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Haystack Rock at dusk






WELCOME TO Coastal Oregon



6 TOP EXPERIENCES


Planning Your Trip


Oregon Coast Road Trip


BEST BEACHES AND SUNSET VIEWS


OREGON’S INDIGENOUS HISTORY


To visit the Oregon Coast is to dance with Mother Nature, whose influence is felt along every inch of the state’s 363-mile (584-km) coastline.


Here the craggy coast has been shaped by millions of years of volcanic activity—and eroded by centuries of punishing storms. Tidepools in the shallow recesses of that rocky shoreline offer an ephemeral glimpse at starfish, sea anemones, and other underwater creatures—at least until the tide rolls in and the cycle begins anew. And at countless eateries, from dim dive bars to regal restaurants, food menus are built with whatever’s fresh that day—and beer taps pour award-winning brews crafted with ingredients you’ll pass on the highway.


These are all marvels molded by Mother Nature—and memories you can make all year long.


Those who weather the Oregon Coast’s notorious winter storms bask in cozy vibes at waterfront inns and spy some of the 25,000 gray whales that pass by on their annual migration. Come spring, muddy trails take intrepid hikers through moody forests of Sitka spruce—and onto wide-open viewpoints atop windswept bluffs. By summer, crashing waves drown out the chatter of children building sandcastles at the foot of Haystack Rock, while lines form for scoops of ice cream at the Tillamook Creamery. Fall, meanwhile, is the perfect time for a quiet road trip through the rugged Samuel H. Boardman State Scenic Corridor—perhaps the most scenic stretch of the Oregon Coast.


No matter the month, your time on the Oregon Coast will undoubtedly be informed by the world around you. And the dynamic nature of that experience means you won’t just enjoy all-new adventures from season to season; you may enjoy new views, brews, dishes, and memories from day to day.
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Lincoln City Kite Festival






6 TOP EXPERIENCES
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1 Sampling award-winning craft brews: Some of Oregon’s biggest and best breweries produce renowned IPAs, lagers, and more in Portland.
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2 Catching a sunset at Haystack Rock: The iconic crag, towering over the surf in Cannon Beach, symbolizes the rugged nature and endless beauty of the Oregon Coast.
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3 Eating your way through the Tillamook Creamery: The iconic creamery offers interpretive exhibits, self-guided tours, and a spacious café with grilled cheese sandwiches, macaroni and cheese, fried curds, and nearly two dozen flavors of ice cream.
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4 Watching for migrating gray whales in Depoe Bay: Every year, nearly 25,000 gray whales pass the Oregon Coast on their migrations between Alaska and Mexico.
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5 Traversing the Oregon Dunes: An otherworldly attraction that runs roughly 40 miles (64 km) along a bustling stretch of the coast, perfect for camping, off-highway vehicle riding, hiking, paddling, and other fun adventures.
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6 Driving the Samuel H. Boardman State Scenic Corridor: The most scenic stretch of the Oregon Coast passes myriad waysides and viewpoints of headlands, sea stacks, rock formations, gurgling creeks, craggy bluffs, and more.






Planning Your Trip



WHERE TO GO


Portland


Natural wonder and urban charms collide in Portland, home to myriad friendly yet chic neighborhoods and a perfect gateway to the Oregon Coast. Get your nature fix in the wooded hillsides of Forest Park or the sprawling Washington Park—and follow it all up on the patio at some of the city’s beloved craft breweries, a renowned restaurant, or one of the city’s many food cart pods along the likes of Mississippi Avenue or Hawthorne Boulevard.


North Coast


Headlands and sea stacks are frequent features along Oregon’s north coast, with the citadel-like Haystack Rock, the sandy Cape Kiwanda, and others drawing visitors in droves. In between, a mishmash of communities offer disparate beach experiences. Astoria sits just inland from where the Columbia River flows into the Pacific Ocean and boasts a strong fishing heritage, one that can be enjoyed today by sampling the city’s fresh seafood, while Seaside, Cannon Beach, and Pacific City welcome families eager to snack on saltwater taffy and spend sunny days in the sand.
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Columbia River waterfront in Astoria





Central Coast


All manner of outdoor beauty dots the landscapes between bustling Lincoln City in the north and the sleepier fishing community of Winchester Bay in the south. Go tidepooling or whale-watching at rocky capes and windswept bluffs, several of which are home to historic lighthouses—or frolic in the Oregon Dunes, among the longest stretches of coastal dunes in the world. Newport hosts the popular Oregon Coast Aquarium and other family attractions, while Yachats offers a quiet getaway at the base of Cape Perpetua.


South Coast


Oregon’s sleepy south coast stretches between Coos Bay and the California border—but offers plenty of natural beauty for those who make the trek. Explore sea stacks, reefs, and incredible wildlife-watching from along the Cape Arago Beach Loop, stroll the artsy community of Bandon (noted for its Historic Old Town neighborhood), take a jet boat ride up the Rogue River, or enjoy scenic hiking trails around Gold Beach and Brookings-Harbor. Along the way, make time for the many roadside pullouts along the Samuel H. Boardman State Scenic Corridor—perhaps the most beautiful stretch anywhere on the Oregon Coast.
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WHEN TO GO


Summer


A summer visit typically means sunshine across the state. Early-morning cloud cover typically gives way to clear skies every afternoon on the Oregon Coast.


Climate change is having an impact on Oregon summers, leading to warmer temperatures and an unpredictable wildfire season that can start as early as July and last into late September. Certain destinations may be closed, and outdoor activities may not be recommended if air quality is unhealthy; download the OregonAir or AirNow mobile apps to check real-time air quality around the region.


Autumn


Surprisingly, autumn just might be the best time to visit Oregon. The stretch between mid-September and mid-October typically brings cooler temperatures, dramatic fall foliage, and the height of harvest season for the state’s farmers. By mid-October, the season’s first rains have arrived on the Oregon Coast and in Portland; even so, Oregon is better known for rain showers and overcast skies than a steady, hours-long drumbeat of rain.


Winter


Snow is rare, though rain showers are frequent and near-freezing temperatures aren’t unheard of. Unsurprisingly, storm-watching is a popular pastime on the Oregon Coast. In December-January, nearly 25,000 gray whales pass the Oregon Coast on their annual migration to Mexico—so whale-watching is a popular winter activity throughout the coast.


