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First Lady Barbara Bush, granddaughter Barbara, and the Bushes’ dog, Millie, wait on the steps of the White House for President George H. W. Bush to return from a checkup at Bethesda Naval Hospital in Washington, DC, September 13, 1991.














INTRODUCTION






Gentle Grace and Fierce Fortitude


When BARBARA PIERCE secretly became engaged to George Herbert Walker Bush in 1943, theirs was to be the uniting of two great American families. That fact is well-known. But the two teenagers never could have imagined that their union would be a key building block in an American political dynasty eclipsing most others in United States history.


Not since the Adamses served the young United States in the wake of the American Revolution has a family like the Bushes governed the US. Other noted political dynasties include the Roosevelts and the Kennedys. But in some respects, the Bush dynasty has been the most enduring, with three or four (depending on how you calculate) generations of Bushes having been elected by the American people, and three generations of Bush women—Barbara, Laura, and Laura’s twins, Barbara and Jenna—living in the public eye for decades. The Bush women are known around the world, and the details of their lives are fascinating.


Each of the Bush family women has made an impression in her own way. Two were First Ladies, and all have been members of the First Family. Each had causes that they have championed; all had children; all volunteered; and the younger two sought impactful careers, most notably Jenna, a television personality. Each had to deal with fame, publicity, and the public eye that accompanies them. Like all new daughters-in-law, Laura didn’t know Barbara very well and was at first worried about how she would get along with the formidable woman, but they grew closer as Laura followed in Barbara’s footsteps as First Lady. Jenna and her sister, Barbara, also didn’t know “Gamma” very well for years, as they lived in Texas and Barbara was in Washington, but grew closer on a family trip to Italy as teenagers. The matriarch, Barbara, was sharp-witted, exacting, and canny. Laura was influential, calm, and steady. The Bush twins were rambunctious, tested the boundaries of their famous family as only children can, but were also smart and clever. They were the only ones who were born Bushes—the elder Barbara and Laura married into the Bush family, knowing their in-laws’ history, but undoubtedly not fully anticipating what lay in the future.


All dealt with tragedy and misfortune. Yet through everything, they made their mark on the American scene. Barbara and Laura worked on literacy programs; the younger Barbara concentrated on health (Global Health Corps) and volunteerism, and Jenna started a book club on NBC’s Today show that rivals Oprah’s.


Barbara Pierce Bush was at the center of it all: wife of one president and mother of another, and mother of two governors. She had tremendous influence over all but her father-in-law, Prescott Bush, a Republican senator from Connecticut in the 1950s and ’60s.


She was the “enforcer,” according to her grandchildren—a stickler for the rules, yet with enough compassion to cuddle babies afflicted with AIDS to show they were not contagious and give her husband, President George H. W. Bush, the steel to fund HIV research and send money to Africa for medical assistance for babies and adults with AIDS there. She fiercely defended her husband and son George W. Bush as presidents, but exhibited her “tough love” and wicked sense of humor when she cracked that perhaps the country had had “enough Bushes” when her son Jeb Bush, the former governor of Florida, tried to get the GOP nomination in 2016.
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Barbara Bush onstage at the Republican National Convention of 1992 at the Astrodome in Houston.





Her husband eschewed his family’s banking wealth in New England for the wildcatting oil fields of Texas, and Barbara threw herself into raising children and keeping house. The third of four children and a bit insecure about her appearance when young, she seemed somewhat stunned by the fact that the dashing World War II pilot had chosen her to be his life partner. But as Barbara’s bond with George grew stronger and she eased into the comfortable role of mother and wife, she also began to assert herself—first at home and eventually in the wider social circles of oil-rich Texas, Republican politics, and international affairs. Those roles went along with her husband’s career, initially as an oilman, then as a politician (running unsuccessfully for the US Senate and successfully as US representative), and later as ambassador to the United Nations, chairman of the Republican National Committee, chief of the US Liaison Office to China, and head of the CIA, as well as vice president and president.


