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Welcome to the world of MythQuest…

Discover the fables and legends about the origin, history, deities, ancestors and heroes of India.

While the term ‘myth’ in common conversation means a false story, in the world of religion, folklore and magic, myths are considered ‘true’. They tell stories of the creation of the universe, the eternal battle between good and evil and the history of humankind itself.

The main characters in our myths are bigger and better than any modern superheroes. They are birds and beasts, gods and demons, kings and queens, generals and warriors, sages and gurus, each with extraordinary powers that changed the course of history and the fate of the human race.

The people to whom a myth belongs consider it a true account of their past millions of years ago. Even today, they continue to worship the gods and goddesses, follow the rituals and read the texts that developed from these myths.

Hachette India’s MythQuest series brings to you fascinating stories from the vast treasures of ancient mythology. Read them all—and become a MythMaster!
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Mythological characters and events have been described in different ways in different versions of ancient texts. We have chosen the most interesting and key stories to build a comprehensive account for the young reader.


This story is about …


Sarama, or the Hound of Heaven, and her children known as the Sarameyas. The name Sarama means ‘the fleet-footed one’. In the Rig Veda, there are two words that describe her—supadi, which means fair-footed or quick, and subhaga, or the fortunate one, who is loved by all. Sarama was a celestial dog, and belonged to Indra, the King of Gods and Lord of Heaven. She was also called devashuni, or beloved of the gods.

No one really knows of her origins. She is sometimes believed to be one of the daughters of King Daksha, a great king and demigod born from the mind of Brahma, the God of Creation. While some texts say that she was the mother of the entire race of dogs, others believe that she was the mother of all wild animals including tigers and lions. In the early Vedas, Sarama is depicted not as a dog, but as a lovely, fair-footed goddess. Some other stories mention that Sarama is the sister of Brihaspati, the great spiritual teacher of the gods.

As the mother of all dogs, Sarama was the first of her kind and she gave birth to great dogs known as the Sarameyas. Two of the first Sarameyas were named Shyama and Sabala, and were the four-eyed magnificent creatures who went on to serve Yama, the God of Death.

Here is their tale full of barks of bravery …
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CHAPTER ONE


THE GREAT CATTLE
THEFT
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This story takes place a long, long time ago when human beings were pastoral nomads and belonged to different tribes. Our story is about the most ancient of these tribes known as the Angirasas. They were named after the powerful sage called Angiras as they were believed to be his descendents. They had huge herds of cattle and were peaceful nomads who moved across the world in search of new pastures. Their journeys often covered great distances and took them to many wondrous lands.
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