, the city is looking ahead to a brighter future. Dubliners are energetic and helpful, while visitors enjoy a big-town cultural scene wrapped in a small-town smile.


PLANNING YOUR TIME


This bustling city is a must for travelers interested in Celtic/Viking artifacts, Irish literature, or rebel history. If that’s not you, head for the charm of smaller towns. For most people, Dublin deserves three nights and two days.


During Easter Week 2016 the Irish nation will remember the important events of the 1916 Easter Uprising that began the final breakup with Britain. Activity will be most intense around the General Post Office on O’Connell Street (rebel HQ) and at Kilmainham Gaol (where the rebel leaders were executed). An Easter Sunday parade will stretch from Dublin Castle to Parnell Square. Expect higher lodging prices, longer lines, and more traffic snarls.


Be aware that some important sights close on Mondays. Consider this ambitious sightseeing plan:


Day 1










	10:15

	Take the Trinity College guided walk.






	11:00

	Visit the Book of Kells and Old Trinity Library ahead of midday crowds.






	12:00

	Browse Grafton Street, have lunch there or picnic on St. Stephen’s Green.






	13:30

	Head to the National Museum: Archaeology branch (closed Mon).






	15:00

	See Number Twenty-Nine Georgian House (reserve guided tour ahead of time, closed Sun-Mon).






	
17:00

	Return to hotel, rest, have dinner—eat well for less during early-bird specials.






	19:30

	Go for an evening guided pub tour (musical or literary).






	22:00

	Drop in on Irish music in the Temple Bar area.







Day 2










	10:00

	Take the Dublin Castle tour.






	11:30

	Hop on one of the hop-on, hop-off buses, jumping off to see the Guinness Storehouse and Kilmainham Gaol (bring a sandwich to munch in transit on the open-top bus, or stop off to picnic in one of Dublin’s green squares).






	15:00

	Leave the bus at Parnell Square, visit the Garden of Remembrance, and stroll down to O’Connell Bridge, sightseeing and shopping as you like along the way.






	Evening

	Catch a play or concert—or try the storytelling dinner at The Brazen Head.







With More Time: Dublin, while relatively small, can keep you busily sightseeing for days without even leaving the center of town. And with all its music, theater, and after-hours tours—not to mention the lively pub scene—evenings are just as fun.


Orientation to Dublin


Greater Dublin sprawls with 1.1 million people—almost a quarter of the country’s population. But the center of tourist interest is a tight triangle between O’Connell Bridge, St. Stephen’s Green, and Christ Church Cathedral. Within or near this triangle, you’ll find Trinity College (Book of Kells), a cluster of major museums (including the top choice, the National Museum: Archaeology branch), Grafton Street (top pedestrian shopping zone), Temple Bar (trendy and touristy nightlife center), Dublin Castle, and the hub of most city tours and buses. The only major sights outside this easy-to-walk triangle are the Kilmainham Gaol, the Guinness Storehouse, and the National Museum: Decorative Arts and History branch at Collins Barracks (all west of the center).
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The River Liffey cuts the town in two. Focus on the southern half, where most of your sightseeing will take place. Dublin’s wide main drag, O’Connell Street, starts north of the river at the Parnell Monument and runs south, down to the central O’Connell Bridge. After crossing the bridge, this major city axis changes its name to Westmoreland and continues south, past Trinity College and through pedestrian-only Grafton Street to St. Stephen’s Green.


Get used to the fact that many long Dublin streets change their names every few blocks. A prime example of this: the numerously named quays (pronounced “keys”) that run east-west along the River Liffey.


The suburban port of Dun Laoghaire (dun LEERY) lies south of Dublin, 25 minutes away by DART commuter train. Travelers looking for a mellow town to sleep in outside of urban Dublin can easily home-base here. Another option is the northern suburb of Howth, also 25 minutes away on DART and closer to the airport. Room prices are about one-quarter cheaper in Dun Laoghaire or Howth than in downtown Dublin.


