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BLAST OFF!


Space isn’t so far away. It begins only about 100 kilometres


away … but that’s 100 kilometres straight up!


This book is all about space explorers and their adventures.


Until about 70 years ago, the idea of going into space was


an impossible dream. But then scientists started building


powerful rockets. It was the start of a great adventure – the


exploration of space.


A rocket lifting


off in 2018.
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THE SPACE RACE


Space exploration started properly


in the 1950s. Two powerful


countries wanted to be first to


send a rocket to space. These were


the USA and the USSR (a huge


country that included Russia).


In 1957, the USSR


launched a rocket


carrying a satellite into


space. The satellite’s


name was Sputnik 1.


Over the next three


months, Sputnik orbited


Earth 1440 times.


Sputnik 1 was


about the size of a


beach ball.
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THE FIRST LIVING THINGS IN SPACE


Before sending humans into space, the USA and USSR


wanted to check that living things would


survive inside spacecrafts. Animals were


sent into space first. These included:



















