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	INTRODUCTION





      It’s different for men

      
      A number of books try to explain the differences – aside from the obvious ones – between the sexes, hence Why Men Don’t Listen and Women Can’t Read Maps (no problem, now we all have SatNav) and Men Are from Mars, Women Are from Venus (what’s that all about?). This book has no such pretensions: it simply accepts the fact that men like lists, so here’s a
         selection of over 250 lists that you – assuming you are a man – may enjoy. They encompass themes ranging from music to sport
         and from the fastest – and the most stolen – cars to the hottest chillies and the leading baked bean consumers, in which category
         Britain proudly leads the world. There are many even more offbeat ones: the strangest book titles, the biggest film flops
         and the highest-earning X-rated films, the most dangerous snakes, sharks and do-it-yourself equipment, the mammals with the
         highest sperm count (sorry to have to break it to you, but we don’t feature), plus lists of preserved bodies and body parts,
         people who died on the job, as it were, and winners of ‘Rear of the Year’.
      

      
      Nothing like a Dame

      
      OK, plenty of women make lists (I am married to one of them), but they are shopping lists, lists of tasks for themselves or
         their partners to do around the house and suchlike, not the sort of lists we blokes like. As the compiler of Top 10 of Everything, I was once invited to appear on Woman’s Hour along with Dame Judi Dench, who a researcher had spotted was an inveterate list compiler. The perfect team, she assumed – except my lists tend to be things
         like ‘10 tallest buildings’ and ’10 fastest jets’, while Dame Judi’s consisted of ‘buy tights’ and ‘go to theatre’. And was
         it not Bridget Jones whose list of New Year’s resolutions ends with ‘Stop making lists’? The defence rests...
      

      
      Men of influence

      
      The are slightly more men on the planet (3,362,269,511 of us, in 2008, compared with 3,317,224,382 women), but, for better
         or for worse, men are hugely disproportionate in terms of influence and hence prominence in Top 10 lists. As they reveal,
         the richest people are all men, as are the highest-earning sportsmen – obviously, as they are men, but I gave up trying to
         compile a Top 10 of richest sportswomen since, after Maria Sharapova, Serena Williams, Michelle Wie and Annika Sorenstam,
         you are struggling. Every land, air and water speed record has been held by a man. All the most expensive paintings are by
         men and the Top 10 items of rock memorabilia relate to male stars – it’s not quite the same with film memorabilia, but we
         can guess what sort of men would pay serious money for Judy Garland’s ruby slippers from The Wizard of Oz. No parliament has more women than men – Rwanda with 48.8 per cent and Sweden with 47.3 per cent come closest, but the UK
         is way down, at 19.7 per cent. Throwing a discus is the only notable sport in which the woman’s record is greater than a man’s
         – but then a woman’s discus is half the weight of the man’s. We are also the guys who brought you the wars, the mass murders
         and other stuff like this: hence the lists of air aces (not a girl among them) and worst serial killers (all men) – although,
         to redress the balance, there’s a list of the 10 worst murderesses.
      

      
      Trivia, not trivial

      
      When I was a lad (I never thought I’d say that, but there comes a point in a chap’s life when he’s entitled to do so), we
         used to call our expansive knowledge of the world around us ‘general knowledge’. Somehow, in recent years, this has been subverted
         and is now known as ‘trivia’, as though it’s somehow trivial. Well, it isn’t: either you are interested in what’s happening,
         or you aren’t, and if you are not you are the less for it. Fortunately, most men – not just nerds – are deeply interested
         in everything; it’s just that we don’t want to waste our time discriminating between crucial information, like what are the
         world’s largest countries and even more crucial stuff, such as the most popular types of pizza. Without this data at our fingertips,
         we couldn’t polish off crosswords, hold our own in pub quizzes or sweep the board at University Challenge (actually, bad choice – been there, done that, failed miserably).
      

      
      Size is everything

      
      ...at least when it comes to Top 10 lists. When I started compiling Top 10 of Everything, back in the mists of time (OK, 1989), I set myself the task of including only quantifiable lists. I figured that if I could
         measure it (biggest, fastest, oldest, or whatever), and I did my research correctly, the lists could not be challenged – unlike
         a list of 10 favourites or bests, where my authority to make such a claim might reasonably be questioned. So, aside from an
         occasional lapse (it’s allowed, I wrote it), all the lists here are of things that can be measured and hence ranked – film
         lists are mostly ordered by global box office earnings, death and destruction lists by fatalities. So, unlike certain other
         books, instead of just being told what’s top of the tree, you get to explore its lower branches. And didn’t you always want
         to know who came second?
      