Spring


Spring can be an unpredictable yet rewarding time to visit Oregon. It’s not uncommon for afternoon sun breaks to follow early-morning rain showers—only for the gray skies to return by dinnertime; assume you’ll encounter rain and plan accordingly. March-June is a great time to see the thousands of gray whales that migrate to Alaska for the summer, with several charters offering whale-watching tours as the weather warms up.


KNOW BEFORE YOU GO


Transportation


Most travelers flying to Oregon will arrive at Portland International Airport (PDX, 7000 NE Airport Way; 503/460-4234; flypdx.com)—but other major airports around Oregon include Eugene Airport (EUG, 28801 Douglas Dr.; 541/682-5430; eugene-or.gov), just northwest of its namesake city in the Willamette Valley, and Rogue Valley International-Medford Airport (MFR, 1000 Terminal Loop Parkway; 541/776-7222; jacksoncountyor.org) in southern Oregon.


Portland visitors can get around without a car—a point of local pride. The city is well-served by the Biketown (biketownpdx.com; $1 to unlock, $0.20 per minute) bike-share program and TriMet (503/238-7433; trimet.org; 2.5-hour ticket $2.50, day pass $5), the latter of which operates the city’s public transit. A few bus lines connect Portland and Willamette Valley communities (such as Corvallis and Eugene) to the Oregon Coast; that said, a vehicle is almost required for visiting more rural communities along the coast—and for enjoying most of the region’s heralded outdoor destinations.


What to Bring


Pack your favorite pieces of outdoor gear, depending on the adventures you have in mind, and sunscreen with an SPF of at least 30. If you’re visiting in any season other than summer, be prepared for precipitation. You could bring an umbrella certainly, but this will undoubtedly mark you as a tourist; outerwear with a hood or a hat is typically preferable. At the least it’s a good idea to pack a water-resistant jacket, though a waterproof jacket and pants could come in handy if you’re planning on extended outdoor time fall-spring. Layers are also key in any season, as temperatures can vary over the course of the day; standards include a base layer (like a T-shirt or moisture-wicking shirt), middle layer (like a fleece pullover to retain body heat and protect from the cold), and an outer layer (such as a heavier shirt or jacket that shields you from wind and rain). For the most part, outdoor and casual clothing is appropriate almost everywhere in the state (not just on trails), including in most breweries, wineries, and restaurants. Be sure to also pack an extra bag for all the local wines, beers, handcrafted goods, and other products you’ll want to bring back home.
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Oregon Coast Road Trip


Fresh seafood, family fun, and outdoor sights are all hallmarks of the Oregon Coast—and a week is a good amount of time to dive into all the coast has to offer (and even enjoy a scenic sunset along the way). The best time to visit is July-September, when shops and eateries are open extended hours, outfitters are typically staffed up, and foggy mornings give way to long, sunny afternoons.


Day 1


Portland and Astoria


95 MILES (153 KM)/2 HOURS


From Portland, make the two-hour drive northwest via US-26 and US-101 to Astoria—not technically on the Oregon Coast, but just inland from the mouth of the Columbia River, where it flows into the Pacific Ocean. Get your bearings from atop the Astoria Column, which affords 360-degree views of the Columbia River, surrounding waterways, and the city below.


For a trip back in time, brush up on Lewis and Clark’s famous journey at Fort Clatsop, or learn about the region’s historic fishing industry at the Columbia River Maritime Museum. Grab fried tuna out of a converted fishing boat for lunch at Bowpicker Fish & Chips, and walk it off with a stroll along the Astoria Riverwalk. Hop back in your car for a quick trip out to Fort Stevens State Park, where you can walk up to the half-submerged shipwreck of the Peter Iredale, explore old military installations, and enjoy scenic beach views.


Return to Astoria, check into your hotel (Norblad Hotel if you’re on a budget, Bowline Hotel if you’re not), and head out for a night on the town. Fort George Brewery & Public House serves outstanding pub grub and creative pizzas alongside a wide-ranging mix of beers; Bridge & Tunnel Bottleshop & Taproom, meanwhile, is noted for pouring a curated selection of ales and lagers from throughout the Pacific Northwest.


Day 2


Astoria to Cannon Beach


26 MILES (42 KM)/45 MINUTES


Ease into the day with fresh-baked pastries, piping-hot coffee, barking sea lions, and wide-open Columbia River views at Coffee Girl at the end of Pier 39. Head west on US-30 and continue following the road as it joins US-101—which you’ll eventually follow for nearly 350 miles (565 km) en route to the Oregon-California border. As the highway heads south from Astoria, you’ll encounter few ocean views before arriving in the resort town of Seaside.


Once in town, stroll the Broadway Corridor, lined on both sides by souvenir shops, homegrown restaurants, and family attractions. Head to Broadway’s westernmost point, where it joins the Seaside Promenade mere steps from the Pacific Ocean. Head north or south on the wide, flat, paved path—or follow one of the many access points to the beach. Grab lunch at the Osprey Café, noted for its international inspiration, and continue south toward the day’s destination: Cannon Beach. There you’ll enjoy sweeping coastline views from Ecola State Park, sip a house-made beer at Public Coast Brewing Co., peruse the community’s celebrated galleries, and gaze at the scenic Haystack Rock just offshore.
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beach views from Ecola State Park





Check into the regal Stephanie Inn. Enjoy dinner in the hotel’s celebrated dining room, or nosh on fresh fare at Ecola Seafood Restaurant and Market. If the weather cooperates, cap your night with a beach campfire at Tolovana Beach State Recreation Site while the sun sets behind Haystack Rock.


Day 3


Cannon Beach to Pacific City


65 MILES (105 KM)/1.5 HOURS


Enjoy a light breakfast before continuing south. Just outside of town, hike through a coastal rainforest to Cape Falcon in Oswald West State Park, where you might spot migrating gray whales from a wide-open bluff. On your way back to your vehicle, make the detour to Short Sand Beach for a little relaxation. Treat yourself to lunch at Rockaway Pronto Pup, where the corn dog-like treat was allegedly invented, or to fresh seafood on the docks at The Fish Peddler at Pacific Oyster.