While her husband held national office, Barbara made literacy and health care her projects, and was an author of children’s books and her own autobiography, Barbara Bush: A Memoir (1994). Her famously white hair—said to have lost its original brown color after the death of her three-year-old daughter, Robin, to leukemia in 1953—gave Barbara a regal bearing befitting her role as head of the dynasty.
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Laura Bush at the convention center in Austin, Texas, where Governor George W. Bush announced a presidential exploratory committee on March 7, 1999.






LAURA LANE WELCH had some inkling of the life she might be marrying into when she met George W. Bush in July 1977 at age thirty. In her memoir, Spoken from the Heart (2010), she writes of anticipating that her meeting with George W.—an unofficial blind date at a friend’s barbecue—would not be very promising, as she “assumed George would be very interested in politics, while I was not.”1


But, surprisingly, the two (who had actually known each other from afar since elementary school) got along well. They felt like they were rekindling a relationship, yet in a very different way. Just six weeks later, he asked her to marry him. After many years as a teacher and librarian, she was ready. And after many years as a single playboy and “eligible bachelor,” so was he. She was almost thirty-one, just his age.


Life as a Bush really struck home with Laura when George W. went to work for his father’s campaign for president in 1988. Suddenly, she saw the spark in her husband’s eyes about political life. While still not sure about politics, she later threw herself into George W.’s campaigns both for the House of Representatives (unsuccessful) and for governor of Texas (successful) in 1994. She was entering a world her mother-in law knew well, and that gave them something else in common (in addition to George W.) and a clearer understanding of what it meant to be a political wife.


“When I married George, I had thought that I would be embraced by his mother every bit as much as he was embraced by mine. I had planned on being more a daughter than a daughter-in-law,” Laura writes in Spoken from the Heart, “but Barbara Bush had five children of her own. She was their defender first. What I came to see ultimately as our bond was that we both loved George and the depth of our love was what we had in common.… But a decade after my marriage, Bar Bush and I finally got to know each other. We both loved reading and shared our favorite books. One morning, just as I had finished reading a review of a new art exhibition at the National Museum of Women in the Arts, my phone rang. It was Bar, who had just read the same review and wanted to rush down and see it. By 9:00 a.m., we were out the door, en route to the gallery.”2


Here, then, was the commonality that had been missing.


But Laura’s initial attempts at motherhood—a role so cherished by Barbara—were not going well. She and George had difficulty conceiving and sought help from fertility clinics, as well as considering adoption. But she finally became pregnant and in 1981, after a difficult pregnancy, gave birth to twin girls, Barbara and Jenna, named for their two grandmothers (the latter, Laura’s mom, Jenna Welch).


Barbara and Jenna were inseparable growing up, though their temperaments were different. Barbara was more reserved, like her mother, while Jenna had the spark and mischievousness of her dad. Those traits were on the outside; inwardly, each also exhibited some of the other’s tendencies. The quiet Barbara could be funny and a prankster, while the more outgoing Jenna also loved to read and ponder.


THE BUSH TWINS have always had a best friend—each other. Unlike Laura, who was an only child, Jenna and Barbara always had a companion. The twins grew up in Texas; Laura’s parents lived nearby, so they saw their maternal grandparents more often than they saw George H. W. and the elder Barbara, who lived in Washington, DC.
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Bush twins Barbara (left) and Jenna smile during inaugural ceremonies in Washington, DC, for their father, George W. Bush, January 20, 2001.








But as their dad’s political career flourished and he and Laura became more nationally known, the twins found themselves objects of public curiosity. That became more pronounced when “W” became president. In Sisters First (2017), the memoir cowritten by Jenna and Barbara, Jenna recalled that because of their famous family, she was known in high school as “Jenna Bush the Thing” as opposed to “Jenna Bush the Person.”3


For college, Barbara went to Yale, alma mater of her father and paternal grandfather; Jenna went to the University of Texas, Austin. They started college while their father was running for president, several months before he was elected in November 2000. By their second semester, they had Secret Service protection. Being at college meant that they never lived at the White House full-time. But Barbara and Jenna both had rooms at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue and were there often, including during school vacations and for special events. The protective details were annoying, the twins wrote in Sisters First, but they understood the need. After 9/11, their protection increased. Again, they understood why, but chafed under the ever-present security.4


They both got involved in George W.’s 2004 presidential campaign, which was punctuated by Jenna sticking her tongue out at reporters in St. Louis during a campaign stop to make her dad laugh (reminiscent of her grandmother doing the same thing to a USA Today photographer on a dare).5


Inspired by her work with UNICEF, Jenna wrote her first book, Ana’s Story: A Journey of Hope, in 2007, donating her profits from the book to UNICEF. (“Ana” is a pseudonym for a woman she met as a UNICEF intern in Latin America.) In 2009, Jenna became a host on the Today show and rose to prominence with her book club in 2019. She married Henry Chase Hager in 2008, and they have three children.


