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Insight


The world of the Crusades: Europe, the Near East and North Africa
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You may need to refer back to this map as you read the rest of this book.
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1 The Crusades: The essentials


This stained-glass window can be seen at Boulogne in northern France, just across the English Channel. It shows the town’s most famous son: Godfrey of Bouillon, often called the first Christian King of Jerusalem. In 1099, he won fame for his part in defeating the Muslim forces that ruled the Holy Land where Christ had lived and died. Although the name was never used in Godfrey’s time, we now call those wars The Crusades: the wars of the cross.
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Words in bold (such as Holy Land above) are defined in the glossary on pages 138 and 139.
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Duke Godfrey of Bouillon as shown in a stained-glass window at Boulogne sur Mer in northern France.


The window was made in 1899–1900 almost certainly to commemorate the eighth centenary of Godfrey’s part in capturing Jerusalem at the end of the First Crusade.





This window was made in 1900, eight centuries after Godfrey’s death. It fits the popular ideal of a crusader. His powerful figure stands fully armed, with his tunic and shield proudly bearing the sign of the cross. His steel sword is held firmly in his grip and he gazes towards the heavens as if looking to God’s own kingdom.


A brief summary of Godfrey’s story can help us to enter the world of the first crusaders. It was very different in many ways from the world we know today. Godfrey was born around 1060 into a wealthy and important noble family that held lands along the borders of what we would now call France, Belgium and Germany. In his day those modern nation states did not exist. The map on pages 2 and 3 shows the world into which Godfrey was born. To help you make sense of his story and to become familiar with some landmarks of the Crusades, locate these places on the map:




•  Boulogne, on the north coast of France, where Godfrey was born.


•  Bouillon, where he owned his lands, about 100 miles away.


•  France, made up of people collectively known as ‘The Franks’.


•  The German Empire, made up of various duchies and kingdoms (including Godfrey’s lands at Bouillon).


•  The western or ‘Latin’ Christian lands.


•  The eastern or ‘Greek’ Christian lands which included …







   •  The Byzantine Empire. (This was the name given to the Roman Empire, which continued in the east long after the western half broke up around AD480.)


   •  Constantinople at the southern point of the Black Sea where Europe and Asia were divided by a narrow stretch of sea. This was the magnificent capital city of the Byzantine Empire.







•  Jerusalem, over 2500 miles south-east of Boulogne, deep in Muslim-held lands. This is where Godfrey fought, ruled … and then died in AD1100.





Until 1095, Godfrey lived as a minor nobleman with little influence outside his own lands. Then, in that year, Pope Urban II, the leader of the Latin Church, called upon western Christians to fight on behalf of their fellow Christians in the Holy Land. The Pope declared that the Christians who lived there were suffering at the hands of their Muslim rulers.


Godfrey answered the Pope’s call. He gave up much of his land to raise funds and gathered an army of knights and foot soldiers. In August 1096, these first ‘crusaders’ set off across Europe towards the Holy Land, with the cross of Christ sewn onto their tunics. In the summer of 1096 the different crusader armies gathered at Constantinople, the capital of the Byzantine Empire. They may have numbered 50,000.


Over the next three years this ‘army of God’ struggled towards Jerusalem, both inflicting and suffering the horrors of war. (Godfrey once ordered that twenty Muslim enemies be blinded to prevent them fighting again.) Along the way, the crusaders experienced disease, famine and death. When horses died, proud knights rode on the backs of cattle. Thousands perished or turned back. About 14,000 reached Jerusalem in June 1099.


On 15 July Godfrey and a group of his knights were the first to climb over the city’s high walls, opening the way for the others to follow. This led to a dreadful slaughter of the Muslims and Jews of Jerusalem. Godfrey made his way to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, built on the very place where he believed Christ had risen from the dead. He took off his armour, entered the church and prayed as the bloodshed continued in the streets.


Days later, the crusaders chose the ruler of the new kingdom of Jerusalem. Godfrey accepted the role – but most sources say that he refused the title of ‘King’, insisting that he would not wear a crown of gold where Christ had worn a crown of thorns.


