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The Best Damned Trivia Night: An Introduction

	Greetings, reader! I’m Austin Rogers and I know stuff. Most famously, I proved my stuff-knowingness on a 12-game, $411,000 run on the acclaimed quiz show Jeopardy!. But long before my TV prowess, I hosted pub quiz nights.

	When I started hosting 15 years ago, pub quiz, trivia night—whatever you might call it—existed but not anything like it does today. What started as a humble British hobby is now a multinational industry with dozens of businesses and thousands of individuals generating millions of dollars for bars, pubs, and special events. The near ubiquity of trivia nights is inescapable, and in cities like New York, my home, the wealth of choice in events to attend is staggering. But it wasn’t always like this.

	When I first got my feet wet as a pub trivia host, I didn’t have much to go on: I was fresh off a winning appearance on the TV game show Cash Cab when a friend approached me. He was opening a new bar and thought a trivia night would be a good draw on an off night, and my expertise made me the perfect candidate to host.

	Before the bar’s grand opening, we spent several weeks traveling New York City, and attending as many pub quizzes as we could in search of a format that worked. In an era before the spate of prepackaged quiz nights such as Geeks Who Drink, Trivia Tryst, and NYC Trivia League, the pickings were slim and the quality of the product wanting. The meager offerings included monotone hosts, inanely simplistic questions, and incredibly specific topics that were solely the domain of specialists in niche categories (imagine an entire night’s worth of questions on Pavement or Golden Girls quotes). It all pretty much sucked. I knew I could do better, so I cherry-picked positive facets of each quiz night I attended and ran with it to create the Best Damned Trivia Night I possibly could. 

	While researching the perfect trivia format, I found that a whole lot of quizzes I encountered were too specific, focusing on one subject (e.g., a Back to the Future quiz that tested patrons only on the minutiae of the movie’s plot points). Why not include delightfully tangential trivia as well? Switch it up and get creative! Try this instead: “While Back to the Future was the top-grossing movie of 1985, this SNL alum comedy was the second-highest-grossing film of the year.”*

	Worse, so many attempted to be way too cutesy. (“In 1911, this famous painting was stolen . . . speaking of ‘stealing,’ he’s the quarterback for the Pittsburgh Steelers!”) Ugh. Just ugh. In a few odd cases, I discovered trivia nights that were also too specialized and obscure, bordering on the academic in their questioning (“It’s bygone British railways trivia night!”). 

	I observed the same outcome again and again in all these examples: One team got the lead right away and stayed there, making for a less dynamic competition where no one had any fun. Sure, the guy who memorized the names of 19th-century Scottish steam engines was having a great time, but everyone else was definitely bored out of their heads or just annoyed. Annoyed customers leave bars and never come back.

	Armed with these newfound insights, I wrote every evening’s quiz with three thoughts in mind: 1) Does any well-rounded team have a chance of winning? 2) Will there be different teams in the leader’s spot throughout the night, giving hope to every participating team? 3) Can incentives like cash giveaways, free swag, gift cards, beverages, and meals scattered throughout the evening keep it entertaining, even for those teams with no chance in hell of winning? The answer to all three questions is a resounding “yes.”

	[image: ]

	The sheer amount of quiz books is innumerable. Bathroom readers and titles like 1,001 Questions about German Shepherds populate the warehouse shelves of Amazon, and while they’re all good and fun, none of them tell you how to monetize your overwhelming desire for minutiae. That all changes with this volume. Short of going on Jeopardy!, there are few ways to earn an income in the field of trivia. Tournaments, including Geek Bowl and SporcleCon, offer rare opportunities to profit from your inane knowledge, but otherwise, trivia is a pauper’s game. Not so with hosting pub quiz and bar trivia. This book will help you set up a great quiz night for your friends and family at home or any gathering. It is also a primer on how to “go pro” and start your own trivia night at a local bar, restaurant, club, or special event.

	The trivia rounds that follow contain the perfect formula for a diverse, entertaining, and engaging trivia night that keeps people playing and drinking, thus generating revenue. They are organized into 78 four-round quizzes, with each round rated by difficulty from 1 (you better get all of them right!) to 6 (PhD-level minutiae for only the true savant), and are sure to please any and all trivia fans.

	And of course, if none of this works for you, put your own spin on it. Rip me off. You’ve already bought the book—I don’t care if you follow my perfect instructions or not. I got paid!

	
		
			*Answer: Beverly Hills Cop

		

	


	
		
Just a Whole Lot Of Pub Trivia

	

	
		QUIZ 

		1

	

	Round 1 / Difficulty Level [image: ]

	Chain Restaurants

	1Because of a preexisting copyright, Burger King franchises carry this name in Australia.

	2Entertainer Bob Hope suggested that founder Sandy Beall name his chain restaurant after this Rolling Stones song.

	
		Did You Know?

		Unlike most other Jagger–Richards songs, the lyrics to Answer #2 were written entirely by Keith Richards, and much of the music was composed by Brian Jones. Even so, Mick Jagger says that it’s “a wonderful song . . . I always enjoy singing it.”

	

	3After a corporate realignment, both Carl’s Jr. and Hardee’s have a smiling one of these as a logo.

	4David Lynch probably hates the name of this Dallas-based breastaurant.

	5This restaurant chain is the number-one buyer of apples in the United States.

	6This chain is known as the St. Louis Bread Company in 100 stores in its original market.

	7Specializing in smoked and steamed fish dishes, Nordsee boasts 400 locations throughout Europe, North Africa, and the Middle East and is based in this European country.

	8Because of lax image rights practices, China’s Kungfu chain restaurant has as its logo a picture of this martial arts legend.

	9Popular in the UK, PERi-PERi chicken is the signature dish of this South African–based fast-food chain.

	10Curiously or obviously, every location of this chain restaurant has closed down in Massachusetts and Maine.

	Answers*

	
		
			*1. Hungry Jack’s - 2. “Ruby Tuesday” - 3. Star – 4. Twin Peaks – 5. McDonald’s – 6. Panera Bread – 7. Germany – 8. Bruce Lee – 9. Nando’s – 10. Red Lobster

		

	

	Round 2 / Difficulty Level [image: Difficulty Level 3]

	Before and After

	Here’s how “Before and After” rounds work: I’ll give you two clues separated by the word AND that form one compound answer. Think of one half, think of the other half, then find the word in the middle that joins them together. (No partial credit!) For example: This Billy Joel song will “get you high tonight” AND Lynchburg’s famous whiskey. (Answer: Captain Jack Daniels.)

	1Australian singers of “All Out of Love” AND in the 14th century, Islamic scholar Ibn Taymiyyah was the first to codify this basic law of economics.

	2The location of the three rings of a three-ring circus AND the nickname of the US Navy Strike Fighter Tactics program.

	3In this song, “the pipes, the pipes are calling” AND the leader of Culture Club.

	4Kelly Ripa played a soap opera star whose character was killed off in this mid-2000s ABC sitcom AND the band behind 1989’s top 10 hit “Epic.”

	5The author of Silent Spring AND the former starting quarterback for the Arizona Cardinals and Cincinnati Bengals. 

