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DEDICATION

 




Matt: I formed the initial concept of this book in December of 2008 while preparing to fly out to California for Penn State’s Rose Bowl game with USC. In a time of economic uncertainty, why was I spending money on a trip across the country to watch college football instead of staying home in Delaware and watching it all on TV? Because I am a Penn Stater, and I have my dear family to thank for that. This book is for my parents, Jack and Diane, and for Uncle Rich and Aunt Carolyn. In my childhood, all were part of memorable fall Saturdays at Beaver Stadium. It also is for Jeff “Ironhead” Byers and Scott “Scooter” Henry, who both contributed chapters and are the two greatest friends I have. I also would like to dedicate this book to a man I have never met, ESPN.com’s Bill Simmons. In more than one of his columns, Simmons has offered inspiration and advice to would-be writers. After years of reading his work, I finally decided to attempt to join the world of sports literature with this project.

To my brother and fellow collaborator, David, who has been with me on so many of my life’s greatest experiences. Finally, to my wife, Shannon, whose love and encouragement were a great asset during this project, and sons, Jack and Connor, who understood my need to spend hours away from them while researching and writing this book.

 




David: First, to my brother, Matt, who conceived the idea for this book and really pushed it to make it become a reality.

This also is dedicated to some of the same people Matt mentions—our parents, who have always been there for us, Uncle Rich and Aunt Carolyn, and Scooter and Ironhead, who are not only the greatest friends anyone can ask for but also have become like family to the Penceks.

Also, I would like to dedicate this book to all the reporters who worked the Penn State football beat during my ten years of covering the team, especially to former Times Leader writer Jerry Kellar, who passed away in 2007. Besides helping my career, he provided a tremendous amount of heart and humor to the beat, and those who worked in the press box with him won’t forget him.

Finally, to my loving and understanding wife, Jen, who, thanks to me, now enjoys the blue and white of the Nittany Lions more than the blue and white of her alma mater UConn Huskies; and to my son, Ryan, who I took to his first Penn State football game in 2010 when he was 13 months old, and I look forward to watching many, many more games with him.
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INTRODUCTION

Here it is! The book that will settle all those debates about Penn State sports that you have with coworkers, at tailgates, or in a bar. Or is it the book that will spark new debates? Either way, we discuss the great moments, the great players, and, yes, even some events that led to heartbreak in the land of Nittany.

What does former Notre Dame head coach Lou Holtz really think about Joe Paterno? For that matter, what is one-time Penn State problem child Matt Millen’s opinion of the Nittany Lions’ head football coach? What are former All-American running back Lydell Mitchell’s recollections of forming a powerful one-two punch with teammate Franco Harris?

How and why did the 1994 football team get robbed out of a national title? Who was the greatest Penn State athlete to ever wear the number 22—the only Heisman Trophy winner or the most dominant basketball player in school history? What are the pros and cons of the Lions’ membership in the Big Ten conference?

We look to provide the answers to all these questions and more.

Though sports themed, we also want this book to cover the entire Penn State experience that generations of students and fans—from tailgating to nightlife—have cherished, and there’s even some space dedicated to taking classes. And did we say sports themed? When Penn State sports is referenced, it normally means football, football, and—wait for it—football. Go to the book section of any of the Penn State stores on College Avenue in State College, you will find dozens of titles on the subject of football and very few on the other Nittany Lion sports. Even a quick look at the table of contents of this book offers a football-heavy list of topics. But we also recognize the great moments and great athletes of the nearly 30 other athletic programs carrying the Penn State banner.

In addition to the three names mentioned previously—Holtz, Millen, and Mitchell—we asked, among others, former athletes, former Paterno assistant coaches, and current media personalities to be a part of this project. You will find chapters written by NFL Hall of Famers Jack Ham and Mike Munchak, Indianapolis Colts head coach Jim Caldwell, one of the greatest Lady Lion basketball players of all time Kelly Mazzante, and one of the nation’s top meteorologists Joe Bastardi.

One objective of this book is to be a final say on many topics. When ranking the greatest players, we put an emphasis on those who won multiple All-American awards balanced with the dominance of their play. Then there are those topics that are just ripe with some good-old biased opinion, as some ESPN announcers and Big Ten officials will find out.

Our favorite college sports program is one of the greatest in the history of the NCAA, with legendary coaches and set in an awe-inspiring natural backdrop. When talking about Penn State, we are reminded of that line from the Mac Davis song that says it’s hard being humble when you’re perfect in every way. And although PSU isn’t always perfect, it is Dear Old State to the hundreds of thousands across the Nittany Nation.

 



—Matt and David






OPENING STATEMENTS

Sure, Penn State has had memorable bowl wins. Season-ending games with Pitt have had a major impact on national championships. Since joining the Big Ten, the Nittany Lions also have had some big moments against Michigan State, including clinching two conference titles. But what about season openers? Stop that snickering. Yes, of late and probably for the foreseeable future, the Lions’ first games have been against the likes of Youngstown State and Coastal Carolina. There were those openers in the past that seemed to, for good or bad, set the tone for the rest of the season. In the court of Penn State public opinion, here are our opening statements on season openers.