He died just a year later and was buried in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. He died believing that his sinful soul would find a place in heaven, not despite his part in the brutal Holy War, but because of it.


This really was a very different age from our own.



The Crusades: 1095–1291


In any study of history it helps to grasp the ‘big picture’ before getting into the more complex details. You have already met Godfrey of Bouillon. On these two pages we use the true stories of six more individuals to shed light on important times and places in the 200-year history of the Crusades. Follow the stories anticlockwise.
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Story 1: Pope Urban II in Clermont – 1095


In November 1095, on a hillside at Clermont in France, Pope Urban II addressed a large gathering. He called on western Christians to take up arms and to travel east to fight against a fierce group of Muslims called the Seljuk Turks. These Seljuks had taken land from the Christian Byzantine Empire and, he claimed, they were persecuting Christians and stopping them from visiting the holy city of Jerusalem where Christ had been crucified. Urban II promised that anyone who fought to free Jerusalem from Muslim control would be sure of a place in heaven.


Urban’s message spread rapidly and powerfully. Thousands of western Christians joined the ‘army of God’ and set off on their Holy War. Some, like Godfrey of Bouillon, reached Jerusalem and took the city in July 1099. But Pope Urban II never knew of their success. He died far away in Rome just days after the crusaders’ victory.
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Story 2: Ibn Munqidh in Damascus – 1143


After taking Jerusalem in 1099, most crusaders returned to Europe but others stayed in the east to guard the city of Jerusalem and the crusader states they established along the coast. They lived alongside the Muslims they had conquered. Usama ibn Munqidh was a writer, soldier and diplomat who lived and worked in the city of Damascus in the 1140s. He wrote about the crusader Christians whom he, like all other Muslims, called Franks. With some he was on friendly terms, but he made clear his resentment at the arrival of the Franks and his belief that their rule over Muslims was not deserved. He was not the only Muslim with these thoughts and the middle of the twelfth century saw the first real stirrings of a Muslim fight-back.
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Story 3: Queen Eleanor of Aquitaine in Sicily – 1149


In 1144 the Muslims recaptured the crusader lands around Edessa and massacred the Christians who lived there. A Second Crusade led by the kings of Germany and France set off for the east. The king of France, Louis VII, was accompanied on crusade by his wife, Queen Eleanor of Aquitaine who was as committed to crusading as any man.


But this Second Crusade was a disaster. Louis, Eleanor and their armies, like those of the German king, struggled to reach the Holy Land and were driven back almost immediately by the Muslim forces. As Eleanor sailed home to France, her ship, like the Crusade that had just failed, was blown off course. When it eventually reached Palermo in Sicily, Eleanor learned how the Crusade’s failure had been greeted by a sense of shock and shame in Europe. Some even blamed the defeat on the amount of luggage the army had been carrying for Eleanor and her ladies-in-waiting! Crusading did not guarantee glory.





[image: ]







[image: ]







[image: ]






Story 4: Saladin in Jerusalem – 1189


When the first crusaders took Jerusalem in 1099, the Muslim world was too divided to resist the power of the Franks. That changed in the second half of the twelfth century with the emergence of a new leader in the Muslim Near East. His name was Saladin. In 1187 his army shattered the Franks at the Battle of Hattin to the north of Jerusalem. Within weeks he took Jerusalem itself. The city was back in Muslim hands for the first time in almost 90 years. In an attempt to regain Christian control of Jerusalem, a Third Crusade (1189–92) set out from Europe. In England this campaign is famous for the part played by King Richard I. He forced Saladin to stop his attacks on the crusader states, but Jerusalem remained under Muslim control.
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Story 5: Enrico Dandolo in Constantinople – 1204


In 1198 Pope Innocent III called a Fourth Crusade in a bid to put Jerusalem once and for all under Christian control. Its leaders planned to launch their attack on Muslim lands by sea. They worked with Enrico Dandolo, the Doge (leader) of Venice. This Italian sea power had grown rich by trading in the Mediterranean. Dandolo was blind and over 90 years of age when he agreed, not only to provide the ships to take a crusader army to attack Egypt, but also to join the Crusade himself.


