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Maryland might first attract your attention because of its location on the Chesapeake Bay and its proximity to Washington DC. But there’s much more to recommend it than the luck of its geography.

Don’t overlook Baltimore, which refracts urban pleasures through its own quirky lens. Long nicknamed “Charm City,” it’s no longer keeping its charms hidden. It’s blossoming into a major mid-Atlantic tourist destination, flaunting its world-class museums, state-of-the-art sports venues, fine dining, and luxury hotels.

The state capital Annapolis is a bit more genteel, with an enchanting historic district and trendy boutiques and taverns. Its busy harbor makes it a launching point for sails on the Bay. It’s also the home to the U.S. Naval Academy—not to mention an endless supply of blue crabs, oysters, and other delectable seafood.

And then there’s the nation’s capital. Alongside its monuments and museums, Washington DC offers urban pursuits like fine dining and buzzing nightlife.
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Not far from these thriving metropolitan areas, you’ll find quaint fishing villages, sleepy mountain towns, and an abundance of natural beauty. Wander through glowing fall foliage. Summit the peak of Sugarloaf Mountain. Sail on the Chesapeake Bay before cracking a claw at a waterfront crab house. Hunt for fossils at Calvert Cliffs. Stroll the bustling boardwalks of Ocean City. Relax on the quiet beaches of Assateague Island, where wild ponies roam free.


[image: Image]


Maryland has long been both witness and participant in the nation’s most historic moments. Today you can tread the hallowed ground at Antietam, the bloodiest battlefield of the Civil War, or see where abolitionist leader Frederick Douglass lived and worked in Baltimore.

Welcome to Maryland, where there’s always something new to discover.
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Planning Your Trip


Where to Go

BALTIMORE

The city of Baltimore, once a rough industrial port, has undergone a series of urban renewal plans over the past few decades. As a result, it has blossomed into a major tourist site of the mid-Atlantic and offers many fascinating museums, entertainment venues, professional sporting events such as the Preakness Stakes, and the famous Inner Harbor. Side trips include Westminster, which hosted both Union and Confederate troops during the Civil War, and lovely Havre de Grace, sitting at the head of the Chesapeake Bay.

ANNAPOLIS AND SOUTHERN MARYLAND

The nation’s sailing capital, Annapolis, is the top destination on the mainland banks of the Chesapeake Bay due to its waterfront location, charming historic district, and trendy boutiques and taverns. With a busy recreational harbor, the city features an endless supply of blue crabs, oysters, and other delectable seafood. It is also home to the U.S. Naval Academy. Scenic Southern Maryland offers a slower, relaxing pace with idyllic seaside towns such as Solomons Island and Chesapeake Beach along with historic cities such as St. Mary’s City.

THE EASTERN SHORE AND ATLANTIC BEACHES

Picturesque fishing towns, blue crabs, and sunsets—these are all traits of Maryland’s Eastern Shore. Chestertown, St. Michaels, and Tilghman Island offer alluring charm and a window into life along the Chesapeake Bay. Maryland’s Atlantic beaches are a symphony of contrasts. Assateague Island calms your spirits as you share the beaches with wild ponies. Ocean City offers an exciting boardwalk and active nightlife. Three neighboring beach communities on the Delaware shore—Bethany Beach, Rehoboth Beach, and Lewes—are popular vacation spots.

WASHINGTON DC

Washington DC is nestled on the banks of the Potomac River. Best known for politics, government, and monuments and museums, the city is also home to universities, nightlife, art, theater, and sports. One of the largest (and cleanest) cities in the country, Washington DC offers trendy neighborhoods, upscale shopping, the National Cathedral, the National Zoo, and professional sports arenas. The nation’s capital is easy to navigate, especially with the help of landmarks like the Washington Monument and the U.S. Capitol Building.
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THE CAPITAL REGION


Trendy, sporty, and historical, Maryland’s Capital Region is a main suburban area of Washington DC and, as such, is densely populated. Montgomery County is sophisticated, urban, and professional with a variety of restaurants, shopping areas, hotels, and upscale neighborhoods. Prince George’s County is a hub for government agencies including NASA and the Department of Agriculture and is home to the Washington Redskins. In addition to offering visitors many interesting attractions, Maryland’s Capital Region also serves as a convenient home base for exploring Washington DC.