Farther south, Tillamook Creamery beckons with self-guided tours of its regionally famous creamery and a food court dishing nearly two dozen flavors of ice cream. Before heading south, take a detour along OR-31 to Cape Meares State Scenic Viewpoint, home to the shortest lighthouse on the Oregon Coast and the so-called Octopus Tree—a centuries-old Sitka spruce noted for several limbs growing upward from its base. Head back to US-101 and continue south toward Pacific City. Check into your hotel at the Inn at Cape Kiwanda, drop your bags off, and cross the street, where the Pacific Ocean awaits; if your tired legs allow, hike to the sandy summit of Cape Kiwanda—and laugh uproariously as you run or roll down. Across the parking lot, nosh on locally sourced pub grub and award-winning beers at Pelican Brewing Company. Back at your room, enjoy the sunset beyond Haystack Rock.
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Cape Kiwanda





Day 4


Pacific City to Newport


47 MILES (76 KM)/1 HOUR


Don’t let the marginal drive time fool you: There’s plenty to see and experience along US-101 today. Start with a hearty breakfast at Grateful Bread Bakery before returning to the highway and continuing south. Before long, you’ll come to Lincoln City. Walk the beaches in town, looking for glass floats as part of the city’s Finders Keepers promotion, or try glassblowing yourself with a talented artist at Lincoln City Glass Center. Have a relaxing lunch at Blackfish Café, celebrated for fresh, locally sourced seafood dishes.


As you continue south, watch for migrating gray whales and other sea life at the Whale Watching Center in Depoe Bay; another few minutes on, walk into a collapsed sea cave (if it’s low tide) at Devils Punchbowl State Natural Area. Soon after, you’ll arrive in Newport. Just beyond the northern edge of town, enjoy wide-open Pacific Ocean views, go tidepooling, and stand at the base of the tallest lighthouse on the Oregon Coast at Yaquina Head Outstanding Natural Area. From there, check out the Oregon Coast Aquarium for an up-close look at regional marine life. Check into your room at Hallmark Resort Newport, savor the oceanfront views, and head out for a walk along Newport’s Historic Bayfront. Enjoy dinner at the renowned Local Ocean Seafoods, and grab a nightcap at Rogue Ales & Spirits nearby.


Day 5


Newport to Bandon


122 MILES (196 KM)/2.5 HOURS


Start your day with breakfast before heading south, through Yachats, on the way to Cape Perpetua Scenic Area. There’s a full day’s worth of fun to be had at Cape Perpetua—but hit the highlights along the paved Captain Cook Trail, where you’ll see the headland’s most notable natural features, such as the rocky Cook’s Chasm; Spouting Horn, a partially collapsed sea cave; and Thor’s Well, a circular sinkhole in the rocky shoreline. Briefly retrace your steps north, back to Yachats, and grab fresh fish-and-chips at Luna Sea Fish House and Village Fishmonger; if time allows, wash it down with a flight of creative beers at nearby Yachats Brewing + Farmstore.


Continue south to Heceta Head Lighthouse State Scenic Viewpoint for up-close views of the namesake lighthouse and sweeping vistas of the Pacific Ocean; a few minutes south, the Sea Lion Caves is home to hundreds of barking Steller sea lions. Soon, you’ll come to the city of Florence at the northern edge of the Oregon Dunes National Scenic Area; gaze upon the ever-shifting sands at the Oregon Dunes Overlook and Day-Use Area, or hike out onto the dunes along the John Dellenback Trail. As you continue south, leave US-101 in the community of North Bend for a side trip along the Cape Arago Beach Loop, where three state parks and overlooks offer sweeping vistas, excellent wildlife-watching, and (in winter) renowned storm-watching opportunities. Return to US-101 and continue south to the city of Bandon; check into the b.side Motel & RV, home for the night, and grab fresh seafood dinner at Tony’s Crab Shack.


Day 6


Bandon to Brookings-Harbor


83 MILES (134 KM)/1.5 HOURS


Bandon deserves to be more than a stopover on the way to your next stop—so rise and shine with biscuits at The Rolling Pin Bake & Brew, and enjoy a stroll around Historic Old Town Bandon; highlights include the thought-provoking Washed Ashore Gallery and local delicacies at Cranberry Sweets & More. Away from the working waterfront, Face Rock Creamery produces a variety of creative cheeses, and Bandon Rain crafts hard ciders from local ingredients. Nearby, Face Rock State Scenic Viewpoint offers dramatic Pacific Ocean vistas and wildlife-watching opportunities. As you head south, stop into The Crazy Norwegian’s Fish & Chips for lunch (assuming you haven’t tired of seafood yet), and admire the sea-stack views at Battle Rock Wayside Park in the community of Port Orford.


As you continue south through Gold Beach, sample some of the Oregon Coast’s best brews at the cozy Arch Rock Brewing Company. Soon after, you’ll enter the 12-mile-long (19-km) Samuel H. Boardman State Scenic Corridor, where a dozen or so pull-outs, viewpoints, and hiking trails showcase dramatic vistas of sea stacks, craggy rock formations, and other natural wonders—one of the most scenic stretches anywhere on the Oregon Coast. You’ll soon arrive in Brookings-Harbor near the Oregon-California border; check into your room at Beachfront Inn, sample creative pub grub at Oxenfrē Public House, and wind down with a variety of locally sourced ales and lagers at Chetco Brewing.
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coastline views from along the Samuel H. Boardman State Scenic Corridor







Best Beaches and Sunset Views


Oregon’s beaches are technically considered public highways—which means they’re protected from development and open to all. Naturally, all that access means plenty of epic sunset spots, a few of which we’ve listed here. (Pro tip: Due to seasonal weather patterns, the sun often sets behind a bank of clouds on the horizon all summer long; as such, the best, clearest sunsets typically occur on clear days in winter and spring.)
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• Fort Stevens State Park: Watch the sun as it sets beyond the partially submerged shipwreck of the Peter Iredale.


• Cannon Beach: Enjoy wide-open views of Haystack Rock—and dramatic, starry night skies once the sun disappears.


• Cape Kiwanda: Right in the heart of Pacific City, bask in the glow near the base of another citadel-shaped Haystack Rock.


• Yaquina Head Outstanding Natural Area: Sit atop the windswept bluff, where expansive views await up and down the coastline.


• Samuel H. Boardman State Scenic Corridor: Myriad viewpoints line the highway along what might be the most scenic stretch of the entire Oregon Coast—with several that look down on sun-kissed sea stacks in the surf.





