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INTRODUCTION:
WELCOME TO
YOUR FUTURE!
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Since the dawn of time, humans have sought to predict the future. It seems almost natural that we would turn to fortune-telling to improve our lives and the lives of our friends, families and our wider community. Whether it is through reading the entrails of sheep (yes, people really did this) or interpreting the dreams of kings, we have always sought to gain divine guidance with the help of fortune-telling.


The word ‘divination’ comes from the Latin divinare, a verb that means to foresee or foretell. A diviner is, therefore, someone who can see future events before they take place. By using divination, a diviner can predict what might happen in the coming weeks, months or years, and give advice based on what they see.


The most famous diviners often held positions of authority and are considered by history to be somewhat special. Joseph, a biblical prophet, interpreted the dream of the pharaoh and, as a result, rose to become the Egyptian prime minister. In mythology, Graeco-Roman heroes often visited oracles or a sibyl before they embarked on their quests. John Dee, a sixteenth-century psychic and crystal scryer, was the tutor and adviser to Queen Elizabeth I.


These impressive figures might lead you to believe that you have to be specially gifted to be a diviner, but this is not the case. It is safe to assume that ordinary people have always practised divination. In fact, you’ve probably been practising divination yourself without even realizing it. Believe it or not, the following are all acts of divination:


FINDING WHITE FEATHERS: if you’re one of the many people who view finding white feathers or other objects as being spiritually significant, you are practising a method of divination known as ‘apantomancy’.


READING AT RANDOM: if you open a book, read a random passage and interpret this as a message from a higher being, you are inadvertently practising a method of divination called ‘bibliomancy’.


ASSIGNING MEANING TO YOUR DREAMS: if you have ever changed your actions because of a dream, this makes you a dream interpreter.


You may assume that you have to be psychic to become a diviner, but as you can see, you can make divining a part of your lifestyle without doing anything out of the ordinary. Psychic ability is something that grows stronger with divination; divination is not something you practise just because you’re psychic.


Anyone and everyone can be a diviner. The future is open to all of us, not just a select few. Like practising any new skill or hobby, all you have to do is take the plunge and commit to learning it. Some methods of divination require tools, but not all do. To be a diviner, you do not have to stock up on fancy card decks and crystals.


I come from a Romany Gypsy background and had diviners in my family. Because of this, I began practising divination at a very young age. Around the age of 7, I began to use my older sister’s Tarot cards: I would sneak the deck out of her bedroom and perform readings. This went on until I turned 10 and my mother bought me my own cards.


Although I loved the Tarot, I became enchanted by divination systems that did not require tools. In Romany Gypsy culture, discussing our dreams with friends and family members is a daily occurrence. My relatives would even tell me about past dreams they had and how these eventually manifested in real life. For example, when I was a baby, my mother had dreamed that I had a third eye on the back of my head – my family interpreted this as a ‘sign’ that I would one day be a reader of fortunes.


Gypsies are very big on signs and we believe that God, the universe and the spirits send them to us frequently. For us, some methods of divination are not viewed as divination but as ways of life. An omen, a dream or a minor setback can have spiritual significance. Over the years, I have discovered what different symbols represent and learned how to interpret others for myself.


A lot of people, including you, know much more about divination than they think they do. All human cultures, not just Romany Gypsies, assign special status to symbols every day; for example, you probably already know that clovers symbolize good luck and that fir trees are associated with Christmas. You can use this sort of knowledge to interpret dreams, read signs and even predict the future based on the shape of clouds! You can get started with divination right now, today – you already have everything you need to begin making predictions.


Divining is a skill you can use to improve every area of your life’s journey. Most people think of divination as something that uncovers their future in general. While this is true, you can also use fortune-telling to assist you in your relationships, wellbeing goals, career and anything else that is not up to par with how you envisioned your best life to be.


Divination is one of those rare spiritual practices that can help you tackle serious issues, but it can also provide a bit of entertainment. You can practise divination by yourself or with friends and family. Divining the future can be a fun experience, especially if you use the best method of divination for the job.


All forms of fortune-telling can be used for every area of your life, but some systems really come into their own if they are employed for a particular purpose. For instance, you can use Tarot cards for divining pretty much everything, but the most popular way to use them is for love readings. The Tarot system has been perfectly designed to answer any and all questions related to relationships. Another example is astrology. While the positions of the planets can reveal details about your life in general, you can also use astrology to help make better decisions with regards to health, fitness and lifestyle. This book will show you different systems of divination and teach you the best ones to apply to different areas of your life. Throughout I will introduce you to many different types of divination method and teach you the basic principles and practices, but also show which method is best suited to different areas of your life.