Barbara, ever the more private of the two, stayed out of the limelight as much as her sister was in it. After her graduation from Yale, she cofounded and became CEO of a public health nonprofit, Global Health Corps. In 2018, she married screenwriter Craig Coyne. Their wedding was a small affair held at the family compound in Kennebunkport, Maine, partly so her ailing grandfather, George H. W. Bush, could attend. They have one daughter, Cora.


Neither twin has entered politics since they both ran for elementary school student office and lost. Both have declared themselves Independents, rather than sign up with the Republicans or Democrats.


These three generations of Bush women have contributed greatly to American life, each bringing a unique and inspiring sensibility to both the political and nonpolitical arenas with equal measures of gentle grace and fierce fortitude.














PART ONE









Barbara Pierce Bush
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A studio portrait of Barbara, c. 1944.
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An official White House portrait of Barbara Pierce Bush, May 3, 1989.
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A young Barbara Pierce at age seven, 1932.








Barbara Pierce


It is somehow fitting, considering her influence on US history, that Barbara Pierce Bush’s family history in America dates to the Mayflower. Henry Samson, then just sixteen, came over from England on that storied ship with his aunt and uncle in 1620. Barbara was a direct descendant of young Henry through her father.1 Through the centuries, her ancestors would fight in every consequential war in which the new country engaged, and would make—and lose—fortunes. Barbara was born in 1925 in New York City to Pauline Pierce (née Robinson) and Marvin Pierce, a businessman, and distant cousin of President Franklin Pierce. She was the third of four children, with an older sister, Martha; an older brother, James; and a younger brother, Scott. Barbara often felt overlooked, when she wasn’t at odds with her mother over her struggles with her weight, according to author Susan Page.2 She was raised in the wealthy New York suburb of Rye and went to fashionable private schools.
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Barbara Pierce and Lieutenant George H. W. Bush, 1945.






In that day, young women of substance went to formal dances with young men of the same social station. In 1941, at age sixteen, Barbara was attending a boarding school called Ashley Hall in Charleston, South Carolina. She came home for the holidays just a few days after Japan had bombed Pearl Harbor on December 7. During the break, she went to a Christmas dance party at the Greenwich Country Club in Greenwich, Connecticut. There, she met a young man who was also attending a private boarding school, Phillips Academy in Andover, Massachusetts. George Herbert Walker Bush was just a year older than she, and his family at least as prominent as hers. He had three ancestors on the Mayflower: John Howland, Francis Cooke, and John Tilley.3


“Poppy,” as he was known, and Barbara’s relationship blossomed from the first. They visited each other at their respective schools and during vacations at home. But the moment he turned eighteen, on June 12, 1942, he enlisted in the US Navy. In another year, he would become one of the youngest naval aviators. Barbara and George wrote letters to each other, professing their love. They secretly became engaged in the summer of 1943; a formal announcement wouldn’t come until six months later. Barbara had enrolled in Smith College, but dropped out in 1944. Always an indifferent student, her heart wasn’t in it—it was with George, who was fighting in the Pacific. She kept vigil while he fought, and George even named three planes after her: Barbara I, Barbara II, and Barbara III. When his plane was shot down during a mission in the Pacific on September 2, 1944, Barbara and his family worried for days, until word came that he had climbed onto a life raft and been rescued by an American submarine. He was released from active duty after the surrender of Japan in September 1945. Meanwhile, he and Barbara were married on January 6, 1945, at Rye Presbyterian Church.
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Lieutenant Bush in the Barbara III, c. 1945.
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Pauline Robinson Pierce (left) and her four children (from left to right), James, Scott, Barbara, and Martha, 1936.
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Barbara Pierce relaxing on the beach at the Manursing Island Club, Rye, New York, 1943.











