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Éscossois sauvage (‘Savage Scotsman’) by Lucas de Heere, c. 1567–80. The earliest surviving representation of tartan.





In memory of Geordie Hamish 1894-1966.
George, son of Donald, son of George, son of James Mackay, all of whom lived at lnveraver in Sutherland, where he died. His deep wisdom, his wit, his princely manners and his philosophy of life will never be forgotten.





Introduction


The origins of Scotland’s clans and of their distinctive dress are wrapped in controversy. Yet their story can be traced back with certainty to the middle of the 5th century, and to Ireland where the Scots then lived. Here the earliest historical High King was known as Niall Noigiallach (of the Nine Hostages), whose descendants of the O’Neill dynasty expanded northwards into Ulster. As a result Fergus Mór of the little kingdom of Dalriada moved his seat of government from northern Ireland, and crossed the sea to found a new Dalriada for his Scots in the land that now bears their name. In 563 a prince of the house of O’Neill called Colum Cille (Dove of the Church) joined them there, and is remembered today as Saint Columba. A century later the Scots were organised in three principal kindreds from Ardnamurchan in the north to Kintyre in the south: the kindreds of Lorne, Angus and Gabran.


In the course of time these kindreds, and the dynasties of the Celtic church, proliferated into the clans of mediaeval record. To the north and west of them lived the Picts, to the west and south the Britons, while their first serious encounter with Germanic peoples occurred early in the 9th century when the Viking longships appeared. The Scots held their own against all these peoples. Their Gaelic tongue replaced Pictish throughout the Highlands; it replaced the Welsh tongue in large areas of south-western Scotland; it drove the Norse language from every island in the Hebrides. And when the Gaels were in the death-throes of their final struggle against another Germanic people, the English speakers of the south, they gained their last and most spectacular victory. After every attempt had been made to destroy their ancient clan organization and their distinctive dress, these were adopted as the proper emblems of all Scots throughout the world.


The most distinctive garment which the Scots brought with them from Ireland, and which had probably been worn in the reign of Niall, is called in Gaelic léine. It was a form of shirt which men wore of a length that ended a little above the knee. Probably it was generally made of linen, and although the earliest references describe it simply as light-coloured, it was probably of the yellow shade which led to the English description of it as a saffron shirt. There are ample descriptions of this garment throughout the 16th century, of which that of a French visitor in 1556 is typical: ‘They wear no clothes except their dyed shirts and light woollen coverings of several colours’ [certaines couvertures légères faites de laine de plusieurs couleurs]. It was at about the same time that a cleric in the north of Scotland commented on this spartan attire in a letter to Henry VIII of England. ‘We of all people can tolerate, suffer and away best with cold, for both summer and winter (except when the frost is most vehement), going always bare-legged and bare-footed.’


There is no evidence that the Scottish Gaels continued the Irish practice of marking the léine with stripes to indicate the rank of the wearer. A high king wore seven stripes, one of them purple. The Ollamh (chief man of learning) wore six, a striking reminder of the importance attached to scholarship. But in the 17th century the shirt gradually went out of use in Scotland, while the ‘coverings of several colours’ grew in size and significance. At the Battle of Kilsyth in 1645 the Royalist general Montrose instructed his soldiers to put away their plaids and knot the ends of their shirts between their legs. But many of his men actually came from Ireland, while others from the west had perhaps not been affected by the ruin of the Irish linen export trade that resulted from the Elizabethan conquest.


Meanwhile wool, a commodity that had been rare in the Highlands, was now becoming available to all. And so the rug grew into the ample plaid which a Highlander could pleat round his waist in many folds, draw over his head when it rained, and roll himself up in to sleep at night. It expanded, in fact, into a garment measuring five feet in width, and between twelve and fifteen feet in length. The belted plaid took the place of the léine as a covering for the lower half of the body. This had been long enough for Montrose's men to be able to knot the ends between their legs for the sake of decency in 1645. The earliest portraits of men wearing the belted plaid show its apron reaching to about the same length, almost to the knee. Yet there is evidence that it by no means always did so. When William Sacheverell was appointed in 1688 to recover stores from the sunken Armada ship in Tobermory Bay, he observed that a minimum of the plaid was being worn below the belt: ‘It is loose and flowing, like the mantles our painters give their heroes. Their thighs are bare, with brawny muscles. Nature has drawn all her strokes bold and masterly; what is covered is only adapted to necessity. What should be concealed is hid with a large shot-pouch.’ This helps to explain why the logical French called the sporran, which is simply the Gaelic for a purse, a cache-sexe.


With his philibeg an’ tartan plaid,/An’ guid claymore down by his side,/The ladies’ hearts he did trepan,/My gallant, braw John Highlandman. ‘The Jolly Beggar’, Robert Burns


In about 1730 another Englishman, an official of the Forfeited Estates Commission of the name of Burt, wrote comments on the way this dress was worn which confirm and amplify those of Sacheverell: ‘A small part of the plaid, which is not so large as the former, is set in folds and girt round the waist to make of it a short petticoat that reaches half way down the thigh, and the rest is brought over the shoulders, and then fastened before, below the neck.’ He adds later: ‘The stocking rises no higher than the thick of the calf, and from the middle of the thigh to the middle of the leg is a naked space ... and for the most part they wear the petticoat so very short, that in a windy day, going up a hill, or stooping, the indecency of it is plainly discovered.’


By this time the patterns woven into the plaids had already become elaborated into what are today called tartans. The original French word tartaine had no reference to design or colour, but defined a type of material. But it was already acquiring its new association by 1538, when it was used in the Lord High Treasurer’s accounts. James IV had abolished the Lordship of the Isles, and his son James V was continuing his aggressive policy towards Gaelic Scotland in an attempt to bring it at last within the effective jurisdiction of the crown. James IV had learned the Gaelic language, and the accounts show that James V adopted a form of Highland dress, a short Highland jacket of velvet, tartan trews and the long shirt. ‘Heland tertane to be hoiss’ evidently refers to the kind of tight trousers or hose of which one actual example survives from before the Forty-Five, besides numerous portraits in which they are depicted.


