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Introduction

The tarot has been used over the centuries to divine the future and to discover hidden truths. Not so long ago it was given a bad press, shunned by the Church, considered evil or doom-laden and became associated with the darker occultist arts. Yet over the past 30 years or so the tarot has grown in popularity again and has become one of the major tools for self-discovery and personal growth. Why? Perhaps the answer is simple – the tarot speaks a language that is accessible to all.
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The 78 cards in the tarot deck carry an extraordinary ability to mirror who you are. They provide an immediate access to your deeper self too, whether you call this your intuition, soul, inner guide, divine messenger or guardian angel. The tarot ‘speaks’ a language that is universal because it taps into the archetypal realms that permeate your unconscious. These are universal qualities that are the most basic patterns of human feelings, ideas and thoughts.
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This definitive guide to the tarot is for beginners and more advanced practitioners alike. Divided into two parts, it offers easy access to both its interpretations and practicalities.

The world of tarot

Part 1 provides an easy entry into the world of tarot, covering the basics. It provides you with an understanding about its background and roots. You can find out what it is and what it isn’t, where the tarot came from and why it works. You will also find out the benefits it can bring to your personal development, both as a pathway to finding a meaning in life which is specific for you and for psychological growth, self-awareness and making choices for your future.
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Tarot is a unique tool for self-understanding and for making choices about the future.

The structure of the tarot deck is fully explained in these initial pages and there are descriptions of the more popular decks that have been used throughout history. You might find this useful to refer to when selecting your own set of cards.

Using the tarot

Within the main body of the book is a directory, which is divided into eight chapters covering various topics. ‘Getting started’ includes step-by-step instructions for using the tarot and includes information on how to choose a pack, rituals and shuffling techniques. It outlines how to ask questions and, most importantly, provides exercises and guidelines for interpretation and developing your intuition. There is information on reversed cards and also a discussion about the power of psychological ‘projection’ when reading the cards.
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There are many different designs of tarot deck to choose from.
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The following chapter includes complete interpretations, keywords and phrases for every tarot card of the Major Arcana, while the next chapter offers comprehensive and focused interpretations of those cards in the tarot which are often overlooked or given very brief overviews in many books.

The next four chapters provide a wide variety of tarot layouts you can try for yourself: and cover everyday, relationship, revelation and destiny spreads. Starting off with the most basic – two-card and three-card spreads, favourite cards and self-discovery layouts – you can move on to more in-depth readings. There are relationship spreads you can do on your own or with a partner, and further revelation spreads for personal development. Finally there are more complicated and traditional spreads such as the Celtic cross, astrology, gypsy, zodiac and year ahead spreads.

The concluding chapter tells you how to develop your skills and increase your knowledge. It includes practical ways to combine the tarot with numerology, crystals and the Kaballah, with further techniques for developing greater insight into interpretations.
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Part 1

Tarot basics
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What is tarot?

The tarot is a deck of 78 mystical cards. There are 22 cards that form the Major Arcana and represent individuals who personify a particular quality or archetype. The 56 cards of the Minor Arcana represent events, people, behaviour, ideas and activities that go on in our lives. For hundreds of years the tarot has been one of the most important Western mystical pathways for fortune-telling, divination and self-development. With connections to alchemy, psychology, astrology, numerology, Kaballah, Christian mysticism, Eastern philosophy and many other esoteric traditions, the tarot is available to everyone. It is a mirror of the human soul.

A universal language

Each card has an image, a name and a number, which are potent symbols and have specific meanings. At its simplest level, tarot is a universal language that speaks through a variety of archetypal symbols. Getting to know the meaning behind these symbols, and your own reactions to the symbols, means you can identify with these qualities in your own life, work with them in a positive way and enhance personal development and relationships.
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Self-awareness brings better relationships.

Symbols and archetypes have profound significance, with many layers and levels of meaning; they open us up to the hidden depths of ourselves which we might unconsciously choose to deny, repress or exile. This universal language makes the tarot a unique tool for self-understanding and for making choices about the future.

Self-understanding and psychological growth

The tarot provides an instant and direct way to understand the rhythms or patterns at work in your life. Uncannily, the tarot also seems to ‘predict’ patterns or events that are about to happen. This may be our unconscious follow-up reaction based on the tarot’s imagery at the reading.

