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Introduction


Sir Winston Leonard Spencer-Churchill, Britain’s prime minister for the greater part of the Second World War and again from 1951 to 1955, had many secrets. One was that in his spare time, usually in the wee hours of the morning when the country was asleep, he liked to play agony aunt to the fathers in his constituency and beyond. It is not a secret that Sir Winston was a man of many wise words and – having fathered five children with his wife, Clementine – he took pity on the dads, pops, pas, das, daddys and pappys throughout the land, making his considerable advice available to them through letters written on an Imperial typewriter.


In a recent excavation of the garden shed at Chartwell, Sir Winston’s home from 1922 until his death in 1965, copies of these letters were unearthed. Given the great man’s love for spreading his words far and wide, it seemed only fitting to collate them into a book – so that other fathers feeling their way through the trials and tribulations of fatherhood can benefit from their sage guidance. It has been the highlight and privilege of my career to shoulder this responsibility.*
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