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Introduction







About this book


These answers accompany Common Entrance 13+ History for ISEB CE and KS3(the textbook). There are answers for all questions in the textbook and the section headings and task numbering mirror those in the textbook.


Some of the questions in the textbook are marked with a blue circle. These questions have been written in the style of those in a typical ISEB Common Entrance examination, to give pupils taking the exam a chance to practise. Answers to these questions are levelled according to the mark scheme available on the ISEB website. Even if you are not teaching the ISEB Common Entrance course, these questions are still useful.


The answers given here should be seen as a guide only. Pupils of different abilities will approach and respond to questions differently and credit should be given as appropriate.







Scheme of work


The following scheme of work shows how the textbook covers the Common Entrance content which must be covered in preparation for 13+ Common Entrance. It is possible to deliver the content in a number of different ways. There are three main ways in which you could use the textbook:




	•  Work through chronologically, from beginning to end.


	•  Keep the parts in the same order but take the sections within each part in a different order.


	•  Use the textbook thematically. You could, for example, work through all the Section 3s, which look at the way people lived, and then go back and tackle all the Section 1s, which deal with leaders.
















	
Part
	Section
	Unit
	Areas of Common Entrance syllabus covered
	Textbook page
	Answers page



	War and rebellion
	Leadership
	Life and change





	Part 1: Medieval Realms: Britain 1066–1485
	Section 1: Leaders: the weak and the powerful
	Unit 1: How did William and the Normans conquer England?
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	William I
	Norman Conquest
	10
	12



	Unit 2: Matilda or Stephen: who should reign?
	Matilda and Stephen
	Matilda
	 
	16
	13



	Unit 3: How successful was Eleanor of Aquitaine?
	 
	Eleanor of Aquitaine
Henry II


	 
	20
	15



	Unit 4: Were King John’s problems of his own making?
	 
	John
	 
	24
	16



	Unit 5: Why was Edward I a successful king?
	Edward I in Wales and Scotland
Edward II and Scotland

(Battle of Bannockburn)


	Edward I
	 
	28
	18



	Unit 6: How should Edward III’s reign be remembered?
	 
	Edward III
	 
	34
	19



	Unit 7: The Peasants’ Revolt 1381: was Richard II brave or devious?
	Peasants’ Revolt
	 
	 
	38
	20



	Unit 8: Was Henry V a great king?
	The Hundred Years’ War
(Battle of Agincourt)


	Henry V
	 
	42
	21



	Unit 9: Richard III: loyal brother or wicked uncle?
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	Richard III
	 
	46
	21
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	Development of castles
	52
	23
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	58
	24
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	60
	24
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Agriculture and life in the countryside


	64
	25
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	Unit 4: How did Jerusalem fall in 1099?
	First Crusade (Battle for Jerusalem)
	 
	 
	70
	26
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	136
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	160
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	232
	62



	Unit 6: What were the reasons for the Crimean War?
	Crimean War (Battle of Balaklava)
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1 Medieval Realms: Britain 1066–1485

Section 1 Leaders: the weak and the powerful




Unit 1 How did William and the Normans conquer England?


1.1 How strong was William’s claim to the throne?


Tasks (page 11)


	
1  The question explores pupils’ understanding of reliability. They should understand that the source could be seen as unreliable as evidence of what actually happened because Bishop Odo, a Norman, ordered its making and he would want the story of Hastings to be shown in the best light for the Normans who were victorious. Expect the better responses to point out that it is the only evidence we have of what happened, and Odo was involved in the events described, so as evidence it cannot be dismissed, but needs treating with care.

	
2  Accept any reasonable argument that uses the information in the text. For example, William’s claim was based on a promise (or promises). Hardrada had a claim through inheritance and promises made by Harthacnut that were never honoured, and Harold Godwinson through Edward the Confessor’s ‘gift’, the decision of the Witan and the fact he was a crowned king of England.








1.2 Why did William win the Battle of Hastings?


Tasks (page 13)


	
1  Expect pupils to trawl through the information in the previous paragraphs and add sensible and relevant information to the ‘arms’.