By 1730 Burt noticed: ‘Few besides gentlemen wear the trowze, that is, the breeches and stockings all of one piece and drawn on together; over this habit they wear a plaid, which is usually three yards long and two breadths wide, and the whole garb is made of chequered tartain.’ But there is no mention of a plaid in the 1538 accounts when James V adopted the dress of a Highland gentleman.


There is increasing reference during this century, however, to the coloured mantle noted by the French soldier Jean de Beaugué in 1556. In his Latin history published in Rome in 1578 Bishop Lesley wrote: ‘All, both nobles and common people, wore mantles of one sort (except that the nobles preferred those of several colours).’ Writing in his own incomparable Latin, George Buchanan, who possessed a Highlander’s knowledge, commented in 1581: ‘They delight in variegated garments, especially stripes, and their favourite colours are purple and blue. Their ancestors wore plaids of many colours, and numbers still retain this custom but the majority now in their dress prefer a dark brown.’ It is a pity that the use of the word ‘plaid’ depends upon James Aikman’s translation of 1827, rather than the direct testimony of Buchanan.




[image: An illustration depicts four Scottish mercenaries standing in a row, each wearing belted plaids and caps carrying muskets and bows. Behind them are other soldiers with shields.]


Scottish Mercenaries in the Thirty Years War by Georg Köler. c. 1631 This print is regarded as the earliest surviving depiction of Highland dress and the men are thought to be members of Mackay’s regiment.





The learned Robert Gordon of Straloch described the dress of Highlanders in 1594. They were still wearing the saffron linen shirt, but he described it as short. ‘In the sharp winter the Highland men wear close trowzes which cover the thighs, legs and feet.’ The summer saw the emergence of Highland dress as we know it today. ‘Their uppermost garment is a loose cloak of several ells, striped and party-coloured, which they gird breadth-wise with a leather belt, so as it scarce covers the knees.’ The proto-kilt and the proto-tartan appear to have evolved at roughly the same moment.


They had done so at about the time when most of the clans had assumed their final identifications and alignments. The bagpipe and the Gaelic language were about to give unprecedented expression to clan loyalties, triumphs and disasters. What part, if any, did those stripes and parti-colours play as symbols of a clan spirit? If they had signified anything in 1411, Lachlann Mór MacMhuirich would have exploited the fact in his battle-incitement poem at Harlaw. Yet between that date and this the actual sett of a tartan has developed something of the mystique of the colour of a regiment, and the question is, just when and how it did so.


Pride in the dress itself is an entirely different matter. A mediaeval knight was doubtless proud of his horse and arms. But his precise coat-of-arms was in the first place a form of military identification, as the tartan had not yet become by the time of the last, decisive clan conflict, the Battle of Culloden (1746). By 1594, indeed, Lughaidh Ó Cléirigh (Lewey O’Clery) distinguished Hebrideans even from their nearest kinsmen, the Irish, by their dress. ‘They were recognized among the Irish soldiers by the distinction of their arms and clothing, their habits and language, for their exterior dress was mottled cloaks of many colours.’ The distinction was lost upon foreigners when Mackay’s regiment fought in the Thirty Years’ War. Five soldiers were depicted wearing identical tartan in 1631, though they carry the belted plaid in various ways and one has adopted tartan pantaloons. The news-sheet calls them Irish, as English speakers called them likewise in their own country by this time. If they felt any loyalty to their uniform tartan, Gaelic literature is silent on the subject, and so is the unique record of their services which was published in 1637.




[image: A painting features two Highland chiefs dressed in traditional tartan attire. The chief on the left wears the Stewart tartan, with a feathered bonnet, a sporran, a sash, a sword and a dirk at his waist. The chief on the right wears the Gordon tartan and carries a musket.]


Highland Chiefs in the Stewart and Gordon Tartans by Robert Havell, 1831.





John Taylor, the ‘Water Poet’, paid a visit to Braemar in 1618 and described the Highlanders ‘with a plaid about their shoulders, which is a mantle of divers colours’. But it was the dress itself, rather than these colours, that was the object of pride. ‘As for their attire, any man of whatsoever degree that comes among them must not disdain to wear it; for if they do then they will disdain to hunt.’ A hundred years later Burt remarked the same: ‘The whole people are fond and tenacious of the Highland clothing, as you may believe by what is here to follow.’ He then describes a woman who reprimanded a Highlander for wearing Lowland costume.


By this time there is evidence of the standardization of setts. But it appears that a particular pattern had become common to a particular locality, and was only associated with a clan because different clans predominated in each district. Martin Martin testified in 1703 to the development of the weaver’s skill. ‘The Plad wore only by the men, is made of fine wool, the thread as fine as can be made of that kind; it consists of divers colours, and there is a great deal of ingenuity required in sorting the colours, so as to be agreeable to the nicest fancy. For this reason the women are at great pains, first to give an exact pattern of the Plade upon a piece of wood, having the number of every thread of the stripe on it.’ Alas, not a single sett stick has survived the proscription of Highland dress after the Forty-Five. ‘Every isle differs from each other in their fancy of making Plaids, as to the stripes in breadth and colours. This humour is as different through the mainland of the Highlands in so far that they who have seen those places is able, at the first view of a man’s Plaid, to guess the place of his residence.’


Although nobody remarked on this before Martin in 1703, it could by then have been true for a very long time. This highly developed weaving craft of the women of the Highlands could not have been introduced suddenly in a thousand scattered homes. It might have been true when Ó Cléirigh wrote his observations in Irish Gaelic in 1594, although he did not allude to it. From 1587 the annual rent to the crown from Islay consisted of sixty ells of black, white and green cloth. The lands from which this tribute was raised were occupied during almost the entire period in which it was paid by the Macleans, and to this day the tartan now called Hunting Maclean is of precisely those colours.


