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4

BEWARE: THE

LAND OF HUNTERS

You’re entering the world of the hunters. Tread carefully now…

All creatures need food to survive. Some specialise in

plants, grazing and browsing their way through their

habitats. Meat, however, is often richer in energy.

Some animals have adapted to take down others –

these are nature’s predators, creatures which hunt

and eat other animals to survive.

Palaeontologists – scientists who study prehistoric

life – piece together fossils and other evidence to try

to figure out precisely how predators hunted, fought

and survived in the past.

They may study the wear on teeth, the creature’s

jaw strength or the size and position of claws to

determine the sorts of creatures they ate. Exciting

new discoveries are being made all the time. These

help increase our knowledge of prehistoric hunters

and how they captured their prey.
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Amongst the most famous predators of the past are

meat-eating dinosaurs like

Tyrannosaurus rex

, but the

prehistoric world contained many, many more. Giant

flying reptiles called pterosaurs would attack from the

air or stalk prey on land. Flightless terror birds, taller

than humans and armed with massive claws and beaks,

hunted on the plains, and in Earth’s waters were huge

and hungry predators, some longer than buses.

Over millions of years, other hunters have evolved

to take the place of those earlier predators. Some are

still with us – from powerful big cats and agile sharks to

swooping ospreys and dragonflies.

This book is packed with some of the most ferocious,

stealthy and terrifying hunters that have ever roamed

the planet. Learn about their size, weapons, hunting

techniques and what they preyed on.
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HUNTERS

OF THE LAND

Dimetrodon

(Di-met-ro-don) was a land-dwelling

hunter that lived 286–270 million years ago –

long before dinosaurs roamed the Earth. It had

a giant sail on its back made of spines and

webbed skin. Experts believe this may have been

to attract mates. Several species of

Dimetrodon

are known to have evolved, with the largest being

over 4m long. The earlier species were smaller

with smooth teeth. The later species were bigger

and they evolved to have serrated teeth so they

could take down larger prey with greater ease.
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This feathered dinosaur’s name means “terrible claw” and

with good reason.

Deinonychus

(Die-non-ick-us) sported

a large 13cm curved claw on the second toe of each foot.

It wasn’t the only weapon this prehistoric hunter owned;

each of the three fingers were tipped with claws and its

mouth was packed with 70 curved teeth.

Deinonychus

Like

Velociraptor

(see p16),

Deinonychus

belonged to

a family of two-legged dinosaurs called dromaeosaurs

which means “running lizard”. When they moved, they

could lift that large toe-claw off the ground so it didn’t

get in their way. Scientists estimate that

Deinonychus

was around 3.4m long, weighed 70-100kg and was

a pretty agile mover. It may have used those deadly

foot claws and its body weight to pin its prey down

on the ground as it started to feed whilst its

victim was still alive, a tactic used by some

birds of prey today.
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In the mid-1960s, a group of five fossilised

Deinonychus

were found surrounding the

remains of a

Tenontosaurus

(Ten-on-toh-saw-

rus) in the US state of Montana. The find excited

many scientists as possible evidence that some

dinosaurs hunted together in packs to bring

down dinosaurs much larger than themselves.

However, it might also mean that a dead or

dying

Tenontosaurus

attracted a number of
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