While working through this book, you will find that some methods of divination are better suited to you than others, and that is perfectly OK. Divination is personal and largely based on preference. What works for others may not work for you, but I recommend that you give all the systems a try. Most diviners give everything a bash at least once.


So, let’s get started on the quest to become a diviner! May the spirit be with you throughout this journey and beyond…





GETTING STARTED:
DIVINATION 101
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Before you get started, here are some useful things you need to know, along with answers to a few frequently asked questions.


WILL ALL TYPES OF DIVINATION
WORK FOR ME?


The methods for each type of divination system can vary across traditions, so I’ve focused on the most common and popular methods. I’ve also kept them simple for the beginner diviner. As you grow in skill and confidence, feel free to explore other methods. Divination is personal, so if you find an alternative method you prefer, go with it. Also, you may find you have an affinity for some methods of divination and don’t get on with others, and that’s perfectly OK. This book is intended to act as a useful introduction to the craft, but where you take your newfound divination skills is up to you.


DO SYMBOLS ALWAYS MEAN
THE SAME THING?


There is a lot of variation in symbol meanings and their interpretations. The methods, symbols and interpretations in this book predominantly follow the most universal meanings and my own Romany Gypsy tradition. Other psychics from different backgrounds may have different methods and interpretations. Meanings and interpretations can also be influenced by our cultural values and our own personal experiences. Because your background and experiences are different from mine, you may interpret symbols differently – and this is perfectly legitimate. In fact, I urge you to come up with your own interpretations as this can make your readings even more personal and accurate.


Your own culture, experiences and circumstances will always influence how you interpret symbols; for example, I always interpret rodents negatively because they are considered marime, or dirty, in Gypsy culture. You may not agree with that because you have had positive experiences with mice. So, if you do not resonate with some of my symbolic meanings, it is perfectly OK to assign your own according to your beliefs. This book aims to help you develop your psychic abilities and interpretation skills in order for you to become a confident and skilled diviner.


DO I HAVE TO LEARN DIFFERENT
SYMBOLIC MEANINGS FOR EVERY
METHOD OF DIVINATION?


You’ll be pleased to know that you do not have to learn new meanings for every method of divination. The symbols listed at the back of this book (see here) can be adopted for any fortune-telling system – from tea leaf reading to dream interpretation.


However, the methodology behind how you apply these symbols varies between divination systems. For example, in tea leaf reading you have to interpret the symbol in relation to the teacup. In Lenormand card readings, you have to interpret the cards in relation to the spread. So while the symbols in this book will give you the meanings, the individual chapters will help you to apply those meanings to the various fortune-telling systems.


DO I HAVE TO KNOW THE MEANING
OF EVERY SYMBOL?


You do not have to memorize every single symbol to become a capable diviner. Instead, you should work on learning the most common symbol meanings. As mentioned, there are handy, simple reference guides at the back of this book to help you (see here). The interpretations offered in the book are deliberately simplified and focused for newbie diviners, but as you learn more about divination and explore each method, you will develop a greater understanding of the symbols and will be able to give more nuanced readings.


HOW DO I KNOW WHICH
MEANING TO USE?


A single symbol, card or crystal etc. can have multiple meanings. For example, in the divination system of Lenormand, the Fish card can symbolize money but also water or fluid. So, how do you know which meaning you should use?


When you interpret a symbol or card you will take a variety of factors into account. The question you’re answering, the spread you’re using, the positions the objects fall in, how the reading progresses and your intuition will all point you towards the right meaning.


Some meanings make more sense within the context of the reading. Most readings answer a specific question, so the type of question you’re answering can lead you towards the correct meaning. If you’re performing a business reading with a Lenormand deck, the Fish card is more likely to represent money than it is to symbolize water.


Other than the question, some divination methods require the use of spreads, which you’ll learn about in Chapters 4 and 5 (the Lenormand and Tarot chapters), or boards, which you’ll learn about in Chapter 13 on casting. Just as you will discover how to interpret the symbols with regard to the question, you’ll also take the meanings of these positions into account. So, in a Lenormand Grand Tableau spread you’ll find a position called the House of Clover, which represents luck. If your Fish card falls here, this card is more likely to represent money than it is to represent water, because good fortune often means an increase in wealth.
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How your reading progresses and the combinations that arise can also give you clues as to the meaning of a particular card or symbol. If, in a Lenormand reading, you were to pull a Scythe or Coffin card (which can predict loss) and then the Fish card, this would most likely predict a loss of money. In itself, the Fish is usually quite a neutral card and is negative only when combined with a dire card, such as the Scythe, or positive only when combined with a good one, such as the Sun.