	
2  Pupils are likely to focus on William’s tactics – for example, feinting running away. They should, though, look at other aspects beyond tactics: better equipped than Harold with men who were fighting fit – good armour, cavalry etc. His motivation was important, too – the belief that the throne of England was rightfully his and the backing of the Pope.
The counterargument would focus on Harold losing, rather than William winning. Harold arrived with tired troops and began the battle before his whole army had arrived; the key point of the battle was the breaking of the shield wall by William’s tactic of feinting running away – the Saxons were taken in twice by this deception. This led to Harold’s two brothers being killed and, ultimately, Harold himself. No medieval battle continues after the leader is killed.










1.3 How did William gain control of England, 1066–87?


Tasks (page 15)


	
1  The following information should be put into an explanatory paragraph:

	
a)  In order to find out how much tax King William I could raise.

	
b)  Information collected by royal commissioners who toured England. The country was divided into seven regions, with three to four commissioners assigned to each region. They interviewed everyone they could find on the manors and asked them the same set of questions about land ownership, land usage and how much tax was raised in Edward the Confessor’s time. They counted the people and the animals.

	
c)  London, Winchester, County Durham and Cumbria were not included, so the survey is not complete. Expect comments about the inaccuracy of landowners’ memories – and potential for lying if they knew tax was going to be raised on the accuracy of their answers as well as possible bribery and laziness of commissioners, especially when it came to, for example, counting sheep.
It is likely that pupils will need help in locating and then deciphering their local entry. This could be a teacher-led class activity.







	
2  This is an example of a Section 2 Part (a) essay question.
Level 2 (5–8 marks)

Gives a number of accurate and relevant points, presented in a well-structured and coherent paragraph. The main events of William’s rule should include introducing the feudal system, castle building to gain and maintain control, the harrying of the North, controlling the Church by appointing a Norman, Lanfranc, as Archbishop of Canterbury and ordering the compiling of the Domesday Book.

Level 1 (0–4 marks)

Offers some features (as above) supported by limited or inaccurate knowledge, but the answer lacks coherence and structure.



	
3  This is an example of a Section 2 Part (b) essay question.
The best answers will briefly consider other options, then focus on one.

Level 3 (7–8 marks)

A focused answer giving a clear and substantiated answer based on precisely selected knowledge with a strong and developed analysis.

Pupils need to select a key event from William’s reign, and it should be one from their answer to question 2. The key to a good answer lies in the reasoning as to why the event was important. So, for the feudal system, expect responses focusing on establishing control through landholding and obligation; for castle building, expect responses focusing on establishing control over the Saxons through force and fear; for the harrying of the North, expect the same with the addition of creating an example to others minded to rebel; for controlling the Church, expect responses focusing on the need to be in control of all key appointments in order to prevent any possibility of rebellion, so security and control; and for the Domesday Book, the need to know what the Crown possesses and how much taxation it can levy in order to secure control and security.

Level 2 (4–6 marks)

A supported answer focusing on one of the events listed above, making a judgement supported by some relevant knowledge with some substantiated assertions. The overall structure may be uncertain.

Level 1 (0–3 marks)

A simple answer offering a single feature which may not be relevant, with little or limited explanation.








Summary task (page 15)

Expect responses focusing on his bravery, determination, planning and administration ability, and also on his cruelty. Suggest that, even within 100 words, an example of each of his qualities could be mentioned. So, for example, the harrying of the North would be a good example of cruelty and the Domesday Book of his administrative ability.








Unit 2 Matilda or Stephen: who should reign?


2.1 How a shipwreck changed history


Tasks (page 17)


	
1  a)  It was carrying a group of nobles who were drunk. It was being raced against smaller ships. It sank.

	
    b)  This created a problem for Henry I because his only legitimate son was on the ship and drowned. This meant he had no son to inherit the throne after his death.




	
2  Accept any reasonable ideas that are within the context of medieval times. One idea is already suggested in the text: involve Matilda in the governance of the kingdom. Other suggestions could be to form an alliance with Geoffrey of Anjou or to bring Matilda’s sons (or at least the eldest one) to court to integrate him into court life and the governance of the kingdom. Suggestions as to whether these ideas would work must be relevant to the reality of the period. They would have a chance of working because Matilda’s skills would be known and appreciated by the barons, who would support her after Henry’s death.