Day 7


Return to Portland


330 MILES (531 KM)/6 HOURS


A handful of highways cross the Oregon Coast Range, linking the Oregon Coast with the I-5 corridor and offering an easy return trip to Portland. You can’t go wrong with any of them, but retracing your route north and eventually heading east at Reedsport shows off some of what you missed on the way south. So start your final day along the Oregon Coast with breakfast at a local café or bakery, then head north on US-101. At the north end of Brookings, gaze upon an especially rugged stretch of coastline from Harris Beach State Park; as you continue north, the Cape Sebastian State Scenic Corridor offers dramatic views from high above the coastline. Savor even more coast views from Cape Blanco State Park; the westernmost point in Oregon is also home to the Cape Blanco Lighthouse, which dates back to 1870.


As you arrive in Coos Bay, take a short walk along the Coos Bay Boardwalk, which affords excellent wildlife opportunities and interpretive panels along the city’s working waterfront; follow it up with one last seafood dish at The Boat Fish & Chips (housed, yes, in a landlocked houseboat) and a self-guided tour of Coos Art Museum, home to a gallery that pays tribute to long-distance runner and local legend Steve Prefontaine. As you continue north, turn east onto OR-38 toward I-5 and Portland; if time allows, stop at Dean Creek Elk Viewing Area along the highway, where a resident herd of up to 100 Roosevelt elk linger all year long.




Oregon’s Indigenous History


Since time immemorial, indigenous people have fished, foraged, hunted, traded, and lived on land known today as Oregon. That rich history is on display at museums throughout the state, some owned and operated by regional tribes. If you’d like to dig into Oregon’s indigenous history, these museums offer excellent opportunities for doing so:


• Portland Art Museum: Enjoy a collection of more than 3,500 objects and pieces from roughly 200 cultural groups across North America.
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Portland Art Museum





• Chachalu Museum and Cultural Center (Central Coast): Explore the past and present of the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde through cultural artifacts, interpretive panels, and more.


• Coos History Museum (South Coast): View baskets, tools, and more from the Coquille and Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua and Siuslaw Indians.
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Mount Hood rising above the Portland skyline







Highlights


Look for S to find recommended sights, activities, dining, and lodging.


S Browse the biggest bookstore in the world: Taking up a full city block, Powell’s City of Books is said to house more than a million new and used titles (click here).


S Enjoy the attractions of Washington Park: Portland’s signature green space is home to some of the city’s best-loved cultural institutions, including the International Rose Test Garden, Portland Japanese Garden, and Oregon Zoo (click here).
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S Stroll around hip Hawthorne: This neighborhood oozes hipster cool with its vintage boutiques, bustling bars, and popular restaurants (click here).


S Get festive at Alberta Street’s Last Thursday: This year-round arts celebration turns into a summertime street fair, with live musicians, performance artists, and local vendors (click here).


S Hike in Forest Park: Miles of trails crisscross one of the nation’s largest urban parks; you’ll forget you’re in city limits (click here).


S Hop on a bicycle: Going for a ride in this city renowned for its bike culture is pure pleasure (click here).


S Drink craft beer: No trip to Portland—it’s nicknamed “Beervana,” after all—is complete without enjoying some of its many brewpubs (click here, click here, click here, and click here).


S Find the perfect souvenir: The open-air Portland Saturday Market is among the largest arts-and-crafts fairs in the country, amid a lively atmosphere along the banks of the Willamette River (click here).


S Take a bite out of Portland’s food cart scene: Some of the city’s most popular cuisine is dished at food carts, which serve as community gathering spaces and incubators for up-and-coming chefs (click here and click here).
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Voodoo Doughnut
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Chinatown Gateway.








Oregon’s largest city is famously playful and progressive, welcoming dreamers, creatives, and makers who infuse the community with a sense of whimsy yet don’t take themselves so seriously that they forget that life demands to be enjoyed—at a leisurely pace, preferably with an IPA in hand.


Indeed, in Portland, you might look up from your craft beer while sitting at one of the city’s 70 breweries and catch 10,000 naked cyclists barreling down the boulevard, browse the biggest bookstore in the world, eat locally sourced meals from food carts and doughnuts adorned with your favorite childhood cereal, stroll hip neighborhood streets amid a sea of leafy residences, literally smell the roses at beloved gardens, and forget you’re in city limits while hiking amid the ferns and Douglas fir trees of Forest Park.


This combination of distinctive urban delights and natural beauty—the downtown core is backed by hills, the Willamette River flows through town, and on a clear day, you can see Mount Hood, Oregon’s tallest peak—is what draws people here. Come and play.


ORIENTATION


Finding your way around Portland is easy if you understand what locals call the “five quadrants” (it doesn’t make sense to us, either, but that’s part of the city’s charm): Southwest, Southeast, Northwest, Northeast, and North Portland. North and south are separated by Burnside Street, while the east-west dividing line is the Willamette River. Address prefixes indicate quadrants.


Other than in downtown, which is in the Southwest quadrant, Portland is mostly laid out on a grid system, with avenues running north-south and streets running east-west. In NW Portland, streets progress in alphabetical order as they head north from Burnside (i.e., Couch, Davis, Everett). Avenues are numbered heading west and, more sporadically, east from the Willamette River.


While the westside is home to downtown and many of the city’s bigger attractions, the eastside is where you’ll find more of Portland’s famous quirk and creativity, in neighborhood corridors typically populated by local businesses, as well as one-offs and pockets of cool in between.


PLANNING YOUR TIME


Portland isn’t a town of huge attractions that need to be checked off a list; its primary draws tend to be more experiential. Give yourself at least 2-3 days to soak up its vibe. While you can certainly zip around town trying to see it all, the city is best explored at a laid-back pace. Portland is defined by its myriad neighborhoods, each with its own charm and character, and choosing a few to explore in-depth will yield a more memorable experience than trying to crisscross the city to fit everything in. Leaving a bit more breathing room in your itinerary will also allow you to enjoy that great live show happening just down the street later that night that a bartender clues you into, the exciting new release at a neighboring brewery that someone mentions, or the food cart your restaurant server recommends you check out. Slowing down and hanging out also reveals glimmers of the “Keep Portland Weird” mantra so common on bumper stickers around town; you never know when you’ll spot a cyclist riding a custom tall bike down the street or walk by a tiny toy horse tied to a historic horse ring on a sidewalk, an ode to a time when horses and horse-drawn vehicles shuttled Portlanders around the city.


