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About the Author


Prolific and much-loved author of Ballet Shoes, among many other books, Noel Streatfeild was born in 1895, a daughter of the Bishop of Lewes and a great-granddaughter of the prison reformer Elizabeth Fry. After a rebellious childhood, she worked in a wartime munitions factory before going to RADA and becoming an actress for ten years. Her first six novels were for adults, but she was persuaded to re-work The Whicharts (1931) as a novel for children, and wrote many more after that. Streatfeild, who never married, led a busy London literary life and, by the time she died in 1986, had written over eighty books as well as three volumes of autobiography.
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About the Book


A treasury of inspiration for every January baby . . .


Find out why you might give your January baby a name to do with wolves, what is meant by a gift of snowdrops, and who your baby shares their birthday with – could it be Richard II, A. A. Milne, or Mozart?


Much-loved author Noel Streatfeild originally launched this series of month-by-month baby books in 1959. Recently rediscovered, each little book arrives complete with gorgeous illustrations, and includes:


- suggested names and games for babies born in each month


- characteristics of your baby according to their zodiac sign


- famous babies who share your baby’s birthday


- quotations and rhymes to fit every aspect of babyhood


. . . and much more.


With a lively introduction by Noel Streatfeild, each adorable book in this series is a pleasure to read, and an object to treasure.









This book contains examples of historical cures and home remedies. These are included for historical interest only and should not be followed. If your child is unwell, consult a doctor or other medical professional. Neither the author nor the publisher accept any liability for any loss or damage caused by the application of any of the information or suggestions in this book.
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A BABY has been born. The great news has flown from mouth to mouth. How is the mother? Is it a boy or a girl? How much does the baby weigh? Has the baby any hair? Who does the baby look like? Then at last comes the news that mother and baby are receiving visitors. At once the problem arises, what present shall I take?


From the moment the news of the baby was known, flowers have been arriving. It is never possible in our own homes to have too many flowers, but if the baby has been born in a nursing home or hospital, especially if the mother has not a private room, it is more than possible to have too many flowers. A probationer nurse, otherwise gaiety itself, can look shattered when the sixtieth bunch arrives, and say with resignation ‘I am afraid it will have to be a jam-pot this time.’
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Flower presents in January are likely, unless they come from the most fabulously expensive shop, to look rather alike. Mimosa and carnations perhaps from the south of France. Narcissus and daffodils from the Scilly Isles. Anemones from Cornwall. Or there might be a cyclamen or hyacinth in a pot – a lovely present except for the heart searchings when the mother leaves: ought a pot plant to be left behind, or can it with decency be taken home?
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