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To my wife, Dru, and our three gifts from God—


Jakob, Lauren, and Christopher.



The Best of in the Bleachers
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“Well, that was an exciting ninth inning.”
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Communicating with a third-base coach.
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Before the introduction of rawhide, baseballs were made out of a less durable material.
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“OK, first thing we do is teach these pinheads how to hit.”
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“Hey, Dewey, you gotta lay off those pork rinds, man.”
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When referees go home at night.
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“It was his last wish, Helen. ‘Scatter my ashes,’ he whispered, ‘over my favorite spot on Earth.’ ”
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“Are you sure it’s just a torn ligament?”
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“I knew this would happen. They hold him scoreless in the first half, and then, early in the third quarter, he suddenly explodes.”


[image: art]


“Well, no wonder the pass was wobbly … Someone got a hand on it.”
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“Maybe we shouldn’t mention this when we get back to the clubhouse.”
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“Every time he tells that story, the golfer grows a little bigger.”
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“Well, it’s a boy. And I think I can explain those sudden sharp pains in your rib cage.”
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“Coach, he’s back! The guy with the threatening voice who keeps demanding that you put in the second string.”
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“This makes me ill. Look at her, Angela. She’s a rail.”
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“Quit basketball to concentrate on school? Are you crazy? Do you want to end up like all those other dreamers with a college degree and no job?”
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“Swim right over to within inches of it, then turn your nose up and swim away. It drives them freaking nuts.”
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“Isn’t that cute?”
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“Go ahead, friend. Change it. Change it again and again. There is no baseball—just figure skating. All 274 stinking channels.”
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