Outside of summer, when just a few token rain showers remind you that, yes, you’re still in the Pacific Northwest, travelers can expect the frequent precipitation for which Portland is famous. Take this into consideration, but don’t let it deter you; locals don’t usually let the rain—as it’s typically the drizzly rather than drenching variety—stop them, and neither should you (though you’ll want to pack accordingly). Note that using an umbrella will mark you as a tourist; for locals, hats and hoods typically suffice.



Sights



DOWNTOWN AND THE PEARL DISTRICT


Downtown


Located in the Southwest quadrant, Portland’s downtown is bordered by Burnside Street to the north, the Willamette River to the east, and I-405 to the south and west. While you’re walking around, keep an eye out for Benson Bubblers, roughly 50 historic drinking fountains that trace their roots to the early 1900s, when local philanthropist Simon Benson donated $10,000 to purchase and install them; these typically flow 5:30am-11:30pm daily, and the water isn’t just safe to drink—it’s downright delicious.


Pioneer Courthouse Square


Pioneer Courthouse Square (701 SW 6th Ave.; 503/223-1613; thesquarepdx.org; free) is nicknamed “Portland’s living room,” and the moniker is apt. The brick-lined public plaza occupies a full city block and is almost always buzzing with activity; busking musicians, political activists, and local nonprofits routinely make the square their base of operations. People-watch from the steps ringing the plaza and grab breakfast or lunch at the Carts on the Square (thesquarepdx.org) food cart pod.


Portland Art Museum


The Portland Art Museum (1219 SW Park Ave.; 503/226-2811; portlandartmuseum.org; 10am-5pm Wed.-Sun.; $25 adults, $22 seniors over 61 and college students, free for children 17 and under) was founded in 1892, making it the oldest art museum in the Pacific Northwest. The museum fills two buildings and four floors with an ever-changing lineup of works from around the world, some from its permanent collection and others via traveling exhibits (which sometimes require an additional admission fee). The Arlene and Harold Schnitzer Center for Northwest Art exclusively spotlights artists from the Pacific Northwest, with works dating back to the 19th century. Also of note is the museum’s collection of Native American artworks, which comprises 3,500 objects including masks, baskets, and sculptures by artists representing roughly 200 cultural groups from throughout North America. Some pieces date back centuries, while others are by contemporary artists such as Lillian Pitt, who was born and raised on the Warm Springs Reservation in Central Oregon. Give yourself 2-4 hours to explore.
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Oregon Historical Society Museum


Learn about Oregon’s past—the good, the bad, and the ugly—at the three-story Oregon Historical Society Museum (1200 SW Park Ave.; 503/222-1741; ohs.org; 10am-5pm Mon.-Sat., noon-5pm Sun.; $10 adults, $8 students, teachers, and seniors 60 and over, $5 ages 6-18, free for children 5 and under and residents of Multnomah County). Its permanent Experience Oregon exhibit takes up a full floor and offers an excellent, well-rounded introduction to the people, places, and events that have shaped Oregon, with deep dives into its Native American cultures and the state’s racist beginnings. Rotating exhibits touch on a wide range of movements and moments in Oregon’s history, for example the rise of craft beer and The Beatles’ performance in Portland. Another highlight is the “Portland Penny”—which was used in an 1845 coin toss to name the burgeoning city either Portland or Boston. Budget 2-4 hours for a visit.


Old Town and Chinatown


When Portland grew into an honest-to-goodness city in the late 1800s, its original downtown core was located on the site of the city’s present-day Old Town Chinatown (roughly between NW Broadway, the Willamette River, and W. Burnside St.)—making it the city’s oldest neighborhood. Almost since its inception, it has been a destination for immigrants. In the late 1880s and 1890s, Portland had the second-largest Chinatown in the country, second only to San Francisco—until the U.S. Congress passed the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, dramatically reducing the number of Chinese immigrants moving to the city.


A new wave of immigration to the area, by Japanese people, led to the neighborhood’s transformation into Japantown by the early 1900s. Then, in 1942 after the bombing of Pearl Harbor in World War II, President Roosevelt issued Executive Order 9066, authorizing the internment of Japanese Americans; many Japantown residents were forced to give up their homes and businesses and sent to camps, decimating the thriving community. A new generation of Chinese businessowners moved into the neighborhood in the decades after World War II.


Today, the neighborhood preserves this history in two notable museums, and visitors are welcomed by the arched Chinatown Gateway (W. Burnside St. and NW 4th Ave.).


Lan Su Chinese Garden


The gorgeous Lan Su Chinese Garden (239 NW Everett St.; 503/228-8131; lansugarden.org; 10am-4pm daily; $12.95 adults, $11.95 seniors 62 and over, $9.95 children 6-18 and college students, free for children under 6) is the end result of a collaboration between Portland and Suzhou, its sister city in the Chinese province of Jiangsu—which is famous for its Ming dynasty gardens. Lan Su features beautiful botanical gardens, peaceful walkways, koi ponds, ornate pavilions, and an on-site tea house. Taken together, it feels like a tranquil escape from the hustle and bustle of the city that surrounds it.


Portland Chinatown Museum


Portland Chinatown Museum (127 NW 3rd Ave.; 503/224-0008; portlandchinatownmuseum.org; 11am-3pm Fri.-Sun.; $8 adults, $6 seniors, $5 students, free for children under 13) educates visitors on the neighborhood’s past, with stories of Chinese immigrant experiences told through oral histories and artifacts, as well as showcases works by contemporary Asian American artists.


Japanese American Museum of Oregon


Exhibits at the Japanese American Museum of Oregon (411 NW Flanders St.; 503/224-1458; jamo.org; 11am-3pm Fri.-Sun.; $8 adults, $6 seniors, $5 students, free for children under 12) cover Japanese immigration, the evolution of the Portland neighborhood that was for a time Japantown, the horrific impacts of World War II on the local Japanese community, and life for Japanese Americans in Oregon today.