 




10. September 23, 1961: Penn State 20, Navy 10. The return of running back Roger Kochman from a knee injury the previous season highlighted the game. Don Jonas scored a touchdown and kicked two second-half field goals in the victory.



How did they finish: The Nittany Lions would complete an 8–3 season with a 30–15 win over Georgia Tech in the Gator Bowl and tie for 18th place with Arizona in the final AP poll of the season. Navy would finish 7–3.




9. September 3, 1994: Penn State 56, Minnesota 3. This is ranked not because the Golden Gophers were a solid team that Penn State could measure itself against—the Gophers finished 3–8 this season; rather, it’s here because fans, and the rest of the nation, got their first looks of the incredible offense the Nittany Lions unleashed in 1994.



How did they finish: A perfect 12–0 season, their first Big Ten championship, and another missing national championship.




8. September 1, 2001: Penn State 7, Miami 33. Following a losing season in 2000, the Lions were looking to rebound in 2001. The south end zone upper deck in Beaver Stadium and Mount Nittany Club were complete, as were the suites atop the east stands. The expansion added more than 12,000 seats, increasing Beaver Stadium’s capacity to 107,282. Emotions ran high as Adam Taliaferro jogged onto the field less than a year after his serious injury at Ohio State, when some questioned whether he would ever walk again. The stadium was electric—and then the game started. The eventual national champion Hurricanes raced out to a 23–0 lead four minutes into the second quarter, and the rout was on.



How did they finish: After starting the season 0–4, Penn State made a nice run and nearly ran the table, but ended up with a 5–6 record.




7. September 4, 1993: Penn State 38, Minnesota 20. Again, this was not because the Gophers provided a good measuring stick for the season—Minnesota finished 4–7. The reason for including this contest is that it was the first-ever Big Ten game the Nittany Lions played. Bobby Engram hauled in four touchdown passes from John Sacca, including three in the first quarter.



How did they finish: A third-place finish in their first season in the conference. The Lions finished 10–2, including a rout over Tennessee in the Florida Citrus Bowl, and ranked eighth in the final AP rankings.




6. September 19, 1959: Penn State 19, Missouri 8. The game at Columbia, Missouri, showed both Penn State fans and the nation that the 1959 team had the makings of something special. Richie Lucas began his Heisman campaign completing 10 of 11 passes, including a 52-yard touchdown to Jim Kerr in the victory over a Tiger team that would play in the Orange Bowl.



How did they finish: The Nittany Lions were in position to be a contender for the national championship, but two losses in their final three regular-season games (Syracuse and Pitt) ended that dream. The Lions did defeat Alabama in the Liberty Bowl. The 1959 team is probably one of the most underrated teams in school history, and it was much closer to winning the championship than its 9–2 record would indicate.




5. August 27, 2000: Penn State 5, USC 29. The good old Kickoff Classic did not provide a good experience for the Nittany Lions and foreshadowed what was to come that season. Sultan McCullough rushed for 128 yards against the Lions, and future Steeler Troy Polamalu had a 43-yard pick-six touchdown off of Rashard Casey.



How did they finish: How did they finish you ask? How did they finish? Terrible—that is how they finished. The next week, the Lions were embarrassed at home, losing to Toledo, 24–6. Two weeks later, in a dreadful game at Three Rivers Stadium, they lost 12–0 to Pitt en route to a 5–7 season.




4. August 28, 1991: Penn State 34, Georgia Tech 22. This proved to be a more positive experience in the Kickoff Classic. Senior quarterback Tony Sacca threw for five touchdowns against the defending conational champion Yellow Jackets as the Lions built a 34–3 fourth-quarter lead.



How did they finish: The Nittany Lions finished 11–2, including a 35–13 victory over Notre Dame and a 42–17 rout over Tennessee in the Fiesta Bowl. They finished No. 3 in the AP poll.




3. August 29, 1983: Penn State 6, Nebraska 44. A rude experience for the defending national champion Lions in the inaugural Kickoff Classic, as the Cornhuskers avenged their “Miracle of Mount Nittany” loss from 1982. The game was so bad that many reporters in the press box paid more attention to MTV’s Video Music Awards telecast instead of what was occurring on the Giants Stadium turf.



How did they finish: It was one of the worst starts to a season for a defending national champion. After the loss to the Cornhuskers, Penn State was shocked by Cincinnati, losing 14–3 in Beaver Stadium. The following week, Penn State lost a 42–34 shootout to Iowa and fell to 0–3. They did rebound to go 8–4–1, including a win over Washington in the Aloha Bowl.




2. September 1, 1978: Penn State 10, Temple 7. During the mid to late 1970s Wayne Hardin’s Temple Owls played Penn State as tough as anybody on the schedule. On this Friday night in Veterans Stadium, Matt Bahr’s 23-yard field goal with ten seconds remaining pulled out the win.