Finally, the most reliable way to interpret a symbol is to rely on your intuition. This will often lead you towards the right meaning. That is why the start of this book focuses heavily on intuitive and spiritual development. If all else fails, your intuition will lead you down the right path.






HOW SHOULD I CARE FOR
MY DIVINING OBJECTS?


You should always treat your divination objects with special care, because doing so will ensure that you take your readings seriously. If you do not view your readings as important, you will not pay attention to what they tell you or take their advice, and you will not believe in your predictions.


If you assign spiritual significance to your divination objects, this will help you to see your readings through a sacred lens. Having a special care routine for your divination objects – such as keeping them in their specifically assigned space – can also help your readings become more ritualistic or ceremonial.


From the moment you assign something the role of ‘divination object’ you can start to perform readings with it. To create a strong bond with it, practise your readings often. To strengthen this bond with your new divination tool, you should keep it in close proximity to you. Carry it around with you for a few weeks. Place it on the nightstand next to your bed. Allow it to soak up your energy.


Most diviners feel that having a special place to store divination objects is imperative. You can wrap your divination objects in silk cloths or house them in drawstring bags. Some diviners keep their divination objects wrapped up and stored in wooden boxes. Personally, I prefer not to have my divination objects hidden away; I like to have them out in the open as I feel that makes them a bigger part of my life, but there are no hard and fast rules.


I am also of the opinion that you should not allow other people to touch your divination objects. Not letting any old person play with your tools will mean that your tools retain a meaningful connection to you and your life. They are yours and yours alone. I do not even allow my seekers to shuffle their own cards for card readings.






HOW TO WORK
WITH THE
ETHICS OF
DIVINATION
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There are many ethical concerns related to divination, especially when it comes to reading for other people. Everyone will have their own ideas about what constitutes ethical and unethical behaviour. You will find that ethics often differ based on each individual’s religious, cultural and social background. Whether you agree or not with another diviner’s ethics, it’s important to be respectful of them. Here are a couple of areas to consider when it comes to the ethics of divination.


DOES DIVINATION TAKE AWAY
MY FREE WILL?


No, divination does not take away free will. While there are things that are destined to happen (and are unavoidable), we always have a choice as to how we are going to get there.


Let’s say that your divination has predicted that you and your friends are going to one day visit a river together. One of your friends walks to the river, but another drives. You hitchhike. You have all chosen how and when you visit the location using your own free will, but eventually, you all arrive as predicted.


Some aspects of life we can predict because they are meant to be, for whatever reason. Other aspects do not have far-reaching consequences for us, so we can sway them in a particular direction. As you step into the role of diviner, you will find it easier to spot the avoidable and unavoidable, but remember that this is something that comes with experience. For now, just worry about recording your forecasts for accuracy, and in the future you can look back on predictions you have experienced or avoided.


SHOULD I CONSIDER MY STATE OF MIND
WHEN PRACTISING DIVINATION?


It is best if you perform your readings when you are in a steady emotional state. If you try to read cards, for example, straight after a break-up or argument you will find that your reading is much harder to interpret. When you’re feeling as though you ‘really’ need an answer, it is probably best to wait until the next day when your emotions are stable and your interpretations objective.


CAN I READ THE SAME MATTER
MORE THAN ONCE?


Do not form a habit of reading the same matter more than once, as doing so can cause you to become obsessive. While it can help you to navigate life, divination is not the answer to all your problems. You should record the results of your readings so that you can refer back to them and avoid reading on the same matter.
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The exception to this rule is that you can read the same matter again if something has changed in that situation – this is because, if the circumstances have changed, the situation has changed. For example, if you have read on your relationship when you and your partner were together but now you have separated, it is OK to read the matter again, because your circumstances are different.


Similarly, it is OK to read on the same situation again if most of your past reading has come to fruition. Once your initial reading has played out, there is no reason why you cannot perform another reading on the same matter. But, again, avoid reading on the same matter if your reading has not had time to happen.


HOW OLD DO I NEED TO BE
TO PRACTISE DIVINATION?


Not only do some people think it is wrong to allow younger people to read, but they also believe that you should not read for anyone under the age of 18. However, there is nothing wrong or dangerous about divination itself, and in my experience it’s perfectly OK to read for teenagers or younger children in your family.
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