“I don’t deserve this honor—I’m gonna accept it—but I know I don’t deserve it, but I will treasure it all my life. I want to be absolutely honest with you; this is not my first honorary degree, but it is the one I value most.”4


—BARBARA BUSH, ON RECEIVING AN HONORARY DEGREE AT SMITH COLLEGE’S 1989 CONVOCATION
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Barbara Pierce (back row, fifth from left) with her classmates at Smith College, Northampton, Massachusetts, c. 1944.
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“Will you marry me? Oops, I forgot, you did that 49 years ago today! I was very happy on that day in 1945, but I am even happier today! You have given me joy that few men know. You have made our boys into men by bawling them out and then, right away, by loving them. You have helped Doro be the sweetest greatest daughter in the whole wide world. I have climbed perhaps the highest mountain in the world, but even that cannot hold a candle to being Barbara’s husband. Mum used to tell me: ‘Now, George, don’t walk ahead.’ Little did she know I was only trying to keep up—keep up with Barbara Pierce from Onondaga Street in Rye New York. I love you!”5


—LETTER FROM GEORGE H. W. TO BARBARA, JANUARY 6, 1994
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The Bushes with baby George W., 1946.





















[image: ]

Painting of the Bushes’ first daughter, Pauline Robinson “Robin” Bush, by Louise VandenBergh Altson, 1953.








Starting a Family


After their marriage, George went to Yale, where he finished up in two and a half years rather than the usual four and captained the baseball team. On July 6, 1946, Barbara gave birth to their first child, George Walker Bush, without even a thought to the idea that she’d birthed a future president. Barbara supported her husband in every way. When he decided to strike out for Texas rather than go into investment banking like his dad or pursue another career closer to home, she was up for the adventure. The move also meant she was away from family and familiar surroundings—truly on her own.
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		After moving to Washington, DC, Laura often accompanied George to political events; here they are heading into an inaugural party for Ronald Reagan at the City Tavern in Washington, DC, January 17, 1981.



		Vacationing in Kennebunkport, Maine, late 1970s.



		A Bush family photo from 1979, left to right—top row: Marvin, George, Jeb, George H. W., George W., Laura; bottom row: Columba with baby Noelle, Doro, Barbara, Neil.



		At the Reagan inaugural ball, January 20, 1981, left to right: Neil; Neil’s wife, Sharon; Laura; George W.; Doro; Columba; and Jeb.



		The growing Bush family poses for their annual photo at Kennebunkport in front of their summer retreat, Walker’s Point Estate, August 24, 1986.



		Barbara, Laura, George W., and Jenna at Kennebunkport, August 23, 1987.



		Laura at the governor’s mansion in Austin, November 17, 1999.



		Laura and George H. W. at a campaign event with George W. Bush during his successful run for governor of Texas, October 1, 1993.



		While stumping for George W. during his 2000 presidential campaign, Laura reads to a group of children during a visit to a school in Manchester, New Hampshire, December 1, 1999.



		The Bushes lived in the Texas governor’s mansion in Austin from 1995 to 2000. Built in 1854, it has been the residence of every Texas governor since 1856. The mansion is shown here in a photo from 2014.



		Laura and George at a gubernatorial campaign event in Texas, November 8, 1993.



		Candidate George W. gives two thumbs while Barbara and Laura smile and wave, during an anti-drug rally for students in Houston, October 27, 1994.



		Texas’s First Lady-in-waiting poses for a photo during an interview at home in Dallas, November 28, 1994.



		The new First Couple of Texas is saluted with an arch of swords during the inauguration in Austin, January 17, 1995.



		George W. and Laura celebrate at the governor’s ball, January 17, 1995.



		A moment aboard George W.’s gubernatorial re-election campaign plane, en route to a rally, November 1, 1998.



		George W. and Laura ride in the inaugural parade in Austin, with the Texas capitol in the background, January 19, 1999.



		After being sworn in for his second term of office as governor of Texas, George W. kisses Laura as Jenna and Barbara look on, January 19, 1999.