How did they finish: Penn State had to rally to defeat a cross-state rival in the opener, and then it had to rally to defeat cross-state rival Pitt in the season finale. In between, Penn State defeated everyone else as well and attained the school’s first-ever No. 1 ranking. The Lions played Alabama in the Sugar Bowl for the national championship, losing 14–7.




1. September 7, 1985: Penn State 20, Maryland 18. For some reason this game does not rise to “great game” status among Penn State fans. The two-time defending ACC champion Terrapins were Sport Magazine’s chic pick to win the national championship and were ranked No. 7 in the AP poll. Penn State was coming off of a 6–5 season in 1984 and was ranked No. 19. It had to travel to a sweltering Byrd Stadium. One of the lasting images was the differing approaches the two teams had to battling the heat. Maryland had multiple fans and ice blocks to keep its players cool. Meanwhile, each time the USA Network cameras panned to the Nittany Lions sideline, all that could be seen was a rickety fan that had a slow-moving propeller. Another image was State’s Michael Zordich’s 32-yard pick-six off of Stan Gelbaugh on the second play of the game. The Nittany Lions built a 17–0 lead but lost it all as Maryland scored 18 straight.  Massimo Manca’s 46-yard field goal put the Lions up 20–18 with under seven minutes remaining. The Terps were poised to win the game and end a 20-game losing streak to Penn State when Alvin Blount fumbled the football after catching a Gelbaugh pass. The Nittany Lions recovered the ball with 38 seconds remaining and escaped with the win.



How did they finish: The Lions went 11–0 in the regular season, taking a No. 1 ranking into the Orange Bowl against Oklahoma. The Sooners defeated Penn State to win the national championship.








PENN STATE FOOTBALL COUNTDOWN

In the tradition of Casey Kasem, let’s count down the top Nittany Lion hits.

 




12. Kansas Jayhawks on the field in the 1969 Orange Bowl that allowed the Lions a second (and successful) chance at a winning two-point conversion.

 




11. The number of consecutive games in which Kerry Collins threw at least one touchdown pass in 1994.

 




10. Interceptions in a season, a record held by Neal Smith (1969) and Pete Harris (1978).

 




9. 100-yard games by Ki-Jana Carter in 1994.

 




8. Seasons out of nine that Penn State was ranked in the AP top ten (1967 to 1975).

 




7. Perfect seasons (1887, 1912, 1968, 1969, 1973, 1986, 1994).

 




6. Rushing touchdowns in a single game—Harry Robb vs. Gettysburg in 1917.

 




5. Nittany Lions enshrined in the Pro Football Hall of Fame (Jack Ham, Franco Harris, August Michalske, Lenny Moore, Mike Munchak).

 




4. Victories in the Orange Bowl (1969, 1970, 1974, 2006).

 




3. Heisman Trophy second-place finishes (Richie Lucas 1959, Chuck Fusina 1978, Ki-Jana Carter 1994) and, heading into 2011, the number of Big Ten championships (1994, 2005, 2008).

 




2. AP and Coaches polls (1982, 1986) national champions, and the number of titles recognized by some historians (1911 and 1912) but not by the university.

 




1. Spot on the list of all-time Division I victories held by Joe Paterno.






“THE GREATEST SHOW”

It is one of the largest stadiums in the nation and home to what’s been called “The Greatest Show in College Football.” Watching a game in Beaver Stadium is undeniably one of the great experiences in sports—and this is not just because of the action on the field.

 




10. The roaming members of the Blue Band. Sometime in the third quarter, teams of four or five members of the Blue Band’s horn section move about Beaver Stadium playing a rift from one of the Penn State fight songs. No part of the stadium is off limits: from the upper reaches of row 78 on the west stands to the lower portion of the north end zone, these band members give a little music interlude to action on the field. The crowd “claps along to the beat” and applauds these musicians for making a trek to their section.

 




9. The Nittany Lion growl. Greeting the players as they take to the field during warm-ups, or signifying a Penn State touchdown, the Nittany Lion growl played over the public address system lets all in attendance know they are in Penn State Country. Other schools with feline nicknames use a similar growl, but they are just pussycats compared to the stately Nittany Lion.

 




8. The blue school buses. Escorted by some of Pennsylvania’s finest, a small convoy of school buses wind their way to the stadium entrance. Large crowds of Penn State fans line both sides of Curtin Road as this parade passes by, hoping to catch a glimpse of coach Joe Paterno and the members of the team. The seat next to Paterno on the bus is normally reserved for the starting quarterback, who is the first player who exits. For those players making their first game-day trek to the stadium, the blast of cheering that they receive from the fans while departing the bus lets them know quickly the amount of enthusiasm that surrounds Nittany Nation.