FREDERICK AND WESTERN MARYLAND

Frederick offers old-town charm, antiques shopping, and terrific food. Some of the region’s finest restaurants are tucked into the appealing historic downtown. Western Maryland is the “mountain side” of the state, where the railroad once ruled and the scenery is tranquil and pretty. Deep Creek Lake is a popular getaway spot for Washingtonians with its 65 miles of shoreline. Whether your idea of vacation is visiting Civil War sites, boating, or riding a steam engine through the mountains, you can find it all in Western Maryland.

When to Go

If you have the luxury of choosing your time to visit, late spring (May and June) and fall (September and October) are usually the best times to explore Virginia and Maryland. The weather is most pleasant, and there are fewer tourists. Although summer is the prime tourist season, unless your plans involve some beach time or a stay in a mountain retreat, the humidity can be a bit overwhelming. The fall foliage in the region is some of the most spectacular in the country. A drive through the Blue Ridge Mountains in October can feature some of the most stunning scenery in the East. If your focus is on historical sites and museums, the winter months (with the exception of the holiday season) can mean short or no wait times for popular attractions. Just be prepared for some sites to be closed or to have shorter hours.
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  spring in Baltimore




National Pride and Local Charm


Either Washington DC or Baltimore makes a good starting point for exploration of Maryland. Both cities are centrally located and convenient for air, train, bus, and car travel.

The Best of Washington DC

In addition to monuments and museums, DC boasts trendy neighborhoods and upscale dining and shopping. Although two days isn’t enough to cover all the great attractions in the nation’s capital, it’s enough to experience some of its highlights.

DAY 1

3 Put on your walking shoes and start your day on the National Mall with a bird’s-eye view of the city from the top of the Washington Monument, then walk through the National World War II Memorial on your way to the Lincoln Memorial.

3 Choose several of the many beautiful war memorials to visit, such as the Korean War Memorial and the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.


  [image: Image]

  Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington DC



3 Pick up lunch at a local food truck and find a nice bench in West Potomac Park to rest your feet.

3 Ride Metrorail up to Capitol Hill and spend the afternoon on a tour of the U.S. Capitol.

3 When your feet can take no more, catch a cab to Vidalia near Dupont Circle for dinner.

3 Walk east on M Street to enjoy some of the city’s nightlife at the rooftop bar at Ozio Restaurant and Lounge.

3 Spend the night in the nearby Hotel Tabard Inn or, if you feel like splurging, at the Hay-Adams Hotel, overlooking the White House.
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  U.S. Capitol, Washington DC



DAY 2

3 After breakfast at the inn, if you’re feeling spry, walk the 10 or so blocks down to the National Mall or else take a cab to visit some of the Smithsonian Institution museums.

3 Pick and choose your favorites such as the National Air and Space Museum and the National Museum of Natural History.

3 Grab lunch inside one of the museums when you need a break, or sample another one of DC’s great food trucks outside.

3 When you’ve overloaded on museums, walk to the P.O.V. Roof Terrace and Lounge at the W Washington D.C. Hotel and have a cocktail.

3 End your DC tour with a late dinner at the Old Ebbitt Grill.

The Best of Baltimore

Baltimore has flowered into a destination in its own right, with museums, festivals, monuments, and a wide selection of restaurants to call its own. Yet it still retains its down-to-earth charm. Use it as a jumping-off point to explore the rest of the state.

DAY 1

3 Start in the popular Inner Harbor, where you can get around on foot and visit the National Aquarium and the Historic Ships collection.

3 Choose one of the restaurants in the busy harbor area for lunch before driving or taking the water taxi to the Fort McHenry National Monument, where Baltimore fended off a British attack during the War of 1812 and Francis Scott Key penned the “Star-Spangled Banner.”

3 Jump back on the water taxi or drive over to Fell’s Point for exploration of its charming waterfront streets before having dinner at the Red Star Bar and Grill.
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Fell’s Point, Baltimore



3 End your evening at the cozy Cat’s Eye Pub for some blues, jazz, or folk music, and then turn in for the night at the Inn at Hendersons Wharf.