      
      Who says so?

      
      I use a diverse range of international organizations, commercial companies and research bodies, specialized publications and
         a number of experts around the world, who I thank collectively (see pages 287–288 for a full list of credits).
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      Please send me any comments (or corrections, if you must) and ideas for lists to the official Top 10 site – www.top10ofeverything.com or to my website www.RussellAsh.com
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	TOP 10
HIGHEST MOUNTAINS CLIMBED SINCE THE CONQUEST OF EVEREST*




      
      
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Mountain

            
            	First ascent

            
            	Height

            
         

         
         
            
            	1

            
            	K2

            
            	31 Jul 1954

            
            	8,611 m (28,251 ft)

            
         

         
         
            
            	2

            
            	Kangchenjunga

            
            	25 May 1955

            
            	8,586 m (28,169 ft)

            
         

         
         
            
            	3

            
            	Lhotse

            
            	18 May 1956

            
            	8,516 m (27,940 ft)

            
         

         
         
            
            	4

            
            	Makalu

            
            	15 May 1955

            
            	8,462 m (27,762 ft)

            
         

         
         
            
            	5

            
            	Cho Oyu

            
            	19 Oct 1954

            
            	8,201 m (29,906 ft)

            
         

         
         
            
            	6

            
            	Dhaulagri

            
            	13 May 1960

            
            	8,167 m (26,794 ft)

            
         

         
         
            
            	7

            
            	Manaslu

            
            	9 May 1956

            
            	8,156 m (26,759 ft)

            
         

         
         
            
            	8

            
            	Nanga Parbat

            
            	3 Jul 1953

            
            	8,126 m (26,660 ft)

            
         

         
         
            
            	9

            
            	Gasherbrum I

            
            	5 Jul 1958

            
            	8,080 m (26,509 ft)

            
         

         
         
            
            	10

            
            	Broad Peak

            
            	9 Jun 1957

            
            	8,047 m (26,400 ft)

            
         

         
         
      

      
      * 8,848 m (29,028 ft); first climbed 29 May 1953



	TOP 10
DEEPEST CAVES
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            	Cave system/location

            
            	Depth

            
         

         
         
            
            	1

            
            	Krubera (Voronja), Georgia

            
            	2,191 m (7,188 ft)

            
         

         
         
            
            	2

            
            	Illyuzia-Mezhonnogo-Snezhnaya, Georgia

            
            	1,753 m (5,751 ft)

            
         

         
         
            
            	3

            
            	Lamprechtsofen Vogelschacht Weg Schacht, Austria

            
            	1,632 m (5,354 ft)

            
         

         
         
            
            	4

            
            	Gouffre Mirolda, France

            
            	1,626 m (5,335 ft)

            
         

         
         
            
            	5

            
            	Réseau Jean Bernard, France

            
            	1,602 m (5,256 ft)

            
         

         
         
            
            	6

            
            	Torca del Cerro del Cuevon/ Torca de las Saxifragas, Spain

            
            	1,589 m (5,213 ft)

            
         

         
         
            
            	7

            
            	Sarma, Georgia

            
            	1,543 m (5,062 ft)

            
         

         
         
            
            	8

            
            	Shakta Vjacheslav Pantjukhina, Georgia

            
            	1,508 m (4,948 ft)

            
         

         
         
            
            	9

            
            	Sima de la Conisa/Torca Magali, Spain

            
            	1,507 m (4,944 ft)

            
         

         
         
            
            	10

            
            	Cehi 2, Slovenia

            
            	1,502 m (4,928 ft)

            
         

         
         
      

      
	
 [image: image]

	THE 10
WORST EARTHQUAKES





      
      
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Location

            
            	Date

            
            	Estimated number killed

            
         

         
         
            
            	1

            
            	Near East/Mediterranean

            
            	20 May 1202

            
            	1,100,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	2

            
            	Shenshi, China

            
            	2 Feb 1556

            
            	820,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	3

            
            	Calcutta, India

            
            	11 Oct 1737

            
            	300,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	4

            
            	Antioch, Syria

            
            	20 May 526

            
            	250,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	5

            
            	Tang-shan, China

            
            	28 Jul 1976

            
            	242,419

            
         