Pearl District


In the 1890s, the neighborhood that would become the Pearl District (bordered by NW Broadway, W. Burnside St., I-405, and the Willamette River) was little more than a collection of railyards and warehouses built to support the city’s shipping industry. In the mid-1980s, artists began occupying the downtrodden neighborhood and opening galleries. Today, “the Pearl,” as it’s most commonly known around town, feels thoroughly upscale, home to celebrated Powell’s and chockablock with sleek venues, though signs of the neighborhood’s industrial past abound, with art galleries, local and national shops, and restaurants in repurposed brick warehouses and disused rail lines visible on neighborhood streets.
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First Thursday


The Pearl’s art galleries open new shows each month on First Thursday (5pm-10pm first Thurs. of the month), when a handful of galleries remain open well into the evening and host receptions, typically accompanied by wine and snacks, that showcase the latest works from local, regional, and national artists. The Portland Art Dealers Association (padaoregon.org) rounds up participating galleries and provides a downloadable map. When the weather warms up, the celebration heads outside for the First Thursday Street Gallery (urbanartnetwork.org; 5pm-10pm first Thurs. of the month Apr.-Oct.), where a four-block stretch of NW 13th Avenue is closed to vehicles and thousands of people fill the streets to scope out paintings, sculptures, and other works by local artists.



S Powell’s City of Books



Powell’s City of Books (1005 W. Burnside St.; 503/228-4651; powells.com; 10am-9pm daily) is an institution in Portland. The mammoth bookstore occupies an entire city block and claims to be the largest new and used bookstore in the world, with four floors hosting more than one million books. You could spend all day browsing the shelves, which nearly stretch to the ceiling in each of the bookstore’s 10 rooms, and still only scratch the surface of Powell’s eye-popping offerings across every genre imaginable. A dizzying number of displays scattered across the store showcase regional titles, staff recommendations, bestsellers, and books grouped by theme (such as commonly banned books or tomes on current events).
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1: Powell’s City of Books 2: colorful maple tree in the Portland Japanese Garden at Washington Park 3: Pittock Mansion 4: elephants at the Oregon Zoo





Round out your experience with an author event, commonly arranged as conversations between similar writers, or while away a rainy afternoon at the on-site coffeeshop. Expect a store packed with fellow bookworms on weekends; visit on weeknights to enjoy a quieter outing, and pick up a store map near each entrance. A much smaller satellite store can also be found on Hawthorne.



S WASHINGTON PARK



Washington Park (503/823-5379; portland.gov; 5am-10pm daily; free) is just west of downtown and has been a point of civic pride since the 1880s, when the park’s first keeper—drawing on the grandeur of his native Europe—oversaw the construction of winding roads, planting of manicured gardens, and creation of what would become the Oregon Zoo. Measuring 410 forested acres, the city’s signature green space is threaded with walking paths and dotted with playgrounds and picnic areas. It’s also home to many of the city’s best-loved attractions.


Parking is $2 per hour ($8 max per day) and extremely limited, especially 9am-3pm on spring-summer weekends. It’s possible to walk to the park from downtown—it’s just over a mile up about a 260-foot incline from Pioneer Courthouse Square to Washington Park’s eastern edge. Mass transit options include TriMet bus 63, which stops at some of the park’s main attractions, and the MAX Light Rail Blue and Red Lines (fun fact: they actually stop in a tunnel under the park that’s 260 feet belowground—making it the deepest transit station in North America). From the Washington Park MAX Light Rail Station’s upper level, you can catch the wheelchair-accessible Washington Park Free Shuttle (9:30am-7pm daily Apr.-Sept., 9:30am-4pm daily Oct.-Mar.; free), which provides year-round service to the park’s attractions.


For more information, visit explorewashingtonpark.org, which also includes real-time capacity updates at Washington Park’s various parking areas.


International Rose Test Garden


Portland is nicknamed the “City of Roses,” and it’s easy to see why after a stroll around the International Rose Test Garden (400 SW Kingston Ave.; 503/823-3636; portland.gov; 5am-10pm daily; free). Late May-October, more than 10,000 rose bushes—representing more than 610 varieties—make the park pop with vibrant hues of red, pink, orange, and white. Ostensibly, the rose garden is a testing ground for new varieties (as it has been since World War I, when Europeans feared the flower might be bombed into extinction—and sent roses to Portland for safekeeping), and 10-20 new varieties are still planted each year.


Portland Japanese Garden


No less than Nobuo Matsunaga, the former ambassador of Japan to the United States, called the Portland Japanese Garden (611 SW Kingston Ave.; 503/223-1321; japanesegarden.org; 10am-5:30pm Wed.-Mon.; $18.95 adults, $16.25 seniors 65 and over, $15.25 students, $13.50 children 6-17, free for children under 6) “the most beautiful and authentic Japanese garden in the world outside of Japan.” That’s high praise, and the urban oasis earns the acclaim with eight garden spaces (each reflecting various aspects of Japanese garden history and design, such as one designed as a strolling pond garden), a tea house, bubbling streams, and views of Mount Hood. The garden is a year-round treat but is especially captivating during fall’s colorful foliage displays and spring during cherry blossom season.



Oregon Zoo



Dating to 1888, the Oregon Zoo (4001 SW Canyon Rd.; 503/226-1561; oregonzoo.org; 9:30am-5:30pm daily; $24 adults, $19 children 2-11, free for children under 2) has earned plaudits for its conservation efforts, attention to animal welfare, and thoughtfully crafted exhibits. The zoo hosts more than 2,500 birds, reptiles, amphibians, fish, invertebrates, and mammals, including Asian elephants and polar bears. Other on-site attractions include children’s play areas, a carousel, and a six-minute train ride that heads into the surrounding forest. During the winter holiday season, ZooLights (late Nov.-early Jan.; $15-20 adults, $10-15 for children 3-11, free for children 2 and under) showcases displays of more than 1.5 million lights and also features a lighted train and carousel, hot drinks, and fare from local food carts.


Other Attractions


Another popular stop within the park is the family-friendly World Forestry Center (4033 SW Canyon Rd.; 503/228-1367; worldforestry.org; 11am-4pm Wed.-Sun.; $5 adults, free for children under 3), which looks at the many benefits of forests through interactive displays and hands-on exhibits. Also forest-focused is Hoyt Arboretum (4000 SW Fairview Blvd.; hoytarboretum.org; visitor center 10am-4pm daily, grounds 5am-10pm daily; free), “a museum of living trees,” which features 12 miles (19 km) of hiking trails that pass 2,300 species of trees and shrubs in the park. Stop by the visitor center to pick up a trail map.