TOURIST INFORMATION


Dublin’s main TI is a thriving hub, with staffers doling out the lowdown on city offerings (June-Sept Mon-Sat 9:00-17:30, Oct-May Mon-Sat 9:30-17:30, Sun 10:30-15:00 year-round, a block off Grafton Street at 25 Suffolk Street, tel. 01/884-7700 or 01/605-7700, www.visitdublin.com). It has a bus-info desk, more maps than you’ll ever need, and racks advertising the busy entertainment scene. You can buy tickets to many theater and concert events here. It’s also a good place to pick up brochures for destinations throughout Ireland.


A smaller satellite TI is halfway down the east side of O’Connell Street (Mon-Sat 9:00-17:00, closed Sun). There’s another TI at the airport (daily 8:00-20:00, Terminal 1).


Dublin Pass: This sightseeing pass is a good deal only if you like to visit lots of sights quickly (€39/1 day, €61/2 days, €71/3 days, €105/6 days, sold at TIs, www.dublinpass.ie). The pass does save a few minutes, when you’d otherwise need to wait in line to buy a ticket. It covers 33 museums, churches, literature-related sights, and expensive stops such as the Guinness Storehouse (€18) and the Old Jameson Distillery (€15), plus the Aircoach airport bus (€7)—one-way from the airport to the city only (doesn’t cover Airlink buses). If you took the Aircoach from the airport and visited both the Guinness Storehouse and the Old Jameson Distillery that same day, you’d only save €1 with the pass. The pass also doesn’t include the famous Book of Kells at Trinity College and gives only minor discounts on some bus tours and walking tours. Most travelers won’t get their money’s worth out of this pass, especially those with no interest in Guinness or Old Jameson.


Maps: At any TI, you can pick up The Guide, which includes a decent city map (free). Inside is a minimal schedule of happenings in town. The excellent Collins Illustrated Discovering Dublin Map (€7 at TIs and newsstands) is the ultimate city map, listing just about everything of interest, along with helpful opinions and tidbits of Dublin history. The best free city map can be found at the Kilkenny Shop at 6 Nassau Street (bordering the south side of the Trinity College campus).
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ARRIVAL IN DUBLIN


By Train


Dublin has two train stations. Heuston Station, on the west end of town, serves west and southwest Ireland (45-minute walk from O’Connell Bridge; take the LUAS light rail or bus #90—see below). Connolly Station, which serves the north, northwest, and Rosslare, is closer to the center (15-minute walk from O’Connell Bridge). Each station has ATMs, but no lockers.


The two train stations are connected by the red line of the LUAS light-rail system and by bus. Bus #90 runs along the river, linking the train stations, bus station, and city center (€1.90, 6/hour).


[image: Image]


To reach Heuston Station from the city center, catch bus #90 on the south side of the river; to get to Connolly Station and Busáras Central Bus Station from the city center, catch #90 on the north side of the river.


By Bus


Bus Éireann, Ireland’s national bus company, uses the Busáras Central Bus Station (pronounced bu-SAUR-us...like a dinosaur). Located next to Connolly Station, it’s a 10-minute walk or a short ride on bus #90 (described above) to the city center.


By Plane


Dublin Airport has two terminals. Terminal 2 serves American carriers (Delta, United, and American), plus most Aer Lingus flights. Terminal 1 serves Ryanair, Aer Arann, Air Canada, Aer Lingus (some regional flights), and most European carriers, including British Airways, SAS, Lufthansa, Air France, Swiss, and Iberia (airport code: DUB, tel. 01/814-1111, www.dublinairport.ie).


Both terminals, located an easily walkable 150 yards apart, have ATMs, exchange bureaus, cafés, Wi-Fi, and luggage storage. At Terminal 1, the left-luggage office (daily 6:00-23:00) is across the street in the Short-Term Car Park Atrium, along with a small supermarket. Terminal 1 also has a TI (daily 8:00-20:00), pharmacy, bus-and-rail info desk, and car-rental agencies (on ground/arrivals level).


Getting Downtown by Bus: You have two main choices—Airlink (double-decker green bus) or Aircoach (single-deck blue bus). Both pick up on the street directly in front of airport arrivals, at ground level at both terminals. Consider buying a Rambler city-bus pass at the airport TI (€29.50/5 days), which covers the Airlink bus into town but not the Aircoach. Read the following description first to make sure Airlink is the best choice for your trip.