 




7. “We Are . . . Penn State.” A simple phrase that has become a chant, a greeting, and even clever lettering on license plates across the United States, “We Are . . . Penn State” lets all Penn Staters announce their pride. It can start at anytime during a game, but you can count on at least one round of the chant prior to the team running out of the tunnel before the opening kickoff. 


 




6. Pump-up videos. A fairly recent development in the Beaver Stadium experience, the slick MTV-style produced videos featuring great plays combined with dramatic music drive the excitement level of Penn State fans up a few levels when played on the stadium’s giant viewing screens. These videos have become a big hit on Internet sites such as YouTube.

 




5. Paternoville. Nearly a week prior to the Nittany Lions’ big game with Ohio State in 2005, a number of students began to camp out in front of the stadium’s Gate A entrance with the hope of securing great seats for the contest that ultimately decided the Big Ten title. As the days passed, the crowd grew, and a name for this gathering was coined—Paternoville. Coach Paterno himself even stopped by the day before the game to deliver pizzas for the residents. It was such a great time that Paternoville now has become a regular gathering in the days leading up to home games.

 




4. Tailgating in the parking lot. You have not had a true Penn State football experience without tailgating in the many, many parking lots that surround Beaver Stadium. For some, the weekend starts on Thursday, as RVs make their way to Happy Valley. The RV parking lot is an impressive sight: There are elaborate spreads of food, large TVs hooked up to satellite receivers to allow viewing of other games, and contests such as beanbag tosses. The fun is not limited to the RVs. Fans making their way into town the day of the game can put on an equally fun-thrilled scene. Just strolling through a parking lot on game day, you most likely will take in a variety of aromas coming from food cooked on the numerous grills populating the area. Throw in beverages and tunes, and you can almost have as much fun outside the stadium as inside. Almost.

 




3. The student section. Sometime during the new millennium there was a drastic change in attitude coming from the student section compared to previous years. The current generation has become an intimidating presence and can rattle any opponent. The students also sing along to many of the tunes played during the course of a game, whether it’s Bon Jovi’s “Livin’ on a Prayer” or Creedence Clearwater Revival’s “Have You Ever Seen the Rain?”

 




2. The Blue Band intro. It starts with a simple beat of the band’s drumline. The beat grows louder and faster as the rest of the band takes the field. When all is in place, the west and east sections receive a brief rift of “The Nittany Lion.” The culmination of this grand entrance occurs when the drum major sprints from the south end zone to the front of the formation, leaps into the air, performs a summersault, and, if successful, lands in a split of his legs. For an encore, he sprints back toward the south end zone and repeats the routine. After that, if you are not pumped up for the game to start, well, you must not have a pulse.

 




1. The White Out. This started out as a unifying thing for the students, but the trend quickly carried over to the entire stadium. Now there is a designated “White Out” game each season, and everyone (except for fans of the visiting team) wears white, shakes white pompoms, and creates one spectacular scene.

 



 




Honorable mention: “Kernkraft 400” by Zombie Nation. Sure, Penn State was not the first, but it is one of the best to utilize the song to pump up the crowd, whether after a TD or a sack on defense.






MARCHING BAND MOMENTS

:: BY BLUE BAND DIRECTOR DR. O. RICHARD BUNDY

 



The year 1966 wasn’t only Joe Paterno’s first season as head coach, but it also was the first season for O. Richard Bundy as a member of the Blue Band. Bundy was a trombonist for the band from 1966 to 1970. He returned to Penn State in 1980 as graduate assistant for the band and has been the band’s director since 1996. Here are Bundy’s top Blue Band moments and memories.

 




11. Waking up the echoes. The Blue Band had its first performance at Notre Dame University on November 14, 1992. Although Penn State lost, 17–16, for everyone associated with the Blue Band, performing at this storied stadium and campus was a memorable experience. This performance was the Blue Band’s only appearance at Notre Dame prior to the 1997 stadium expansion, which now obscures portions of the iconic “Touchdown Jesus” mosaic on the Hesburgh Library façade.

 




10. Start of a “great marching-band tradition.” On November 20, 1965, at Forbes Field, Penn State lost to rival Pitt, 30–27, but the day is significant to the Blue Band as the performance in which our trademark drill, the Floating LIONS, was introduced. Dr. Ned C. Deihl designed the drill, and it has become the centerpiece of the Blue Band’s traditional pregame show. Originally written for the 120-member band, the drill has undergone several rewrites through the ensuing years as the band has expanded to its current size of 315.

 




9. Patriotic halftime. It was the 1967 Gator Bowl, played on December 30. Under the direction of Dr. James W. Dunlop, the Blue Band’s halftime performance titled “Salute to the Armed Forces” received high praise from TV commentators and marching band aficionados around the country at a time when marching band halftime shows were routinely included as part of college football television coverage. The Blue Band’s Gator Bowl halftime show featured a USA formation similar to the trademark PSU formation used in the band’s pregame show—the “P” was changed to a “U”; an aerial photo of this formation was used as the cover of the 1968 Jacksonville phone directory, providing the Blue Band with its first significant recognition on a national scale. Coach Joe Paterno’s first bowl game as head coach ended in a 17–17 tie with Florida State.