NORTHWEST PORTLAND


Adjacent to downtown, NW Portland sits where the hustle and bustle of the city gradually gives way to laid-back, pedestrian-friendly boulevards and leafy parkland.
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Pittock Mansion


Just north of Washington Park, Pittock Mansion (3229 NW Pittock Dr.; 503/823-3623; pittockmansion.org; 10am-5pm Wed.-Mon. and noon-5pm Tues. June-Labor Day, 10am-4pm Wed.-Mon. and noon-4pm Tues. Labor Day-May; $12 adults, $10 seniors 65 and over, $8 children 6-18, free for children under 6) was constructed by real estate magnate and newspaper publisher Henry Pittock in 1914 and today offers a glimpse into Portland’s stately past. The picturesque French Renaissance-style home features 23 rooms and can be explored via self-guided tour or docent-led outing. Make time to enjoy the grounds surrounding the mansion, where you’ll find a lavish rose garden (awash in color May-June) and impressive views of Portland’s skyline—indeed, it’s worth coming here just for the views even if you’re not interested in the mansion (the grounds are free to wander).


Parking is $2 per hour ($8 max per day) 9:30am-8pm daily, and the lot can fill to capacity in summer and mid-November-December, when holiday displays make the mansion a popular seasonal attraction. Consider early-morning or weekday visits to avoid congestion.


NW 21st and 23rd Avenues


NW 21st Avenue and NW 23rd Avenue run through stately residential neighborhoods, and along each tree-lined thoroughfare, roughly from Burnside to NW Thurman Street, you’ll find restaurants, coffee shops, and other venues, with distinctly different vibes. NW 21st Avenue is the more laid-back of the two, with down-home eateries, dive bars, and neighborhood cafés. Two blocks west, NW 23rd is a much hipper, contemporary strip, boasting outposts of some of Portland’s most popular restaurants and an array of local and national retailers. It’s pleasant to stroll up one street and down the other, stopping at whatever catches your fancy.


SOUTHEAST PORTLAND


SE Portland is perhaps the most “Portland” of the city’s five quadrants, home to many eclectic neighborhoods—bustling business corridors amid large stretches of quiet residential neighborhoods—and best-loved restaurants and craft breweries.


[image: image]


Oregon Museum of Science and Industry


Situated along the Willamette River, the expansive Oregon Museum of Science and Industry (1945 SE Water Ave.; 503/797-4000; omsi.edu; 9:30am-5:30pm daily; $15 adults, $12 seniors over 62, $10.50 children 3-13, free for children under 3), known as OMSI, hosts thoughtful, well-designed educational attractions for kids of all ages, with interactive exhibits illuminating the natural sciences, physics, chemistry, and space. For additional fees, visitors can see traveling exhibits that cover topics like the history of the Marvel universe and the undersea explorations of filmmaker James Cameron (prices vary), tour the USS Blueback submarine ($8.50) docked next to the museum, watch hit films in the state-of-the-art Empirical Theater ($6-7.50), or catch a show at the planetarium ($7.50), which sometimes features laser light shows set to music by, for example, Pink Floyd and The Beatles. The museum also hosts popular events including OMSI After Dark (6pm-10pm last Wed. of the month; $25) for the over-21 crowd, with themed nights and alcoholic beverages, and OMSI Science Pub (monthly; $5), featuring a guest speaker on special topics, with food and drink available.



S Hawthorne



Everything that makes Portland, well, Portland is distilled to its most charming essence along the 2.2-mile (3.5-km) stretch of Hawthorne Boulevard, roughly between SE 9th Avenue and SE 50th Avenue. Attracting locals and visitors alike, the hodgepodge neighborhood features locally owned businesses in low-rise buildings and the occasional converted house. One of Portland’s oldest—and still going strong—food cart pods, Cartopia, is here, along with vintage boutiques, popular eateries, and bustling bars, where hipsters and hippies come together over tallboys. The atmosphere is typically laid-back, even as sidewalks swell with outdoor diners and coffee drinkers, playful buskers, and curious shoppers on weekend afternoons.


Six blocks north, the parallel SE Belmont Street thoroughfare, between SE 20th and 35th Avenues, is something of a little sister to Hawthorne, with similar draws—lively cafés, pubs, and shops—on a quieter, tree-lined street.


Division


If Hawthorne reflects Portland’s quirky past, then Division Street, about 10 blocks south and running parallel, showcases its changing present, with mixed-use apartments and condos lining the street and hosting ground-level businesses, including some of the city’s signature restaurants and respected breweries. Most of the most popular spots are between SE 11th Avenue and César E. Chávez Boulevard/SE 39th Avenue.


Two blocks south and parallel to Division is the quainter enclave of Clinton Street (centered around SE Clinton St. and SE 26th Ave.), which also has eateries, coffee shops, and bars in the heart of a friendly, leafy neighborhood.


NORTHEAST PORTLAND


Like SE Portland, NE Portland is characterized by quiet neighborhoods punctuated by lively business corridors lined with restaurants, brewpubs, boutiques, and other home-grown businesses.


Alberta


Even as it’s grown and gentrified in recent years, Alberta Street between NE 10th and NE 31st, also known as the Alberta Arts District, remains the kind of neighborhood where clapboard storefronts and historic brick buildings still host quiet coffee shops and old-school dive bars—in the shadow of new condos and just-opened outposts of citywide chains. Popular with young professionals, the Alberta Arts District earns its moniker by hosting a number of art galleries (many of which emphasize local and BIPOC artists), showcasing dozens of colorful murals on benches and buildings, and displaying sculptures, mosaics, and other forms of public art. Look for Alberta’s Black Heritage Markers (sidewalks between NE 11th and NE 24th; albertamainst.org [URL inactive]). For decades, NE and North Portland had the highest percentage of Black homeowners in the city and was home to jazz clubs graced by the likes of Duke Ellington and John Coltrane, until the community was splintered by the construction of Interstate 5 and increasingly gentrified. These public art pieces document the history of the neighborhood and pay tribute to Black Portlanders. An excellent resource for the neighborhood—with links to galleries, downloadable maps of public art, and news on the latest community projects—is Alberta Art Works (albertaartworks.org).