		Laura sits for a portrait on the porch of the governor’s mansion in Austin, November 17, 1999.



		The Bushes pose during an event at the George H. W. Bush Library in College Station, Texas, November 21, 1999.



		Laura and George W. field questions at the governor’s mansion in Austin, after he announced his plans to enter the 2000 presidential race, March 2, 1999.



		First Lady Laura Bush poses with the presidential dogs—Scottish terrier Barney, on her lap, and English springer spaniel Spot, below—in the White House’s Red Room, in early 2001.



		While campaigning for George W. in Iowa, Laura talks to supporters at the Story County Republican Women luncheon in Ames, July 29, 1999.



		Barbara, Jenna, and Laura at the Florida state inaugural ball at the Pension Building in Washington, DC, January 20, 2001—one of nine inaugural balls held that evening.



		On September 25, 2001, First Lady Laura Bush and Libby Pataki, wife of New York governor George Pataki, place sunflowers at a memorial in front of Battalion 9 Firehouse in New York City, honoring firefighters who died in the attacks at the World Trade Center two weeks earlier.



		Laura Bush smiles as confetti falls at the conclusion of her speech on the first-night session of the 2000 Republican National Convention in Philadelphia, July 31, 2000.



		Laura reads to students at the Broken Ground School in Concord, New Hampshire, October 12, 1999, during the 2000 campaign.



		The Bushes are surrounded by press in Manchester, New Hampshire, on the first day of George W.’s presidential primary campaign, June 14, 1999.



		Barbara applauds during a tribute to Laura held by the National Federation of Republican Women in Philadelphia, August 3, 2000.



		George W. and Laura embrace at the conclusion of the Republican National Convention at the First Union Center in Philadelphia, August 4, 2000.



		The Bushes wave as they walk down Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington, DC, during the presidential inaugural parade, January 20, 2001.



		With his left hand on a family Bible held by Laura, George W. Bush takes the oath of office from Chief Justice William Rehnquist to become the forty-third president of the United States, January 20, 2001.



		President and First Lady Bush dance at one of the nine inaugural balls that took place in Washington, DC, the evening of January 20, 2001.



		Laura takes Barney and Spot for a walk in a snowy White House Rose Garden, February 22, 2001.



		The Bushes pose on the Truman Balcony of the White House, March 20, 2001.



		The President and First Lady wave before boarding Air Force One at Barajas International Airport in Madrid, June 13, 2001, during a five-nation European tour.



		Vice President Dick Cheney (foreground), National Security Adviser Condoleezza Rice (far left), and Chief of Staff Andrew Card (left) brief President and First Lady Bush in the President’s Emergency Operations Center, a secure room in the White House basement, on September 11, 2001.



		Laura Bush addresses a memorial service on September 17, 2001, in Central City, Pennsylvania, for victims of United Airlines Flight 93, which had been hijacked by al-Qaeda terrorists and crashed into a nearby field after a passenger revolt. “In hours like this, we learn that our faith is an active faith—that we are called to serve and to care for one another—and to bring hope and comfort where there is despair and sorrow,” she told the mourners.



		President and First Lady Bush and former President George H. W. Bush bow their heads during a National Day of Prayer and Remembrance service at the National Cathedral in Washington, DC, September 14, 2001.



		Laura Bush speaks to the press at DC’s Walter Reed Army Medical Center after visiting with patients who were victims of the al-Qaeda terrorist attack of the Pentagon, September 12, 2001. She appeared with Major General Harold Timboe, Commander of Walter Reed, far left, and other members of the emergency medical team.



		Laura speaking on day two of the Republican National Convention at Madison Square Garden in New York City, August 31, 2004.



		Laura is applauded as she is introduced on day four of the RNC in New York, September 2, 2004.



		George W. Bush takes the oath of office for his second four-year term, administered by Chief Justice William Rehnquist, as Laura, Barbara, and Jenna look on, January 20, 2005.



		President and First Lady Bush dance during the Commander in Chief’s Ball at the National Building Museum in Washington, DC, January 20, 2005.



		The Bushes pose with His Royal Highness Prince Charles of Wales and Her Royal Highness Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall, on the North Portico of the White House, November 2, 2005.