The Crusade was a shameful disaster. Dandolo and the other leaders took their fleet to Constantinople, not Egypt, hoping that the Byzantine Christians of the city would support them. But the crusaders became involved in a brutal and treacherous Byzantine civil war, and ended up capturing Constantinople. The Crusade never reached Egypt. Instead, western Christians fought eastern Christians and a Flemish nobleman took over as the new Byzantine Emperor. Meanwhile, Dandolo and others looted the treasures of Constantinople and sent them home to Venice. The crusader states were left to look after themselves.
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Story 6: Baibars, Sultan of Egypt in Antioch – 1268


The Fourth Crusade had aimed to attack Egypt as it had become the centre of Muslim power. By 1260, that power was in the hands of a vicious former army general named Baibars. In 1265 Baibars launched a full-scale jihad against the crusader states. Using his massive army and a range of cunning deceptions, he took one crusader city or castle after another. In 1268 his forces gathered outside the mighty walls of Antioch, which, in 1097, had only fallen to the crusaders after eight months of desperate siege. Baibars took it in a single day. His army slaughtered the inhabitants who had so foolishly refused to surrender.


Baibars died in 1277 before his victory over the Franks was complete. He was buried in Damascus close to the tomb of Saladin. In the years that followed, the Muslims pressed home their advantage. In 1291 they recaptured the last crusader city, the port of Acre. The age of the Crusades to the Holy Land was over.
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What does this book try to do?


This book helps you to develop a deep understanding of the Crusades. We have structured it around enquiry questions covering the period from 1095 (the First Crusade) to 1204 (the Fourth Crusade). Each one focuses on fascinating people, places and events. Our book also includes ‘insights’ that allow you to explore particular aspects of the Crusades in more depth. These enquiries and ‘insights’ will help you to:


1 Enter the minds of people in the past


How were crusades justified? What motivated the crusaders? How did Christians and Muslims relate to each other during the time of the Crusades? These are big questions that the enquiries and ‘insights’ in this book will help you to answer. We should always remember that history is about real people living through particular moments in time. The people you will read about in this book faced tough situations and difficult decisions. The world they inhabited was very different from ours. It takes a huge effort of imagination to enter their minds; but that’s what good historians do.


2 Make up your own mind


Historians love to debate and argue. In the 1980s they began to argue about the definition of ‘the Crusades’. Some historians (Traditionalists) insisted that the only real crusades were those that tried to capture or defend the city of Jerusalem and they limited their studies to the period 1095–1291. Your A Level course is probably shaped by this interpretation. Others (Pluralists) argued that a crusade was any war proclaimed by the Pope, whether against Muslims, fellow Christians, people with pagan beliefs or simply political enemies. In their minds, the Crusades lasted into the eighteenth or nineteenth century. This book does not get deeply involved in that old debate but it does try to help you decide about other arguments between historians about the motivation of the crusaders, the reasons behind the outcomes of different Crusades, and the ways in which Muslims and Christians related to each other. By encouraging you to wrestle with these issues, this book helps you to strengthen your own mind and to develop the healthy habit of supporting your opinions with evidence.


3 Discover how historians work


Our understanding of the past doesn’t stand still. Each generation of historians builds on the work of earlier historians, challenging but also deepening previous understanding. As you read this book you’ll find examples of historians challenging old ideas and putting forward new interpretations. Sometimes this happens because historians ask new and interesting questions. Interpretations also change because historians read the written sources (chronicles, letters, legal documents, poems and songs) in different ways, or because they look beyond the texts and ask interesting questions about the material remains of the Crusades – castles, settlements, art, coins and other artefacts. In this book you’ll discover some of the ways in which historians work, and why the Crusades continue to be such a fascinating area of historical research.