We often want a signpost to a decision, or a confirmation of our doubts or belief in a relationship. The tarot can give us clues to the sort of day we might have, or who we might fall in love with. Again, the cards reflect our own hidden desires, actions and goals. It can also help to develop our own self-awareness so that we can make conscious choices, understand the reasons behind a situation or give guidance as to the next stage of our personal life journey. In fact, the tarot is all about you.

An expression of any given moment

The tarot’s potent use is to guide you, to make you draw on your intuitive senses, to ‘know’ what it is you really want in life and to act upon that knowledge. The cards reveal the energy and mood that surround you, and give you insight into your self at any given moment, to open you to choice, and most of all to self-discovery.
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The tarot is not evil

Tarot is not ‘spooky’, nor is it ‘evil’, unless the person who uses it chooses it to be so. The tarot is beyond our projection of good and bad and only reflects the energy of the moment and the reader. But we can project our goodness and badness onto it too. Using the tarot is a way to open yourself up to inner wisdom and hidden knowledge. Due to the Church’s fear of anything esoteric that smacked of the occult, tarot became associated with the darker occultist arts, which is why people are often afraid of its power. Unfortunately, those collective associations still remain deeply embedded in our individual and collective psyches. Tarot is not intrinsically anti any belief or creed; it is simply a tool for revealing what is, in the truest sense.
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The tarot is like a mirror, providing an image of yourself at the time you look at it.

A mirror to the self

Whatever the origins of the tarot (see page 16), it has inspired writers, poets and artists over the centuries. It is a symbolic pathway you can walk along on at any moment in life to see the truth about yourself ‘through the looking-glass’. It is simply a series of stepping-stones or secret pathways to self-discovery.

Past, present and future

Tarot cards are simply mirrors of our emotions, feelings, soul and being. They are like reflections on a pond where the visual images remain the same but vibrate with ripples caused by natural energies like the wind. Tarot moves with you, so that you can work with life, not against it. The tarot provides a mirror image of ourselves at the moment we choose to look at our reflection.


The history of tarot

The 78 cards of the tarot deck are made up of the Major Arcana and the Minor Arcana, which basically mean ‘big secrets’ and ‘little secrets’, respectively. Nobody really knows where the tarot originated; as with many mysteries, historians, writers and practising occultists invented various historical roots coloured by their own personal views.

But it is known that decks of mystical numbered cards existed in India and the Far East in ancient times and were probably brought to Europe by the Knights Templar during and after the crusades to the Holy Land. There have also been suggestions that travelling gypsies from the Far East brought the tarot to Europe during the Middle Ages.

Most sources believe the first tarot decks in Europe appeared in the early 14th century. These first decks seem to have arisen from a combination of early Italian four-suited playing cards and the set of 22 Major Arcana whose origin remains shrouded in myth and mystery.
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The eighteenth-century French linguist, cleric, occultist and freemason Antoine Court de Gebelin was convinced of the mystical significance of the tarot. He claimed that the 22 Major Arcana was an ancient Egyptian book, or a set of tablets of mystical wisdom, remnants perhaps of the Book of Thoth (Egyptian god of mysteries and magic). Gebelin believed these mysterious tablets were brought to Europe by travelling magi (priests who followed the ancient Persian religion of Zoroastrianism) in early medieval time and were subsequently hidden away or lost. He devised his own deck using 77 cards, plus the Fool to make 78. The Major Arcana contained three times seven cards plus the Fool numbered zero, and each of the four suits of the Minor Arcana contained twice seven cards (ten pip cards and four court cards). His book, The Primitive World, Analysed and Compared to the Modern World volume viii, published in 1781, contained a chapter on the tarot and was accompanied by 78 designs that became the foundation for many later traditional decks.
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The 16th-century magician John Dee used the tarot to talk to ‘angels’.

Tarot imagery also has links with the ‘art of memory’, a system of memorization invented by the Greeks to impress images on the mind for symbolic association. The Renaissance memory systems were subsequently linked to magical talismans and occult practices, and to magicians like the 16th-century British astrologer and occultist John Dee, who took them one step further by using this system to talk to ‘angels’.
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Thoth was the Egyptian god of magic and words.

