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How to use this book



Welcome to Hodder Education’s MYP by Concept series! Each chapter is designed to lead you through an inquiry into the concepts of Individuals and societies, and how they interact in real-life global contexts.
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KEY WORDS


Key words are included to give you access to vocabulary for the topic. Glossary terms are highlighted and, where applicable, search terms are given to encourage independent learning and research skills.
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As you explore, activities suggest ways to learn through action.
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ATL


Activities are designed to develop your Approaches to Learning (ATL) skills.
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Assessment opportunities in this chapter:


Some activities are formative as they allow you to practise certain parts of the MYP Individuals and societies Assessment Objectives. Other activities can be used by you or your teachers to assess your achievement against all parts of an assessment objective.
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Key Approaches to Learning skills for MYP Individuals and societies are highlighted whenever we encounter them.
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Hint


In some of the activities, we provide hints to help you work on the assignment. This also introduces you to the new Hint feature in the on-screen assessment.
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Information boxes are included to give more detail and explanation.
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EXTENSION


Extension activities allow you to explore a topic further.
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Take action


While the book provides opportunities for action and plenty of content to enrich the conceptual relationships, you must be an active part of this process. Guidance is given to help you with your own research, including how to carry out research, guidance on forming your own research question, as well as linking and developing your study of individuals and societies to the global issues in our twenty-first-century world.
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You are prompted to consider your conceptual understanding in a variety of activities throughout each chapter.
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Links to:


Like any other subject, individuals and societies is just one part of our bigger picture of the world. Links to other subjects are discussed.
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We will reflect on this learner profile attribute …


Each chapter has an IB learner profile attribute as its theme, and you are encouraged to reflect on these too.
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Finally, at the end of the chapter you are asked to reflect back on what you have learned with our Reflection table, maybe to think of new questions brought to light by your learning.
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  Change  


  Globalization; Processes  


  Globalization and sustainability  



1 How has globalization shaped the world?


Globalization has occurred due to a variety of processes that have changed the world, bringing both opportunities and challenges.
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IN THIS CHAPTER, WE WILL …





•  Find out about the causes and consequences of globalization.



•  Explore examples of globalization in language, business, sport and entertainment.



•  Take action by looking at the ways that globalization can promote positive change.
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CONSIDER THESE QUESTIONS:


Factual: What is globalization? What are transnational corporations? How has globalization affected sport? How has globalization affected the gaming industry?


Conceptual: What are the causes of globalization? How has globalization affected language?


Debatable: Is globalization new? Is there such a thing as a global culture?


Now share and compare your thoughts and ideas with your partner, or with the whole class.
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These Approaches to Learning (ATL) skills will be useful …




•  Communication skills


•  Reflection skills


•  Information literacy skills


•  Critical-thinking skills


•  Creative-thinking skills
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KEY WORDS


companies


corporations


industry
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We will reflect on this learner profile attribute …




•  Caring – by making connections to global issues that result from the process of globalization.
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Assessment opportunities in this chapter:




•  Criterion A: Knowing and understanding


•  Criterion C: Communicating


•  Criterion D: Thinking critically
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ACTIVITY: The world at a glance





•  How many countries can you identify on this map of the world?



•  How many continents can you name?



•  Are there any areas of the world that you have no idea about?





Use an atlas to check your understanding.


You can test your knowledge of world geography further with the ‘Traveller IQ Challenge’ from www.travelpod.com.
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What is globalization?



Have you ever heard people say that the world is getting smaller? Sometimes it seems that the world is becoming so interconnected that the large distances between places are becoming less important. We can have video calls with people on the other side of the world, work collaboratively with people in different continents and travel to practically anywhere.


The process that has allowed this to occur is called globalization. Developments in transport, communications and trade have all helped this process to take place. Nowadays it feels that the speed of globalization is increasing more rapidly as the internet has an ever-increasing influence over our daily lives, meaning that we can connect with people all over the world.
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DISCUSS


Take a look at Source A, which shows the proportion of people using the internet in different areas of the world. Discuss these questions:





1  What is the significance of having access to the internet?



2  How would lack of internet access restrict people’s lives?
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SOURCE A
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What are the causes of globalization?





[image: ]


DISCUSS


Take a look at the mind map on the causes of globalization. Discuss the different ways that each of the causes might affect the world.
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Is globalization new?



We can argue that the world has become more interconnected throughout the past centuries. Take a look at the following inventions. How do you think they would have affected the world?