		A visit to the Rumbula Holocaust Memorial in Riga, Latvia, May 7, 2005.



		Laura greets children waving US and German flags in the hallway of the Hainerberg Elementary School in Wiesbaden, Germany, February 22, 2005.



		A group of Afghan girls greets Laura upon her arrival in Kabul to visit with troops and meet with President Hamid Karzai, March 29, 2005.



		The Bushes stand with Kennedy Center honorees in the White House’s Blue Room, December 3, 2006. From left to right: Smokey Robinson, Andrew Lloyd Webber, Dolly Parton, Steven Spielberg, and Zubin Mehta.



		Greeting troops during a stopover at Bagram Air Base in Afghanistan, prior to a presidential visit to India and Pakistan, March 1, 2006.



		The First Lady arrives for a private audience with Pope Benedict XVI at the Vatican, February 9, 2006.



		On the Truman Balcony—the Bushes, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, and His Royal Highness Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh greet a crowd on the South Lawn, May 7, 2007.



		Laura signs copies of her new memoir, Spoken From the Heart, at a Barnes & Noble in Costa Mesa, California, May 10, 2010.



		Director of the Lyndon Baines Johnson Library and Museum, Mark Updegrove, and Laura chat at the Texas Book Festival in Austin, October 16, 2010.



		Laura and Jenna share their book Read All About It!, illustrated by Denise Brunkus, with third graders at the Chikumbuso community school in Lusaka, Zambia, December 3, 2011. The Bush family was in the country to launch a Pink Ribbon Red Ribbon campaign to fight cervical and breast cancer in Africa.



		George W. and Laura pose with their new granddaughter, Poppy Louise, and her sister, two-year-old Mila, August 14, 2015. Jenna and Henry had welcomed their new daughter the day before, in New York City.



		A hug during the topping out ceremony of the George W. Bush Presidential Center in Dallas, Texas, October 3, 2011.



		Painter John Howard Sanden’s official portrait of First Lady Laura Bush, unveiled in 2012.



		The Bushes at a favorite overlook on their 1,600-acre ranch near Crawford in McLennon County, Texas, September 3, 2014.



		Barbara and Jenna at the George H. W. Bush Points of Light Awards Gala at the Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum in New York City, September 26, 2019.



		The twins pose for a portrait in the Yellow Oval Room of the White House, January 28, 2008.



		George W. holds newborns Barbara and Jenna in Dallas, November 1981.



		The Bushes on vacation in Kennebunkport, August 18, 1991.



		At the inaugural opening celebration at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, DC, January 18, 1989, from left to right: Barbara; George W.; Laura; Jenna; President-elect George H. W. Bush; Barbara Bush; and Doro with her children, Sam and Ellie LeBlond.



		Barbara Bush places the main ornament atop the 1987 National Christmas Tree on the Ellipse in Washington, DC, November 25, 1987. In the bucket lift with the Second Lady are Jenna and Barbara, left, and Joseph H. Riley, president of the Pageant of Peace committee, right.



		Twins Barbara (next to her namesake) and Jenna (holding hands with her grandfather, the vice president) attend the Memorial Day Parade in a rainy Kennebunkport, May 30, 1988.



		Another summer day with mom and dad in Kennebunkport, August 22, 1990.



		Again in Kennebunkport the following year, wearing matching flag T-shirts, August 18, 1991.



		President Bush visits with his granddaughters in his train car in Cornelia, Georgia, during his whistle-stop reelection campaign, October 20, 1992.



		George H. W. Bush cuts a ribbon with Jenna and Barbara during opening ceremonies of the Texas State Fair in Dallas, September 29, 1994.



		Barbara, Jenna, and Laura smile as George W. Bush signals to supporters of his race for Texas governor on election day in Austin, November 8, 1994.



		The twins enjoy a moment together on the plaza in front of the George W. Bush Presidential Center in Dallas, January 1, 1998.



		Barbara and Jenna Bush walk together from the Darnall Army Community Hospital in Fort Hood, Texas, after visiting with soldiers wounded in Iraq with President and First Lady Bush, April 11, 2004.



		Framed family photographs on the desk of President George W. Bush on November 8, 2007: at left, Barbara and Jenna with First Dog Barney; at right, his mother, Barbara, and Laura.