On the other hand, the step taken by Sir Ludovic Grant of Grant, between the date of Martin’s account and the 1715 rebellion, appears to offer contrasting evidence. He ordered that all his tenants should provide themselves with Highland dress made of red and green tartan ‘set broad-springed’. These colours predominate in the modern Grant tartan, but it was described again as ‘red and green dyce’, which sounds closer to the sett ordained by Sir Iain Moncreiffe of that Ilk for his name. Anyway, nearly a dozen family portraits of the time of Sir Ludovic Grant’s son attest that his attempt at standardization had not been supported even by his own family.


Before the Forty-Five and the proscription of Highland dress, it had undergone a final transformation. In 1743 a set of six engravings was made of soldiers of the Black Watch, showing how they wore the belted plaid in the traditional manner. But in about 1730 an Englishman named Thomas Rawlinson conducted iron smelting in Glengarry. He wore Highland dress himself, as the Water Poet had once recommended, and he noticed the inconvenience of being unable to remove the upper half when it had become drenched by rain, without being stripped of the lower half also. He accordingly divided the garment into two halves, which also enabled him to tailor the lower into the permanently pleated kilt. Iain MacDonell, who had succeeded his father as Chief of Glengarry in 1720, adopted the same dress and he was soon followed by others. The proposition that it was an Englishman who invented the kilt has been too much for many Scotsmen to swallow, but the part which Rawlinson played is sufficiently well attested. Anyway, he did not invent the kilt. He merely noticed a convenient improvement that could be made, as foreigners are so apt to do in any society.


It was called the fèileadh beag (little plaid) to distinguish it from the entire fèileadh bhreacain (plaid of tartan). Breacan is Gaelic for parti-coloured cloth, and by the time its use was forbidden it had become the rallying symbol in an outburst of indignation. Alasdair mac Mhaighstir Alasdair (Alexander MacDonald), greatest of 18th-century Gaelic bards, composed his famous eulogy An breacan uallach, ‘the gallant tartan’. He was a Jacobite, but Rob Donn Mackay in the Hanoverian Reay country expressed no less indignation over the abolition of the breacan. The ground was prepared for a wave of enthusiasm once the ban was lifted, which was to give resounding celebrity to the achievement of generations of anonymous Highland women. The intricate designs which they had evolved on simple hand-looms, to give colour as well as warmth to life in a chilly land, were adopted and developed by the Lowland Scots, manufactured by machinery, and raised to the status of their country’s most colourful emblems. Whatever doubt there may be about the earlier focus of enthusiasm, it had now shifted decisively from feileadh to breacan. Feileadh is Gaelic for ‘folded’, and thus has the same meaning as kilt, which means ‘quilted’. But breacan stands for the actual setts, which were now recovered where possible from the days before the proscription, and newly designed for surnames that had never been associated with a tartan before.


Sir Walter Scott believed that this enthusiasm had begun in the Lowlands as early as 1707, when hatred for the Union with England expressed itself in the first blush of tartan there. Obviously his own poetry and novels played a powerful part in extending the vogue, and the state visit of George IV in 1822 increased the prestige of a Highland Chiefship in fashionable society. Some exceedingly odd tartans have been invented since then, though not odder than the notion that chiefs are the fount of clan tartans. For this the unsuccessful experiment of the Grant Chief provides little authority. More books like the present one have established clan tartans than any chief, and while Queen Victoria ordained a Johore tartan, such essentially Highland clan names as Currie and MacCrimmon have simply been overlooked. It is the same in the Lowlands, where tartans have been distributed since the 19th century. The Turnbulls were as unruly a border clan as the Armstrongs yet they possess no tartan. The lack of any authority such as that of the Lord Lyon in matters of heraldry has contributed to this.


But this merely helps to emphasize the strength of the emotion which seized upon the symbol of the tartan to express a sense of kinship which has lasted in Scotland ever since the kindreds of the earliest Scots of Dalriada blossomed into clans.





Note on Scottish Names


There is no means of standardizing names in a country in which so many were first recorded in a language of such entirely different roots as English and Gaelic possess. Iain and John are interchangeable, and so are Alasdair and Alexander, and many others. There are several examples of a handful of names in bowdlerized English which could derive from several quite different Gaelic originals. It is known, however, that Beaton and MacBeth (and some other English forms) all derive from Mac Bheatha. In this case the name Beaton has been selected, and Currie and Thomson have been used in similar circumstances.


After the word Mac (Son) a capital letter has generally been used. But Mac Aoidh has been anglicized as Mackay, and Mac an Toisich as Mackintosh or Macintosh. In such cases it would obviously be ridiculous to make a capital of a letter that ought not to be there at all. Often the anglicized Irish forms are nearer to the Gaelic original than the Scottish ones: such as Magee for Mackay, and Behan for Bain. But the forms predominant in Scotland have naturally been preferred.





[image: A painting features a Highland officer pointing in military attire. He wears a feathered bonnet, a coat, a tartan kilt and a sporran. Behind him, Highland soldiers engage in intense combat, while flames and smoke rise from a burning structure. ]





Abercromby


Today Abercrombie remains a parish in Fife. William of Abercrombie did homage for his lands there in 1296 and is thus the earliest known progenitor of the Abercrombies of that Ilk, who died out in the senior stem in the 17th century. They are now represented by the Abercrombies of Birkenbog in Banffshire, who became baronets in 1636.




[image: A cut of tartan featuring colours and design unique to clan Abercromby.]


