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				For my family and friends. 


				This book is dedicated to those fighting for wild forests, clean mountains and a safe climate future.


				J.M.


				With highest gratitude to Dr Linden Ashcroft, Dr Hazel Richards, Dr Tom Fairman, Dr Karen Rowe, Caroline Foster and Alice Sutherland-Hawes for their time and expert knowledge.
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				Prepare for take off 


				Buckle your seatbelt, stretch out your wings and get ready to take to the skies. We’re on a journey to the highest places on Earth, from the tallest trees to soaring skyscrapers and the mountain peaks that overshadow them all. 


				This is the world of the climbers and the fliers. Sharp claws and warm fur will come in handy, and a few extra feathers will help too. Pack oxygen — the air up here can get pretty thin. 


				You can borrow a ride of course; take your pick from wooden gliders, buoyant balloons or a golden chariot of the gods. 


				As your feet leave the ground, Earth gets smaller and smaller below. High places have a way of putting things into perspective and our home looks very fragile from up here. 


				All set? Three, two, one… lift off!
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				bird’s eye view 


				If you’re going to spend a lot of time high above, good eyesight is a must. Raptors like hawks and eagles have large forward-facing eyes which give them excellent depth perception – handy for spying dinner far below.


			


		


		

			

				Leafy green


				Leaves are like mini solar panels, converting sunlight into energy. They use a chemical called chlorophyll, which to our eyes looks green. As the seasons change and there’s less light, the level of chlorophyll drops – turning deciduous leaves from lush green into reds and yellows.
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				high life


				We spend a lot of our lives looking out in front or down at our feet, but not much time looking up. Here, between the knotted tree crowns and the leafy canopy, sits a whole new world. Swooping and gliding are the movements of choice up above, and if you build the right home you might never need to come down.


			


		


		

			

				Safe above


				The high life has its advantages. It’s cool and shady in summer, there’s plenty to eat and it’s a long way from predators below. It’s a great place to make a nest, but don’t forget there could be dangers circling even higher above. 


			


		


		

			

				Trees that talk


				The forest has a lot to say if you have the time to listen. Songbirds whistle to mark their territory. Squirrels scurry to find a winter hoard. Even the trees whisper to each other through chemicals in the air or their secret fungal network.
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				Ancient giants


				If you’ve ever been told to stand still like a tree, you can actually dance around as much as you like. Trees don’t stay still – they are constantly on the move, inching upwards to get more sunlight or sprawling outwards to find better balance. 


				Some, like the giant sequoias, can live for thousands of years. Imagine what they’ve seen in their lifetime or what they will see when we’re gone. 
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