

[image: ]






[image: ]









Copyright © 2025 Headline Publishing Group Limted


The right of Katie Meegan to be identified as the Author of the Work has been asserted by her in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.


First published in 2025 by OH


An Imprint of HEADLINE PUBLISHING GROUP LIMITED


Disclaimer:


All trademarks, copyright, quotations, company names, registered names, products, characters, logos and catchphrases used or cited in this book are the property of their respective owners. This book has not been licensed, approved, sponsored, or endorsed by Versace or any rightsholder(s) in respect of this brand.


Apart from any use permitted under UK copyright law, this publication may only be reproduced, stored, or transmitted, in any form, or by any means, with prior permission in writing of the publishers or, in the case of reprographic production, in accordance with the terms of licences issued by the Copyright Licensing Agency.


Cataloguing in Publication Data is available from the British Library


eISBN 978-1-03542-242-5


Compiled and written by: Katie Meegan


Editorial: Saneaah Muhammad


Designed and typeset in Avenir by: Stephen Cary


Project manager: Russell Porter


Production: Marion Storz


HEADLINE PUBLISHING GROUP LIMITED


An Hachette UK Company


Carmelite House, 50 Victoria Embankment, London EC4Y 0DZ


www.headline.co.uk   www.hachette.co.uk









CONTENTS


INTRODUCTION


CHAPTER ONE: THE GIANNI YEARS


CHAPTER TWO: A LASTING LEGACY


CHAPTER THREE: THE DOMAIN OF DONATELLA


CHAPTER FOUR: SUPERSTARS AND SUPERMODELS


CHAPTER FIVE: BEYOND THE RUNWAY









INTRODUCTION


Versace: a family, a fashion brand, a revolution. There is no other fashion house that has shaped the landscape of celebrity and popular culture quite like the House of Versace. Steeped in opulence, glamour and a large dollop of scandal, Versace has captivated the hearts and minds of high-street shoppers and A-list celebrities alike for nearly fifty years.


The dynastic saga of Versace begins with one man: Gianni Versace. The second son of a businessman and a dressmaker, Gianni Versace took the Italian fashion world by storm in the late 1970s before expanding globally. The look that Gianni Versace pioneered is as playful as it is timeless. To think of Versace is to think of the neo-classic Medusa logo, colourful prints on quality silk, leather straps and supermodels draped in chain link gold.


A stalwart of popular culture, particularly of the 1990s, the House of Versace is synonymous with celebrity – from being the first fashion house to add musicians and actors to their front row, to being the go-to designer of Elton John, Madonna and even Princess Diana. The Versace Freedom! ‘90 collection of Spring/Summer 1991 is even credited with creating the supermodel phenomenon.


The success of Versace stems from the family-centred approach of the brand. From the very beginning, Gianni brought on his older brother, Santo, to run the financial end of the business and his younger sister, Donatella, as his design partner, muse and right-hand woman. It has been Donatella that has shepherded the iconic fashion house through its second act, marked by the brutal murder of Gianni Versace in 1997.


Through maintaining the classic Versace elements, as well as branching into current fashions, Versace has stayed true to the ethos of its founder; to break barriers and embrace the power of individuality.
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THE GIANNI YEARS


FROM HUMBLE BEGINNINGS IN SOUTHERN ITALY TO GLOBAL ICON, THE RISE OF GIANNI VERSACE IS A TALE TO BEHOLD.


FROM HIS EARLY DAYS IN THE 1970S TO THE PEAK OF HIS SUCCESS IN THE 1990S, GIANNI REVOLUTIONIZED THE INDUSTRY, AN INFLUENCE THAT CONTINUES TO SHAPE THE WORLD OF FASHION EVEN TODAY.










The story of Versace began on December 2, 1946, in Reggio Calabria, Southern Italy.


Born to Antonio, a businessman, and Franca, a seamstress, Giovanni Maria “Gianni” Versace was the second of three children.


He had an elder brother, Santo Versace, and a sister nine years his junior, Donatella Versace.
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I want to be remembered [as] a man who tried to [break] barriers in fashion, to put fashion on the street, to influence people in the best way.
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Gianni Versace


One of his most iconic quotes, Little Book of Versace, Laia Farran Graves, 2022
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My life was like a Fellini film. I grew up surrounded by all women. I was spoiled. I had twenty girlfriends and twenty mothers.
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Gianni Versace


On his childhood, romper.com, March 15, 2018





Gianni described his mother Franca as “ahead of her time” – she was a dressmaker who managed a workshop with over 45 seamstresses.


When Gianni was a small child he preferred learning to sew from his mother over playing outside with children his own age.
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The environment was so strong, so dramatic. Tragedy is all over Calabria; it’s in the air. All this corresponds to my temperament.
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Gianni Versace


On the region of Southern Italy where he spent his childhood, interviewmagazine.com, June 25, 2014
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When [Gianni] dressed you, people would tell you how great you looked and ask you where you shopped.
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