Petit alta (Lat. He seeks high deeds)





The Abercrombies have a distinctive religious record. Soon after the Catholic Church had been abolished in Scotland by Act of Parliament in 1560, John Abercromby, a Benedictine monk and author, was executed for his attacks upon the heresies of Reformed doctrine. He was the contemporary of Robert Abercromby (1534–1613), a Jesuit of the Scottish mission who was alleged to have converted Queen Anne of Denmark, wife of James VI, before her death. He suffered imprisonment once, but when £10,000 was later offered for his capture he succeeded in escaping, to die abroad. David Abercromby followed in the footsteps of these two men when he went to Douai to study, and became a Jesuit. He returned to Scotland to defend his faith against Protestantism, only to become converted to it. His celebrated volte face was first published in 1682 and reprinted in 1686 under the title Protestancy Proved Safer than Papery. As the Catholic King James VII and II had just inherited the crown, it is evident that Abercromby was concerned exclusively with spiritual safety, and that he was no Vicar of Bray. At the same time lived Patrick Abercromby (1656–?1715) of the house of Birkenbog, who remained a Catholic, wrote historical works, and also became physician to James VII.


But the Reformed doctrines had already penetrated Birkenbog itself. Alexander, the 1st Baronet, became a devout Covenanter, so that when Montrose undertook to restore the authority of Charles I in Scotland, he at once took the punitive step of quartering his troops at Birkenbog. In the military field the greatest name is that of Sir Ralph Abercromby (1734–1801), the general under whom Wellington learned his first lessons in the art of war during the dreadful winter retreat from Europe in 1795, at the outset of the Napoleonic Wars. Abercromby was then considered to be his country’s greatest general, and he shares with that other Scot, Sir John Moore, the chief credit for reforming the army which won Wellington his victories. In 1797 he was sent to Ireland, where he instantly set out to curb the English and Scottish militia forces which were committing such atrocities against the Irish. But the magnates of Dublin Castle soon secured his removal, and so he returned to active service abroad. He died from wounds received in Egypt in 1801.


Ralph Abercromby left a remarkable family. His eldest son George became Lord Abercromby; his second son, General Sir John Abercromby (1772–1817), served in India when his compatriot Gilbert Elliot, Earl of Minto, was governor-general there. Another of his sons was a soldier also, while James became Speaker of the House of Commons and was raised to the peerage as Lord Dunfermline.


Prominent among those who used the alternative spelling of this name was John Abercrombie (1780–1844), son of a clergyman of Aberdeen. By the time he was born, Scottish medicine and medical education led the way in Europe, and to them he contributed his published researches into diseases of the brain, the spinal cord and the abdomen. He had been anticipated by Patrick and David Abercromby, who both practised as physicians in the 17th century. The latter’s Nova Medicinae Praxis was sufficiently esteemed to be reprinted in Paris in 1740.






Anderson


Anderson and MacAndrew appear to mean simply ‘Son of Andrew’, but it is contended that even in its English form it may denote a servant of Scotland’s patron saint. This is certainly the meaning of the Gaelic form of the name Gillanders, Servant of Andrew. It seems likely that Andersons are of diverse stock, however their names are spelled. Although arms were granted to an Anderson of that Ilk in the 16th century, there is in fact no place from which the name can derive.




[image: A cut of tartan featuring colours and design unique to clan Anderson.]


Stand sure





However, the name rests on an extremely solid foundation of intellectual achievement, which first received European recognition when Alexander Anderson published his works on geometry and algebra at Paris between 1612 and 1619. He was born in Aberdeen, and his cousin David Anderson of Finshaugh was more locally celebrated for his mathematical skill. He earned the nickname of Davie-Do-a’-Things, and his most famous achievement was to remove a large rock that had obstructed the entrance to Aberdeen harbour. The family talent passed through a daughter to his grandson James Gregory, the inventor of the reflecting telescope.


Adam Anderson, born in about 1692, was appointed one of the trustees for establishing the colony of Georgia, under the charter granted to General Oglethorpe in 1732. Many Scotsmen emigrated there, to build and hold its fort of St Andrews against Spanish attack. But Anderson’s contribution was the scientific study Historical and Chronological Deduction of the Origin of Commerce, from the earliest accounts to the present time; containing a history of the large commercial interests of the British Empire. It was published in 1765, shortly before his death, and brought up to date in a later edition by David Macpherson. Among Adam’s contemporaries was James Anderson (1662–1728), the antiquarian born in Edinburgh to a Calvinist minister. He obtained grants from Parliament for the publication of facsimiles of Scottish charters, seals and coins, and transcribed and edited original historical documents for publication. After his death, his work was continued by Thomas Ruddiman.


A later generation included James Anderson (1739–1808), son of a farmer at Hermiston in Midlothian, a writer on agricultural themes of powerful intelligence. In 1785 appeared his Account of the Present State of the Hebrides and Western Coasts of Scotland, while the entry he wrote on ‘Monsoon’ for the first edition of the Encyclopedia Britannica in 1773 accurately predicted discoveries made by Captain Cook before he had returned from his first voyage to announce them. He was well matched by John Anderson (1726–96), born at Roseneath in Dunbartonshire, who became Professor of Natural Philosophy at Glasgow University. He invented a method of diminishing the recoil in a gun, and when the British government ignored it, he took it to Paris in 1791, where it was accepted with gratitude by the National Convention. So the professor was present to witness the return from Varennes of the unfortunate King Louis XVI. His Institutes of Physics went through five editions during his lifetime, and at his death he bequeathed all his possessions to found Anderson’s University, where non-academic classes might be held.


Meanwhile, at Carnwath in Lanarkshire, Robert Anderson, the biographer of Smollett and Johnson, was born in 1750, and in 1805, William Anderson, the minor poet and author of The Scottish Nation. His name has been given greater distinction since by the Rev. William James Anderson (1894–1972), editor of The Innes Review, Librarian of Blairs College, and scholarly editor of its documents. Among his contemporaries who used different versions of the name are Hector MacAndrew, the finest exponent of Scots fiddling in the tradition of Neil Gow, and Farquhar Gillanders, who brought this Gaelic form of it from his birthplace of Applecross in Ross-shire, to the department of Economics and Political Science at Glasgow University. But the most versatile in his abilities was John Anderson (1882–1958), created Viscount Waverley. He was born in Edinburgh and became an outstanding governor of Bengal during the critical years of 1932–7. He was perhaps the last British statesman to sit in Parliament as an Independent and attain high office. He was a member of Churchill’s cabinet, and made his contribution to the preservation of life in the Anderson shelter, which he commissioned his Scottish colleague Sir William Paterson to design before the outbreak of war.