No one really knows the origin of the word ‘tarot’. Some sources suggest that it is a derivative of the name of the god Thoth, who was the Egyptian god of magic and words. Others believe it has Hebrew origins or is a corruption of the word ‘torah’, the Hebrew book of law. And again some commentators believe it could be an anagram of rota, a Latin word meaning ‘wheel’. Although not strictly an anagram, either the missing ‘t’ or maybe a later addition of ‘t’ provides yet another clue to solving the universal riddle hidden within itself.

Renaissance developments

Apart from its use as a mystical pathway, tarot was once used as a game in the Middle Ages known as tarocchi or tarocchino and later known as Trumps. It is still played as a game in Europe today.

The first cards were hand-painted, and one of the earliest decks is known as the Visconti Sforza tarocchi cards painted in the mid-1440s for the Duke of Milan. Other very early decks made up of 40 numbered cards and 22 Major Arcana include one belonging to Francois Fibba, an exiled Italian prince, and the Mantegna deck designed around 1470–85. These beautiful cards are very different from the deck we use now and examples exist in the British Museum.

The Mantegna deck is divided into five suits of ten cards each, and numbered from one to 50. The imagery expresses a universal order from the highest realms of the planets, down through the arts and the muses, and finally traditional imagery similar to the later standard tarot decks. Another well-known pack is the Marseille deck, which appeared at the end of the 15th century. Retaining the use of four suits of 14 cards, plus the Major Arcana, this deck has remained one of the most popular and distinct right up to the present day. Its imagery is dazzling and empowering.

The 19th-century revival

The 19th century saw an upsurge of interest in the occult, magic and esoteric mysticism. During this period the tarot spread from its adopted home in Europe to North America and to other parts of the world. Kabbalist and philosopher Eliphas Levi believed the source of the tarot was rooted in the sacred Enochian alphabet of the Hebrews. He also believed that the tarot did not necessarily predict, but it did reveal powerful knowledge to the wise. The social attitudes of the late 19th century created a biased distinction between divination and fortune-telling (which continues in some social circles today). Divination was apparently for the serious, intellectual elitist who coveted wisdom, while fortune-telling was considered a cheap way to make money by conning women and the ‘lower classes’.

Waite, Crowley and the Golden Dawn

Towards the end of the 19th century, Dr Arthur Edward Waite developed and designed his own unique and radical tarot deck (later called the Rider-Waite deck) with the help of artist Pamela Coleman Smith. Waite was an initiate of the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn, one of the most influential occultist groups founded in 1888 by William Wynn Westcott, a doctor and master freemason, and by Samuel Mathers, a flamboyant character in Victorian British society. Drawing on many different esoteric beliefs, Mathers fused Egyptian magical systems with medieval magic texts and Eastern esoteric beliefs to create a workable magic system that also incorporated the Kaballah. In 1903, Waite took control of the Golden Dawn, and changed its name to the Holy Order of the Golden Dawn, to emphasize its more Christian associations.
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Dr A.E. Waite radically changed the concept of tarot by designing his own deck.

The Universal tarot deck used in this book is still one of the most popular tarot decks in use today and integrates the original images of Waite’s designs. Instead of the Minor Arcana being portrayed as mere playing card pips (clubs, spades, diamonds or hearts), he designed each card of the four suits as a symbolic image in itself.

In the 1940s British occultist Aleister Crowley designed the Thoth deck, together with Lady Frieda Harris. This controversial magus, notorious for his bizarre occult practices and heroin addiction, was also an initiate of the Order of the Golden Dawn, but was not liked by the other members. In 1907 he plundered the ideas of the Golden Dawn and formed his own order, the Silver Star, to include sexual and erotic magic. Crowley wrote many books on various occult practices and ideas, and in the 1960s there was a huge revival in his work. Intelligently written, his books form the beginnings of the first psychological approach to magic and occultism.