2.2 Civil war!


Task (page 19)

Accept any reasonable answer, provided it is derived from the source material. Pupils may use Source 4 to indicate Matilda’s temper, which may not make her a better monarch than Stephen, whom Source 5 says was good-humoured and kindly. On the other hand, Source 5 shows that because Stephen was so easy-going, the land was full of ‘strife, evil and robbery’. Pupils could compare this to Matilda’s ‘air of authority’, which might make her the better monarch.




Summary tasks (page 19)


	
1  This is an example of a Section 2 Part (a) essay question.
Level 2 (5–8 marks)

Gives a number of accurate and relevant points describing two main events of the civil war presented in a well-structured and coherent paragraph. Examples of the main events of the civil war would be: the Battle of Lincoln (1141) leading to the capture of Stephen and the increase in baronial support for Matilda; the readiness of London to accept her as monarch confounded by her refusal to reduce their taxes and the Treaty of Winchester in 1153.

Level 1 (0–4 marks)

Offers some features (as above) supported by limited or inaccurate knowledge, but the answer lacks coherence and structure.



	
2  This is an example of a Section 2 Part (b) essay question.
Level 3 (7–8 marks)

A focused answer giving a clear and substantiated answer based on precisely selected knowledge with a strong and developed analysis. Expect pupils to focus on Matilda’s rejection of Londoners’ demands when she was at the point of being crowned there, and on the consequent uncertainty of the barons as to whom to support, coupled with Matilda’s stubbornness and Stephen’s weaknesses and the final realisation of both that neither could win so a compromise was necessary. Better pupils will allude to Sources 4 and 5 for information in support. The question asks for the ‘main reason’ so expect a focus on one reason as the key.

Level 2 (4–6 marks)

A supported answer, as above, making a judgement supported by some relevant knowledge with some substantiated assertions. The overall structure may be uncertain.

Level 1 (0–3 marks)

A simple answer offering a single feature which may not be relevant, with little or limited explanation.



	
3  This is an example of a Section 2 Part (c) essay question.
Level 3 (11–14 marks)

Focused evaluation, showing precisely selected knowledge with strong and developed analysis/assessment and cogent, balanced judgements, with coherent, substantiated argument throughout. Expect a development of question 1 on page 19 of the textbook, which asks whether Stephen or Matilda would make the better monarch, but contextualised with regard to the attitudes of the period which, for example, expected monarchs to lead troops in battle – a role regarded as unsuitable for a woman. Pupils should contrast this perception with the qualities displayed by Matilda and the weaknesses of Stephen, tempered, however, with the need to gain and maintain the support of the barons. Expect a reasoned judgement.

Level 2 (7–10 marks)

Supported evaluation, giving the features supported by relevant knowledge (as above) and analysis. There will be some substantiation of assertions and attempts to offer a reasoned judgement/assessment/evaluation. The overall structure may be uncertain.

Level 1 (0–6 marks)

Simple analysis offering some features/ideas (as above) supported by limited, inaccurate or irrelevant knowledge, a simple and largely unfocused opinion with little judgement/assessment/evaluation.












Unit 3 How successful was Eleanor of Aquitaine?


3.1 Wife of Henry II and Queen of England, 1154–89


Tasks (page 21)


	
1  Pupils will probably select words like ‘proud’, ‘severe’, ‘determined’. Accept answers that are reasonable, based on the image.




	
2  a)  Accept answers that extract information from the sources. Some pupils may pick up specific events; others may make inferences. For example, Source 2 describes how Eleanor commanded landowners to provide traditional services to the Abbot of Abingdon, whereas some pupils may infer that she was involved in upholding traditional rights; Source 3 tells of her intervention to make sure the monks of Reading were fairly treated, whereas some pupils may infer that she was involved in the dispensation of justice.

	
    b)  Pupils should pick up on the words ‘I command’, ‘without delay’, ‘the King’s justice and my own will make you do so’ and ‘I will not tolerate’ to suggest she was a forceful, authoritative woman.








3.2 Mother of two kings: was she the power behind the throne?


Tasks (page 23)


	
1  There’s no right answer here. Pupils must select an element of, or an event in, Eleanor’s life. Give credit for the reasoning as to why, but it should be set in the proper historical context.

