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Dear Reader,


If you have picked up this book then I trust we are kindred spirits, bound together by our collective outrage at the ways in which the youth of today are mangling the English language; chewing up words and spitting them out until, like a cashmere cardigan after it’s been through the spin cycle, their beauty and power are diminished.


Be warned, your complicity in reading this book may see you accused of pedantry. Perhaps even cruelty. Old fashioned fuddy-duddiness. Be brave in the face of such taunts. I for one am proud to be a curmudgeon. I never vote for anyone. I vote against. I believe we have to save the earth from evangelical environmentalists and dubious politicians who like bananas start off green, turn yellow and then become rotten. Nothing on TV, except documentaries about the eating habits of the common earwig, even remotely interests me, health food makes me sick, my favourite animal is bacon and the sight of any actor spouting serious opinions, on any topic, I find so completely laughable I have to go and lie down.
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