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Introduction


How will I enjoy this book?
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Let’s try this!


These boxes include play-based activities that let you learn while you have fun; play them with your classmates, with a partner or a friend.
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Revisit, review, revise



Use these questions at the end of each chapter to look back at what you have learned.




[image: ]




[image: ]










[image: ]














Chapter 0


Consolidation
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In this chapter, we will revise ideas and skills from First Level.
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Reading




1 Non-fiction books


Can you remember how non-fiction texts are organised?


A local company is writing a page about your school in a leaflet.


You have been asked to provide some information for the article:




	
•  What will the title be?


	
•  What will the four sub-headings be?


	
•  Will there be any photographs? What will they be of?


	
•  What information will be in the captions?


	
•  Will there be a diagram with labels? Explain this.
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Let’s try this!


Think about a book that you have read recently. It may be a book that you read last year in school.


Give your friend five clues about your book without revealing the title!


You could think about the following:




	
•  characters in the book


	
•  the setting of the book


	
•  other books that are similar


	
•  the main themes in the book


	
•  the author and/or the illustrator.
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Remember, remember


Don’t tell them the name of your book until you really need to!
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Grammar and punctuation
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We use commas to separate items in a list.


There are four types of sentences: statements, questions, commands and exclamations.
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1 Commas in a list


Choose four of the following topics and write a sentence using commas in a list for each:








	Equipment you use in class

	Subjects that you study in school

	Games that you play in the playground






	Teachers at school

	Friends at school

	Things you eat at school














2 Four types of sentences


Write two of each sentence type about your school.










Spelling




1 Alphabetical order


Do you remember how to write words in alphabetical order?


Write the following words in alphabetical order:




	 1  ruler, pencil, sharpener, book, chair







	
[image: ] 2  pizza, lasagne, cheese pie, fish, salad







	 3  cycling, gymnastics, football, dance, rugby







	
[image: ] 4  educated, educator, educating, educate, education
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2 Homophones



What is a homophone?


Write the alternative homophone for each of the following:




	
1  peace


	
2  pear


	
3  symbol


	
4  be


	
5  rain


	
6  stationery


	
7  principal.
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Listening and talking




1 Asking questions in different ways


Imagine there is a new child in your class.


You are keen to make them feel comfortable and to find out about who they are.
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In your jotter, write down five questions that you could ask them.


Use a different word to start each question. Here are some to help you:








	When

	How

	Can

	Could






	Why

	What

	Where

	Do
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Remember, remember


All questions need a question mark at the end.
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Let’s try this!


Dialogue and conversations


Here are some school scenarios.


Imagine some conversations that you might overhear in these situations:




	
•  children hanging up their coats at school


	
•  children sitting on the carpet in the classroom


	
•  children in the dinner queue


	
•  children getting changed for PE.
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Writing





1 Let’s be persuasive








	Task

	To write a letter to your head teacher about something you would like them to change






	Purpose

	To persuade






	Audience

	Your head teacher









Think about something you would like your head teacher to change.
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Here are some ideas:




	
•  more playground equipment


	
•  an area to plant vegetables


	
•  more recycling equipment


	
•  more opportunities to compete in sports.
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Think about the following:




	
•  How are letters organised?


	
•  How will you greet your head teacher?


	
•  What will your opening sentence be?


	
•  Do you have two reasons to persuade your head teacher about your suggested change?


	
•  How will you close your letter?





Now write your letter. Remember you are trying to persuade the head teacher to make the change.


















1 Narrative


Spooky novel







Reading
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This extract is taken from a novel called The Demon Headmaster. The main character in this extract is Dinah. Why is Dinah talking to herself and is her school all that it seems?


In this chapter, you will need to show that you have understood the extract by answering different kinds of questions. You will be able to apply all of the reading strategies that you have been taught and you will develop some new ones too.
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The Demon Headmaster by Gillian Cross



Read the text and answer the questions.
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Dinah sat up in bed for a long time that night, a stiff little figure in a white nightdress, hugging her knees. She knew that there was something wrong about the school, with its well-behaved children, all doing the right thing at the right moment, but she could not understand what it was. And she knew that she did not like the Headmaster at all. She could not understand why she kept saying how wonderful he was. She hated not understanding things.


In the end, she did what she always did when things baffled her. Slipping quietly out of bed, she pulled back the curtains so that the room was lit by moonlight from outside. Then she went to stand in front of the mirror. Pale and prim, her reflection stared back at her, the eyes thoughtful and the mouth pursed up, considering.
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‘Well?’ she murmured. ‘What’s wrong? Why is the school so peculiar?’


Gazing into her own eyes, she suddenly knew that answer. Fear. It’s because they’re all afraid.


She nodded briskly. Yes, that was the right answer. ‘But what are they afraid of?’


The reflection stared back, unwinking, and she heard the reply in her head. That’s what you’ll have to find out.


‘How?’ But she hardly needed to ask. The answer to that one was obvious.


You’ll have to be naughty, and see what happens to you.


Her hands, clasped on top of the dressing table, began to shake slightly, but the face that looked back at her out of the mirror was amused.