	6The leader of the Heartbreakers AND the generic name of the senior enlisted rank in the US Navy.

	7His group of Five had a number-one UK hit with 1964’s “Glad All Over” AND civilian name of Kal-El.

	
		USEFUL FACTOID

		The vaunted Superman debut in Action Comics #1 was only the first 13 pages. The rest featured decidedly less popular stories like Sticky-Mitt Stimson’s vignette.

	

	8Storied UK retailer of British-made home goods and clothing AND blacklight poster retailer for nineties mall kids.

	9Much of the choreography for this Beyoncé music video was inspired by a Bob Fosse routine AND the feeling’s right in this Kool and the Gang song.

	10Three-word phrase indicating that someone is probably receiving bribes AND Robbie Williams rose to fame as a member of this boy band. 

	Answers*

	
		
			*1. Air Supply and Demand - 2. Big Top Gun - 3. Oh, Danny Boy George - 4. Hope and Faith No More - 5. Rachel Carson Palmer - 6. Tom Petty Officer - 7. Dave Clark Kent - 8. Marks and Spencer Gifts - 9. Single Ladies Night - 10. On the Take That

		

	

	Round 3 / Difficulty Level [image: Difficulty Level 2]

	Where They’re Buried

	1Upon her entombment in the Pantheon along with her co–Nobel laureate husband, she became the first woman to be accorded the honor on her own merits.

	2He’s interred at 122nd Street and Riverside Drive.

	
		Did You Know?

		Groucho Marx’s early TV quiz show, You Bet Your Life, popularized the “Who’s buried in [Answer #2’s] Tomb?” question. The joke’s true punch line, of course, is “no one”— he and his wife are entombed, not buried.

	

	3In 1840, nineteen years after his death on St. Helena, his remains were relocated to Paris’s Dôme des Invalides.

	4From 1955 until 1971, her body’s location was unknown; upon their discovery in Milan, her remains were initially displayed in her exiled husband’s living room in Spain before being interred in Buenos Aires’s La Recoleta Cemetery.

	5Her name and “1926–1962” are the only adornments to her spartan Westwood Memorial Park crypt.

	6Although Condé Nast, Tim and Wellington Mara, and fellow Yankee alumnus Billy Martin are buried in the Gate of Heaven Cemetery in Hawthorne, New York, no one there is more famous than this man, appropriately in graves number three and four.

	7On February 23, 1997, he was interred in Resurrection Cemetery in Madison, Wisconsin; David Spade was too grief-stricken to attend.

	8Every Russian czar except Peter II and Ivan VI is interred at Saints Peter and Paul Cathedral in this city.

	9As featured in an Oliver Stone movie, his grave is near those of Marcel Proust, Oscar Wilde, and Georges Bizet at Père Lachaise Cemetery.

	10Before her burial at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield, New Jersey, Stevie Wonder, Alicia Keys, and, unfortunately, R. Kelly sang at her service in nearby Newark.

	Answers*

	
		
			*1. Marie Curie - 2. Ulysses S. Grant - 3. Napoleon - 4. Eva Perón - 5. Marilyn Monroe - 6. Babe Ruth - 7. Chris Farley - 8. St. Petersburg - 9. Jim Morrison - 10. Whitney Houston

		

	

	Round 4 / Difficulty Level [image: Difficulty Level 2]

	Random Stuff You Should Know

	1Nearly 50 years before the first organization met at La Rotisserie Française restaurant, a young Jack Kerouac invented and played his own version of this popular game.

	2Game Show Network’s Skin Wars is a competition focused on this art.

	3Wade Winston Wilson is the name of this wisecracking, nearly invulnerable Marvel superhero.

	4Many legumes, including alfalfa and clover, have the ability to transfer this element from the atmosphere into their roots and, when the plant dies, the soil.

	5Jackie Chan’s megahit Police Story 3 went by this name in the United States.

	
		CHAN THE MAN

		Jackie Chan’s bit role in 1981’s The Cannonball Run wasn’t so memorable, but what the actor took from it became a Chan trademark: Jackie was so enamored by the film’s post-credits outtakes that he insisted they be included in all his future action-comedy films.

	

	6Pointe du Hoc is a promontory that separates Utah Beach and this other code-named beach.

	7This automaker has traditionally manufactured standard roadsters, but since 1910, it has also been famous for its iconic three-wheeler sports cars.

	8The real name of this debonair star from the Golden Age of Hollywood was Archibald Leach.

	9This is the largest moon in the solar system.

	10One point each for the 12 franchise restaurants with the most locations in the world. 

	Answers*

	
		
			*1. Fantasy Baseball - 2. Body Painting - 3. Deadpool - 4. Nitrogen - 5. Super Cop - 6. Omaha - 7. Morgan - 8. Cary Grant - 9. Ganymede - 10. Tim Horton’s, Arby’s, Quiznos, Taco Bell, Wendy’s, Domino’s, Burger King, Pizza Hut, KFC, Starbucks, McDonald’s, Subway

		

	

	
		QUIZ 

		2

	

	Round 1 / Difficulty Level [image: Level Difficulty 5]

	Flags

	Name the country for each of the following flags!

	1[image: ]

	2[image: ]

	3[image: ]

	4[image: ]

	5[image: ]

	6[image: ]

	7[image: ]

	8[image: ]

	9[image: ]

	Answers*

	
		
			*1. Japan - 2. Thailand - 3. South Korea - 4. Vietnam - 5. Mongolia - 6. Malaysia - 7. Singapore - 8. Bhutan - 9. Myanmar

		

	

	Round 2 / Difficulty Level [image: Level Difficulty 5]

	Hudson Valley, New York

	1The Hudson River originates in these mountains, whose name is thought to originate from the indigenous Mohawk for “eaters of trees.”

	2Vice President Teddy Roosevelt was at Lake Tear of the Clouds when he received a message that the health of this recently shot president had taken a turn for the worse.

	3This is the name for the area encompassing the cities of Troy, Schenectady, and Albany.

	4Dutch settlers’ tale of sighting a white whale swimming the Hudson near Rensselaerswyck on March 29, 1647, inspired descendants, including this author.

	5This is the largest island on the Hudson River.

	
		TECHNICALITY ALERT

		By the time it reaches Answer #5, the Hudson River no longer carries sediment, so it doesn’t fit the criteria of “river.” Thus, it’s a tidal estuary. So is the East “River.” Oh well.

	

	6Designed by Frank Gehry, the Richard B. Fisher Center for the Performing Arts is the concert hall at this Annandale-on-Hudson liberal arts college.

	7His book Kitchen Confidential extensively documented this author’s education at Hyde Park’s Culinary Institute of America.

	8While the Dutch called the Hudson River Noortrivier, or “North River,” they referred to this waterway as the “South River.”

	9Depicting the king and queen of England’s 1939 US visit, the 2012 film Hyde Park on Hudson starred this actor as FDR.

	10In 1962, to accommodate more traffic, this Hudson River crossing—and busiest motor bridge in the world—added a lower level.