 




8. A heart-y effort. The legendary “12 men on the field” 1969 Orange Bowl game when Penn State defeated the Kansas Jayhawks thanks to Kansas’s having 12 men on the field during the Lions’ two-point try. The winning touchdown  and both two-point conversion attempts occurred in the end zone right in front of the band’s field-level seats. The game also was memorable because the band’s halftime show featured the first-ever heart transplant performed on a football field. In 1967 Christiaan Barnard had performed the world’s first heart transplant, and Sonny and Cher were at the peak of their popularity, having recorded one of their most successful songs, “The Beat Goes On.” For the 1968 regular season, director Dr. Ned C. Deihl combined these current events into a memorable animated drill that was repeated for the Orange Bowl. The drill featured a prone stick figure that sat up on the “operating table” after receiving a “prop” heart. The “patient” then stood upright with his right foot tapping to the sounds of “The Beat Goes On.”

 




7. Impressing the Big House. The Blue Band’s first visit to Michigan Stadium on October 15, 1994, was an opportunity to share the field in a performance with the Michigan Marching Band, one of the country’s elite band programs. The game resulted in an exciting 31–24 win over the Wolverines, with the decisive touchdown being scored in front of the band’s ground-level seating area. A Penn State alumnus with connections to the Michigan band reported that one Michigan band staffer indicated that they “didn’t realize the Blue Band was that good.”

 




6. The parade and bowl. The Rose Parade and Rose Bowl are something of a “Holy Grail” for marching band directors and performers. The opportunity to perform in the Rose Parade is an honor for any band program in the country, and the first opportunity to do so is particularly special. For its January 2, 1995, performance, the Blue Band learned a military-styled “column turn at the oblique” to use, as the band negotiated the 105-degree right turn onto Colorado Boulevard. The live television coverage and celebrity commentators at this location were extremely complimentary of the Blue Band’s execution of this movement. Recently, during its second Rose Bowl appearance on January 1, 2009, the Blue Band was credited with having “invented” this turn—untrue, but it was nonetheless flattering to hear it described as the “Penn State turn.”

 




5. National Anthem before a national title. Penn State’s 14–10 victory over the Miami Hurricanes in the 1987 Fiesta Bowl resulted in a second national championship for the Nittany Lions. The Blue Band was selected to perform the National Anthem during pregame ceremonies that would involve the presentation of the colors featuring an American flag unfurled and held by hundreds of volunteers. The flag covered the entire football field except for the end zone, where the Blue Band formed for the performance. The super-sized American flag continues to be an impressive Fiesta Bowl tradition.

 




4. Some 007—and a first national title. The Sugar Bowl following the 1982 season matched No. 2 Penn State against No. 1 Georgia in a national championship showdown. I was a graduate assistant with the Blue Band at the time and had written the musical arrangements and drill for a “James Bond” show that director Dr. Ned C. Deihl and assistant director Dr. Darhyl Ramsey selected as the bowl show. The thrill of that performance, combined with Penn State’s 27–23 victory over the Herschel Walker–led Bulldogs, are a fond memory for me.

 




3. Celebration of the century mark. Penn State’s hosting of the 1999 Pigskin Classic, a preseason counterpart of the Kickoff Classic at the time, was the season opener for the Nittany Lions. It also was the first halftime show in a season-long Blue Band Centennial Celebration. The halftime show for this game began with six students wearing replicas of the uniforms that the original six members of the Cadet Drum and Bugle Corps, founded in 1899, wore. As the show progressed, more current students joined the “original six” as the band performed music and drills associated with the band’s growth at important milestones during its 100-year history. As for the game, Penn State defeated the University of Arizona, 41–7.

 




2. Homecoming honor. Homecoming 2005 was a memorable day for anyone ever associated with the Blue Band. More than 400 alumni Blue Band members participated in the ceremony, as representatives from the Sousa Foundation presented the Blue Band program with the 2005 Sudler Trophy, an annual award “recognizing a university band program which has maintained an exceptionally high quality of marching innovation and musical performance over a period of many years.” Family representatives of the student drum and bugle corps founder and of all deceased former directors were recognized during the ceremony. Past director Dr. Ned C. Deihl and the current director (yours truly) accepted this accolade on behalf of all band members past and present. Then, to top it off, Penn State defeated the Purdue Boilermakers, 33–15.

 




1. A “white out” of a different sort. Members most often identify performing the traditional pregame show as a favorite Blue Band memory, and Beaver Stadium is by far the Blue Band’s favorite venue. It is difficult to pick any one pregame performance in Beaver Stadium as most memorable, but the pregame experienced at the final home game of the 2008 season is one that many recall. As the Blue Band began marching out of the tunnel, a snow squall suddenly engulfed the field and continued during the entire performance. Blue Band students who experienced this “white out” from Mother Nature still count it as one of their most memorable pregame performances. On that day, Penn State defeated Michigan State, 49–18, and celebrated a Big Ten championship.