         
         
            
            	6

            
            	Nan-Shan, China

            
            	22 May 1927

            
            	200,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	7

            
            	Yeddo,Japan

            
            	30 Dec 1703

            
            	190,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	8

            
            	Kansu, China

            
            	16 Dec 1920

            
            	180,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	9

            
            	Messina, Italy

            
            	28 Dec 1908

            
            	160,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	10

            
            	Tokyo/Yokohama, Japan

            
            	1 Sep 1923

            
            	142,807

            
         

         
         
      

      
      There are often discrepancies between ‘official’ death tolls and the estimates given by other authorities: for example, a
         figure of 750,000 is sometimes quoted for the Tang-shan earthquake of 1976. Several other earthquakes in China and Turkey
         resulted in the deaths of 100,000 or more. In recent times, the Armenian earthquake of 7 December 1988 and that which struck
         north-west Iran on 21 June 1990 caused the deaths of more than 55,000 (official estimate: 28,854) and 50,000 respectively.
         The famous earthquake that destroyed San Francisco on 18 April 1906 killed between 500 and 1,000, mostly in the fires that
         followed the shock. The earthquake that struck Kobe, Japan (now officially known as the Hyougo-ken Nanbu earthquake), at 5.46
         a.m. on 17 January 1995 was exceptionally precisely monitored by the rescue authorities and indicates the severity of an earthquake
         affecting a densely populated urban area. It left 3,842 dead and 14,679 injured. A further 114,679 people were immediately
         evacuated, the total rising by 26 January to 232,403. Reaching 7.2 on the Richter scale, the initial shock completely destroyed
         54,949 buildings and damaged a further 31,783, while the fires that followed devastated an area of 65.85 hectares (162.72
         acres), including 7,377 buildings.
      

      
      
      
	THE 10
WORST EPIDEMICS
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            	Epidemic

            
            	Location

            
            	Date

            
            	Estimated number killed

            
         

         
         
            
            	1

            
            	Black Death

            
            	Europe/ Asia

            
            	1347–80s

            
            	75,000,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	2

            
            	Influenza

            
            	Worldwide

            
            	1918–20

            
            	20–40,000,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	3

            
            	AIDS

            
            	Worldwide

            
            	1981–

            
            	>25,000,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	4

            
            	Plague of Justinian

            
            	Europe/ Asia

            
            	541–90

            
            	25,000,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	5

            
            	Bubonic plague

            
            	India

            
            	1896–1948

            
            	12,000,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	6

            
            	Antonine plague (probably smallpox)

            
            	Roman Empire

            
            	165–80

            
            	5,000,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	7

            
            	Typhus

            
            	Eastern Europe

            
            	1918–22

            
            	3,000,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	8=

            
            	Smallpox

            
            	Mexico

            
            	1530–45

            
            	1,000,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Cholera

            
            	Russia

            
            	1852–60

            
            	1,000,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	10

            
            	‘Plague of Orosius’

            
            	Roman Empire

            
            	125

            
            	1,000,000

            
         

         
         
      

      
      Precise figures for deaths during the disruptions of epidemics are inevitably unreliable, but the Black Death or bubonic plague,
         probably transmitted by fleas from infected rats, swept across Asia and Europe in the 14th century, destroying entire populations,
         including more than half the inhabitants of London, some 25 million in Europe and 50 million in Asia.
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	THE 10
WORST VOLCANIC ERUPTIONS




      
      
      
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Location

            
            	Date

            
            	Estimated number killed

            
         

         
         
            
            	1

            
            	Tambora, Indonesia

            
            	5–12 Apr 1815

            
            	92,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	It has been calculated that between 1600 and 1982 a total of 160,783 people lost their lives as a result of volcanoes in Indonesia,
               the greatest number for any region in the world. The cataclysmic eruption of Tambora on the island of Sumbawa killed about
               10,000 islanders immediately, with a further 82,000 dying subsequently (38,000 on Sumbawa and 44,000 on neighbouring Lombok)
               from disease and famine because crops were destroyed. An estimated 1.7 million tonnes of ash was hurled into the atmosphere.
               This blocked out the sunlight and affected the weather over large areas of the globe during the following year. One effect
               of this was to produce brilliantly coloured sunsets, as depicted strikingly in paintings from the period, especially in the
               works of J. M. W. Turner. It even influenced literary history when, kept indoors by inclement weather at the Villa Diodati
               on Lake Geneva, Lord Byron and his companions amused themselves by writing horror stories, one of which was Mary Shelley’s
               classic, Frankenstein.