	Answers*

	
		
			*1. Adirondack Mountains - 2. William McKinley - 3. The Capital District - 4. Herman Melville - 5. Manhattan - 6. Bard College - 7. Anthony Bourdain - 8. Delaware River - 9. Bill Murray - 10. George Washington Bridge

		

	

	Round 3 / Difficulty Level [image: Level Difficulty 4]

	Movie Math

	“Movie Math” is a fun round. Like “Before and After,” it challenges you to think of two different answers and put them together. If you’re hosting, make the first question a freebie to explain the rules. You could say something like, “I’m about to read the names of two popular movies that would ordinarily have a number in the title, but I’m going to omit that number. Then I’ll give you a basic math function to perform using those same numbers. Here’s an example: ‘[Blank] Hour Photo PLUS [Blank] Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest’ would be ‘1 + 1 = 2.’ ”

	1____ Years a Slave MINUS ____ Angry Men

	2Big Hero ____ TIMES ______ Legged Freaks

	3____ Psychopaths PLUS ____ Days of Summer

	4______ Feet from Stardom DIVIDED BY ______ Cloverfield Lane

	5Another ______ Hours MINUS ____ mm

	6Assault on Precinct ____ PLUS Gone in ______ Seconds

	7Death Race ______ DIVIDED BY Blues Brothers ______ 

	
		LET’S ISSUE A RETRACTION

		The New York Times’s Janet Maslin savaged the original Blues Brothers in a 1980 review. And she even pointed out that the plot to save the orphanage by fundraising for its back taxes could’ve been avoided if the church-run institution had been tax-exempt in the first place. Which makes sense.

	

	8____ Easy Pieces TIMES ______ Degrees of Separation

	9______ Shades of Grey MINUS ____ Ronin

	10Ocean’s ______ (1960) PLUS Ocean’s ____ (2001) PLUS Ocean’s ______ (2004) PLUS Ocean’s ____ (2007) PLUS Ocean’s ______ (2018)

	Answers*

	
		
			*1. 0 (12 – 12 = 0) - 2. 48 (6 × 8 = 48) - 3. 507 (7 + 500 = 507) - 4. 2 (20 ÷ 10 = 2) - 5. 40 (48 – 8 = 40) - 6. 73 (13 + 60 = 73) - 7. 1 (2000 ÷ 2000 = 1) - 8. 30 (5 × 6 = 30) - 9. 3 (50 – 47 = 3) - 10. 55 (11 + 11 + 12 + 13 + 8 = 55)

		

	

	Round 4 / Difficulty Level [image: Level Difficulty 4]

	Random Stuff You Might Know

	1New York City’s detention center from 1838 to 1902, built in the Egyptian Revival style, had this relevant nickname.

	2This word describes the spacing between the inboard-facing edges of the rails on a railway track.

	3In classical music notation, arco instructs musicians to return to using the bow on their stringed instruments after previously receiving this instruction to pluck their instruments.

	4What’s the capital of Malaysia?

	5The Collingwood Magpies, Richmond Tigers, and Western Bulldogs are all teams in this sport.

	6In 1964, Sanford Ink Company launched this iconic product, which spawned an entire brand.

	
		FUN FACT

		Football player Terrell Owens and astronaut Chris Hadfield are both fans of Answer #6. The former because he hid it in his uniform for a flamboyant end zone celebration; the latter because holy cow, IT WORKS IN SPACE!

	

	7Where in nature would you find a spinneret?

	8Created by Marvelous Mrs. Maisel’s Amy Sherman-Palladino, short-lived show Bunheads followed a showgirl who ended up teaching this art.

	9Kurt Cobain knew that this was element atomic number 3.

	10One point for each of the 12 artists whose paintings have sold at auction for the most money ever. 

	Answers*

	
		
			*1. The Tombs - 2. Gauge - 3. Pizz. - 4. Kuala Lumpur - 5. Australian Rules Football - 6. Sharpie - 7. Spider or Insect Larva - 8. Ballet - 9. Lithium - 10. Bacon, Lichtenstein, Modigliani, Picasso, Rembrandt, Klimt, Rothko, Pollock, Gauguin, Cézanne, de Kooning, Da Vinci

		

	

	
		QUIZ 

		3

	

	Round 1 / Difficulty Level [image: Difficulty Level 3]

	Medicine

	1This ancient Greek physician is known as the father of medicine.

	2Studies find it is not massive concussions but many mild traumatic brain injuries that lead to this sports-related disease, abbreviated.

	3This is the name of the arm bone that runs from shoulder to elbow.

	
		MORE THAN ANATOMY

		We all know that song that goes “X bone connected to the Y bone,” right? Well, it’s not a skeletal study aid. It’s a 1928 spiritual by NAACP leader James Weldon Johnson and his brother J. Rosamond Johnson, based on prophet Ezekiel’s visions in the “Valley of Dry Bones.”

	

	4Anti-anxiety drug alprazolam is best known by this trade name.

	5Emptying into the right atrium, the superior and inferior of these veins return deoxygenated blood to the heart.

	6Killing between 50 and 100 million people, the influenza pandemic that began in this year caused 3 to 5 percent of the world’s population to die.

	7In 1816, French physician René Laennec invented this heart and lung monitoring device.

	8This is the branch of medicine that deals with the treatment and prevention of cancer.

	9The human body, depending on the individual, has between 500 and 700 of these white-blood-cell-producing organs.

	10This organ removes old red blood cells and maintains a reserve of blood that can be used in case of hemorrhagic shock.

	Answers*

	
		
			*1. Hippocrates - 2. CTE (Chronic Traumatic Encephalopathy) - 3. Humerus - 4. Xanax - 5. Vena Cava - 6. 1918 - 7. Stethoscope - 8. Oncology - 9. Lymph Nodes - 10. Spleen

		

	

	Round 2 / Difficulty Level [image: Difficulty Level 3]

	Before and After

	See here if you need a refresher on the rules.

	1Eat a Peach was the first album by this band after its founder’s death AND HBO miniseries about Easy Company’s journey through World War II.

	2A snareless drum or a personal GPS device AND he has collaborated with Steven Spielberg on Saving Private Ryan and Catch Me If You Can.

	3The royal name of Canada’s island province AND the subject of the documentary Citizenfour. 

	4The nickname of animated Simpsons villain Dr. Robert Terwilliger AND host famous for the sign-off “Help control the pet population—have your pets spayed or neutered.” 

	5His gravestone mentions his religious freedom statute and the founding of a university but not his presidency AND the capital of Missouri.

	6Sharon Stone had an early role in this sort-of-rhyming Carl Weathers cop movie AND the writer of “Running on Empty” and “Take It Easy.” 

	
		AROUND THE COUNTRY

		The small town of Winslow, Arizona, of “Take It Easy” fame has a storefront with a fake reflection of a blonde in a Ford pickup truck. Don’t know why anyone would travel to see something from an Eagles song, yet here we are.

	

	7The singer of “Nobody Does It Better” and “You’re So Vain” AND polar opposites Rick and A. J. are San Diego private detectives in this eighties show. 