•  The wheel during ancient times



•  The printing press during the Renaissance



•  The steam train during the 19th century



•  Commercial flights during the 20th century



•  The internet in the 21st century
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You could say that globalization isn’t actually new. For example, imagine you were living in a town that had just had a railway station built during the 19th century. You can now travel far more easily to locations that in the past may have taken you several days to get to. Or imagine the differences in travelling around the world in the era before commercial flights were a common feature of life.


The counter argument, however, is that the speed of globalization has been rapidly increasing in the past few decades and especially in the 21st century. This is due to many of the communications breakthroughs that have greatly affected the world. In this chapter, we will explore different examples of globalization and focus on the opportunities and challenges each example presents for the world.
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REFLECTION


Make two mind maps: one called ‘What is globalization?’; the second ‘Is globalization new?’ Use some of the ideas from here and add in your own thoughts to reflect on these introductory questions to the chapter.
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How has globalization affected language?



An interesting area where we can see the consequences of globalization is that of language. Over the past century, English has in many ways and for many reasons become the preferred language of globalization, even though there are more speakers of Mandarin Chinese worldwide.
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REFLECTION


List what you think are the positive and negative consequences of the increased use of English globally.
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We can see that globally a small number of languages dominate international business and commerce. These tend to be English, Spanish, Mandarin Chinese and Arabic. One of the side effects of this development is the marginalization of languages spoken by smaller numbers of people. Many linguists are concerned about languages that are on the verge of extinction due to this development. However, cultural and national identity protects these languages as many people seek to maintain their traditions by speaking their mother tongue language.


One interesting example of the mixing of languages is that of ‘Chinglish’. This is a slang term for when the Chinese language is translated into English but continues to contain aspects of both languages and becomes ungrammatical or nonsensical English in a Chinese context.


The widespread use of English also means that new words are created that reflect cultural and social developments at the time. For instance, the term ‘selfie’ is an example of a word that has emerged as a result of the global technological developments of mobile phones.
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Links to: Language and literature


Examples of ‘new’ words added to the English language:




athleisure (n): casual clothing designed to be worn both for exercising and for general use


hella (adv, slang): very, extremely


nomophobia (n): fear of being without access to a working cell phone





By permission. From Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate® Dictionary, 11th Edition © 2016 by Merriam-Webster, Inc. (www.Merriam-Webster.com)


Discuss with a partner any other new words you can think of that have come into common usage in recent years. What do the words teach us about global culture?
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REFLECTION


In pairs, discuss this question: Are there certain shared values and practices that people have all over the world?
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SOURCE A
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SOURCE B
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SOURCE C
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Extract about some languages disappearing and how this could be prevented


It is estimated that, if nothing is done, half of 6000 plus languages spoken today will disappear by the end of this century. With the disappearance of unwritten and undocumented languages, humanity would lose not only a cultural wealth but also important ancestral knowledge embedded, in particular, in indigenous languages.


However, this process is neither inevitable nor irreversible: well-planned and implemented language policies can bolster the ongoing efforts of speaker communities to maintain or revitalize their mother tongues and pass them on to younger generations.
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SOURCE D
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Extract about the number of languages threatened in the world


After crunching the numbers using data culled from the Ethnologue, an authoritative source for basic information about the world’s languages, the researchers concluded that 25 percent of the world’s languages are in immediate danger of disappearing forever.
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SOURCE E
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Extract about how technology can help preserve threatened languages


There is now cause for hope. While the dispersal of speech communities across the globe has led to the demise of some languages, technology popularized by globalization is playing an equally important role in their revitalization. Through the internet and mobile communications, people are reconnecting with fellow speakers using digital tools to revive languages on the endangered list …


Many speakers of endangered, poorly documented languages have embraced new digital media with excitement. Speakers of previously exclusively oral tongues are turning to the web as a virtual space for languages to live on. Internet technology offers powerful ways for oral traditions and cultural practices to survive, even thrive, among increasingly mobile communities.
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ACTIVITY: Globalization and language
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ATL


Information literacy skills – Make connections between various sources of information
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1  Study Source A. Write down three things that the map tells you about the spread of languages spoken around the world.



2  What do you understand by the term ‘Chinglish’? Why do you think languages merge together? Can you think of other examples?



3  What do Sources C, D and E suggest about the threats facing languages in the world?



4  What does Source E suggest about the ways that endangered languages can be protected? List any other ways you can think of.
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Assessment opportunities


This activity can be assessed using Criterion D: Thinking critically (strands i, ii and iv).
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What are transnational corporations?