See? You’re afraid yourself, and you don’t know why.


Defiantly, she stuck her chin up and pulled a face into the mirror. ‘I don’t care if I am scared,’ she said out loud. ‘I want to know, and if that’s the only way to find out, that’s what I’ll do.’


With a determined hand, she closed the curtains and climbed back into bed, feeling as though she had settled something. Curling up under the covers, she fell asleep trying to think of something bad she could do.
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[image: ] 1 What do we know about Dinah?



Re-read the extract and make a note of any information that directly relates to Dinah.


Use the following headings to organise your findings:




	
•  Her appearance: What does Dinah look like?


	
•  Her actions: What does Dinah do in this extract?


	
•  Her thoughts: What do we know about Dinah’s thoughts?


	
•  Any other information.
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Questions




	
1  Using the first paragraph in the extract, what does Dinah think is strange about the other children?


	
2  According to the extract, what two things does Dinah do when things baffle her?


	
3  What did Dinah’s hands do when she looked in the mirror?


	
4  Find and copy one word from the final paragraph of the text that tells us Dinah had made up her mind or settled something.







[image: ]




[image: ]














[image: ] 2 Talking to the reader



Within this extract, Dinah talks aloud and talks to herself (in her head).


The writer shows the reader when Dinah is talking to herself by using italics.


What do the following examples of dialogue tell the reader about Dinah? Be prepared to share your answers.




	
1  ‘Well?’ she murmured. ‘What’s wrong? Why is the school so peculiar?’


	
2  You’ll have to be naughty, and see what happens to you.



	
3  ‘I don’t care if I am scared,’ she said out loud.


	
4  ‘I want to know, and if that’s the only way to find out, that’s what I’ll do.’
















Grammar and punctuation
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Adverbials describe where, when or how an action happened. Fronted adverbials are used at the beginning of a sentence and are followed by a comma. However, adverbials can also be used at other positions within a sentence, and they do not need a comma.




[image: ]




[image: ]











1 Using adverbials correctly





	
1  Find these three fronted adverbials in the text and describe why the author has used them:



	
•  In the end,



	
•  Defiantly,



	
•  With a determined hand,














	
[image: ] 2  Write three new sentences using the adverbials above. Try to change their position in the sentence.
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2 Writing dialogue




	
1  Read these four sentences. Choose the sentence that has been punctuated correctly and explain the errors in the other three.



	
a  ‘So, yes I am scared’ she whispered. ‘i will pull myself together now.’


	
b  ‘So, yes I am scared, she whispered. I will pull myself together now.’


	
c  ‘So, yes I am scared,’ she whispered. ‘I will pull myself together now.’


	
d  ‘So, yes I am scared, she whispered.’ ‘I will pull myself together now.’
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Remember, remember


We use inverted commas or speech marks to punctuate direct speech.




[image: ]




[image: ]










	
[image: ] 2  Look back at the extract and imagine that the author has written more dialogue for Dinah to say aloud. Write some dialogue for these points in the extract:



	
•  when Dinah is sitting in bed hugging her knees


	
•  when Dinah pulled back the curtains


	
•  when Dinah wakes up the next morning.



















Spelling
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We add suffixes to the end of words to create a new word.
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1 Using suffixes




	
1  Copy this table into your jotter and write at least four words that include each suffix.











	-ful

	-less

	-ment

	-ness
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[image: ] 2  Write five sentences using a different word with a suffix in each sentence.











2 Hard and soft ‘c’
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The letter c has two sounds – hard and soft:




	
•  hard cup


	
•  soft centre.
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1  Read the words below and copy the table into your jotter to sort the words.



	
•  cake


	
•  cell


	
•  cute


	
•  celery


	
•  clever


	
•  century


	
•  clap


	
•  cat


	
•  card


	
•  cut


	
•  cent


	
•  car


	
•  cycle


	
•  cereal


	
•  cutlery


	
•  cream


	
•  ceiling


	
•  cone


	
•  cyclone


	
•  circle


	
•  coconut
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	Words that start with a soft ‘c’

	Words that start with a hard ‘c’










	 

	 











	
2  Write three sentences. Use a different word from the list in each sentence.














Listening and talking
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Here we are going to have conversations as Dinah, giving advice and talking to our friend and teacher.
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[image: ] 1 Giving some advice



In the extract, Dinah admits that she is scared.


With a partner, think about what advice you could give to somebody who is scared.


Think about:




	
•  how you will start to give advice


	
•  what you might say to them


	
•  what tone of voice you will use


	
•  whether you will use any body language.
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Remember, remember


Give your advice using I or We.
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Let’s try this!




	
1  Imagine that you are Dinah and you have two conversations – one with a teacher and the other with your best friend.



	
•  Will Dinah speak in the same way to her teacher as her friend?


	
•  What might be different?





With a partner, role-play the two different scenarios.










[image: ]






	
[image: ] 2  While watching your peers perform, use some of these sentence starters to record your feedback.



	
•  I liked it when …


	
•  It was brilliant when you …


	
•  When you … it was …


	
•  Next time, you could …


	
•  Instead of …, you could …
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you need to learn in your Literacy and English course.
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