A PENN STATE EDUCATION

:: BY LEE STOUT

 



Penn State fans and alumni might be able to tell you who was the Lions’ leading rusher in 1975 (Woody Petchel), but what do you really know about Dear Old State? Penn State’s retired historian and Librarian Emeritus, Special Collections, Lee Stout, gives us his top ten things you might not know about Penn State.

 




10. It’s one of the oldest coed schools in Pennsylvania. The board of trustees made the decision in 1871 to admit women to the Agricultural College of Pennsylvania. Ohio’s Oberlin College pioneered coeducation beginning in 1837, but there was little progress otherwise until after the Civil War. Then, coeducation took off, principally in western state universities where equality for women seemed to be more accepted. Back east, things were different. Despite being the eventual home of a number of well-known women’s colleges, the East was more hostile to the need for higher education for women. By 1870 there were nearly 100 coeducational schools, but few were in the East. In looking for a new school president in 1871, the trustees settled on James Calder, who had headed Hillsdale College in Michigan, the second American college to grant a degree to a woman. He was a supporter of equal educational rights for women, and he could see no reason why it should not become the practice here, too. Overcoming prejudices that women’s minds were of an “inferior quality” and couldn’t do the same coursework as men, the faculty voted in favor of the change in June 1871. The trustees concurred in September, and the issue was settled. Calder brought two of his Hillsdale students with him to launch the “women’s department” at the Ag College. They were Rebecca Ewing of Angola, Indiana, and Ellen Cross of Omro, Wisconsin, and four freshmen women admitted for the fall semester of 1871 joined them. Ewing became Penn State’s first female graduate in 1873. In 1919 Ellen Cross was honored by the University of Wisconsin as one of the first women in America to receive a PhD. Although Penn State was not the first coeducational college in Pennsylvania, it was certainly one of the earliest.

 




9. It wasn’t “Penn State” for the first 19 years. Most know that first it was the “Farmers’ High School of Pennsylvania.” But Penn State didn’t maintain that name for very long. When President Abraham Lincoln signed the Morrill Land Grant Act into law in 1862, Evan Pugh and the trustees wanted to be sure that they received the designation as Pennsylvania’s Land Grant College. They knew it would be a tough political battle, and it was. It was absolutely essential that there be no confusion about what this school was, so they took the precaution  of changing the name to Agricultural College of Pennsylvania in 1862. Eleven years later the school was in trouble. Pugh had died suddenly in 1864, and his successors, William Allen, John Fraser, and Thomas Burrowes, had been largely unsuccessful in lifting the college from a miasma of financial problems and curricular disarray. Enrollments were bottoming out; rarely in the late 1860s were there more than a handful of graduates, and the number of students in the preparatory department outnumbered the four collegiate classes. With the arrival of President James Calder in 1871, the curriculum was redesigned to offer agricultural, scientific, and classical (liberal arts) courses. The trustees took the further radical step in 1871 of opening the college to women. By 1874 they reasoned that they were teaching everyone (men and women) almost everything with their broad curriculum, so, in hopes of persuading the legislature to begin regular appropriations to the college, they decided to rename the school the Pennsylvania State College. With another court decree, they accomplished the change. We’ve been Penn State ever since, and in 1953 the name changed again to the Pennsylvania State University.

 




8. Penn State was a hands-on college from the start. In today’s jargon, the “vision” for the Farmers’ High School of Pennsylvania was to build an institution where young men would learn to apply science to agriculture and enhance the productivity of Pennsylvania’s farmers. It took Evan Pugh, a world-class scientist and first president of the college, to bring this dream to fruition. Pugh created courses in science that followed the model of the German research universities in which he had studied, with students working at the laboratory bench performing experiments. This would gradually translate into an institution where, as Fred Lewis Pattee said, a student “went in and heard a lecture on corn and then he went out and cultivated corn.” As Penn State expanded its curricula into engineering and other fields beyond agriculture in the late nineteenth century, every student did a practicum of some type in their courses. Today, students participate in faculty research projects, and most seek out internships to both test their knowledge and learn new approaches in actual working situations.

 




7. Campus is the geographic center of the state—maybe. Many students believe that the geographical center of Pennsylvania is on campus, under the armillary sphere that is on the lawn in front of Old Main. Obviously, Centre County occupies the center of the state—hence the name—but the fact is that no one has ever established the exact geographic center of the state. Some believe it’s near Aaronsburg, out in Penns Valley, although most believe it is closer to Fisherman’s Paradise, near Bellefonte. Because Penn State’s original location and main University Park campus is located in Centre County, many assume this central location was the key to the trustees’ decision to begin here.  Back in 1855 there were seven counties that offered land to the board of trustees for a possible location of the Farmers’ High School. A visitation committee examined most of them and selected Centre County. In those days and for many years to come, Penn State would be, in the words of President Edwin Erle Sparks, “equally inaccessible from all parts of Pennsylvania.” Although many criticized the location, the trustees wanted their young men isolated from the evils of the city. But, also, Centre County made the best offer: 200 acres of free land and an adjacent 200 acres at below market price, backed up by a pledge of $10,000 from the citizens of the county (back when that was “real money”). Furthermore, Hugh N. McAllister, a trustee and past president of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society; Andrew Gregg Curtin, Secretary of the Commonwealth and governor-to-be; and James Irvin, ironmaster, former congressman and donor of the land, guaranteed the pledge. All three (as well as most of the trustees) were well connected with the Whig Party, which had pushed the charter for the school through the legislature.