4 Explore Muslim perspectives


In studying the Crusades we need to try to understand the experiences and attitudes of men and women, rich and poor, east and west, Christian and Muslim. This last point really matters. A feature of recent historical study of the Crusades has been the attempt to find sources that reveal the mind-set of Muslims during this period. We have attempted to reflect this by exploring the Crusades from both Christian and Muslim perspectives. In enquiries that focus on particular Crusades you will consider Muslim as well as Christian strategies and experiences. In Enquiry 4, when you investigate life in the crusader states, you will use both Christian and Muslim sources. In Enquiry 6 you will focus entirely on changes in the Muslim world.


5 Appreciate complexity


This book inevitably focuses on conflict and warfare. You will read about terrible acts of violence and slaughter. Against this backdrop it would be easy to view the era as an age of ‘total war’ between Islam and the west, an era of embittered conflict, fuelled by ingrained hatred and cycles of reciprocal violence. But people and societies are multi-layered. As you study the Crusades you will encounter warfare and violence alongside deep religious piety and human loyalty. You will find groups and individuals sometimes bitterly and brutally divided and sometimes working together in remarkable displays of respect and interdependence. Recent research has shown that the Crusades were not only about Christian Holy War and Islamic jihad, they also involved trade and cultural exchange between Christians and Muslims. The extraordinary complexity of the Crusades is something that we have tried to emphasise in this book.


6 Understand why the Crusades still matter


We believe that there has never been a more important time to study the Crusades. Religious conflict is a fact of life in the twenty-first century just as it was in the medieval world. Indeed, religiously justified violence is on the increase across the globe. Almost every day the news carries images and stories of murders committed in the name of religion. Many people engaged in religious conflict use the language of Holy War and of crusading to provide a moral justification for violence. Sometimes they even make direct links between the Crusades and current conflicts. Almost always these links are based on false perceptions and prejudices rather than on historical reality and careful study. In the final pages of this book we try to show just how dangerous the false perceptions can be.
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So is this the only book I need?


Definitely not! Never rely on just one book when studying history. Success at A level can only come by engaging with a range of texts that provide different levels of detail and, quite possibly, argue different points of view. Which other books should you read? Ideally you will find books that have not just been written for A level, but ones that take you deeper. There are several strong histories of the Crusades available at the time of writing. You will find some suggestions at www.schoolshistoryproject.org.uk/Publishing/BooksSHP/Enquiring/Crusades.
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Insight


Jerusalem – the holy city in the Holy Land


In AD985, about 100 years before the Crusades began, a Muslim named al-Muqaddisi wrote affectionately about the city where he was born. It was set in dry, rocky hills, about 30 miles from the south-eastern corner of the Mediterranean Sea. He called the city al-Quds, meaning ‘The Holy’, but we know it as Jerusalem.


Al-Muqaddisi accepted that the city had its faults: the public baths were dirty, the produce on sale was expensive and he complained that ‘all the year round, never are her streets empty of strangers’. But he praised the fine stone buildings, and the cleanliness of the markets that sold grapes, oranges, figs, bananas and almonds of excellent quality. Water was freely available all around the city and there were no brothels. He noted with pride how the call to prayer went out from minarets across the narrow streets and alleyways, and he admired the beauty of the Aqsa Mosque high on the Temple Mount. Above all he delighted in the Dome of the Rock, lovingly describing the scene at dawn when the sun’s rays fell on the brass-covered roof of this great shrine at the high point of the city. It marked the place where, in Muslim belief, the Prophet Muhammad had been taken on a sacred Night Journey from Earth to heaven so that God could teach him the secrets of prayer.


Al-Muqaddisi boasted that he had not heard of any building from pre-Islamic times that could match the Dome of the Rock. The city’s history stretched back thousands of years before Muslim Arabs had captured it in AD638. In those centuries it had become sacred to two other religious groups: the Christians and the Jews. Different Jewish temples had occupied the exact site where the Muslims later put their Dome of the Rock. The first was built around 950BC by King Solomon, son of the great King David. The land it occupied became known as Temple Mount. In the course of the next thousand years, that temple was twice destroyed and twice rebuilt. The third temple was built by King Herod in 19BC, with the agreement of the Romans who had conquered the region but allowed him to continue as king of the Jews.