Airlink: Airlink bus #747 stops at both airport terminals, linking the airport to the city center along a strip a few blocks north and south of the river. This bus generally runs an east-west route that parallels the Liffey River, and includes the Busáras Central Bus Station, Connolly Station, O’Connell Street, Trinity College, Christ Church, and Heuston Station. Ask the driver which stop is closest to your hotel (€6, pay driver, 3/hour, 35-45 minutes, tel. 01/873-4222, www.dublinbus.ie).


Aircoach: This bus generally runs a north-south route that follows the O’Connell and Grafton Streets axis. To reach recommended hotels near St. Stephen’s Green (south of the city center), the Aircoach bus is best (€7, covered by Dublin Pass, 3/hour, runs 5:00-23:30, pay driver and confirm best stop for your hotel, tel. 01/844-7118, www.aircoach.ie).


City Bus: The cheapest (and slowest) way from the airport to downtown Dublin is by city bus; buses marked #16A, #41, #41A, and #41B go to O’Connell Street (€2.50, exact change required, no change given, 4/hour, 55 minutes, tel. 01/873-4222, www.dublinbus.ie).


Getting to Dun Laoghaire by Bus: The best way to get to Dun Laoghaire is to take the Aircoach bus (€10, hourly, 50 minutes, tel. 01/844-7118, www.aircoach.ie).


Taking a Taxi: Taxis from the airport into Dublin cost about €30; to Dun Laoghaire, about €40; to Howth, about €25.


By Ferry


Coming from the UK, you have two choices. Irish Ferries has four sailings per day arriving at Dublin Port at the mouth of the River Liffey (two miles east of the town center). Stena Line has three sailings per day arriving at Dublin Port (less frequent off-season).


By Car


Trust me: You don’t want to drive in downtown Dublin. Cars are unnecessary for sightseeing in town, parking is expensive (about €25/day), and traffic will get your fighting Irish up. Save your car-rental days for cross-country travel between smaller towns and see this energetic city by taxi, bus, or on foot. If you have a car, sleep out in the suburbs (Dun Laoghaire or Howth), and ask your innkeeper about the best places to park.


Drivers renting a car at Dublin Airport but not staying in Dun Laoghaire or Howth can bypass the worst of the big-city traffic by taking the M-50 ring road south or west.


Toll Roads: The M-50 uses an automatic tolling system called eFlow. Your rented car should come with an eFlow tag installed; confirm this when you pick up your car at the airport. The €3.10 toll per trip is automatically debited from the credit card that you used to rent the car (for pass details, see www.eflow.ie).


Your rental car’s eFlow tag will work automatically only for the M-50 ring road that circles urban Dublin. On any other Irish toll roads, you’ll have to pay with cash (under €3). These roads mostly run outward from Dublin toward Waterford, Cork, Limerick, and Galway (roads farther west are free). Toll motorways are usually blue on maps and are shown with the letter “M” followed by the route number (toll info and map: www.nra.ie/tolling-information).


HELPFUL HINTS


High Costs: Despite the demise of the Celtic Tiger economic boom (1995-2007—R.I.P.), Ireland is still one of the EU’s more expensive countries. Restaurants and lodging—other than hostels—are more expensive the closer you get to the touristy Temple Bar district. A pint of beer in a Temple Bar pub costs €5 (a sobering thought).


Pickpockets: Irish destinations, especially Dublin, are not immune to this scourge. Wear a money belt or risk spending a couple of days of your cherished vacation in bureaucratic purgatory—on the phone canceling credit cards and at the embassy waiting for a replacement passport. Wasting vacation time this way is like paying to wait in line at the DMV.


Easter Uprising Anniversary: In late April-early May, expect higher prices, parades, and special events marking the 100th anniversary of the 1916 rebellion (see www.ireland.ie).


Festivals: Book ahead during festivals and for any weekend. St. Patrick’s Day is a four-day March extravaganza in Dublin (www.stpatricksday.ie). June 16 is Bloomsday, dedicated to the Irish author James Joyce and featuring the Messenger Bike Rally (www.jamesjoyce.ie). Hotels raise their prices and are packed on rugby weekends (about four per year), during the all-Ireland Gaelic football and hurling finals (Sundays in September), and during summer rock concerts.