            
            	 

            
            	 

         

         
         
            
            	2

            
            	Krakatoa, Sumatra/Java

            
            	26–27 Aug 1883

            
            	36,380

            
         

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	After a series of eruptions over the course of several days, the uninhabited island of Krakatoa exploded with what may have
               been the biggest bang ever heard by humans, audible up to 4,800 km (3,000 miles) away. Some sources put the fatalities as
               high as 200,000, most of them killed by subsequent tsunamis that reached 30 m (100 ft) high. The events were portrayed in
               the 1969 film Krakatoa, East of Java – though purists should note that Krakatoa is actually west of Java.
            

            
            	 

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	3

            
            	Mont Pelée, Martinique

            
            	8 May 1902

            
            	27,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	After lying dormant for centuries, Mont Pelée began to erupt in April 1902. Assured that there was no danger, the residents
               of the main city, St Pierre, stayed in their homes and were there when, at 7.30 a.m. on 8 May, the volcano burst apart and
               showered the port with molten lava, ash and gas, destroying virtually all life and property. Among the survivors was Louis-Auguste
               Sylbaris, a prisoner in the St Pierre jail, who later joined Barnum and Bailey’s circus as ‘The Amazing Survivor of Mont Pelée’.
            

            
         

         
         
            
            	4
            

            
            	Nevado del Ruiz, Colombia

            
            	13 Nov 1985

            
            	22,940

            
         

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	The Andean volcano gave warning signs of erupting, but by the time it was decided to evacuate the local inhabitants, it was
               too late. The hot steam, rocks and ash ejected from Nevado del Ruiz melted its icecap, resulting in a mudslide that completely
               engulfed the town of Armero.
            

            
            	 

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	5

            
            	Mount Etna, Sicily

            
            	11 Mar 1669

            
            	up to 20,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Europe’s largest volcano (3,280 m/10,760 ft) has erupted frequently, but the worst instance occurred in 1669, when the lava
               flow engulfed the town of Catania, according to some accounts killing as many as 20,000.
            

            
            	 

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	6

            
            	Mount Etna, Sicily

            
            	1169

            
            	over 15,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Large numbers died in Catania Cathedral, where they believed they would be safe, and more were killed when a tsunami caused
               by the eruption hit the port of Messina.
            

            
            	 

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	7

            
            	Unzen,Japan

            
            	1 Apr 1792

            
            	14,300

            
         

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	During a period of intense volcanic activity in the area, the island of Unzen (or Unsen) completely disappeared, killing all
               its inhabitants.
            

            
            	 

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	8

            
            	Laki, Iceland

            
            	Jan–Jun 1783

            
            	9,350

            
         

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Iceland is one of the most volcanically active places on Earth, but being sparsely populated eruptions seldom result in major
               loss of life. The worst exception occurred at the Laki volcanic ridge, culminating on 11 June with the largest ever recorded
               lava flow. It engulfed many villages in a river of lava up to 80 km (50 miles) long and 30 m (100 ft) deep, releasing poisonous
               gases that killed those who managed to escape.
            

            
            	 

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	9

            
            	Kelut, Indonesia

            
            	19 May 1919

            
            	5,110

            
         

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Dormant since 1901, Kelut erupted without warning, ejecting a crater lake that killed inhabitants by drowning or in resultant
               mudslides. The volcano remains active, erupting as recently as 2007.
            

            
            	 

            
            	 

            
         

         
         
            
            	10

            
            	Galunggung, Indonesia

            
            	8 Oct 1882

            
            	4,011

            
         

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Galunggung erupted suddenly, spewing boiling mud, burning sulphur, ash and rocks before finally exploding and destroying a
               total of 114 villages. A further eruption in 1982 killed 68 people.
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	THE 10
WORST FLOODS





      
      
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Location

            
            	Date

            
            	Estimated number killed

            
         

         
         