Crowley’s deck embodies Egyptian, Greek, Christian and Eastern symbolism as well as many elements of other esoteric pathways. Crowley believed the tarot was an intelligence, a living force, and a key to the archetypal world within the self.
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Aleister Crowley, controversial occultist, designed his own deck in the 1940s.

Since then, hundreds of tarot books and decks have been written and designed. The tarot has become more than just a fortune-telling tool; it is a comprehensive voyage of self-discovery, a mysterious and ancient symbol of all that we are.


Why use the tarot?

The tarot is an objective tool in the pursuit of self-analysis; the invaluable benefit of this kind of divination for self-awareness is that the cards never lie. Of course, the fortune-telling image of tarot still exists, and some of us really do want to ‘know’ what our future holds. As long as we don’t deny responsibility for our future choices by saying ‘the cards decided for me’, then the tarot somehow, uncannily, seems to describe patterns of behaviour. We are exactly what the tarot says we are.
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The tarot is an invaluable tool for self-analysis and can help you to deal with difficult situations.

When you first start practising with a ‘card for the day’, you’ll see how the card resonates to the energy, experiences and events of your day. The irony, of course, is that the tarot reflects the questioner’s state of being and only mirrors back to you what you already are, both unconsciously and consciously.
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With its rich imagery and symbolism, the tarot can easily be used for meditation.

Many people turn to the tarot for its archetypal and symbolic significance in their lives. It allows you the chance to truly develop your own choices and journey in life, and to bring greater awareness to your sense of purpose, destiny or vocation. Tarot is one of the most powerful tools for developing self-awareness. It is timeless. Tarot inspires, creates pathways, gives guidance and makes a huge difference to the way you view your life and deal with its challenges. It is a wonderful tool for self-analysis and self-improvement.

Tarot not only brings fresh insight into making choices, and allows you to develop trust in your instincts and intuition, but it also opens up new horizons in relationships, career issues and personal fulfilment. By tapping into the energy of the moment, you are literally tapping your own psyche. It can also bring you closer to the spiritual and psychic side of your nature.


How it works

The word divination is derived from the Latin divinus, meaning ‘to be inspired by the gods’. To ‘divine’ is to foresee or foretell. Many cultures throughout the world and over the ages have ‘foretold’ the future using anything from tossed twigs, coins and tea leaves to patterns in puddles after the rain. The desire to know what ‘will be’ is a very strong human drive.
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Coins used for I-Ching – another ancient divination technique.

But we seem to have lost the awareness that there is something ‘other’, a connecting force that permeates all life and all existence. This connecting force includes the so-called ‘random’ shuffling and choosing of the tarot cards. The belief that life is causal, that the only valid connection between two events is that one caused the other, is a modern scientific viewpoint. For example, ‘the car broke down because I didn’t take it to the garage when I was supposed to’. There is, however, a far more ancient and universal belief that everything in the universe is interconnected, and that events and patterns in the zodiac or the tea-cup, in another person’s life or anywhere on Earth are all part of an invisible force. In other words, the randomness of divination is itself part of this process.

The great 20th-century Swiss psychologist Carl Jung coined the word ‘synchronicity’ to describe such meaningful coincidences. He believed that the tarot card we select is prompted by something inner that needs to be expressed or must become manifest in the outer world at that moment.

The seemingly random choice of cards at any one moment is a powerful signifier of the meaning of that moment. It is almost as if the cards pick you, just as you pick the cards. We all project unconscious issues onto objects in the environment. We perceive reality through the tinted lens of our own nature. And we similarly project our inner issues onto each tarot card. Yet there is a message in every symbol and a meaning behind every image in the tarot. In return, the card awakens us to the powerful patterns in human nature that give us answers and solutions that we already unconsciously knew but didn’t dare to believe possible.

The tarot works because it plays the chords that resonate in your soul. It is the music of your self.
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Swiss psychologist Carl Jung developed the idea of synchronicity.


A symbolic language

The tarot is a symbolic language that draws on two symbolic sources: one is numbers, the other is images. These archetypal symbols trigger profound feelings within us and connect us to timeless myths and collective dreams. These ideas or deep-seated emotions need to be brought to life and carry within them many different layers of meaning for all of us.