In that same period under Roman rule, a Jewish carpenter named Jesus began preaching in Jerusalem and the surrounding area. His teachings deeply upset the Jewish leaders who asked the Romans to put him to death. Around AD33, Jesus was crucified on a hill to the west of the city walls. His body was entombed nearby but his followers were convinced that he rose from the dead, proving that he was the son of God. Their certainty created the new religion of Christianity. It survived and spread far and wide, despite the efforts of the Romans to crush it.


In AD70 the Romans also turned against the Jews who – like the Christians – now refused to submit to the Roman Emperor. The Romans pulled down Herod’s temple and in AD130 the Emperor Hadrian went further and banned all Jews from Jerusalem. Most left the city though some later returned and there has always been a Jewish presence there over the centuries. Thousands of Jews travelled each year to pray at the mighty walls that support the Temple Mount.


Jerusalem lost importance over the next 200 years, but that changed in AD326. In that year the Roman Emperor Constantine, who had recently announced that Christians could now worship freely, sent his mother Helena to Jerusalem. She had become a Christian and longed to honour the place where Christ had died and had risen. She ordered the building of a glorious church on the exact site of the crucifixion and of the tomb. When the Muslims conquered the region in the seventh century, they did not destroy this Church of the Holy Sepulchre, accepting that Jesus had been a prophet, but not the Son of God. They allowed Christians and Jews to live in the city and to follow their own religions provided they paid a special tax each year.


The Muslims also allowed pilgrimages to continue. As the Church of the Holy Sepulchre was being built, Helena claimed that workers had found the cross on which Christ had died. This True Cross was placed within the church and many thousands of Christian pilgrims, from as far away as western Europe, flocked to Jerusalem each year just to pray before it. They mixed with Jews who came to pray at the walls of the Temple Mount and the Muslims who travelled from afar to see the Dome of the Rock. No wonder al-Muqaddisi complained that the streets of Jerusalem were always full of strangers. Muslims, Christians and Jews all felt that this city belonged to them.
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This shows the area of Jerusalem from the time of Jesus to the early twentieth century.
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Temple Mount, the site of the ancient temple of the Jews. The first temple was built by King Solomon around 950BC.
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The Dome of the Rock, a holy Muslim shrine, built in AD692. The Aqsa mosque, built at about the same date, is marked to the right.
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The Church of the Holy Sepulchre, originally built in AD330. Much of the building today dates from about AD1150.





[image: ]







[image: ]







2 Why did the First Crusade erupt in 1095?
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This photograph shows the city of Clermont in central France. It occupies a dramatic setting on a high plain surrounded by a great ring of dormant volcanoes. The volcanoes seem very appropriate because it was from this ancient city, in 1095, that there erupted a movement of such dramatic power and energy that its repercussions still affect our world today. We call it the First Crusade.
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Clermont has grown since the Middle Ages, It is now known as Clermont-Ferrand. You can just make out the dark, volcanic moutains in the distance.
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On the face of it, the cause of this explosion of crusading force was a sermon delivered not far from the site where the thirteenth-century cathedral now stands. On 27 November 1095, a crowd of several hundred gathered in a field just outside the ancient city to hear the words of a special visitor, the leader of the Church in western Europe, Pope Urban II.


In his great speech the Pope was passing on an urgent plea for help that had been sent to him earlier that year. It came from the Emperor Alexios I who ruled the distant Byzantine Empire thousands of miles to the east. Urban’s words were powerful: within weeks, his message had been carried all over western Europe. Observers at the time recognised that something completely new was happening. As the shock waves spread, somewhere between 50,000 and 100,000 men and women, rich and poor, headed east for the Holy Land confident that they were doing the Pope’s will and God’s will. They were going to fight Muslims to win control of what they believed to be the holiest place on God’s Earth: the city of Jerusalem.
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[image: ] Enquiry Focus: Why did the First Crusade erupt in 1095?