	8Although the Vaaler and Fay versions exist, the Gem is the ubiquitous version of this office supply AND premade, license-free illustrations for use in personal publishing. 

	9In 1853, David Smith of Vermont invented the spring-loaded version of this laundry device AND pictures of Betty Grable and Bettie Page.

	10Brandy joins Jennifer Love Hewitt and Freddie Prinze Jr. in this horror sequel AND Jessica Biel romances Cape Cod baseball player Freddie Prinze Jr. in this movie. 

	Answers*

	
		
			*1. Allman Brothers Band of Brothers - 2. Tom Tom Hanks - 3. Prince Edward Snowden - 4. Sideshow Bob Barker - 5. Thomas Jefferson City - 6. Action Jackson Browne - 7. Carly Simon and Simon - 8. Paper Clip Art - 9. Clothes Pin Up - 10. I Still Know What You Did Last Summer Catch

		

	

	Round 3 / Difficulty Level [image: Level Difficulty 4]

	Monty Python

	1Media outlets wryly commented that Trump’s inauguration was accompanied by the theme song to Monty Python’s Flying Circus, “The Liberty Bell” by this march composer.

	2What kind of parrot is the dead parrot?

	3Accompanied by a squishing noise, this famous Python symbol is a detail from Bronzino’s Renaissance painting An Allegory with Venus and Cupid.

	4The 2012 London Olympics closing ceremony featured a performance by Eric Idle of this Life of Brian song.

	5This Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy author is one of two non-Pythons to get writing credits on Monty Python’s Flying Circus.

	6Nobody expects this.

	
		Did You Know?

		Um, actually, everyone expected Answer #6. They literally gave you written warning of the accusation against you and ample time to prepare your defense.

	

	7Python alum Terry Gilliam’s Brazil features this acclaimed actor as renegade air-conditioning technician Archibald “Harry” Tuttle.

	8This is the name of King Arthur’s trusty squire.

	9The Crimson Permanent Assurance transform their corporate office into a pirate ship to open this 1983 Monty Python movie.

	10A famous Monty Python song is the inspiration for this term for unwanted email.

	Answers*

	
		
			*1. John Philip Sousa - 2. Norwegian Blue - 3. Foot - 4. “Always Look on the Bright Side of Life” - 5. Douglas Adams - 6. The Spanish Inquisition - 7. Robert De Niro - 8. Patsy - 9. The Meaning of Life - 10. Spam

		

	

	Round 4 / Difficulty Level [image: Difficulty Level 3]

	Random Stuff You Might Know

	1In rugby, this player is positioned between two props and uses their feet to win possession of the ball for their team in a scrum.

	2Hits including “Heat Wave,” “Where Did Our Love Go,” “Baby I Need Your Loving,” and many, many more were written by the two Holland brothers and this third songwriter.

	3The maker of Ritalin and Lamisil, pharmaceutical multinational Novartis is based in this country.

	4The German word for “king or emperor,” kaiser, is directly derived from this ancient family name.

	
		FUN FACT

		Czar has the same origin as kaiser from Answer #4.

	

	5This three-letter unit is the international measurement of electrical resistance.

	6Valued at nearly $30,000, the ultra-rare Black Lotus is reportedly the most expensive card in this fantasy trading card game.

	7Billy Joel said this song was inspired by a night out with then-girlfriend Elle Macpherson, Whitney Houston, and future ex-wife Christie Brinkley.

	8“I am shocked—shocked—to find that gambling is going on in here” is a quote from this movie.

	9From 1966 until 1975, Bobby Orr played for this team.

	10One point for each of the 12 northernmost world capital cities.

	Answers*

	
		
			*1. Hooker - 2. Lamont Dozier - 3. Switzerland - 4. Caesar - 5. Ohm - 6. Magic: The Gathering - 7. “Uptown Girl” - 8. Casablanca - 9. Boston Bruins - 10. Berlin, Dublin, Minsk, Vilnius, Copenhagen, Moscow, Riga, Stockholm, Tallinn, Oslo, Helsinki, Reykjavík

		

	

	
		QUIZ 

		4

	

	Round 1 / Difficulty Level [image: Level Difficulty 4]

	Famous Families

	1Anderson Cooper is the great-great-great-grandson of this shipping and railroad tycoon.

	2The 15th century’s Richard of York, the third Duke of York, adopted this as his last name, which came to refer to his family’s dynasty as rulers of England.

	
		SEMANTICS, SCHEMANTICS

		Willfully obtuse quizmasters may put their fingers to their glasses and say, “Well, actually, the Houses of Lancaster and York weren’t their own Royal Houses; they were what’s known as ‘Cadet Houses.’” They’re technically correct, but these people are Royal Pains.

	

	3Father Increase and son Cotton of this prominent Massachusetts family were divided over dissent and support, respectively, of the Salem witch trials.

	4Founded in 1600 by Ieyasu, this shogunate collapsed under his descendant of the same last name, Yoshinobu, in 1868.

	5According to the lore of Skull and Bones, a member of this prominent political family allegedly dug up the skull of Apache warrior Geronimo.

	6Beginning as a branch of the Capetian dynasty, members of this family have ruled France, Naples, Sicily, and Parma, and to this day are the monarchs of Spain and Luxembourg.

	7The Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet starred all four members of this real-life family.

	8Who is Norah Jones’s father?

	9Emigrating in the 1630s or 1640s, Dutch colonizer Claes Maartenszen bought a farm in what is now midtown Manhattan, beginning this famous family’s three-century New York legacy.

	10Michael, an explorer, ethnographer, and son of this famously wealthy family, disappeared and is presumed to have drowned while on expedition in New Guinea in 1961.

	Answers*

	
		
			*1. Cornelius Vanderbilt - 2. Plantagenet - 3. Mather - 4. Tokugawa - 5. Bush - 6. Bourbon - 7. Nelson - 8. Ravi Shankar - 9. Roosevelt - 10. Rockefeller

		

	

	Round 2 / Difficulty Level [image: Level Difficulty 1]

	Misconceptions

	The following 10 clues are the canon, the old standbys, the tried-and-true trivia nuggets which everyone in their trivia career shall face.

	1The all-black garb of Bunraku theater puppeteers is credited with the modern-day depiction of these spies and assassins.

	2An 1876 staging of one of this composer’s operas created the iconic—and ahistorical—image of the horned Viking helmet.

	3This Roman word referred not to a place of emesis, but instead to the exit corridors of an amphitheater.

	4The word ye, as in “ye Olde Shoppe,” is properly pronounced “the,” as the lowercase y resembles this “th”-pronounced Old English letter, written thusly: þ.

	5Anywhere between 5,000 and 7,000 Peloponnesians and other Greeks joined in the Battle of Thermopylae, well more than the 300 Spartans led by this king.

	
		HISTORICAL INACCURACIES

		Film and fiction have depicted the Battle of Thermopylae as being fought solely by 300 Spartans. That’s wrong. They were the vanguard of the force defending the pass of Thermopylae alongside 700 Thespians and 900 Helots, 400 Thebans, and others.