Witness to History

Maryland has been both witness and participant in crucial events in the nation’s history. Even just one day spent exploring these sites will give you a sense of the depth of history throughout this region.

In Baltimore, Fort McHenry is the site of the battle that inspired “The Star-Spangled Banner.” The Inner Harbor is home to one of the most impressive military ship collections in the world, which includes the sloop-of-war USS Constellation, the lightship Chesapeake, and the submarine USS Torsk. The Frederick Douglass-Isaac Myers Maritime Park chronicles the lives of Douglass, a former slave and abolitionist leader, and Myers, who created the first union for African Americans just after the Civil War. Both men lived and worked in Baltimore.
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Costumed soldiers in Baltimore reenact a battle.



Antietam National Battlefield was the site of the bloodiest single-day battle during the Civil War. Today, the battlefield park grounds are noncommercialized and beautifully maintained. A self-guided tour follows the action of the battle, with 96 monuments and sites such as “Bloody Lane,” a sunken road where 5,000 casualties occurred. Nearby Antietam National Cemetery contains the graves of Union soldiers as well as veterans from the Spanish-American War, World War I, and World War II.
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Antietam National Battlefield



The town of Frederick was spared from burning during the Civil War and became a hospital town for those wounded in battle. Today, it’s the site of the National Museum of Civil War Medicine, with exhibits on the practice of medicine during that time.

Over the border in Pennsylvania, the Gettysburg National Civil War Battle Reenactment is held each July. It includes two exciting battles, field demonstrations, live mortar fire demonstrations, living history programs, and all-day activities.
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Gettysburg National Civil War Battle Reenactment

The historic town of Harpers Ferry, just over the West Virginia state line, was the location of abolitionist John Brown’s 1859 raid on a national armory, an event that helped trigger the Civil War. Harpers Ferry National Historical Park features more than 25 historic buildings, including the armory site, which was later converted into a train station.

Annapolis is the site of not only the U.S. Naval Academy but many landmarks dating back as far as the 17th century, including St. Anne’s Episcopal Church, St. John’s College, and the Hammond-Harwood House. You can also choose to spend the night in any of a number of the city’s historic inns.




DAY 2


3 Start your day with breakfast at the popular Blue Moon Café.

3 After breakfast, drive or take a cab to Mount Vernon and visit the Walters Art Museum, then climb the 228 stairs of the Washington Monument for a great view of the city.
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  The 228 steps to the top of the Washington Monument reward climbers with a sweeping view.



3 Grab some pizza at Joe Squared. Then continue your cultural tour at the Baltimore Museum of Art in Homewood.

3 Have dinner at Woodberry Kitchen just west of Hampden and finish in time to take in a performance at Centerstage in Mount Vernon.

3 Finish up your two-day tour with a drink and a wonderful view of the city at the classy 13th Floor in the historic Belvedere Hotel building.


  Best Places to Eat Crab

The slogan Maryland is for Crabs is meant to be taken literally. People here know how and where to crack a claw.

• The original “Crab Bomb,” with 10 ounces of jumbo lump crabmeat, can be found at Jerry’s Seafood in Bowie.

• Quarter-pound crab cakes with no filler, seasoned to perfection, are the calling card of a local Annapolis favorite called Chick & Ruth’s Delly. Just a block from the State House, this sandwich shop opened in 1965 under owners Chick and Ruth Levitt, and it has been growing ever since.
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• A traditional crab house with huge notoriety in the Annapolis area is Cantler’s Riverside Inn. It is situated on a cove right on the water and sells local steamed crabs by the dozen (in all sizes).
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• Buddy’s Crabs and Ribs is a lively icon on Main Street in Annapolis. Steamed crabs are the entrée of choice at Buddy’s, but the homemade crab cakes are also famous.

• Other Maryland crab houses include Abner’s Crab House in Chesapeake Beach, Bo Brooks Crab House in Baltimore, and Calypso Bay Crab House in Solomons Island.




Five Days on the Eastern Shore


The Eastern Shore is a 180-mile-long peninsula that sits east of the Chesapeake Bay and west of the Atlantic Ocean. Historic towns, charming fishing villages, vast natural areas, and abundant seafood make it a prime recreation destination.