 




6. We were never a high school. Many people know Penn State got its start as the Farmers’ High School of Pennsylvania. So was this place really a high school in the beginning? The answer is no. It was a college from the start—the first graduates received bachelor of scientific agriculture degrees, the first college degrees in agriculture awarded anywhere. So why the disguise? In the 1850s “high school” didn’t have the same meaning as today. There were virtually no public secondary schools, so the concept was more of a “higher education.” Actually, they were trying to differentiate the school from the classical colleges that provided a traditional liberal arts education, reasoning that farmers would not send their sons to such a place if they wanted them to continue operating the family farm. This new school would provide a scientific education in agriculture. Thanks to the Morrill Land Grant Act, it would then later extend that education to include engineering, but it also would not exclude the liberal arts, thus becoming the forerunner of today’s multidisciplinary universities. Students who planned to go to college in those days generally took advanced courses after eight years of grammar school at either a private academy or in a college’s preparatory department. Penn State, like most colleges of the era, offered two years of prep work in addition to the four-year collegiate course. This lasted until 1910, by which time public high schools were well established across the state and college preparatory departments were no longer needed.

 




5. Old Main never burned down and the students didn’t build the early buildings. Two of the most persistent myths are that the original Old Main burned down and that the students built the early buildings. In fact, the original Old Main lasted until 1929, when, due to structural problems—the top two floors  were condemned and there were cracks in the walls—the original structure was demolished. The current Old Main was built on the same site, with nearly the same footprint, and re-using the limestone from the original structure, which was actually quarried from the southeast corner of Old Main lawn. Old Main did, however, have a fire in 1892, which destroyed part of the roof. The original roof and cupola were then replaced with a mansard-style roof and square clock tower in 1896. A related myth is that the students built the original Old Main, the College Barns, and the president’s residence. Nope, actually contractors built these buildings, as they did all Penn State buildings. The confusion probably arises from the “labor rule.” Early students were required to work three hours a day on the college farms or in other duties around the campus. The trustees considered it a practical part of their education as well as a money saver for the college, but students never liked it. Modern students apparently jumped to the conclusion that the labor requirement must have meant that the students built their own buildings.

 




4. Are we public or private? We’ve been “Dear old State” in the Alma Mater since Fred Lewis Pattee penned the words in 1901, and “The Pennsylvania State College” since 1874. But what’s in a name: Are we the State University for Pennsylvania? Generally speaking, a state university is a public institution, founded and operated by a state entity and funded largely by state appropriations. Those are generalizations; reality is more complicated. A private organization, the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society, founded Penn State. However, we were chartered by legislative act, as were all colleges in Pennsylvania in those days. We are operated by an independent board of trustees; there are state officials who are members by virtue of their offices and there are gubernatorial appointments to the board, but the majority of trustees are elected by alumni. We receive a higher state appropriation than any of the state-owned universities, but state funding composes only about 10 percent of our budget. The attorney general considers us an “Instrumentality of the Commonwealth,” and our employees can be members of the State Employees Retirement System. We comply with the State’s Right-to-know law to a greater degree than legally required, but fewer categories of Penn State information are “public” by statute than in the state-owned universities. Being the Land Grant University for Pennsylvania is indisputable, and at appropriations time, we are classed with the other three “State-Related” universities, but otherwise, public or private is not an “either-or” designation; it’s a spectrum and we fall somewhere in the middle.

 




3. One university geographically dispersed—a PSU degree is a PSU degree. Many have heard that Penn State’s campus system is unlike any other, but how so? Many schools that have “branch campuses,” such as Pitt or Indiana, are actually a system of semi-autonomous schools. Penn State has always said it is “One university, geographically dispersed.” In other words, students have the freedom to move between campuses in pursuit of their degrees. Forty years ago, for example, most of the Commonwealth Campuses offered only one year of baccalaureate work; students then transferred to University Park to complete their degrees. Gradually this has changed; campuses began offering a second year of undergraduate work, and then Harrisburg and Behrend in Erie began to offer baccalaureate degrees, and now one can complete a four-year degree in a variety of majors at any of the undergraduate campuses. Sharing the same calendars, fee structure, credits, courses, and majors made this seamless ability to move around the system possible. Key to it all was a shared information technology system—student databases that unified everything from advising to transcripts. The Internet and the Web now make that even more transparent and efficient. In these times of bulging enrollments, campuses are relatively free to pursue their own initiatives, but the overall unity of vision and goals for the university remains stable. Regardless of which campus you call home, we are all Penn State.