	

	6“I never failed in mathematics. Before I was fifteen I had mastered differential and integral calculus,” said this man.

	7Despite popular myth, dogs do not see in black and white; their vision instead resembles that of a human with this kind of color blindness.

	8Political opponents gave the purchase of Alaska this disparaging nickname.

	9The Moscow–Washington hotline was a teletype, then a fax machine, and now a secure email connection; it has never been this colorful device.

	10This company’s Space Pen was not funded by NASA at the cost of millions of dollars; it was funded by the company’s founder at a personal cost of $1 million.

	Answers*

	
		
			*1. Ninja - 2. Richard Wagner - 3. Vomitorium - 4. Thorn - 5. Leonidas - 6. Albert Einstein - 7. Red/Green Color Blindness - 8. Seward’s Folly - 9. Red Telephone - 10. Fisher

		

	

	Round 3 / Difficulty Level [image: Level Difficulty 4]

	Nineties Hip-Hop

	1Tupac’s “Changes” extensively samples “The Way It Is” by this group.

	
		TOO SOON

		“Changes” is the only song to date that has been posthumously nominated for the Best Rap Solo Performance Grammy.

	

	2Digable Planets’ “Rebirth of Slick” is better known for this three-word parenthetical title.

	3Big Pun’s “Still Not a Player” features vocals by this American R&B singer.

	4Bone Thugs-N-Harmony’s Grammy-winning hit “Tha Crossroads” was dedicated to the memory of their mentor and executive producer, this N.W.A. rapper.

	5What does the acronym C.R.E.A.M. stand for?

	6This Californian hip-hop group got their name from a street in Los Angeles County’s South Gate.

	7Tony! Toni! Toné!, Bell Biv Devoe, and Boyz II Men, among many others, are popular groups from this subgenre of hip-hop and R&B that was pioneered by producers Jimmy Jam and Terry Lewis.

	8“Déjà Vu (Uptown Baby)” was the first single of the 1998 album Make It Reign by this duo.

	9In 2005, this 1990 Public Enemy album was selected for preservation by the Library of Congress as an important contribution to American culture.

	10Egyptian singer Abdel Halim Hafez’s version of “Khosara Khosara” formed the main sample for this Timbaland-produced Jay-Z track.

	Answers*

	
		
			*1. Bruce Hornsby and the Range - 2. “(Cool Like Dat)” - 3. Joe - 4. Eazy-E - 5. “Cash Rules Everything Around Me” - 6. Cypress Hill - 7. New Jack Swing - 8. Lord Tariq and Peter Gunz - 9. Fear of a Black Planet - 10. “Big Pimpin’”

		

	

	Round 4 / Difficulty Level [image: Level Difficulty 4]

	Random Stuff You Might Know

	1In transportation, what are schraders and prestas?

	2What is the farthest-east territory in Asia on a Risk board?

	3There is evidence that the name of this Brazilian martial art finds its origin in Angola’s Bantu language.

	4This Star Wars actor’s real last name is Hershlag.

	5John and his son Washington Roebling, respectively, designed and built this New York City landmark.

	
		Did You Know?

		After John Roebling died and Washington Roebling was stricken with the bends from working in pressurized caissons beneath the East River, Washington’s wife, Emily, initially relayed her husband’s directions from his bed and then took on the day-to-day supervision of the entire project in Answer #5. Many thought she was the actual project designer. She wasn’t, but damn, she kicked its ass into shape. Best. Span. Ever.

	

	6This soccer player has more international goals—among men or women—than anyone else in the world.

	7Because of a 1987 state supreme court ruling that full nudity and lap dances are protected speech, this US city has more strip clubs per capita than any other in the country.

	8With our modern sensibilities, it’s ironic that Abraham Lincoln used this popular 19th-century song for his 1860 presidential campaign.

	9Who is Rebecca Romijn’s husband?

	10One point for each of the 10 tracks from Their Greatest Hits (1971–1975) by the Eagles.

	Answers*

	
		
			*1. Bicycle Tire Valves - 2. Kamchatka - 3. Capoeira - 4. Natalie Portman - 5. Brooklyn Bridge - 6. Christine Sinclair - 7. Portland, Oregon - 8. “Dixie” - 9. Jerry O’Connell - 10. “Take It Easy,” “Witchy Woman,” “Lyin’ Eyes,” “Already Gone,” “Desperado,” “One of These Nights,” “Tequila Sunrise,” “Take It to the Limit,” “Peaceful Easy Feeling,” “Best of My Love”
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	Round 1 / Difficulty Level [image: Difficulty Level 2]

	Teen Dramas

	1Airing 10 episodes before being canceled, Ravenswood was a spin-off of this ABC family teen drama.

	2In The O.C., Sandy Cohen often came into conflict with this father-in-law character.

	3In 1989, this teen drama aired A New Start, a two-part, special episode in which Erica gets pregnant and has an abortion.

	
		FUN FACT

		Drake was on Answer #3. He started from [that show]; now he’s here.

	

	4Any surprise appearance by Georgina Sparks is a bad omen in this TV show.

	5Tyler Posey plays Scott McCall in this MTV show based on a 1985 high school comedy.

	6This English singer performed “Here with Me,” the theme song to Roswell.

	7In which state does One Tree Hill take place?

	8Debuting against hits like Mad about You, Friends, and Martin doomed this Claire Danes teen drama to failure.

	9Will, Simon, Neil, and Jay attempt to score booze and get laid in this late-2000s British dramedy.

	10The spin-off Time of Your Life followed this Party of Five character as she moved to New York.

	Answers*

	
		
			*1. Pretty Little Liars - 2. Caleb Nichol - 3. Degrassi Junior High - 4. Gossip Girl - 5. Teen Wolf - 6. Dido - 7. North Carolina - 8. My So-Called Life - 9. The Inbetweeners - 10. Sarah Reeves Merrin

		

	

	Round 2 / Difficulty Level [image: Difficulty Level 3]

	Before and After

	See here if you need a refresher on the rules.

	1The logo advertising products like the Snuggie and Pocket Fisherman AND hacktivist group Anonymous’s Guy Fawkes mask is a Warner Bros. trademark from this movie.

	2R&B singer famous for “When a Man Loves a Woman” AND in 1987, this Peter Gabriel song won a record nine MTV Video Music Awards.

	3Bandmates Commerford, de la Rocha, Wilk, and Morello AND a term that describes how algorithms utilize knowledge gained from experience to automatically improve computer performance.

	4This Friends character’s middle name was Muriel AND thought to be lost forever, a film copy of game seven of the 1960 World Series was found in this crooner’s wine cellar.

	
		PRO TIP

		Anytime the Pittsburgh Pirates are mentioned in relation to a musical figure, the correct response is gonna be Answer #4. He owned 25 percent of the team. Yinz got that?

	

	5This cartoonist and fashion designer has made logos for bands like Radiohead and Bad Religion AND Will Ferrell’s nickname in Old School.

	6He plays Reese Witherspoon’s love interest in Legally Blonde AND band made up of daughters of a Beach Boy and a member of the Mamas and the Papas.