Meet a Dubliner: The City of a Thousand Welcomes offers a free service that brings together volunteers and first-time visitors for a cup of tea or a pint. Visitors sign up online in advance, pick an available time slot, and meet their Dublin “ambassador” at the Little Museum of Dublin on St. Stephen’s Green. You’ll head for a nearby tearoom or pub and enjoy a short, informal conversation to get you oriented to the city (free, must be at least 21, 15 St. Stephens Green, tel. 01/661-1000, mobile 087-131-7129, www.cityofathousandwelcomes.com).


Internet Access: Internet cafés are plentiful. All of these places are open daily, generally from about 10:00 to 20:00 (shorter Sat-Sun hours). Viva Internet is close to Christ Church Cathedral (Lord Edward Street near City Hall, tel. 01/672-4725). Central Internet Café is aptly named (6 Grafton Street, easy-to-miss door is directly opposite AIB Bank, tel. 01/677-8298, www.centralinternetcafe.com). Global Internet Café is north of the River Liffey (8 O’Connell Street Lower, tel. 01/878-0295).


Bookstores: The giant granddaddy of them all is Eason’s, five minutes north of the O’Connell Bridge (Mon-Sat 8:00-19:00, Sun 12:00-18:00, 40 O’Connell Street Lower, tel. 01/858-3800).


Laundry: Krystal Launderette, a block southwest of Jurys Inn Christ Church on Patrick Street, is full-service only. Allow six hours and about €12 per load (Mon-Sat 8:00-20:00, Sun 12:00-17:00, tel. 01/454-6864). The All-American Launderette offers self- and full-service options (Mon-Sat 8:30-19:00, Sun 10:00-18:00, 40 South Great George’s Street, tel. 01/677-2779).


Bike Rental: Phoenix Park Bike Hire offers a stress-free ride option in huge, 1,750-acre Phoenix Park. It’s located off Chesterfield Avenue, the main road bisecting the park, at the closest corner of the park to the city center, roughly across the river from Heuston Station (€5/2 hours, €8/4 hours, €10/day, daily 10:00-19:00 “weather depending,” mobile 086-265-6258, www.phoenixparkbikehire.com).


Car Rental: Consider renting a car as you leave Dublin for other points in Ireland. It’s best to avoid driving in hectic central Dublin—rent your car at the airport instead. Agencies with locations in town and at the airport include Avis (35 Old Kilmainham Road, tel. 021/428-1111, airport tel. 01/605-7500, www.avis.ie), Hertz (151 South Circular Road, tel. 01/676-7476, airport tel. 01/844-5466, www.hertz.ie), Budget (151 Lower Drumcondra Road, tel. 01/837-9611, central reservations tel. 09066/27711, airport tel. 01/844-5150, www.budget.ie), and Europcar (2 Haddington Road, tel. 01/614-2888, airport tel. 01/812-0410, www.europcar.ie).


Updates to This Book: For the latest, see www.ricksteves.com/update.



GETTING AROUND DUBLIN



You’ll do most of Dublin on foot, though when you need public transportation, you’ll find it readily available and easy to use. With a little planning, sightseers can make excellent use of a two-day hop-on, hop-off bus ticket to link the best sights.


By Bus: Public buses are cheap and cover the city thoroughly. Most lines start at the four quays, or piers, that are nearest O’Connell Bridge. If you’re away from the center, nearly any bus takes you back downtown. Some bus stops are “request only” stops: Be alert to the bus numbers (above the windshield) of approaching buses. When you see your bus coming, hold your arm out from your side with your palm extended into the street to flag it down. Tell the driver where you’re going, and he’ll ask for €1.95-3.30 depending on the number of stops. Bring change or lose any excess. Bus #90 connects the bus and train stations (see “Arrival in Dublin—By Train,” earlier).