Anstruther


The district of Anstruther lies along the north shore of the Firth of Forth, dotted with the burghs of seafaring communities – Crail and Pittenweem, St Monance and Largo. In a country with a turbulent history, its parishes enjoyed a relatively untroubled life for centuries until the 20th.
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Periissem ni periissem (Lat. I would have perished had I not persisted)





The earliest record of the family bearing its name is as early as 1100, when William de Candela was lord of Anstruther. It was then rare for such a man to possess a family name other than that of his property, and William was one of the most considerable barons in Fife. He was still alive in 1153, and the son who bore the same name after him was a benefactor of the abbey of Balmerino and died some time after the accession of William the Lion in 1165. It was the first William’s grandson Henry who first assumed the name of Anstruther in a charter of 1221.


Henry was a benefactor of the monastery of Dryburgh, and his son, another Henry, was a benefactor of both Balmerino and Dryburgh, and a crusader who accompanied St Louis of France. Thereafter their descendants played conventional parts in Scotland’s history until Sir James Anstruther of Anstruther became a favourite of that patron of handsome young men, James VI. He was appointed Hereditary Grand Carver, an office that his descendants have continued to hold to this day. His eldest son, Sir William, became a Gentleman of the Bedchamber to the king and died without an heir in 1649. But his second son, Sir Robert, also a Gentleman of the Bedchamber, left the son, Sir Philip, who succeeded as the 15th Baronet of Anstruther.


In 1651 Sir Philip was captured, fighting for Charles II at Worcester, and his estates were forfeited until the king’s restoration. His son Sir William accepted the Revolution of 1688 and in 1699 became a judge with the courtesy title of Lord Anstruther. It was the judge’s son, Sir John (1673–1754), who was created a baronet in 1700. This honour had already been anticipated in a cadet branch, when Sir Robert, third son of Sir Philip of Worcester and founder of the Balcaskie line, was created a baronet in 1694. Both lines are equally noteworthy for their prudent marriages, while that of Balcaskie is also distinguished by its military record. Robert Anstruther (1768–1809), son of the 3rd Baronet of Balcaskie, is particularly deserving of notice.


He was the brigadier-general who commanded the rearguard of Sir John Moore’s army on its famous retreat to Corunna during the Peninsular War against Napoleon. Like Moore, he died and was buried at Corunna after he had brought his men to safety.






Armstrong


It was not until 1237 that the frontier between Scotland and England was established by treaty where it remains today, though as late as the 16th century parts of it were still debatable. In the west, Cumberland which had been inhabited by Welsh-speaking Britons before the English invasions from Northumbria, lies to the south of it. It is not surprising that so many border names such as Inglis, Scott, Fleming and Wallace denote ethnic origins. To whichever of these groups the Armstrongs belonged, they are first found south of the border. It is a curious fact that the earliest reference to an Armstrong in Liddesdale occurs as late as 1376, especially considering how prolific and powerful the name was to become in this area.




[image: A cut of tartan featuring colours and design unique to clan Armstrong.]


Invictus maneo (Lat. I remain unvanquished)





The legend of its origin resembles that of the Turnbulls, another border clan, except that in one essential detail it appears to be more modern. The heroic progenitor of the Armstrongs saves a king, but not from a wild beast. With his strong arm he lifts the king on to his own horse after the king has been dismounted in battle – no mean feat in the case of a man wearing full armour. Both legends are given too late a context, and this is particularly obvious in the case of Armstrong. The name is not likely to have originated in Scotland with the rescue of a mediaeval king when it had for so long been a family name south of the border.


From Liddesdale the Armstrongs expanded into Annandale and Eskdale, and it is here, along one of the most lovely reaches of the River Esk, that their most romantic memorials are still to be seen. In about 1425 John, brother of Armstrong of Mangerton in Liddesdale, built Hollows Tower near the riverbank. The well-preserved ruin is often called Gilnockie today, the title by which Johnnie Armstrong himself is distinguished. In fact, Gilnockie stood farther along the riverbank and only its base now remains.


In the time of Johnnie Armstrong it was said that three thousand of his name, all mounted, were in virtual control of the Debatable Land. The English Warden of the Border, Lord Dacre, attacked and set fire to Hollows Tower in 1528, but the Armstrongs simply retaliated by burning Netherby. It was the King of Scots himself, James V, who disposed of Johnnie Armstrong. James had a high-handed way of suppressing disorder in his kingdom, and in 1529 he invaded his own borders with an army, imprisoning some of the most powerful men there. According to the contemporary (but imaginative) historian Robert Lindsay of Pitscottie, John of Gilnockie came to meet the king near Hawick with a tail of thirty-six horsemen. James V had them surrounded and hanged from the nearest trees. One of the finest border ballads tells how Gilnockie pleaded for his life, and exclaimed when this was refused:


To seek hot water beneath cold ice,
Surely it is a great folie–
1 have asked grace at a graceless face,
But there is none for my men and me!


In Pitscottie’s account, Gilnockie told the king: ‘I know King Harry would down-weigh my best horse with gold, to know I were condemned to die this day.’ When Henry VIII invaded Scotland in 1542 James reaped the whirlwind of his harsh methods. His army was routed at Solway Moss, many preferring to surrender tamely rather than to fight for so unpopular a king. Perhaps this contributed to the posthumous reputation of Johnnie Armstrong as a patriot who might have held the border against the English if James V had not executed him. In fact, he was a thief and a blackmailer.