Day 1

Begin your trip in the northern part of the region in Chestertown, Maryland. This historic colonial waterfront town sits on the banks of the Chester River and is a wonderful place to stroll, eat, and generally relax. You can also take an educational course on the schooner Sultana. Stay in a local inn for the night.

Day 2

Drive south for an hour to the charming waterfront town of St. Michaels in Maryland. This is one of the loveliest spots on the Eastern Shore and where many Washingtonians have second homes. The town has fine restaurants, shopping, a good museum, and a lot of character. Spend the night in St. Michaels in one of the fine inns or a local bed-and-breakfast.

Day 3

Drive southeast to the Atlantic side of the Eastern Shore to Assateague Island. Look for signs of the wild ponies that live there. Enjoy some solitude on the pristine 37-mile beach. Camp overnight on the island.

Day 4

Leave the calm of nature behind and drive north to bustling Ocean City, Maryland. This beach town is crazy busy in the summer and offers a wide, active boardwalk, nightlife, and many amusements. Eat some french fries on the boardwalk, ride a Ferris wheel, and then rent a beach umbrella for some downtime on the sand.
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  Relax on an Ocean City beach.



Day 5

End your trip with a drive one hour north to the harborfront community of Lewes, Delaware. Enjoy a sightseeing cruise from the harbor, spend the afternoon at Cape Henlopen State Park, or stroll the enchanting streets of Historic Lewes.



BALTIMORE


ORIENTATION

HIGHLIGHTS

PLANNING YOUR TIME

Sights

DOWNTOWN AND THE INNER HARBOR

FELL’S POINT AND LITTLE ITALY

CANTON

FEDERAL HILL

MOUNT VERNON

HAMPDEN AND HOMEWOOD

WALKING TOURS

Entertainment and Events

NIGHTLIFE

PERFORMING ARTS

EVENTS

Shopping

DOWNTOWN AND THE INNER HARBOR

FELL’S POINT

FEDERAL HILL

HAMPDEN

Sports and Recreation

SPECTATOR SPORTS

BIKING

PADDLEBOATS

CRUISES

Accommodations

$100-200

$200-300

OVER $300

Food

DOWNTOWN AND THE INNER HARBOR

FELL’S POINT AND LITTLE ITALY

CANTON

FEDERAL HILL

MOUNT VERNON

HAMPDEN AND HOMEWOOD

Information and Services

Getting There

BY CAR

BY TRAIN

BY AIR

BY BUS

Getting Around

BY CAR

BY BUS

BY RAIL

BY TAXI

BY WATER TAXI

BY BIKE

Excursions from Baltimore

HAVRE DE GRACE

WESTMINSTER

Baltimore has been a major port city since the 1700s. It spent much of its history as a rough industrial seaport keeping its treasures to itself. In the 1970s, the working-class town was nicknamed “Charm City” for its hidden charm. Today, after a series of successful urban renewal projects, Baltimore has blossomed into a major mid-Atlantic tourist destination. It flaunts its world-class museums, state-of-the-art sports venues, fine dining, and luxury hotels.

It’s also become more attractive to full-time residents. The late author Tom Clancy purchased all 17,000 square feet of penthouse property in one of the six Ritz-Carlton buildings in 2009 and 2010.
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The hardworking city is the birthplace of many industries. Countless industry firsts happened here, including the development of the first sugar refinery in the country (1796), the first gaslight company (1819), and the first railroad for commercial transportation (1828).

Baltimore also has an impressive sports résumé. It is the location of the first professional sports organization (the Maryland Jockey Club in 1743) and the birthplace of baseball legend Babe Ruth, and it currently has three professional sports teams: the Baltimore Ravens, Baltimore Orioles, and Baltimore Blast.


  HIGHLIGHTS

  M National Aquarium, Baltimore: The gem of the Inner Harbor, the National Aquarium offers close encounters with sharks, dolphins, and many other sea creatures. Catch a show or sign up for a special slumber party; there’s no shortage of awe-inspiring exhibits and activities (click here).