Events as resounding as the First Crusade cannot simply appear from nowhere. No matter how moving Pope Urban II’s sermon may have been, one man’s words cannot on their own change history. We need to look deeper if we are to understand what caused the First Crusade. Just like the eruption of a volcano, events like this are usually created by deep and powerful forces that have been rumbling away and building over many years. It just needs some shifts and changes to take place for that energy to burst into life.


The events behind the First Crusade go back many centuries and cover a wide geographical area, from Arabia in the east to France in the west. It also involves three main groups. These are:




•  the eastern (Greek) Christians of the Byzantine Empire


•  the western (Latin) Christians of western Europe


•  the Muslims.





As so often in history lots of other questions are hiding below the big enquiry question we have given you. We have structured the enquiry to help you tackle these stage by stage as the summary below shows:






	 

	The stages of the enquiry

	‘Hidden’ questions that you will be considering






	1

	Weakening empires: Trouble in the Near East, 330 to 1071

	What was happening in the Near East that made the Byzantine Emperor Alexios ask for help from western Christians?






	2

	The plea for help: Alexios I, 1071 to 1095






	3

	The crusaders’ world: Western society, 476 to c.1040

	What was it about life in the western world that made so many Christians answer the call to fight an unknown enemy thousands of miles from home?






	4

	The power of popes: Church reform, c.1040–95






	5

	The call to action: Urban II and the Council of Clermont, 1095

	Why did Pope Urban II help Alexios I and how did he achieve such a massive response from western Christians?







Whatever question they are tackling, historians always need to respond with strong, relevant ideas backed up with carefully selected supporting evidence. To help you in this enquiry we will be giving you three ‘main points’ at the start of each section. Your challenge is to identify and select really useful, short but precise ‘support points’ for each one. At the end of the enquiry you will use these main points and support points to answer a host of different questions, including the main enquiry question: ‘Why did the First Crusade erupt in 1095?’
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Weakening empires: Trouble in the Near East, 330 to 1071
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The Roman Empire c. AD600.
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Muslim lands c. AD750.
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[image: ] Here are the first three main points you will be using to explain why the First Crusade erupted in 1095. As you work your way through this section, make short, precise notes for each one, so that you can support the point that it makes.
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Jerusalem never lost its importance for Christians.
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The stability of the Near East had been lost by 1071.
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Instability in the Near East posed threats to Christians by 1071.
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The Byzantine Empire


To understand why the Crusade was proclaimed in the west in 1095, we first need to understand forces that had been at work for centuries in the east. These maps should help.


On the left you see the Roman Empire as it was in AD600. By that date the Romans had left Britain and most of western Europe but their empire had not disappeared completely. It lived on for many centuries in the east. Its capital city moved from Rome to Constantinople, the Greek-speaking city where Europe and Asia almost touched. It was in AD330 that the Roman Emperor, Constantine, moved the capital there and named it after himself. The old Greek name for the city was Byzantium so the Roman Empire in the east became known as the Byzantine Empire.


Constantine’s other great change was to accept Christianity as the official religion of the entire Roman Empire. As you saw on pages 10 and 11, this meant that the city of Jerusalem, was officially recognised as a place of enormous significance. For over three centuries dating from AD326, when Constantine sent his mother there to supervise the building of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Jerusalem was ruled as a Christian city and grew to be a great centre of pilgrimage. After fighting a lengthy and exhausting war to expel an invading army from Persia in the first part of the seventh century, Jerusalem’s place in the Christian Byzantine Empire seemed secure – but it was not.



The Muslim Empire


In AD610, in a cave in southern Arabia, the Prophet Muhammad believed God had revealed to him a new religion, now known as Islam. Before he died in 632, Muhammad saw this Muslim faith spread with extraordinary speed. Driven on by their belief in jihad, lightly armed but fiercely committed warriors carried the faith far beyond its birthplace.