S Last Thursday



To best experience the Alberta neighborhood, time your visit for Last Thursday (6pm-9pm last Thurs. of the month; lastthursdayalberta.org); the blocks-long event celebrates the street’s art galleries, which open new shows on these nights, accompanied by wine, snacks, and occasional discussions with featured artists. The event also features live music, arts and crafts vendors, and food specials. Last Thursday runs year-round but really gets lively in summer (June-Aug.), when a 15-block stretch of Alberta Street closes to vehicular traffic, and street performers—like acrobat troupes, energetic buskers, stand-up comedians, and fire dancers—create a carnival-like atmosphere.


McMenamins Kennedy School


McMenamins Kennedy School (5736 NE 33rd Ave.; 503/249-3983; mcmenamins.com) is a former schoolhouse dating to 1915 that’s been charmingly renovated by the regional McMenamins chain into a hotel. Even if you’re not staying here, you can come to eat at the restaurant, which offers pub fare in the onetime cafeteria; drink at four bars pouring McMenamins’ own beer, cider, wine, and spirits; catch a movie in a theater outfitted with plush couches and cozy chairs ($5 adults, $3 children 3-12, free for children under 3); or unwind in a saltwater soaking pool ($8 adults, $4 children 3-11, free for children under 3 and hotel guests; reservations required for non-hotel guests; bring your own towel). It’s possible to spend the day simply hopping between venues and lounging on the grounds, and you’ll be hanging out with locals as well as out-of-towners.


NORTH PORTLAND


Portland’s “fifth quadrant” occupies a wide swath of land, home to tree-lined neighborhoods and industrial businesses, but what draws most visitors here is one of the city’s trendiest neighborhoods.


[image: image]


Mississippi


“Old Portland” and “New Portland” come together along Mississippi Avenue (between N. Skidmore St. and N. Cook St.) like nowhere else in the city. Within the walkable North Portland neighborhood, you’ll find a music venue housed in a converted Baptist church, restaurants and bars occupying vintage homes, and a coffee shop residing within a long-closed drug store. Newly constructed condos are wedged between century-old homes and overhauled storefronts. Most businesses along the corridor are locally owned and frequented by young professionals and young families alike. And many of the fixtures in the veteran establishments—including windows, doors, and tiling—comes from a neighborhood warehouse that sells reclaimed building materials, usually from shuttered businesses and remodeled homes in the area.




The McMenamins Empire, Explained


Brothers Mike and Brian McMenamin opened their first brewpub—and the state’s first since Prohibition—in Portland in 1983, helping launch a craft-beer revolution in the Pacific Northwest that’s still going strong today. Today, McMenamins (mcmenamins.com) comprises more than 50 pubs, hotels, and concert venues throughout the Pacific Northwest, many of which are historical properties that have been refurbished in a characteristic whimsical style and often include entertainment like movie theaters, soaking pools, and colorful bars serving McMenamins’ own beer, spirits, wine, and cider. The public is welcome to enjoy the properties’ amenities even if they’re not overnight guests at the hotels, and locals as well as visitors hang out at these venues. Avid fans can purchase a McMenamins Passport ($35) and collect stamps at any McMenamins venue to earn prizes like free Cajun tots (a staple of the chain’s food menu), burgers, and souvenirs including pint glasses. Around Portland, the Kennedy School is a draw, but it’s far from the only destination-worthy McMenamins venue in Oregon. Here are a few favorites:


• Crystal Ballroom, Portland: This live music venue occupies a former ballroom, and you won’t be able to stop dancing on its signature springy floors (click here).


• Bagdad Theater & Pub, Portland: Since 1927, this regal theater has been showing movies in an auditorium framed by towering arches, wrought-iron fixtures, and other artistic flourishes (click here).


• Hillsdale Brewery & Public House, Portland (1505 SW Sunset Blvd.; 503/246-3938; 11am-10pm Sun.-Thurs., 11am-11pm Fri.-Sat.): Visit Oregon’s first official brewpub since Prohibition, where several of the chain’s best beers were born. Eccentric artwork, hanging plants, and a few neon lights create a fun, laid-back atmosphere.


• Edgefield, Troutdale (2126 SW Halsey St.; 503/669-8610; hours vary by venue): Built in 1911, this former farm at the western edge of the Columbia River Gorge is now home to a sprawling hotel that serves as a kind of amusement park for adults with its several restaurants and bars, soaking pool, golf course, movie theater, spa, winery, distillery, and brewery. Edgefield is also a popular outdoor summertime concert venue that’s hosted the likes of Lizzo, Robert Plant, and Willie Nelson.





A dozen or so blocks east and directly parallel to Mississippi, Williams Avenue, which separates North Portland from NE Portland, also offers a mix of eateries, brewpubs, and indie shops in a changing neighborhood. Here new condos seem to vastly outnumber the kinds of stately homes found along Mississippi Avenue. Nevertheless, elements of the classic Portland experience—hidden bar patios, sidewalk dining, and designated bike lanes—remain in the growing district.



Recreation



PARKS


Governor Tom McCall Waterfront Park


If Pioneer Courthouse Square is Portland’s living room, Governor Tom McCall Waterfront Park (Naito Pkwy. between NW Glisan St. and SW Harrison St.; 503/823-5379; portland.gov; 5am-midnight daily; free) is the city’s backyard. The 1.5-mile-long (2.4-km) strip of land, named for the environmentally conscious Oregon governor, is set along the Willamette River on the city’s westside. A walking-biking path follows the river, flanked by grassy space for lounging. The Portland Saturday Market takes place in the park, and numerous festivals are held on the grounds each summer. If you’re visiting March-April, be sure to head to the Japanese American Historical Plaza (Naito Pkwy. And NW Couch St.)—dedicated to the memories of those who were forcibly sent to internment camps during World War II—where you may be lucky enough to catch the plaza’s 100 cherry trees blossoming in spring.


Mill Ends Park


“Keep Portland Weird” has been a citywide mantra for decades—so it’s only fitting that one of the city’s claims to fame is what might be the world’s smallest park: Mill Ends Park (SW Naito Pkwy. and SW Taylor St.; 503/823-5379; portland.gov; free). Consisting of a solitary tree, the park measures just two feet across—roughly the size of a footstep—and sits on a median strip in a busy intersection. You won’t spend much time here, but Mill Ends makes for an adorable, only-in-Portland diversion. Seasonal displays add to the charm.
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