	
2  On first reading, this question may seem overwhelming for some pupils, who might struggle to work out where to begin. This makes the question ideal for practising essay planning. It is suggested that pupils draw up two columns, one headed ‘Eleanor’ and the other ‘Matilda’. Attributes from Eleanor’s life and career should be listed in Eleanor’s column, with ticks in Matilda’s column where they were similar. Encourage the pupils to be more analytical than descriptive. For example, ‘Supported her husband’, with an example. Then add to Matilda’s column any attributes that were not present in Eleanor’s. This should provide the basis for an informed account, focusing first on similarities and then on differences. Encourage pupils not to make assertions but to back up what they are saying with an example. There should be a conclusion. Please note that there is no correct answer – only a correct and supported structure to whatever conclusion each pupil makes.



Summary tasks (page 23)


	
1  a)  This is an example of a Section 2 Part (a) essay question.
Level 2 (5–8 marks)

Gives a number of accurate and relevant points describing two main events of Eleanor’s life, presented in a well-structured and coherent paragraph. Examples of the main events of her life could include her marriage to King Louis of France, involvement in the Second Crusade (1145–49), her marriage to Henry Plantagenet (later Henry II), running England as regent during his absences abroad, joining with her teenage sons in rebellion against him, her imprisonment by Henry II and her release when Richard became king and her support of Richard and later John.

Level 1 (0–4 marks)

Offers some features (as above) supported by limited or inaccurate knowledge, but the answer lacks coherence and structure.



	
    b)  This is an example of a Section 2 Part (b) essay question.
Level 3 (7–8 marks)

A focused answer giving a clear and substantiated answer based on precisely selected knowledge with a strong and developed analysis. There is no right answer as to which event was the most significant but expect one of the events given in answer to question 1.

Level 2 (4–6 marks)

A supported answer, as above, making a judgement supported by some relevant knowledge with some substantiated assertions. The overall structure may be uncertain.

Level 1 (0–3 marks)

A simple answer offering a single feature which may not be relevant, with little or limited explanation.



	
    c)  This is an example of a Section 2 Part (c) essay question.
Note that a hint has been given. Pupils should use this to structure their response.

Level 3 (11–14 marks)

Focused evaluation, showing precisely selected knowledge with strong and developed analysis/assessment and cogent, balanced judgements, with coherent, substantiated argument throughout. Expect a development from a) and b) with an analysis of things she did well, for example, her support of Henry II while acting as his regent and things that went badly, for example, her rebellion against him. Answers should present a reasoned judgement.

Level 2 (7–10 marks)

Supported evaluation, giving the features supported by relevant knowledge (as above) and analysis. There will be some substantiation of assertions and attempts to offer a reasoned judgement/assessment/evaluation. The overall structure may be uncertain.

Level 1 (0–6 marks)

Simple analysis offering some features/ideas (as above) supported by limited, inaccurate or irrelevant knowledge, a simple and largely unfocused opinion with little judgement/assessment/evaluation.












Unit 4 Were King John’s problems of his own making?


4.1 What problems did King John face?


Tasks (page 25)


	
1  Pupils will probably choose three of the mistakes listed below. Please note that the focus of the question is on the mistakes John made, not immediately on the problems. These mistakes led to problems and the seriousness of the problems should determine pupils’ choices. Reward highly those that are developed beyond a single sentence.

	
•  Marrying Isabella of Angoulême when she had been promised to Hugh, Lord of Lusignan, resulting in King Philip ordering John to lose his lands in France.

	
•  Ordering the murder of his nephew Arthur, Lord of Aquitaine, causing widespread disgust among French and English barons.

	
•  Taxing the barons very heavily in order to pay for mercenaries that were needed because the barons didn’t trust him and refused to supply him with armed men.

	
•  Ruling alone without the support and advice of the barons, making any decisions that didn’t work out his responsibility alone.

	
•  Quarrelling with the Pope over the appointment of the Archbishop of Canterbury, resulting in an interdict being placed on England and John’s excommunication.

	
•  Losing the battle for Normandy, resulting in loss of credibility and most of the taxes he had raised from the barons.





	
2  This question uses the same information as the previous one, but in a different way. The barons mistrusted John because, initially, he failed to work with them in the government of the country. They were further alienated by his involvement in the death of Arthur and so refused to provide him with soldiers for wars in France, and the consequent anger when John taxed them heavily to pay for mercenaries. Reward highly those pupils who focus sharply on the question, provide the correct chronological order (as here) and don’t simply repeat their answer to question 1.
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