In 637 the Muslims took Palestine. At the Battle of Yarmuk they simply wiped out the Byzantine Christian forces, which had been greatly weakened by their recent, long war with Persia. The following year the Muslim Caliph, Omar, accepted the surrender of Jerusalem in person. It is said that he respectfully rode through the main gates unarmed and dressed in the rough, white robes of a Muslim pilgrim. Omar found the Christians had been using the Temple Mount as a rubbish tip, but ordered that it be cleared so that he could pray on the holy site where Muslims would soon build the Aqsa Mosque and the Dome of the Rock.


In keeping with Muslim practice, the Christian and Jewish populations of Jerusalem were allowed to follow their own religion so long as they paid a special tax called the jizya. They also had to accept certain restrictions such as wearing distinctive clothes, not riding horses or trying to convert or marry Muslims. This relative tolerance allowed a fairly small number of Muslims to rule over a larger population of Christians and Jews. It also explains why, hundreds of years after it fell to Islam, Jerusalem still had a largely Christian culture, even though many inhabitants had probably become Muslims. Churches and holy sites still existed, customs were maintained and pilgrims still flooded in from all over the Christian world, even though the True Cross and other relics had been taken to Constantinople for safe keeping.


The Battle of Yarmuk had been such a devastating loss that, although they defended their lands in Anatolia, the once mighty Byzantines were too weak to launch any effective counter attacks against the Muslims. Instead, this Islamic empire spread even further and with extraordinary speed across north Africa. By AD750 Muslims ruled an empire that stretched from the Iberian peninsula (the lands we know today as Spain and Portugal) all the way to northern India (see the map on page 14).


Stability


Quite soon after 638, a border that was more or less stable was established between Muslim-held lands and the Byzantine Empire. This followed roughly the line we now recognise as the southern and eastern borders of modern Turkey. Over the following centuries there were occasional wars in that border region and, in the Mediterranean, the Muslims managed to take the island of Sicily and some parts of southern Italy from the Byzantines. But these wars were really more about land than religion. The zealous commitment to jihad, so obvious in the early years of Islam, seems to have waned.


As for the Byzantines themselves, they had no strong drive to interfere in Syria and Palestine. The churches there were not being persecuted and did not ask for outside help. The Greek Byzantine church had no Christian teaching equivalent to jihad that might have commanded them to make war against Islam, especially as the Muslims still allowed Christians from all over Europe to travel as pilgrims to Jerusalem. They did no harm and they brought trade to the city.
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Story |: Pope Urban Il in Clermont — 1095

In November 1095, on a hilide at Clermont in France, Pope
Urban Il addressed a large gathering. He called on western
Christians to take up arms and to travel east to fight against a fierce
group of Musiims called the Seljulc Turks. These Seljuks had
taken land from the Christian Byzantine Empire and, he claimed,
they were persecuting Christians and stopping them from visiting
the holy city of Jerusalem where Christ had been crucified. Urban
1l promised that anyone who fought to free Jerusalem from Muslim
control would be sure of a place in heaven.

Urbar's message spread rapidly and powerfully. Thousands of
western Christians joined the ‘army of God" and set off on their
Holy War. Some, lie Godirey of Bouillon, reached Jerusalem and
took the city in July 1099. But Pope Urban Il never knew of their
success. He died far away in Rome just days after the crusaders’
victory.

Story 2: Ibn Mungqidh in Damascus — | 143

After taking Jerusalem in 1099, most crusaders returned to Europe but others
stayed in the east to guard the city of Jerusalem and the crusader states
they established along the coast. They lived alongside the Musims they had
conquered. Usama ibn Mungidh was a writer, soldier and diplomat who

lived and worked in the city of Damascus in the | 140s. He wrote about

the crusader Christians whom he, like all other Muslims, called Franks.

With some he was on friendly terms, but he made dlear his resentment at
the arrival of the Franks and his belief that their rule over Muslims was not
deserved. He was not the only Muslim with these thoughts and the middle of
the twelfth century saw the first real sirrings of a Muslim fight-back.