Roses, for example, have always been associated with love, corn with fertility and arrows with spirited vitality. But roses have thorns and can hurt us in love; corn sheaves eventually become dry and brittle as our fertile creativity can ‘dry up’. Take time to look closely at the symbolic images on every card, and, if you want to find out more about number symbolism, read the sections on numerology, astrology and the Kabbalah at the end of the book.
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But where is this symbolic pathway leading us? Is it a learning curve or a divination method for making choices? The answer is that the tarot is both. Every card tells a story about our own personal journey at any given moment of time, and our interpretation and association with the symbols expands the tale. We read the tarot as if we were reading a book, but like any language it takes time to get to know it well. In fact, there are no precise or exact meanings for every card or layout, because the language of the tarot is wonderfully rich and changes with you.

Symbolic associations

Association is a key theme on the tarot journey. We do this in everyday language without thinking about it. The word ‘jug’, for example, you’ll immediately associate with a jug! But what kind of jug do you see in your mental or visual picture? Large, elliptical, long and narrow, squat, glass, ceramic, tin, coloured, patterned or highly decorative? We each have a different perception of the word ‘jug’, even though it is a common word. Once you start working with word associations you can see how important it is to work with symbols in this way, too.

So what about the word ‘tarot’ itself? What associations do you make? Does it make you feel curious, wary, involved, fascinated, scared or enriched? Take time to think what you project onto that word and why it conjures up various associations for you. Make a list and play with the ideas to discover more about the way association works and your own feelings about the tarot.
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A rose is a universal symbol of love.


Tarot as a mirror

The ‘mirror’ analogy is the best one for understanding what you are actually doing when you read the tarot. Simply, you are reading you.

Look in a mirror, in water or in a shop window for a reflection of yourself. Obviously, you see yourself. But is it really you as others see you? Is your perception coloured by what you want to see? The tarot, likewise, is a mirror. And your projections about love, life, hopes and fears are cast onto the cards as they are on the glass of the mirror. What you are actually reading in conjunction with the apparent random choice of cards are all those projections thrown back at you in a secret language, which you are going to learn to understand. As you begin to develop your ability to read the language of the cards, you also begin to connect to the archetypal themes and stories running through your own life with more objectivity.

Now try this exercise. Find a mirror. The one you use in the morning, or a beautifully framed antique mirror that adds glamour, mystique and charisma to the reflection it frames – you.

First of all, you will see your physical self and the usual things you like about yourself – your eyes, your hair, the perfect nose, the wry smile. Or you immediately notice the awful things like the bad hair, the pasty complexion, sagging chin, puffy eyes, a spot. Some us see the positive attributes, others see the negative simply because we are projecting ‘good’ or ‘bad’ onto what we see.

You might colour your reflection with fantasies of who you might be. Or perhaps you camouflage your true features with other people’s expectations of what is fashionable. Then again, you might be lucky enough to be objective and see through the colour of your personal lens to the ‘real’ you.

The tarot is an objective mirror. Of course you may still project onto the tarot cards your own issues, complexes or hopes and fears. But the irony is that you can now ‘see’ what they are, revealed through the symbolic language of the tarot. Of course, sometimes you may not like what you see, but that’s because the tarot is an objective mirror that always tells the truth.
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The tarot reflects your hopes and fears each time you read the cards.


The deck and its structure

The tarot is made up of 22 cards called the Major Arcana, plus four suits of 14 cards called the Minor Arcana. The 22 Major Arcana represent profound archetypal qualities that permeate humanity, collectively and on an individual level. These qualities are represented by characters such as the Emperor, the Fool or the High Priestess, by several cosmic forces such as the Sun and the Moon, and by structures such as the Tower, the Wheel of Fortune and the Chariot. The other cards are the Magician, the Empress, the Hierophant, the Lovers, Strength, the Hermit, Justice, the Hanged Man, Death, Temperance, the Devil, the Star, Judgement and the World.

The 56 Minor Arcana represent events, people, behaviour, ideas and activities that go on in our lives. When most of the cards in any layout are Major Arcana cards, there is likely to be an important issue that needs attention in the life of the person concerned; the issue may still be unconscious, but is one that demands attention. If we choose a load of Minor Arcana cards, then it is likely that there is a very simple solution to a problem, or that events will unfold quickly. We know what needs to be done, or the events and experiences in our lives are simply showing us other aspects of what we are.