	7In various cultures, this animal is known as good luck, bad luck, and a witch’s familiar AND a role for Hathaway, Berry, or Pfeiffer.

	8The first two names of Guess model and Playmate born Vicki Lynn Hogan AND born in Hawai'i, this Oscar winner claims both US and—more famously—Australian citizenship.

	9A 2006 animated movie about a tap-dancing penguin AND unit of velocity that is equivalent to .681 mile per hour.

	10On a compass, 315 degrees AND the location of the Cabinet, Situation, and Roosevelt Rooms.

	Answers*

	
		
			*1. As Seen on TV for Vendetta - 2. Percy Sledge Hammer - 3. Rage against the Machine Learning - 4. Chandler Bing Crosby - 5. Paul Frank the Tank - 6. Luke Wilson Phillips - 7. Black Cat Woman - 8. Anna Nicole Kidman - 9. Happy Feet Per Second - 10. North West Wing

		

	

	Round 3 / Difficulty Level [image: Level Difficulty 6]

	New York Yankees

	1Finish this 6-4-3 double play: Koenig to Lazzeri to BLANK.

	2This famous Cubs first baseman finished his career as a player-manager of the 1913 and 1914 Yankees.

	3Former Yankee “El Duque” is the half brother of this retired journeyman pitcher.

	
		FUN FACT

		The Yankees are better than the Red Sox. Empirically. At the instantly dated time of this writing, 1,225 to 1,024. And 14 ties.

	

	4In 2015, the Yankees organization surprised this former pitcher and longtime pitching coach with a plaque in Monument Park.

	5Who caught Don Larsen’s perfect game in the World Series?

	6The Yankees built Yankee Stadium across the Harlem River from this stadium, the home of their former landlords.

	7In 1990, pitcher Andy Hawkins became the first Yankee to ever lose one of these games.

	8This is the name of the global hospitality company running concessions at Yankee Stadium.

	9How many games did Joe DiMaggio’s 1941 hitting streak last?

	10What is the most recent number to be retired by the Yankees?

	Answers*

	
		
			*1. Lou Gehrig - 2. Frank Chance - 3. Liván Hernández - 4. Mel Stottlemyre - 5. Yogi Berra - 6. Polo Grounds - 7. No-Hitter - 8. Legends - 9. 56 - 10. 2

		

	

	Round 4 / Difficulty Level [image: Difficulty Level 3]

	Random Stuff You Might Know

	1According to Queen Mary University of London, goats from distinct regions develop these mannerisms differently.

	2What element is chemical symbol At?

	3The RC, IS, and GX are models by this automotive brand. 

	4Nina Dobrev played this character on Vampire Diaries.

	5After the United States, this country is the world’s second-largest producer of beef.

	6The Kyrie Eleison, Agnus Dei, and Dies Irae are segments of this musical Latin mass. 

	7What is the capital of Nicaragua?

	8According to Principal Seymour Skinner, the phrase “Steamed Hams” comes from Albany, not Superintendent Chalmers’s upstate New York hometown.

	9This food item is Taco Bell’s best-selling individual item ever.

	10One point for each of the top 12 movies in the American Film Institute’s “100 Years of 100 Movies” list.

	
		TOP OF THE CHARTS

		The white oak tree prominently featured in IMDb top-rated film The Shawshank Redemption was split by lightning in 2011 and finally felled by high winds in 2016. So the tree, like the movie in which it appears, was incredibly overrated.

	

	Answers*

	
		
			*1. Accents - 2. Astatine - 3. Lexus - 4. Elena Gilbert - 5. Brazil - 6. Requiem - 7. Managua - 8. Utica - 9. Doritos Locos Taco 10. The Searchers, City Lights, The Wizard of Oz, Vertigo, Schindler’s List, Lawrence of Arabia, Gone with the Wind, Singin’ in the Rain, Raging Bull, Casablanca, The Godfather, Citizen Kane
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	Musical Math

	This round works just like “Movie Math.” See the explanation here if you need a refresher on the rules. 

	1Matchbox ______ MINUS Maroon ______

	2“______ Luftballons” PLUS “______ Light Years from Home”

	3“December ______ (Oh, What a Night)” MINUS “______ Is a Joke”

	4______ Live Crew TIMES ______ Dog Night PLUS ______ Non Blondes

	5“______ Ways to Leave Your Lover” PLUS “Highway ______ Revisited”

	
		Did You Know?

		The highway mentioned in Question #5 is nicknamed the Blues Highway. It runs from New Orleans, through Memphis and St. Louis, and ultimately through Minnesota to the Canadian border. Thus, it symbolically connected Duluth-born Robert Allen Zimmerman to the music he created as Bob Dylan. Or something like that.

	

	6Jurassic ______ TIMES Jackson ______

	7______ Tree Hill TIMES “______ Days a Week”

	8“Route ______” TIMES “Less Than ______”

	9______ pence None the Richer TIMES ______ Inch Nails

	10UB ______ PLUS Eiffel ______

	Answers*

	
		
			*1. 15 (20 – 5 = 15) - 2. 2099 (99 + 2000 = 2099) - 3. 1052 (1963 – 911 = 1052) - 4. 10 (2 × 3 + 4 = 10) - 5. 111 (50 + 61 = 111) - 6. 25 (5 × 5 = 25) - 7. 8 (1 × 8 = 8) - 8. 0 (66 × 0 = 0) - 9. 54 (6 × 9 = 54) - 10. 105 (40 + 65 = 105)

		

	

	Round 2 / Difficulty Level [image: Difficulty Level 3]

	Before and After

	See here if you need a refresher on the rules.

	1A prognosticating Pennsylvania rodent AND Paul McCartney, Michael Jackson, and this musician are the only people to sell more than 100 million albums as both a solo artist and member of a band. 

	2The slogan of Nancy Reagan’s war on drugs campaign AND this Anaheim-based band’s breakout album Tragic Kingdom is diamond certified.

	3Molasses Swamp and Gumdrop Mountain board game AND this Minnesota-based dairy cooperative.

	4John Goodman stars as an American inheritor to the English throne in this 1991 box-office bomb AND this Jackie Gleason character is husband to Alice and a driver for the Gotham Bus Company.

	5Martin Sheen played President Jed Bartlet on this TV series AND this Microsoft font renders letters as a variety of symbols.

	
		FUN FACT

		President Bartlet was not supposed to be seen in the show’s original drafts. Kinda like Wilson on Home Improvement, maybe?

	

	6This rapper, discovered by The Notorious B.I.G., finished fifth on 2009’s Dancing with the Stars AND she did an infamous butt shoot for Paper magazine.

	7Apparently, nothing is real in this Beatles song AND Alphaville song, later reworked by Wayne Wonder (and used by Jay-Z).

	8This beer boasts that it is “cold certified” AND Alfred, Lord Tennyson’s poem immortalized this military unit’s 1855 Crimean War charge. 

	9Founded in 1979, this Disney subsidiary’s programs include Outside the Lines, PTI, and Around the Horn AND Justin, Chris, Joey, Lance, and JC.