            
            	1

            
            	Huang He River, China

                        	Aug 1931

            
            	3,700,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	2

            
            	Huang He River, China

            
            	Spring 1887


            	1,500,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	3

            
            	Holland

            
            	1 Nov 1530

            
            	400,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	4

            
            	Kaifong, China

            
            	1642

            
            	300,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	5

            
            	Henan, China

            
            	Sep–Nov 1939

            
            	>200,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	6

            
            	Bengal, India

            
            	1876

            
            	200,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	7

            
            	Yangtze River, China

            
            	Aug–Sep 1931

            
            	140,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	8

            
            	Holland

            
            	1646

            
            	110,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	9

            
            	North Vietnam

            
            	30 Aug 1971

            
            	>100,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	10=

            
            	Friesland, Holland

            
            	1228

            
            	100,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Dordrecht, Holland

            
            	16 Apr 1421

            
            	100,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Yangtze River, China

            
            	Sep 1911

            
            	100,000

            
         

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Canton, China

            
            	12 Jun 1915

            
            	100,000

            
         

         
         
      

      
      Records of floods caused by China’s Huang He (or Yellow) River date back to 2297 BC. Since then, it has flooded at least 1,500
         times, resulting in millions of deaths and giving it the nickname ‘China’s Sorrow’. According to some accounts, the flood
         of 1887 may have resulted in as many as 6 million deaths, as over 2,000 towns and villages were inundated. In modern times,
         an extensive programme of damming and dyke-building has reduced the danger. Nevertheless, in the 1990s almost 70 per cent
         of the 1,026.7 million people worldwide affected by floods were Chinese.
      

      
      

	THE 10
FIRST EXPEDITIONS TO REACH THE NORTH POLE OVERLAND*
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            	Name†/country
            

            
            	Date

            
         

         
         
            
            	1

            
            	Ralph S. Plaisted, USA

            
            	19 Apr 1968

            
         

         
         
            
            	2

            
            	Wally W. Herbert, UK

            
            	5 Apr 1969

            
         

         
         
            
            	3

            
            	Naomi Uemura, Japan

            
            	1 May 1978

            
         

         
         
            
            	4

            
            	Dmitri Shparo, USSR

            
            	31 May 1979

            
         

         
         
            
            	5

            
            	Sir Ranulph Fiennes/Charles Burton, UK

            
            	11 Apr 1982

            
         

         
         
            
            	6

            
            	Will Steger/Paul Schurke, USA

            
            	1 May 1986

            
         

         
         
            
            	7

            
            	Jean-Louis Etienne, France

            
            	11 May 1986

            
         

         
         
            
            	8

            
            	Fukashi Kazami, Japan

            
            	20 Apr 1987

            
         

         
         
            
            	9

            
            	Helen Thayer, USA‡

            
            	20 Apr 1988

            
         

         
         
            
            	10

            
            	Robert Swan, UK

            
            	14 May 1989

            
         

         
         
      


      * Confirmed only

      † Expedition leader or co-leader

      ‡ New Zealand-born


      These expeditions – which discount any that are disputed, such as those of rival American explorers Frederick Cook and Robert
         Peary in 1909 – used a variety of methods to reach the Pole. Plaisted’s used snowmobiles, Herbert’s sledges, Shparo’s was
         on skis. Sir Ranulph Fiennes’s expedition, with snowmobiles, was the first to reach both the South (17 Dec 1980) and North
         Poles. Etienne’s was the first solo, on skis, and that of Helen Thayer, aged 50, the first solo female conquest of the Pole.
         Kazami undertook his journey on a 250–cc motorcycle and Swan was first to reach both Poles on foot.
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	TOP 10
DEADLIEST SNAKES




      
      
      
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Snake/scientific name

            
            	Estimated lethal dose for humans (mg)

            
            	Potential humans killed per bite

            
            	Average venom per bite (mg)

            
         

         
         
            
            	1

            
            	Coastal taipan (Oxyuranus scutellatus)
            

            
            	1

            
            	120

            
            	120

            
         

         
         
            
            	2

            
            	Common krait (Bungarus caeruleus)
            

            
            	0.5

            
            	42

            
            	84

            
         

         
         
            
            	3

            
            	Philippine cobra (Naja naja philippinensis)
            

            
            	2

            
            	120

            
            	60

            
         

         
         
            
            	4=

            
            	King cobra (Ophiophagus hannah)
            

            
            	20

            
            	1,000

            
            	50

            
         

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Russell’s viper (Daboia russelli)
            

            
            	3

            
            	150

            
            	50

            
         

         
         
            
            	6

            
            	Black mamba (Dendroaspis polyepis)
            

            
            	3

            
            	135

            
            	45

            
         

         
         
            
            	7

            
            	Yellow-jawed tommygoff (Bothrops asper)
            