Story 3: Queen Eleanor of Aquitaine in Sicily — | 149

In I'144 the Muslims recaptured the crusader lands around Edessa and massacred the Christians who lived
there. A Second Crusade led by the kings of Germany and France set off for the east. The king of France, Louis
VI, was accompanied on crusade by his wife, Queen Eleanor of Aquitaine who was as committed to crusading
as any man.

But this Second Crusade was a disaster. Louis, Eleanor and their ammies, like those of the German king, struggled
to reach the Holy Land and were driven back almost immediately by the Muslim forces. As Eleanor sailed home
to France, her ship, like the Crusade that had just failed, was blown off course. When it eventually reached
Palermo in Sicily, Eleanor learned how the Crusade’s failure had been greeted by a sense of shock and shame in
Europe. Some even blamed the defeat on the amount of luggage the army had been carrying for Eleanor and
her ladies-in-waiting! Crusading did not guarantee glory.

Story 6: Baibars, Sultan of Egypt in Antioch — 1268

The Fourth Crusade had aimed to attack Egypt s it had become the centre of Muslim power. By 1260, that
power was in the hands of a vicious former army general named Baibars. In 1265 Baibars launched a full-scale
jihad against the crusader states. Using his massive army and a range of cunning deceptions, he took one
crusader city or castle after another. In 1268 his forces gathered outside the mighty walls of Antioch, which, in
1097, had only fallen to the crusaders after eight montths of desperate siege. Baibars took it in a single day. His
army slaughtered the inhabitants who had so foolishly refused to surrender.

Baibars died in 1277 before his victory over the Franks was complete. He was buried in Damascus close to the
tomb of Saladin. In the years that followed, the Muslims pressed home their advantage. In 1291 they recaptured
the last crusader city, the port of Acre. The age of the Crusades to the Holy Land was over.

Story 5: Enrico Dandolo in Constantinople — 1204
In 1198 Pope Innocent Il called a Fourth Crusade in a bid to put
Jerusalem once and for all under Christian control. Its leaders
planned to launch their attack on Muslim lands by sea. They
‘worked with Enrico Dandolo, the Doge (leader) of Venice. This
Italian sea power had grown rich by trading in the Mediterranean.
Dandolo was blind and over 90 years of age when he agreed, not
only to provide the ships to take a crusader army to attack Egypt,
but also to join the Crusade himself.

“The Crusade was a shameful disaster. Dandolo and the other
leaders took their fleet to Constantinople, not Egypt, hoping

that the Byzantine Christians of the city would support them.
But the crusaders became involved in a brutal and treacherous

Byzantine civil war, and ended up capturing Constantinople. The

Crusade never reached Egypt. Instead, western Christians fought
eastern Christians and a Flemish nobleman took over as the new:
Byzantine Emperor. Meanwhile, Dandolo and others looted the
treasures of Constantinople and sent them home to Venice. The
crusader states were left to look after themselves.

Story 4: Saladin in Jerusalem — | 189

‘When the first crusaders took Jerusalem in 1099, the Muslim world was too divided to resist the power of
the Franks. That changed in the second half of the twelfth century with the emergence of a new leader in the
Muslim Near East. His name was Saladin. In | 187 his army shattered the Franks at the Battle of Hattin to the

north of Jerusalem. Within weeks he took Jerusalem ftself. The city was back in Muslim hands for the first time in
almost 90 years. In an attempt to regain Christian control of Jerusalem, a Third Crusade (1 189-92) set out from

Europe. In England this campaign is famous for the part played by King Richard I. He forced Saladin to stop his
attacks on the crusader states, but Jerusalem remained under Musiim control.
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This shows the area of
Jerusalem from the time
of Jesus to the early
twentieth century.

Temple Mount, the site
of the ancient temple
of the Jews. The first
temple was built by
King Solomon around
9508C.

The Dome of the Rock,
2 holy Muslim shrine,
buit in AD692. The
Aqsa mosque, built at
about the same date, is
marked to the right.

The Church of the Holy
Sepulchre, originally
buittin 4330, Much of
the buiding today dates
from about D | 150.
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