	10Julia Roberts and Denzel Washington starred in this film version of a John Grisham novel AND this Stephen Hawking best-selling book attempts to explain physics and cosmology to the nonscientist.

	Answers*

	
		
			*1. Punxsutawney Phil Collins - 2. Just Say No Doubt - 3. Candy Land O’ Lakes - 4. King Ralph Kramden - 5. The West Wing Dings - 6. Lil’ Kim Kardashian - 7. Strawberry Fields Forever Young - 8. Coors Light Brigade - 9. ESPN Sync - 10. The Pelican Brief History of Time

		

	

	Round 3 / Difficulty Level [image: Level Difficulty 1]

	Poetry

	1Thirteenth-century Sufi poet Rumi wrote in this language of Iran.

	2“Da DUM da DUM da DUM da DUM da DUM” is the best way to illustrate an unstressed and stressed line written in this rhythm.

	3Rhyming author Theodor Geisel is better known by this pen name.

	4What is the most common syllable pattern of haiku?

	5“There once was a man from Nantucket” is an opening to a famous version of this humorous poem style.

	6This word refers to a poem’s final two rhyming lines, often used by Shakespeare in his sonnets.

	7Friedrich Schiller’s “An die Freude” is best known as the choral lyrics to the final movement of this Beethoven symphony.

	8“Two roads diverged in a yellow wood” opens “The Road Not Taken” by this four-time Pulitzer Prize–winning poet.

	
		WILD GUESS

		Ninety percent of those answering Question #8 will say “The Road Less Traveled.” There isn’t a poem called that, yet everyone thinks there is. Total Mandela effect going on with this one.

	

	9The title of the play A Raisin in the Sun comes from the poem “Harlem” by this poet.

	10“Inferno,” “Purgatorio,” and “Paradiso” are the three parts of this epic poem by Dante.

	Answers*

	
		
			*1. Persian/Farsi - 2. Iambic Pentameter - 3. Dr. Seuss - 4. 5/7/5 - 5. Limerick - 6. Couplet - 7. Number 9 - 8. Robert Frost - 9. Langston Hughes - 10. The Divine Comedy

		

	

	Round 4 / Difficulty Level [image: Level Difficulty 4]

	Random Stuff You Might Know

	1In 2017, 92 percent of the 2.2 million voters of this Spanish autonomous community voted in favor of full independence.

	2Yale professors Ronald Rivest, Alan Perlis, and Michael O. Rabin have won the “Nobel Prize of Computing,” an award named for this British mathematician.

	3This is the first and last name of the often violent husband to Stella in A Streetcar Named Desire.

	4Set in an optics factory, The Most Beautiful was a 1944 wartime propaganda film by this Japanese director of Seven Samurai.

	5What is the Spanish word for “in” or “inside”?

	6What item is the Kids Choice Awards trophy?

	7Utilizing heavy ropes, tractor tires, and other unorthodox apparatus, this training regimen was founded in 2000 by controversial figure Greg Glassman.

	8What was Dwight Eisenhower’s middle name?

	9What is the capital of Belarus?

	10One point for each of the 10 Academy Award for Best Actress winners for the decade of the 2000s (2000 to 2009).

	
		PRO TIP

		Questions like #10 come up frequently throughout this volume; finite data sets are easily memorized. Best Picture, Actor, and Actress winners; US presidents; best-selling novels. The list of, well, lists goes on and on. Seek them out and enjoy them! Kings and queens; national capitals; state nicknames, flowers, and birds. Do it!

	

	Answers*

	
		
			*1. Catalonia - 2. Alan Turing - 3. Stanley Kowalski - 4. Akira Kurosawa - 5. Dentro - 6. An Orange Blimp - 7. CrossFit - 8. David - 9. Minsk - 10. Julia Roberts, Halle Berry, Nicole Kidman, Charlize Theron, Hilary Swank, Reese Witherspoon, Helen Mirren, Marion Cotillard, Kate Winslet, Sandra Bullock
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	South America

	1Created by Pope Alexander VI, the 1494 Treaty of Tordesillas split up the New World, and South America specifically, between Spain and this European power.

	2Argentine footballer Lionel Messi plays for this European club.

	3This number-one hit single was the lead song of Laundry Service, the 2001 English-language debut by Colombian singer Shakira.

	4This icon of Incan civilizations means “The Old Peak” in the Quechua language.

	5Starring Ethan Hawke, this 1993 movie follows an Uruguayan rugby team’s hardships while stranded in the Andes after a plane crash.

	6What is the capital of Colombia?

	7“El Libertador” Simón Bolívar was described as a falsifier, deserter, conspirator, liar, coward, and looter by this founder of modern communism.

	8Gaining independence from Great Britain in 1966, this is the only South American country whose official language is English.

	9Straddling Peru, Chile, Bolivia, and Argentina, this is the driest nonpolar desert in the world.

	
		WHEN IN DOUBT

		If you’re ever put on the spot, Answer #9 is one of those all-time great trivia guesses that’ll make your friends say, “Whoa, you know what you’re talking about,” and even if you get the question wrong, they’ll still be like, “We’re just impressed . . . I’ve never even heard of that.”

	

	10This South American country’s name is derived from the Latin word for “silver.”

	Answers*

	
		
			*1. Portugal - 2. FC Barcelona - 3. “Whenever, Wherever” - 4. Machu Picchu - 5. Alive - 6. Bogotá - 7. Karl Marx - 8. Guyana - 9. Atacama Desert - 10. Argentina

		

	

	Round 2 / Difficulty Level [image: Difficulty Level 3]

	Before and After

	See here if you need a refresher on the rules.

	1This “Make ’Em Say Uhh!” rapper had contracts to play for the Charlotte Hornets and Toronto Raptors AND with the head of a monkey and body of a fish, the Fiji mermaid was a hoax created by this famed circus founder. 

	
		I ONLY FLY PRIVATE

		The circus founder in Question #1 promoted singing sensation Jenny Lind. In order to ensure her privacy from the crowds that swarmed her, he purchased and constructed the world’s first private railcar for her use.

	

	2A ukulele-playing musician or Dickensian child AND portrayed by comedian Allen, this was the main character of Home Improvement.

	3Andrew Jackson rose to national fame because of his victory at the Battle of New Orleans after the official end of this conflict AND Amy Schumer parodied this Henry Fonda courtroom drama in a shot-for-shot remake.

	4The pen name of Alice in Wonderland’s author AND actor who portrayed Archie Bunker.

	5Jonathan, Jordan, Joey, Donnie, and Danny AND part of Rhode Island, this vacation spot is only 14 miles from Montauk, New York. 

	6Loretto, Kentucky’s red wax–sealed bourbon AND lead singer of Sugar Ray.

	7Hanna-Barbera’s cat-and-mouse duo AND “Show me the money!” movie.

	8From 1974 to 1980, Bon Scott was the lead singer of this hard-rock band AND Green Lantern, Flash, and Aquaman’s parent company. 

	9The star of Inside Man and Children of Men AND the star of Shanghai Noon and Marley and Me.

	10His debut solo album was 1987’s Faith AND the first openly gay player drafted by an NFL team. 