            
            	25

            
            	1,000

            
            	40

            
         

         
         
            
            	8=

            
            	Multibanded krait (Bungarus multicinctus)
            

            
            	0.8

            
            	28

            
            	35

            
         

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Tiger snake (Notechis scutatus)
            

            
            	1

            
            	35

            
            	35

            
         

         
         
            
            	10

            
            	Jararacussu (Bothrops jararacussu)
            

            
            	25

            
            	800

            
            	32

            
         

         
         
      

      
      Source: Russell E. Gough

      
      
      
	TOP 10
DEADLY CREATURES

	[image: image]



      
      
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
            
            	1

            
            	Candiru

            
         

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Found in South American rivers, they can enter a man’s body via his penis and, unless surgically removed, cause painful death.

            
         

         
         
            
            	2

            
            	Electric eel

            
         

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Freshwater electric eels can discharge up to 650 volts, enough to kill a human.

            
         

         
         
            
            	3

            
            	Mosquito

            
         

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Mosquito-borne malaria has killed more people than any other disease.

            
         

         
         
            
            	4

            
            	Piranha

            
         

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Living in the rivers of South America, these small but incredibly ferocious fish can strip an animal to the bone in minutes.

            
         

         
         
            
            	5

            
            	Golden poison frog

            
         

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Used to tip arrows, the poison from this native of Colombia is sufficient to kill 10 to 20 adults.

            
         

         
         
            
            	6

            
            	Japanese puffer

            
         

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	An expensive delicacy in Japan, if they are incorrectly prepared the powerful nerve poison they contain has no known antidote.

            
         

         
         
            
            	7

            
            	Scorpion

            
         

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Scorpions are capable of inflicting painful stings, but seldom cause death in healthy adults.

            
         

         
         
            
            	8

            
            	Sea wasp

            
         

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Also known as box jellyfish, the sea wasp has tentacles up to 9 m (30 ft) long. Its venom can cause death within three minutes.

            
         

         
         
            
            	9

            
            	Stingray

            
         

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Although they rarely kill, Australian naturalist Steve Irwin died when one pierced his heart.

            
         

         
         
            
            	10

            
            	Tiger

            
         

         
         
            
            	 

            
            	In India, a tigress known as the ‘Champawat man-eater’, killed a record 436 people before she was shot in 1907 by British
               big-game hunter Jim Corbett.
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	TOP 10
MOST COMMON ANIMAL PHOBIAS





      
      
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Animal

            
            	Medical term

            
         

         
         
            
            	1

            
            	Spiders

            
            	Arachnephobia or arachnophobia

            
         

         
         
            
            	2

            
            	Snakes

            
            	Ophidiophobia, ophiophobia, ophiciophobia, herpetophobia or snakephobia

            
         

         
         
            
            	3

            
            	Wasps

            
            	Spheksophobia

            
         

         
         
            
            	4

            
            	Birds (especially pigeons)
            

            
            	Ornithophobia

            
         

         
         
            
            	5

            
            	Mice

            
            	Musophobia or muriphobia

            
         

         
         
            
            	6

            
            	Fish

            
            	Ichthyophobia

            
         

         
         
            
            	7

            
            	Bees

            
            	Apiphobia or apiophobia

            
         

         
         
            
            	8

            
            	Dogs

            
            	Cynophobia or kynophobia

            
         

         
         
            
            	9

            
            	Caterpillars and other insects

            
            	Entomophobia

            
         

         
         
            
            	10

            
            	Cats

            
            	Ailurophobia, elurophobia, felinophobia, galeophobia or gatophobia

            
         

         
         
      

      
      A phobia is a morbid fear that is out of all proportion to the object of the fear. Phobias directed at creatures that may
         bite, sting or carry disease, such as rabid dogs or rats during the Plague, are understandable. Such fears are so widespread
         that they have been readily exploited in films, including Snakes on a Plane (2006), Arachnophobia (1990), The Swarm (1978) and The Birds (1963).
      