The four suits of the Minor Arcana are numbered Ace through to 10 of each suit, plus four court cards rather than the three associated with normal playing cards – King, Queen, Knight and Page (sometimes called the Knave). Note that some tarot decks also include a fifth court card called the Princess. The four suits are associated with the four elements: Swords with air; Wands with fire; Pentacles with earth; and Cups with water. As in the mirror exercise, think, feel, visualize and imagine how these associations work together.

The Major Arcana
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The Fool
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The Magician
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The High Priestess
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The Empress
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The Emperor
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The Hierophant
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The Lovers
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The Chariot
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Strength
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The Hermit
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The Wheel of Fortune
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Justice
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The Hanged Man
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Death
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Temperance
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The Devil
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The Tower
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The Star
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The Moon
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The Sun
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Judgement
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The World
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Different tarot decks

These days you can find such a wide range of tarot decks, covering anything from gnomes to dragons, that it is quite hard knowing which is the best to use. My suggestion is to study as many as you can via the Internet and let your intuition decide which pictorial images ‘say’ something to you. Below is a selection of traditional and more modern tarot decks that have been long-time favourites and are worth adding to any collection. For beginners I recommend the Universal deck used throughout this book, as well as the Rider-Waite deck upon which the Universal is based.

The Visconti-Sforza deck

One of the oldest known packs, originating from the end of the 15th century, it was created for the Visconti-Sforza family of Italy. More recently, additional cards have been added and painted to replace the original missing ones. This tarot deck is perhaps one of the most beautiful and enriched packs in existence, and has been recognized worldwide as one of the great examples of miniature art and Renaissance symbolism. The original deck included cards for Faith, Hope and Charity, and the Minor Arcana included an extra female knight and page per suit. However, none of the pip cards are pictorial.
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The Moon from the Visconti-Sforza deck of cards.

The Minchiate Etruria

The tarot, known in Tuscany as the Minchiate, was being used as early as the Renaissance in that region of Italy.

The Minchiate Etruria deck, produced in Florence around 1725, combines the more unusual pagan myths, the elements, the virtues and the signs of the zodiac. It has an odd structure, but it is fascinating in its rich imagery. Although the pip cards are not particularly pictorial, an odd satyr, unicorn or hedgehog appears when you least expect it.

The deck is made up of 97 cards. There are 41 ‘Major Arcana’ cards, 19 of which appear in other decks, as well as the 12 signs of the zodiac and four virtues, plus, of course, the 56 suits cards.

The first 35 cards are called papi, and numbered with Roman numerals. They have no titles. The next five cards are called arie in the following order: the Star, the Moon, the Sun, the World and the Last Judgement (or Fame). The court cards are unnamed too.

The Minchiate Etruria deck is illustrated throughout this book and is really worth adding to your collection once you understand the tarot better. The added elements of the astrological qualities and symbols can enrich and deepen your tarot reading.

[image: ]

The Sun from the Minchiate Etruria deck.

The Tarot of Marseille

There are several modern versions of the Marseille tarot, but they all originate from the deck first popularized in France in the 16th century and further developed by Claude Burdel around 1750. This is probably the most famous tarot deck of all, and has powerful, simple images in primary colours that evoke extraordinarily profound or hidden truths. Although crude, it is striking and effective; the fact that there are no pictures on the Minor Arcana cards can make them difficult to interpret. The older packs used Roman numerals, and later on usually bore the title of the Major Arcana cards in French, while continuing to use the Italian suits of Swords, Pentacles, Wands and Cups. This is a wonderful deck to use when you are more experienced.
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The Devil from the Marseille tarot.

The Rider-Waite deck

Dr Arthur Edward Waite (1857–1942) was a serious scholar of all things occult, and believed that ‘the true tarot is symbolism’. Under his strict supervision, Pamela Colman Smith, a fellow member of the Order of The Golden Dawn, designed the 78 cards. This 19th-century British occult group, established by Samuel Mathers, William Woodman and William Wynn Westcott, attracted many prominent people of the time, including Waite, Edward Munch, August Strindberg, Rider Haggard, Aleister Crowley, William Butler Yeats, Bram Stoker and many others.