	Answers*

	
		
			*1. Master P. T. Barnum - 2. Tiny Tim the Toolman Taylor - 3. War of 1812 Angry Men - 4. Lewis Carroll O’Connor - 5. New Kids on the Block Island - 6. Maker’s Mark McGrath - 7. Tom and Jerry Maguire - 8. AC/DC Comics - 9. Clive Owen Wilson - 10. George Michael Sam

		

	

	Round 3 / Difficulty Level [image: Level Difficulty 4]

	1999

	1Not only does this group with a number-three hit in 1999 like girls who wear Abercrombie & Fitch, but Chinese food makes them sick.

	2It took only 19 nominations, but in 1999 this soap actor finally won a Daytime Emmy.

	3In 1999, this Billy Blanks–invented workout-slash-martial-art reached peak popularity.

	4In 1999, this not-so-nice fellow who happened to be a ballplayer for the Atlanta Braves got in seriously hot water when he made racist, sexist, homophobic, and xenophobic comments about New York City.

	5What was Haley Joel Osment’s character named in the 1999 film The Sixth Sense?

	6In a 1999 Saturday Night Live sketch, Darrell Hammond, who was playing presidential candidate Donald Trump, asked John Carpenter to be his running mate shortly after Carpenter became the first person to win the American iteration of this game show.

	
		WHEELS WITHIN WHEELS

		The trivia community tends to be pretty self-referential, so oftentimes clues on one notable show will come up on other shows. An example could be “John Carpenter’s winning question featured this US president’s appearance on the variety show Laugh-In.” The answer, of course, was Richard Nixon.

	

	7These four words were canine actor Gidget’s popular 1999 commercial catchphrase.

	8Actor Ron Livingston has said, “That’s kind of a heavy load to carry” when people tell him they quit their jobs after being inspired by his role in this 1999 comedy.

	9This third Harry Potter book was released in 1999.

	10Blame this 1999 movie for the prevalence of Paranormal Activity, Cloverfield, and other not-so-great found footage movies.

	Answers*

	
		
			*1. LFO - 2. Susan Lucci - 3. Tae Bo - 4. John Rocker - 5. Cole Sear - 6. Who Wants to Be a Millionaire? - 7. “Yo Quiero Taco Bell” - 8. Office Space - 9. Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban - 10. The Blair Witch Project

		

	

	Round 4 / Difficulty Level [image: Difficulty Level 3]

	Random Stuff You Might Know

	1Who was Henry VIII’s second wife?

	2In 2012, Atlanta-based tea company Teavana was acquired by this corporate behemoth.

	3In 1984, despite a $5,000 per game fine imposed by David Stern, this basketball player refused to change his sneakers before games, creating a marketing juggernaut.

	4Pristina is the capital of this newly independent, partially recognized state.

	5This word describes a nationalistic country run under the totalitarian rule of a militaristic single party led by a dictator embodied by a pseudo-religious cult of personality.

	6Most scientists agree that although coffee was cultivated in eastern Africa, this Arabian country was the first to roast, prepare, and consume the drink.

	
		Did You Know?

		A disturbing number of Americans know the country that is Answer #6 only from Chandler’s address at 15 [Redacted] Road, [Redacted] in Friends.

	

	7This loanword originally referred to a cloak and hood worn by residents of a region of France of the same name but later described a luxury motorcar with a top extending to cover both driver and passengers. 

	8Also known as a millionfish or rainbow fish, this five-letter tropical fish is one of the most popular aquarium fish in the world.

	9One of Bollywood’s highest-paid and most popular actors of all time, this entertainer went on to star in ABC’s crime drama Quantico.

	10One point each for the 12 largest nongovernment for-profit employers in the United States. 

	Answers*

	
		
			*1. Anne Boleyn - 2. Starbucks - 3. Michael Jordan - 4. Kosovo - 5. Fascist - 6. Yemen - 7. Limousine - 8. Guppy - 9. Priyanka Chopra - 10. FedEx, Hewlett Packard, Yum! Brands, GE, Berkshire Hathaway, UPS, Target, Home Depot, Kroger, IBM, McDonald’s, Walmart
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	Antiques and Stuff

	1In addition to its spectacular art collection, this former Manhattan home of a robber baron features five centuries of furniture and clocks and is now a museum.

	
		I’LL MEET YOU IN HELL

		Just up the road from Answer #1 is the Cooper Hewitt, Smithsonian Design Museum. It is the former home of Answer #1’s business-partner-cum-rival, Andrew Carnegie. “Tell him that I’ll meet him in hell” were the final words of the former to the latter. Great guys, the robber barons.

	

	2Fiona Bruce hosts the current iteration of this British TV show; Mark L. Walberg hosts its American counterpart.

	3The Antique Automobile Club of America stipulates that a car must be at least this many years of age for it to be called “antique.”

	4This word refers to British antiques, designs, and architecture during the early Hanoverian dynasty of the 18th and 19th centuries.

	5In mechanical watches, this word describes a day/night phase dial, stopwatch, date window, and other additional features.

	6A catalog of antique firearms reveals a potential fortune at the end of this 1998 British movie.

	7The highest-selling piece of antique furniture of all time, a cabinet nicknamed after this shuttlecock sport, sold for $36.7 million.

	8In addition to creating protectionist tariffs, the 1930 Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act defined an antique as anything made before this year.

	9Lasting from 1368 to 1644, this Chinese dynasty is synonymous with vases.

	10Selling for $30.8 million, a Leonardo da Vinci book described with this five-letter word is the most expensive book ever sold.

	Answers*

	
		
			*1. Frick Collection - 2. Antiques Roadshow - 3. 25 - 4. Georgian - 5. Complication - 6. Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels - 7. Badminton - 8. 1830 - 9. Ming - 10. Codex
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	Famous Feuds

	1In 1979, these two families appeared on the TV show Family Feud.

	
		IF YOU LIKE FAMILY FEUD . . .

		. . . you’ll love Pointless, a BBC game show that can best be described as “reverse Family Feud.” You have to give an answer to a question that is both correct and answered by the least amount of people. It’s a great study guide for a trivia buff. Think “London” is a terrible answer to “Name a European capital,” as everyone will know it, but “Skopje” is a great one.

	

	2The founder of the Bank of New York was shot and killed by this founder of the company that would later become Chase Manhattan Bank.

	3This man was conveniently on vacation in Florida when six members of Bugs Moran’s gang were machine-gunned in 1929’s St. Valentine’s Day Massacre.

	4In 2005, a Mexican woman found she was in possession of the mountaineering ice ax used by Stalin’s operatives to kill this Russian leader in 1940.

	5Diss tracks on the 2000 album The Notorious K.I.M. escalated the feud between Lil’ Kim and this rapper, her erstwhile high school friend.

	6Years after the insult to his sister and the subsequent headbutt and red card, French soccer star Zinedine Zidane said he will never apologize to this Italian center back.

	7Mariah Carey said she hired extra security after feeling unsafe around this fellow American Idol judge.

	8Shakespeare’s Richard III dramatizes the conclusion to the feud between these two families.
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