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Millions of animals, plants and other living things live in 


our world. But for every species, or type of living thing, on Earth 


today, there are hundreds more that no longer exist. They have 


died out, or become extinct.


Life has existed on Earth for billions 


of years and it has changed over 


time. New species develop, or evolve, 


while others struggle to survive and 


become extinct. This is a normal, 


natural process. All these creatures 


and plants, for example, died out 


long before humans existed.  


WHAT HAPPENED?


Paraceratherium, 


a ginormous, long-


necked rhino


Here’s a human 


to scale! 


At about 7.5m long, 


Paraceratherium 


was one of the 


biggest land 


animals ever 


Gon forever


Cooksonia, an early 


fl owering plant



DIED OUT 


393 MILLION 


YEARS AGO


4


DIED OUT 


25 MILLION 


YEARS AGO
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