		The twins sit with their grandmothers Barbara Bush and Jenna Welch on the first-night session of the 2000 Republican National Convention in Philadelphia, July 31, 2000.



		A lighthearted moment during the festivities before the 2001 presidential inauguration, Washington, DC, January 20, 2001.



		During the swearing-in ceremony at the Capitol later that morning.



		Barbara and Jenna deliver remarks and introduce their father, the president, during the second day of the Republican National Convention at Madison Square Garden in New York City, August 31, 2004.



		President George W. Bush greets his daughters onstage at the conclusion of the convention, September 2, 2004.



		The president and his family depart the North Portico of the White House for the limousine ride to the Capitol for the inauguration, January 20, 2005.



		The First Family posted for a portrait in the private residence of the White House, November 25, 2007.



		Jenna, Laura, and Barbara attend the twenty-first annual Glamour Women of the Year Awards at Carnegie Hall in New York City, November 7, 2011. The Bushes were three of the women being honored that evening; they were recognized for their work as advocates for women and children.



		In conversation at a forum titled “Mother/Daughter Dynasty: Two Generations of the Bush Family,” during Tina Brown’s seventh annual Women in the World Summit at David H. Koch Theater, Lincoln Center, New York City, April 7, 2016.



		Jenna and Barbara proudly display their bestselling book Sisters First: Stories from Our Wild and Wonderful Life at a book signing at a Barnes & Noble in Midtown Manhattan, October 24, 2017.



		Barbara being interviewed during Glamour Celebrates 2017 Women of the Year Live Summit at the Brooklyn Museum, November 13, 2017.



		After spending the weekend at the ranch in Crawford, Texas, for Jenna’s wedding, Barbara arrives back at the White House with her mother and grandmother, May 11, 2008.



		Barbara helps her grandmother Jenna Welch as they step off Air Force One at Andrews Air Force Base, Maryland, April 21, 2003.



		Meeting patients and their family members during a visit to the Korle-Bu Teaching Hospital in Accra, Ghana, January 17, 2006.



		Speaking onstage during the Housing Works Groundbreaker Awards Dinner at Metropolitan Pavilion in New York City, April 20, 2016.



		Craig Coyne and Barbara Bush Coyne at a party in the Hamptons, July 7, 2023.



		The Coynes attend a film benefit at the Museum of Modern Art in New York City, December 8, 2022.



		Jenna in her office at Rockefeller Center, where she is a co-host of Today with Hoda & Jenna, December 13, 2022.



		Posing with her future husband, Henry Hager, in Washington, DC, May 6, 2006.



		Jenna poses with a copy of her new book Ana’s Story at a Barnes & Noble in Los Angeles, December 3, 2007.



		Laura and Jenna show off their new children’s book Read All About It! before a book signing in Glen Rock, New Jersey, April 23, 2008.



		Henry Hager and Jenna Bush exchange vows during their wedding ceremony at Prairie Chapel Ranch in Crawford, Texas, May 10, 2008. Presiding over the ceremony is the Reverend Kirbyjon Caldwell of Houston’s Windsor Village United Methodist Church.



		A family portrait at Prairie Chapel Ranch prior to the wedding, May 10, 2008.



		Jenna, her daughter, Mila, and Laura enjoy a brisk spring walk in New York City on March 22, 2015.



		Jenna hugs her mother, Laura, Texas, 1998.



		The Bush family claps following President George W. Bush’s speech during inaugural ceremonies at the Capitol in Washington, DC, January 20, 2005.



		Connecticut senator Prescott Bush, center, and three generations of his family, c. 1955.



		George H. W. Bush is seen on the upper left, second from left, standing behind Barbara. George W. stands next to his father. In Midland, Texas, March 7, 1949, from left to right: Barbara, George W., George H. W., and Dorothy and Prescott Bush.



		George H. W. and Barbara enjoy some early morning fun with their grandchildren in their bedroom at Kennebunkport, August 22, 1987; left to right: Pierce, Barbara, Jenna, Marshall, Margaret Bush (Marvin’s wife, in chair), Jeb Jr., and Sam.
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