Before the century was out another Armstrong of the Gilnockie branch had provided the plot for another outstanding border ballad. He was William of Kinmont Tower, whom the English ambushed in Liddesdale during a truce and carried off to the castle of Carlisle.


And have they ta’en him, Kinmont Willie,
Against the truce of border tide,
And forgotten that the bold Buccleuch
Is keeper here on the Scottish side?


In 1596 the Scottish warden, Sir Walter Scott of Buccleuch, made a surprise attack on Carlisle Castle and rescued him. A few years later the union of crowns brought peace to the borders. The Armstrongs turned to more peaceful pursuits than reiving. But four centuries have hardly dimmed the glamour of their deeds in the Debatable Land.






Baird


This is another name to which, like that of Campbell, is attached the legend of the killing of a wild boar. The king whose life was said to have been saved was William the Lion; before the first surviving charter of the 13th century, to Richard Baird of Meikle and Little Kyp in Lanarkshire. Early in the following century King Robert Bruce bestowed the barony of Cambusnethan on Robert Baird, and from there the family spread first to Banffshire, and then to Auchmeddan in Aberdeenshire. Here George Baird married a member of the great Keith family, hereditary earls marischal, and a succession of Baird sheriffs of Aberdeenshire testify to the prestige which this alliance brought them.
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Dominus fecit (Lat. The Lord has done this)





From Auchmeddan sprouted the branch of Newbyth which gave birth to John Baird. Before his death in 1698 he had become a judge of the post-revolution regime, with the courtesy title of Lord Newbyth, and a baronet. This baronetcy passed to William Baird, whose second son, David, became one of the leading generals of the Napoleonic Wars. But the world renown of this name was bestowed on it by John Logie Baird (1888–1946), whose ancestry is uncertain. He was born at Helensburgh in Dunbartonshire, son of the Rev. John Baird, and educated at Glasgow University. In 1926 he gave the world’s first demonstration of television in an attic. In 1928 took place the first transatlantic transmission. From first to last, Baird was the pioneer of every development associated with television, and few men have done more to alter the habits of the human race throughout the world.






Barclay


The Barclays, long thought to have come from Berkeley Castle in Gloucestershire, may in fact have originated at Berkley in the county of Somerset. In 1165 Sir Walter de Berkeley, 1st Lord of Gartly, was Chamberlain of Scotland. Until 1456 the chiefship of this name descended through males of the Gartly line, until it expired with Walter Barclay of Gartly, canon of Moray. It then passed with his sister to the Towie Barclay branch into which she married, which stemmed from the chamberlain’s brother Alexander. On the death of the Chief Theodore Bruce de Tollie Barclay in California in 1967, the title passed to his second cousin Peter Barclay of Towie Barclay and of that Ilk (1938–2023). The clan is currently without a chief.
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Aut agere aut mori (Lat. Either to do or die)





Meanwhile, early in the 12th century, a Theobald de Berkeley also settled in Scotland, and his descendant Alexander acquired the estate of Mathers when he married the sister of the Great Marischal of Scotland in 1351. Their son Alexander was the first to adopt the Barclay form of this surname. About a century later their descendant David was compelled to sell Mathers, and so his son (also named David) joined the many Scots who went to seek their fortune in the Thirty Years’ War, and the comparatively few who returned having found it. He acquired the estate of Urie near Stonehaven in Kincardineshire, but he was not destined to pass his retirement here in peace. In 1648 Colonel Barclay of Urie took up arms for Charles I, and under the rule of Cromwell he was several times sent as a Scottish representative to London. After the Restoration in 1660 he suffered a brief imprisonment in Edinburgh, on suspicion of hostility to the new regime, and this trivial episode was to be the most significant of his life. Sharing his prison was the laird of Swinton, another Scot who had trafficked with Cromwell’s regime. In London, Swinton had become converted to the beliefs of the Society of Friends, and in his Edinburgh prison he converted Colonel Barclay to the Quaker faith.


Barclay’s son Robert had been born in 1648 and brought up, as he later wrote, ‘amongst the strictest sort of Calvinists’. Later he was sent to the Scots College at Paris, of which his uncle Robert Barclay was rector, and there became indoctrinated with Catholic teaching. ‘In both these sects I had abundant occasion to receive impressions contrary to this principle of love: seeing the straitness of several of their doctrines, as well as their practice of persecution.’ Thus wrote Robert Barclay after he had returned from Paris in 1664, embraced the Quaker beliefs of his father, and become their most eloquent apologist. In addition to his writings, he paid missionary visits throughout Europe, sometimes in the company of William Penn. Both men did much to increase the respect in which Quakers were held, and probably to lessen the persecution which Christians of all other sects generally inflicted upon them. The greatest contrast to the Quaker Barclays of Urie is that of the branch of the house of Towie which produced the Russian field marshal Prince Michael Andreas Barclay de Tolly. He commanded the army which defeated Napoleon in 1812, three years before Wellington did the same at Waterloo.






Beaton


In the history of the Scottish Highlands and Islands this name is equalled in distinction only by that of MacMhuirich – and its modern form of Currie. In similar fashion it has been anglicised from the Gaelic Mac Bheatha, and also takes the forms Bethune and Mac Beth. Its meaning, Son of Life, is appropriate to a family which brought to Scotland the most advanced medical knowledge which reached Europe from Greece and the Arab world.
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Debonnaire (Fr. Gracious)





The Beatons came to Scotland from Ireland in the 13th century, according to tradition, in the wake of Agnes, daughter of Guy O'Cathain, when she married Angus Macdonald, Lord of the Isles. They became physicians as well as shenachies in Islay, the seat of the Lordship, and also in Skye, Mull and the Outer Hebrides. But the deposition of the Catholic King James VII and II in favour of the Calvinist King William III (and II of Scotland) in 1688 brought about the downfall of this learned dynasty. The last of its long line of scholars was the Episcopalian clergyman John Beaton, who disappeared from his charge in the island of Mull when all of his profession were required to conform to the Presbyterian establishment. By the end of the century he was in northern Ireland. At the time of the 1715 rising his widow remarried: he had died in the interval in total obscurity. Thereafter the Highlanders were left to salvage what traditions they could of the medical knowledge of the Beatons, and to search their untended gardens for plants which they believed to possess healing powers. So it might be believed that the Beatons were mere purveyors of primitive magic.