 




2. What’s “land grant” mean? There is a lot of confusion about our status as Pennsylvania’s “Land Grant” university and what that means. One of the biggest myths is that it’s the land on which the campus was built. Wrong. Penn State was the school the state designated to be the recipient of the funds provided through the federal Morrill Land Grant College Act of 1862. Senator Justin Morrill was the author of the law that designated a college in each state to specialize in agriculture and the mechanic arts (i.e., engineering). The “Land Grant” meant that each state received an amount of federal public land to sell; they then invested the proceeds of the sale to create an endowment for its Land Grant College. Pennsylvania received 780,000 acres, but the legislature dithered, so sales were not completed until 1867, by which time the net proceeds were only $440,000—less than half of what they had hoped to receive. Still, invested in state bonds, this could bring the college almost $25,000 a year, which was a valuable benefit at that time. Gradually, college budgets increased and the money became less significant. What remained vital to Penn State’s future, however, was the fact that by accepting the Morrill Land Grant Act, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania gave legal recognition to its special relationship with Penn State, unlike that of any other Pennsylvania institution of higher education.  


 




1. Our unique campus system. Almost half of all Penn State undergraduates are currently at a campus other than University Park, so most Penn Staters are familiar with our unique campus system, but many may not know much about how it came about. PSU’s campus system traces its roots back to the creation of Undergraduate Centers in the 1930s as a way for new students to live at home and take their freshman courses locally for reduced tuition. The initial centers were in economically hard-hit areas of the state, such as Uniontown and Hazleton. They were not really intended to be more than a temporary measure, and most closed when World War II began. Penn State already had a presence in other locations across Pennsylvania, however. Evening technical schools that began in the 1920s, teacher-training institutes, and County Extension Offices, beginning around 1914, put Penn State in virtually every county in the state. An exception was the Mont Alto campus, which traces its origins to the State Forestry Academy founded in 1902 as part of the State Department of Forests and Waters to train professional foresters. Eventually, the state closed the academy and gave Mont Alto to Penn State for forestry education and other programs. With the end of World War II and the flood of veterans wishing to use their GI Bill benefits for a college education, Penn State reopened the undergraduate centers and then added to them. By 1960 the campuses were separated from Central Extension (now Outreach and Continuing Education) and became Penn State’s unique system of Commonwealth Campuses.






GREATEST ATHLETE IN EACH SPORT

Penn State has one of the largest athletic programs in the country, and it will become bigger in a few years when it adds Division I men’s and women’s ice hockey. Here are who we think were the best in the university’s current varsity sports. The university’s “official” list of athletic programs has indoor track and field and outdoor track and field as two sports; we considered track and field (indoor and outdoor) as just one sport, and we separated diving as a sport from the rest of swimming.

 




Baseball—Ed Drapcho. In 1957 he led Penn State to its best finish in the College World Series, finishing second. That year, he went 12–0 with a 1.52 ERA and 116 strikeouts. He is tied for the team record for most wins in a career with 29. He is one of four players in team history to earn first-time All-American honors.

 




Basketball (men)—Jesse Arnelle. He graduated as the team’s career scoring leader with 2,138 points and career rebounding leader with 1,238, the program’s only first-team All-American. He also led the Lions to their greatest seasons—three NCAA Tournament appearances in four years, including the 1954 run to the Final Four.

 




Basketball (women)—Suzie McConnell. She graduated in 1988 as the NCAA’s career leader in assists. She also holds the Lady Lions’ record for career steals and double-double games, and she is sixth in career scoring with 1,897 points. Her fast-pace style of play also brought new fans to women’s basketball.

 




Cross country (men)—Curt Stone. Whereas his teammate, Horace Ashenfelter, is probably better known because he won the Gold Medal in the 1952 Olympics, Stone probably had the better cross-country career. He was a two-time All-American, including a runner-up finish in 1946. He also was a two-time IC4A cross-country and track champion.

 




Cross country (women)—Kathy Mills. She is the only national champion in team history. She won the championship in 1977, when she also won the Broderick Award as the top female in her sport. She was a four-time All-American.

 




Diving (men)—Chris Devine. He was two-time first-team All-Big Ten. He won the US Senior National Championship for 3-meter diving in 1994. That year he also placed third and fifth at the NCAA Championships on the 1-meter and 3-meter, respectively.

 




Diving (women)—Mary Ellen Clark. She is one of the more storied athletes in PSU history. A three-time first-team All-American, she also won bronze medals in the 10-meter diving competitions at the 1992 and 1996 Olympics.

 




Fencing (men)—Tom Strzalkowski. He won three consecutive national titles in saber—1992, 1993, and 1994. He also was a four-time All-American and left with a 109–10 career record.
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