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INTRODUCTION


Over a career spanning more than two decades, LeBron James has cemented himself as one of the greatest basketball players of all time – if not the greatest. Whether you consider him the GOAT or not, his impact on the sport is indisputable, and he’s not finished yet.


A career defined by difficult decisions, it could have all played out very differently. What if he’d chosen American football instead of basketball? What if he’d stayed with the Cleveland Cavaliers for his whole career? What if he’d never joined the LA Lakers? This turbulent journey has made LeBron’s career as fascinating to follow as it has been successful. And it wasn’t an easy start, either. Raised by his mother in Akron, Ohio, LeBron’s escape route from “the projects” was sport – and although he could have had a career in American football, he chose basketball as his pathway to fame and fortune.


Recognized in high school as a future superstar, he was dubbed "The Chosen One" at the mere age of 17, and in 2003 he was selected as the Cleveland Cavaliers' first pick at the NBA draft. In his first season, he was voted Rookie of the Year and remained with his home city team until 2010.


His controversial decision to join the Miami Heat paid off, winning back-to-back NBA championships in 2012 and 2013, but he returned to the Cleveland Cavaliers in 2014 to fulfill his promise of helping them win the championship, delivering their first ever championship victory in 2016.


After a few more years with the Cleveland Cavaliers, LeBron left once more, this time to join the LA Lakers and win his fourth championship in 2020. While there in 2023, he replaced Kareem Abdul-Jabbar as the NBA’s record points scorer.


From a potential American football prodigy to a bona fide basketball sensation, movie star, and activist, LeBron is a legend on and off the court. As the records continue to tumble, here is his life and career in his own words.
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Chapter 1


High School,
High Hopes


Poor, at times homeless, and with only his mother standing between him and a life of crime, LeBron’s guardian angels were hard at work clearing a pathway for him…
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My mother is my everything.


Always has been.


Always will be.
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On his mother Gloria’s unwavering support and love throughout his life, notablebiographies.com.







The Facts #1


LeBron Raymone James Sr. was born in Akron, Ohio, on December 30, 1984. He was raised by his mother Gloria who was 16 when she gave birth, and his father Anthony McClelland played no part in his son's life.
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Where I grew up – I grew up on the north side of Akron, lived in the projects. So those scared and lonely nights – that’s every night. You hear a lot of police sirens, you hear a lot of gunfire. Things that you don’t want your kids to hear growing up. When you’re there and you know your mother’s not home, you never know if those police sirens are for her.





Or if those gunshots were intended towards her. So those are the nights, almost every night, that would stand up hearing those sounds and hoping and wishing that it wasn’t your parent on the other end.
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On sleepless nights waiting for his mother to return from work, Larry King Live, June 2010.
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I played for the Summit Lake Hornets, where I grew up playing basketball in 8-10 league. I was nine years old, and we won the championship. I was one of the best players on the team back then, so it was pretty fun.
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On his first time on a basketball court, Larry King Live, June 2010.







The Facts #2


With no father figure and often no home of their own, LeBron and his mother would have to spend time staying with friends and relatives in Akron‘s projects.


Two men turned out to have influential roles when LeBron was aged nine – football coaches Bruce Kelker and Frank Walker, both gave a home to the Jameses to ensure they had stability and LeBron attended school regularly.
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