But before the Rev. John Beaton and his great manuscript library vanished, a Welshman named Edward Lhuyd, second keeper of the Ashmolean Museum at Oxford, traced him to Ireland, visited him there, and drew up a list of part of the contents of his library. Much of the poetry, history and legend was extremely ancient. But in addition to tales of pre-Christian Ireland, Lhuyd found the earliest account of the fall of Troy translated into any European language apart from Latin, a tale of Charlemagne, and another of French origin.


It is the medical treatises which Lhuyd listed, however, that are of the greatest significance. For we know now that it was the Arabs who preserved and built upon Greek medical science, and that the very Crusaders sometimes asked for and were provided with Arab doctors, to save them from the ignorance and superstition that passed for medical knowledge in Christendom. The Gaelic library of the Beatons contained not only the Aphorisms of the Greek Hippocrates, but also 424 leaves in folio of the foremost Arab scientist Averroes. Among European works it included the Lilium Medicinae, and a 13th-century treatise which had been published in Padua in 1483. ‘Yea, very many other books,’ wrote Lhuyd in Welsh at the end of his list.






Black Watch


Between the Jacobite risings of 1715 and 1745, the most able upholder of the Hanoverian interest in the Highlands was George Wade, created a field marshal in 1743. It was he who constructed the roads whose bridges are still such an attractive feature of the northern landscape. Wade came to the Highlands in 1724, and in the following year a military police force, or ‘watch’, was formed in six independent companies. Three were commanded by Lord Lovat, Grant of Ballindalloch, and Munro of Culcairn. The other three were commanded by Campbells, and all wore their several tartans.
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Despite this variety, they were known as Am Freiceadan Dubh (The Black Watch) to distinguish them from the Red Coats. In 1739 their numbers were increased to ten companies and a thousand men, and they were embodied as the 43rd Regiment. It was now that a uniform tartan was designed for them, known ever since as the Black Watch tartan. Comparison with the Campbell tartan shows that the two setts are identical, and that it is only the shades of colour that give the two such a different appearance. Yet there is no evidence that this was the Campbell sett before it was adopted by the 43rd Regiment, although it might appear plausible in view of the dominant Campbell influence when the Black Watch was first formed.


In 1749 it became the 42nd Regiment, when the old 42nd was reduced. By 1815 its tartan was being identified as the Sutherland, Campbell, Munro, Grant, Black Watch or Government sett.






Boyd


The Gaelic for Bute, the island next in size to Arran in the Firth of Clyde, is Bod, and its genitive case is Boid. The first in Scottish records to take their name from this island were vassals of the de Morevilles and may have accompanied them from England. In 1205 Dominus Robertus de Boyd witnessed a contract, and throughout the 13th century the name is found in many parts of south-west Scotland. During the Scottish Wars of Independence Sir Robert de Boyt was taken prisoner in 1306 while Duncan Boyd was hanged in the same year for aiding the Bruce. The royal connection was strengthened in the reign of the Stewarts, when Malcolm de Bute became chaplain to Robert 111 in 1405, and Thomas Boyd was selected as one of the hostages for the King of Scots in 1425.
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Confido (Lat. I trust)





In the same century Robert, eldest son of Sir Thomas Boyd of Kilmarnock, carried out a daring coup d’état, such as occur in the history of all nations. He had been created Lord Boyd in 1454 by James II, who was blown up by a cannon, leaving an infant son to succeed him. In 1460 Lord Boyd became regent for young James III, and in 1466 the king’s instructor in knightly exercises. He then kidnapped his charge and obtained an Act of Parliament and the royal assent appointing him sole governor of the realm. His rule was competent, and his position was cemented in 1467 when he was appointed great chamberlain for life. His son married the king’s sister Mary and was created Earl of Arran and Lord Kilmarnock. In 1468 Boyd negotiated the royal marriage with Norway which brought the Orkney islands to the Scottish crown.


But the Boyds were now as close to the crown as the Stewarts had been under the last Bruce sovereign, and their rivals struck. Boyd and his brother Alexander of Duncole were sentenced to death by Parliament for treason. Boyd fled to England; his brother was executed. The Earl of Arran fled abroad with his royal wife and there died, after earning the highest praises for his character and abilities from Sir John Paston. The Princess Mary was compelled to marry James, Lord Hamilton, who was created Earl of Arran, and thus placed the Hamiltons next in line to the throne instead of the Boyds. It was to prove a poor exchange.


But Lord Boyd’s second son survived, and his title was restored to his grandson in 1536. The 10th Lord Boyd was created Earl of Kilmarnock in 1661 for his family’s services to Charles II. The 3rd Earl supported the Union with England in 1707, but the 4th Earl commanded the cavalry of Prince Charles at Culloden and was beheaded on Tower Hill and his earldom forfeited. However, his second son became 15th Earl of Erroll by inheritance from his great–aunt, and adopted the surname of Hay. To this title the barony of Kilmarnock was added in 1831. So when the 22nd Earl of Erroll died in 1941, leaving a daughter as Chief of Clan Hay and Countess of Erroll, his brother resumed the name of Boyd and became 6th Baron Kilmarnock as Chief of Clan Boyd. He was succeeded in 1975 by the 7th Baron Kilmarnock (1927–2009). The barony and clan title are currently unclaimed.