All the cards in this deck are completely pictorial, including the pip cards, and this precise imagery offers an immediate depth and accessibility to the meaning behind the cards. The pack was first issued in 1910, and since then there have been various reissues and copies. The authentic Waite-Smith pack is known as the Rider-Waite deck and reproduces the true colours and images of the original. The deck used in this book, the Universal deck, sticks faithfully to the symbols, imagery and colours of the early pack.
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The King of Cups by Frieda Harris from a tarot pack devised by Aleister Crowley.

The Crowley or Thoth tarot

Aleister Crowley, like many early 20th-century occultists, acquired a bad reputation. However, this charismatic, extraordinary man created a wonderful tarot deck that was designed and painted during the Second World War, just a few years before his death in 1947. The imagery reflects Crowley’s eclectic occultist philosophy and, like the Rider-Waite pack, included both alchemical and astrological symbolism. Crowley worked closely with artist Frieda Harris to embed the secret teachings of the Order of the Golden Dawn (see page 21) into the card imagery, too.

The Thoth or Crowley tarot has become one of the most popular of the 20th-century tarot decks; the colours, imagery and geometrical symbolism make each card a work of art. The esoteric depth to these cards, however, can be more difficult to interpret. Crowley’s pack differs from most decks in that he includes Knight, Prince, Princess and Queen, but no King. Each of the numbered Minor Arcana cards is titled with a keyword. The Major Arcana is also radically different from the traditional decks with its 24 cards that include three ‘Magus’ cards.
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This watercolour of the King of Wands was painted for a tarot pack for Aleister Crowley.

The IJJ tarot

The letters ‘JJ’ refer to two cards, Juno and Jupiter, the Roman gods who were renamed ‘the Popess’ and ‘the Pope’ in later decks to keep the Church moderately happy. This deck is an old design that probably dates back to around 1670 and has been one of the most popular tarot packs in Europe and the United States. The images are very classical, with fine artwork, but the pip cards are not pictorial.

The Crystal tarot

This modern tarot deck, inspired by artist Gustav Klimt, was illustrated by Elisabetta Trevisan for Lo Scarabeo. Klimt was one of the great leaders of Art Nouveau at the end of the 19th century. This tarot deck contains mystical messages and is illustrated using tempera and pastels to create a delicate blend of colours and images; many or the images appear to have been painted as stained glass. The Crystal tarot invites you to enter a world of peace and harmony and evokes the qualities and archetypal messages of each card at its most potent and poignant.
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Strength from the Crystal tarot.


Part 2

THE

tarot directory
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How to use the directory

The nice thing about the tarot is that it is already mapped out like a pathway. The steps along the way are plotted for you. But, like any journey, there are often hidden pitfalls and obstacles along the way. Take the journey one step at a time, and if you are a beginner start with the chapter entitled ‘Getting started’ (pages 44–79). Practise the exercises outlined in the chapter entitled ‘Developing skills and knowledge’ (pages 348–383), but also look at the cards whenever you can and work with your own ideas, too. If you are already familiar with the tarot, then you can start to work immediately with the Major and Minor Arcana chapters and the layout chapters.
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If you find yourself immediately curious about card meanings, then don’t hesitate to look them up, but try to work through the early exercises first. It is your own ability to bring meaning to the cards and interpret them for yourself that will bring meaning and purpose to your life.

Interpretation chapters

In the chapters specifically set aside to discuss the individual meanings and interpretations of each card, you will find phrases in the text such as ‘you now’, ‘blockage’ and ‘future outcome’ positions. These refer to the order in which the cards were put down in some layouts. Many layouts use one of these positions. ‘You now’ is usually the first card laid down; the ‘blockage’ card, or your obstacles, is a card which crosses or sits at right angles on top of another card. A ‘future outcome’ card defines the next step or stage of your journey.
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However, there are layouts that don’t have these specific positions; in that case, work with each interpretation in depth. Fundamentally, it’s up to you to develop your own intuitive interpretation based on the key symbols for the cards.
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