The bus office at 59 O’Connell Street Upper has free bus-route maps and sells two different city-bus passes (Mon 8:30-17:30, Tue-Fri 9:00-17:30, Sat 9:00-14:00, Sun 9:30-14:00, tel. 01/873-4222, www.dublinbus.ie). The five-day Rambler pass is handiest for a longer stay, costing €29.50 and covering the Airlink airport bus (but not Aircoach buses or DART trains). The Short Hop pass (€11.80/1 day, €25.50/3 days) includes DART trains and LUAS trains (but not Airlink or Aircoach buses). The Freedom Pass (€33/3 days) covers city bus, Airlink, and the hop-on, hop-off Dublin Bus Tour (green buses), but not DART trains. Passes are also sold at TIs, newsstands, and markets citywide (mostly Centra, Mace, Spar, and Londis).


By DART (Train): Speedy commuter trains run along the coast, connecting Dublin with Dun Laoghaire (south of city), Howth’s harbor (north of city), and recommended B&Bs. Think of the DART line as a giant “C” that serves coastal suburbs from Bray in the south to Howth in the north (€3.15, €6 round-trips valid same day only, Eurail Pass valid if you use a counted flexi-day, tel. 01/703-3504, www.irishrail.ie/home).


By LUAS (Light Rail): The city’s light-rail system has two main lines (red and green) that serve inland suburbs. The more useful line for tourists is the red line, with an east-west section connecting the Heuston and Connolly train stations (a 15-minute ride apart) at opposite edges of the Central 1 Zone. In between, the Busáras Central Bus Station, Smithfield, and Museum stops can be handy (€1.80, 6/hour, runs 5:30-24:45, tel. 1-800-300-604, www.luas.ie). Check the 15-foot-high pillars at each boarding platform that display the time and destination of the next LUAS train. Make sure you’re on the right platform for the direction you want to go.


By Taxi: Taxis are everywhere and easy to hail (cheaper for 3-4 people). Cabbies are generally honest, friendly, and good sources of information (€4.10 daytime minimum 8:00-20:00, €4.45 nighttime minimum 20:00-8:00, €1/each additional adult, figure about €12 for most crosstown rides, €40/hour for guided joyride).


Tours in Dublin


While Dublin’s physical treasures are lackluster by European standards, the gritty city has a fine story to tell and people with a natural knack for telling it. It’s a good town for walking tours, and competition is fierce. Pamphlets touting creative walks are posted all over town. Choices include medieval walks, literary walks, Georgian Dublin walks, and traditional music pub crawls. Taking an evening walk is a great way to meet other travelers. The Dublin TI also offers free, good-quality “Dublin Discovery Trails” audio tours for travelers with smartphones (download via Apple’s App Store or Goggle Play).


ON FOOT



▲▲Historical Walking Tour



This is your best introductory walk. A group of hardworking history graduates—many of whom claim to have done more than just kiss the Blarney Stone—enliven Dublin’s basic historic strip (Trinity College, Old Parliament House, Dublin Castle, and Christ Church Cathedral). You’ll get the story of their city, from its Viking origins to the present. Guides speak at length about the roots of Ireland’s struggle with Britain. As you listen to your guide, you’ll stand in front of buildings that aren’t much to look at, but are lots to talk about (May-Sept daily at 11:00 and 15:00, April and Oct daily at 11:00, Nov-March Fri-Sun only at 11:00). All walks last two hours and cost €12 (get the €10 “student” discount rate with this book in 2016, free for kids under 14, departs from front gate of Trinity College, private tours available, mobile 087-688-9412 or 087-830-3523, www.historicalinsights.ie).



▲▲▲Traditional Irish Musical Pub Crawl



This impressive and entertaining tour visits the upstairs rooms of three pubs; there, you’ll listen to two musicians talk about, play, and sing traditional Irish music. While having only two musicians makes the music a bit thin (Irish music aficionados will say you’re better off just finding a good session), the evening—though touristy—is not gimmicky. It’s an education in traditional Irish music. The musicians clearly enjoy introducing rookies to their art and are very good at it. Humor is their primary educational tool. In the summer, this popular tour frequently sells out. It’s easy to reserve ahead online. To get your discount, use voucher code “RSIRISH” (€12, €1 discount with this book in 2016, beer extra, allow 2.5 hours, April-Oct daily at 19:30, Nov-March Thu-Sat only, maximum 50 people, meet upstairs at Gogarty’s Pub at the corner of Fleet and Anglesea in the Temple Bar area, tel. 01/475-3313, www.musicalpubcrawl.com).
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