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      • TREASURE AND TROUBLE •
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      Pirate Mateys and Scallywags

      
         
         Alleric (Al) Breas: Lives in Drake Drive and owns a mysterious sea trunk that takes him to the Dragon Blood Islands
         

         
         Blacktooth McGee: A very nasty pirate who runs the brigantine The Revenge

         
         Flash Johnny: Blacktooth’s devious and greedy cabin boy
         

         
         Grandfather: Mahoot’s grandfather and guardian of the swimming elephants on Sabre Island
         

         
         Greeny Jack: A shark so big and old that mould grows on his skin, making him glow green in the dark
         

         
         Grenda: Snotty Nell’s daughter
         

         
         Gunner: The pirate captain of the ship The Booty

         
         Halimeda (Hally) Breas: Al’s younger sister
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         Mahoot: Captain Gunner’s cabin boy
         

         
         Mozzy: The Booty’s bosun
         

         
         Owen Seabrook: Al’s best friend
         

         
         Pigface McNurt: Blacktooth’s bosun, a massive pirate with a ring through his nose
         

         
         Prince Alleric: The prince who once ruled Sabre Island but disappeared in mysterious circumstances
         

         
         Sharkbait: Snotty Nell’s one-legged bosun
         

         
         Slicer: The Booty’s cook
         

         
         Snakeboot: A magical white three-legged cat with purple eyes. Legend has it he once belonged to a terrifying pirate called Vicious Victor.
         

         
         Snotty Nell: A horrible one-eyed pirate who sails a frigate called The Tormenter

         
         Stanley Spong: A crooked, sneaky trader in town who cheats people
         

         
         Vampire Zu: Snotty Nell’s huge first mate
         

         
         Vicious Victor: A pirate ghost. He used to pillage the Dragon Blood Islands and he stole the magical sabre that belonged to Prince Alleric.
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      Kidnapped

      
      Alleric Breas looked around in surprise. He was in a small room filled with barrels and boxes. There were no windows, but
         a dim light came through large cracks in the door. His sister, Hally, squeezed his hand tightly in apprehension.
      

      
      Just then Owen Seabrook, Al’s best friend, began to appear. He shimmered, mist-like, then solidified. In his arms was their three-legged, purple-eyed pirate cat, Snakeboot.
      

      
      They heard wind roaring in the rigging and waves crashing against a wooden hull, followed by the strong smell of seawater
         and oilcloth.
      

      
      ‘Do you think we’re in the cabin of a ship sailing through the Dragon Blood Islands?’ Owen asked.

      
      Al glanced around. ‘It’s too small for a cabin. By the look of all the boxes here, I’d say we’re in some sort of storeroom.’

      
      ‘I’ll try the door,’ said Owen. ‘I’ll peek out and see where we’ve landed this time.’

      
      The trio had just arrived from number five Drake Drive, in the twenty-first century. Only minutes before, the boys had gone
         into Al’s attic, where they’d found Hally waiting for them, dressed in her princess clothes, ready to visit the Dragon Blood
         Islands. The boys then changed into their sea-going pirate clothes, and Owen belted on the pirate sword he’d found on Cannibal Island. Al took
         Hally’s hand and unlocked their old sea trunk. He put the key in his pocket, opened the lid, and together they stepped inside.
         Owen picked up Snakeboot and followed. Within seconds they had vanished from the attic.
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