      
      
      
	THE 10
TYPES OF SHARK THAT HAVE 
KILLED THE MOST HUMANS
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            	Shark

            
            	Unprovoked attacks*

            
            	Fatalities†
               
            

            
         

         
         
            
            	1

            
            	Great white

            
            	237

            
            	64

            
         

         
         
            
            	2

            
            	Tiger

            
            	86

            
            	28

            
         

         
         
            
            	3

            
            	Bull

            
            	75

            
            	23

            
         

         
         
            
            	4

            
            	Requiem

            
            	30

            
            	8

            
         

         
         
            
            	5

            
            	Blue

            
            	12

            
            	4

            
         

         
         
            
            	6=

            
            	Sand tiger

            
            	30

            
            	2

            
         

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Shortfin mako

            
            	8

            
            	2

            
         

         
         
            
            	8=

            
            	Blacktip

            
            	28

            
            	1

            
         

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Oceanic whitetip

            
            	5

            
            	1

            
         

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Dusky

            
            	3

            
            	1

            
         

         
         
            
            	=

            
            	Galapagos

            
            	1

            
            	1

            
         

         
         
      

      * 1580–2007

      † Where fatalities are equal, entries are ranked by total attacks

     
      Source: International Shark Attack File, Florida Museum of Natural History

      
      Out of 41 species of shark, these are the only ones on record as having actually killed humans. A total of 631 attacks resulted
         in 135 fatalities.
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	TOP 10
HEAVIEST SALTWATER FISH CAUGHT




      
      
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Fish/scientific name

            
            	Angler/location/date

            
            	Weight

            
         

         
         
            
            	1

            
            	Great white shark (Carcharodon carcharias)
            

            
            	Alfred Dean, Ceduna, South Australia, 21 Apr 1959

            
            	1,208.38 kg (2,664 lb)

            
         

         
         
            
            	2

            
            	Tiger shark (Galeocerdo cuvier)
            

            
            	Kevin James Clapson, Ulladulla, Australia, 28 Mar 2004

            
            	809.98 kg (1,785 lb 11 oz)

            
         

         
         
            
            	3

            
            	Greenland shark (Somniosus Microcephalus)
            

            
            	Terje Nordtvedt, Trondheimsfjord, Norway, 18 Oct 1987

            
            	774.99 kg (1,708 lb 9 oz)

            
         

         
         
            
            	4

            
            	Black marlin (Istiompax marlina)
            

            
            	Alfred C. Glassell Jr, Cabo Blanco, Peru, 4 Aug 1953

            
            	707.61 kg (1,560 lb)

            
         

         
         
            
            	5

            
            	Bluefin tuna (Thunnus thynnus)
            

            
            	Ken Fraser, Aulds Cove, Nova Scotia, Canada, 26 Oct 1979

            
            	678.58 kg (1,496 lb)

            
         

         
         
            
            	6

            
            	Atlantic blue marlin (Makaira nigricans)
            

            
            	Paulo Amorim, Vitoria, Brazil, 29 Feb 1992

            
            	636.99 kg (1,402 lb 2 oz)

            
         

         
         
            
            	7
            

            
            	Pacific blue marlin (Makaira nigricans)
            

            
            	Jay W. de Beaubien, Kaaiwi Point, Kona, Hawaii, USA, 31 May 1982

            
            	624.14 kg (1,376 lb)

            
         

         
         
            
            	8

            
            	Sixgilled shark (Hexanchus griseus)
            

            
            	Clemens Rump, Ascension Island, 21 Nov 2002

            
            	588.76 kg (1,298 lb)

            
         

         
         
            
            	9

            
            	Great hammerhead shark (Sphyrna mokarran)
            

            
            	Bucky Dennis, Boca Grande, Florida, USA, 23 May 2006

            
            	580.60 kg (1,280 lb)

            
         

         
         
            
            	10

            
            	Shortfin mako shark (Isurus oxyrinchus)
            

            
            	Luke Sweeney, Chatham, Massachusetts, USA, 21 July 2001

            
            	553.84 kg (1,221 lb)

            
         

         
         
      

      
      Source: International Game Fish Association
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	TOP 10
HEAVIEST FRESHWATER FISH CAUGHT





      
      
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
            
            	 

            
            	Fish/scientific name

            
            	Angler/location/date

            
            	Weight

            
         

         
         
            
            	1

            
            	White sturgeon (Acipenser transmontanus)
            

            
            	Joey Pallotta III, Benicia, California, USA, 9 Jul 1983

            
            	212.28 kg (468 lb)

            
         

         
         
            
            	2

            
            	Alligator gar (Atractosteus spatula)
            

            
            	Bill Valverde, Rio Grande, Texas, USA, 2 Dec 1951

            
            	126.55 kg (279 lb)
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