Globalization has seen the creation of very large companies or corporations that exist in multiple countries. This process began in the era of industrialization, during which companies were able to mass-produce goods and then ship them around the world. For example, the globalization of the car industry in the 20th century has meant that there are Japanese cars in Europe and German cars in China.


In the last few decades of the 20th century this process led to the development of transnational corporations (TNCs) that exist in multiple countries. For example, companies like Starbucks Coffee and McDonald’s can be seen in countries all over the world. Transnational corporations are companies that exist in more than one country.
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Often, transnational corporations are able to spread around the world due to the creation of franchises. Franchises are permissions from a company or government to set up a commercial venture in a particular location. So, even though Starbucks originally started in Seattle, USA, there are franchises (i.e. replica businesses) all over the world that sell the same products. Profits are kept within the Starbucks brand but individuals are able to create their own profits through the managing and running of the individual branches.
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DISCUSS


What do you think are examples of global brands? In pairs, list as many as you can think of.
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Another feature of transnational corporations is their methods of production. Production refers to the creation of the different goods for sale. For example, shoe companies need to create their products somewhere and turn out a quality product every time. This has often led to the production of goods in locations where relatively cheap labour can be used while also ensuring the quality of production. Many products in the world have a ‘Made in China’ tag on them due to the huge extent of manufacturing that has occurred in the country since the 1980s.


It is not just China, however, that has been at the forefront of manufacturing for transnational corporations. Other locations such as Indonesia, Brazil and Taiwan have increased their output in recent years. There has also been a tendency for companies to use labour and factories in developing countries in order to reduce costs.




[image: ]








	POSITIVE

	NEGATIVE






	




•  Choice and consistency of quality of products delivered by TNCs



•  Global brands mean that people can access TNC products around the world



•  Investment in countries, for example creation of jobs in countries where manufacturing is set up



•  Can help to develop workforce skills for particular goods and services



•  TNCs can serve for good, for instance promoting sustainability and environmental issues







	




•  Can serve the interests of richer countries over poorer countries



•  Can potentially exploit cheaper workers with long working hours and difficult conditions



•  Can lead to a reduction in manufacturing in more wealthy countries as companies prefer to go with cheaper options in less wealthy countries



•  Can have a negative environmental impact due to emissions and waste produced by different factories













Table 1.1 What are the positive and negative consequences of transnational corporations?
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Development terminology and politics


You will have seen that on page 13, the last sentence talks about companies using labour and factories in developing countries in order to reduce costs. Which countries do they outsource the work to? Is China a developing or developed country?


Find out what countries are categorised developing countries and developed countries. What other terms could be used to categorize countries?


Economists like to use:




•  Low-income countries (LIC)


•  Medium-income countries (MIC)


•  High-income countries (HIC)





Search for the following: LEDC, MEDC, LEC, LIC HIC, MIC and discuss the differences with a partner. Why are LEDC and MEDC no longer used?
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EXTENSION


Find out more about ethical fashion, fast fashion and search the hashtag #whomademyclothes to learn more about the fashion industry’s attempts to be more ethical.
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ACTIVITY: Decision-making




[image: ]


ATL




•  Reflection skills – Consider ethical, cultural and environmental implications


•  Critical-thinking skills – Recognize and evaluate propositions
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A TNC from France that manufactures clothes and sells them in its shops around the world is looking for a new location to create its products. In the past it has done all of its manufacturing in China but costs have been increasing. The company is keen to save money but wants to promote ethical practices in terms of the working conditions for the people in the factory. It has been given the following options:





•  Option 1: Country A. Costs: relatively high; working conditions: excellent



•  Option 2: Country B. Costs: relatively cheap; working conditions: good



•  Option 3: Country C. Costs: very cheap; working conditions: average





Consider the following perspectives:





•  CEO of the company in France: Very keen to save money but also concerned about the image of the company. Would like to ensure that people are treated fairly in the factory



•  Consumer: Loves the clothes that the TNC creates and is a regular shopper, but conscious of the importance of good working conditions for the people who produce the clothes



•  Factory owner in Country A: Workers’ salaries are quite high and there are many laws protecting workers’ rights



•  Factory worker in Country C: Work is quite hard in the factory and salaries are quite low but on the whole conditions are improving
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Figure 1.11 What factors would a clothing manufacturer need to consider
when deciding where to set up a new factory?





OEBPS/OEBPS/images/8-1.jpg
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Figure 1.4 The causes of globalization
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® Figure 1.6 Languages spoken around the world
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