Brodie


In 1646 Lord Lewis Gordon captured Brodie Castle near Forres in Moray and destroyed its muniments. It may be on this account that so little is known for certain of the origins of a family of such evident antiquity. Michael Brodie of Brodie received a charter for his properties from Robert Bruce, but he was not one of the many incomers among whom King Robert parcelled out the lands of the defeated Comyns as a reward for their support. The charter states that he held the thanages of Brodie and Dyke as heir to his father, Malcolm of Brodie. So he was a survivor of the old aristocratic order of what had once been Macbeth’s kingdom, and, earlier still, the Pictish realm of the Brucie kings.
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Unite





A finely carved Pictish symbol stone still stands close to the castle as a memento of the dynasty which Saint Columba came here to visit, while beyond lies the blasted heath on which Macbeth was reputed to have met the witches. The name of Brodie is almost indistinguishable from the king name of the dynasty which ruled here before the coming of Kenneth MacAlpin. None of this adds up to evidence that the Brodies have preserved a male line of the royal family which used a system of matrilinear succession in the remotest period of Scottish history. On the other hand, no alternative explanation for their origins is more probable. It is perhaps significant that the Brodie chiefs regarded their names as that of a family, not of a clan.


From the time of Bruce until the 16th century, the succession of the thanes of Brodie continued in the male line, but remarkably little is known of their activities or of their junior branches. Where their marriages remain on record, their wives possess the principal names of the neighbourhood, Dunbar and Douglas, Sutherland and Hay. As early as Robert Bruce’s reign Michael of Brodie was the object of a complaint from the prior of neighbouring Pluscarden Abbey. The king ordered Brodie to repair the pond which enabled the local mill to operate, as his family had been responsible for doing in Alexander III’s reign, ‘that it may not behove the Prior and abbey of Pluscarden to have recourse to us with just complaint of your defect in this matter’. The mill upon which Pluscarden depended crops up again in documents of 1466 and 1540, but before long matters of far graver moment were to disturb the peace of that pleasant neighbourhood.


Alexander of Brodie died in 1583, leaving David Brodie his heir by his first marriage. By his second marriage he left five sons and five daughters, and their mother’s family attempted to disinherit David in favour of her own eldest son. The plot failed, and so it was David’s son Alexander (1617–80) who succeeded as Brodie of Brodie. He was a fanatical Presbyterian, and in 1640 he led the party which descended upon Elgin Cathedral to mutilate its carvings in stone and wood and to destroy its paintings of the Crucifixion and the Last Judgment. Ten years later he was sent by the General Assembly to persuade Charles II to sign the National Covenant and to invite him to Scotland as king.


After Charles’ defeat at Worcester, Brodie ‘resolved in the strength of the Lord to eschew and avoid employment under Cromwell’. But he was still fined at the Restoration, for Charles II found it hard to forgive the men who had tried to force their Calvinist beliefs upon him as the price of their allegiance. Alexander had filled the office of a Lord of Session during this troubled period, and his diary, which has been published, contains much valuable political information as well as formidable piety.


In 1727 his namesake Alexander (1697–1754) became Lyon King of Arms, but the family has continued to maintain its tradition of avoiding any part in public affairs corresponding to its social consequence. It has watched other families rise and fall while, since time immemorial, it has continued to occupy the same home. Here in 1972 Mrs Helena Brodie of Brodie made a remarkable discovery in a loft in which pigeons nested. Beneath a complete set of Bleau atlases, their bindings disfigured by bird droppings, lay a vellum pontifical which has been dated to about the year 1000, and which shows evidence of associations with Durham. The Brodie Pontifical (now in the British Museum) is therefore earlier than the reign of Saint Margaret and the advent of Turgot of Durham, older than Elgin Cathedral itself. Mysterious as its origins are, it bears an appropriate name.


In 1979 Ninian Brodie of Brodie conveyed Brodie Castle to the National Trust for Scotland, in whose care it is now open to the public.






Bruce


At Brix, in Normandy the ruins of Adam de Brus’s 11th-century castle are still to be seen. In 1066 Robert de Brus crossed to England with William the Conqueror, and when David I, hitherto the greatest baron in England, went to Scotland in 1124 to become king there, the 2nd Robert Bruce accompanied him. He was granted the lands of Annandale, which he renounced to his second son, Robert, before the battle of the Standard in 1138. This battle was fought against the English, and the 2nd Robert objected to the King of Scots: ‘When, I ask you, have you ever found such fidelity in the Scots that you can so rashly renounce the counsel of the English and the aid of the Normans? ... You are turning your arms against the very men to whose support you owe your kingdom.’ David I was the youngest son of Queen Margaret, and the double usurpation of his line had been secured by Anglo-Norman arms, as Bruce pointed out. But his words are scarcely those of a Scottish patriot.
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Fuimus (Lat. We have been)





The 5th Robert Bruce married into the royal house, and in 1238 his son the 6th Robert was named heir to the Scottish crown. But this right was extinguished for ever, first by the birth of an heir to the king, and next by the birth of a son to the daughter of his wife’s elder sister, who had married John Balliol. When the royal line ended in 1286 with the succession of the baby Maid of Norway, the 6th Robert Bruce attempted to seize the crown, and the Scots appealed to Edward of England, whose subject he was. The Maid of Norway died, the Scottish crown passed legitimately to John Balliol, and Bruce became Chief Justice of England.


While Edward of England bullied King John Balliol, then invaded the country and deposed him, embarked on direct rule and defeated the independence movement of William Wallace, the Bruces remained loyal English subjects. The removal of the Balliols left the Comyn (Cumming) family the most powerful in Scotland, and the only one with a claim to the crown senior to that of the Bruces. In 1306 the 8th Robert Bruce invited John Comyn into a church and there slew him. A few weeks later he was crowned king and began the long struggle to make himself effective ruler of an independent Scotland which ended in 1314 at Bannockburn. His task was made infinitely harder by the weakness of his claim, by his family’s past record, and by the sacrilege of the Comyn murder, for which he remained excommunicated throughout his reign. But this only increases the measure of his achievement, both as a military leader of outstanding courage and resource, and as an administrator who had shouldered the responsibility of rebuilding a nation.
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