  M Historic Ships: This unique collection of military ships on display in the Inner Harbor features four ships and one lighthouse within easy walking distance of each other (click here).

  M Port Discovery Children’s Museum: One of the top children’s museums in the country, this educational playground offers three floors of interactive exhibits (click here).

  M B&O Railroad Museum: See the birthplace of the American Railroad System and learn about its development in Baltimore. Vintage engines and cars are part of the fun (click here).
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    LOOK FOR M TO FIND RECOMMENDED SIGHTS, ACTIVITIES, DINING, AND LODGING.

  

  M Baltimore Museum of Industry: Baltimore is the home of many manufacturing firsts. This fascinating museum shares the history of many everyday conveniences (click here).

  M Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine: This fort dating back to 1802 inspired the poem written by Francis Scott Key that became the U.S. national anthem (click here).

  M The Walters Art Museum: This remarkable collection of 5,000 pieces of work spans 5,000 years and includes a mummy from 1000 BC and two imperial eggs (click here).

  M Carroll County Farm Museum: Glimpse what rural life in the mid-19th century was like on a 142-acre farm (click here).



ORIENTATION

For simplicity’s sake, we’re going to focus on six primary sections of Baltimore. They are key areas where popular sights are located, as well as trendy neighborhoods where you can find a delightful selection of food, nightlife, and activities.

Downtown and the Inner Harbor

Most of the beauty shots of Baltimore are taken downtown and at the Inner Harbor. The harbor has long been the center of activity in this port city and was once a thriving destination for visitors and supplies arriving by steamship. Although most people think that Baltimore sits on the Chesapeake Bay, the harbor is actually the mouth of the Patapsco River. The river flows into the bay east of the city, which is why this deepwater, yet protected harbor, has been popular for centuries. After the collapse of the Steamship Era, the port still saw industrial action, but lapsed into a state of neglect as the city fell off the radar as a vacation destination.

In the 1970s interest in the city was revived as Baltimore underwent extensive innovative redevelopment. The Inner Harbor benefited greatly from the rejuvenation and became home to many attractions, museums, restaurants, upscale hotels, and a beautiful waterfront promenade. The surrounding downtown area received a boost as well and offers a blend of businesses, historical buildings, and museums.
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the Inner Harbor in downtown Baltimore



Fell’s Point and Little Italy

Fell’s Point is on the harbor to the east of the Inner Harbor. It is about a five-minute drive from the Inner Harbor or can be reached by water taxi. It is one of the oldest neighborhoods in Baltimore with many historic buildings and trendy eateries. Fell’s Point was first settled by William Fell, an English Quaker, in 1726 and many of the 350 historic buildings were constructed before 1800 (200 predate the Civil War). Fell’s Point thrived until the need for sailing ships declined in the early 1900s, after which the neighborhood entered a steep decline. The waterfront became a collection of rough saloons, and in the mid-1960s plans for the building of I-95 had it running right through the neighborhood. The community was able to stop the highway, and instead became the first National Historic District in Maryland.

Nearby Little Italy (www.littleitalymd.com) was settled by Italian immigrants in the mid-1800s, who opened businesses and restaurants in the cozy little area between the Inner Harbor and Fell’s Point. The area now boasts almost 30 restaurants and also offers visitors vibrant festivals and a bit of old-world Italy.
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Canton

East of Fell’s Point on the waterfront is the historical community of Canton, which dates back to the late 19th century. Modern condos and old row houses here fuse Baltimore’s past and present, and lively Canton Square on O’Donnell Street offers bars, restaurants, and endless nightlife for the local partying crowd. The Canton waterfront includes views of navy ships as they dock nearby.

Federal Hill

Federal Hill sits opposite the Inner Harbor on the south side of the harbor. It is named after an imposing hill that boasts a fantastic vantage point for viewing the Inner Harbor and downtown Baltimore. Federal Hill has great shopping, bars, restaurants, and entertainment as well as a thriving residential area. It is home to the famed 120-by-70-foot neon Domino Sugar sign that casts an eerie glow over the city from its 160-foot perch. The sign is a Baltimore icon and has been a fixture in the harbor since 1951.

Mount Vernon

Mount Vernon is the cultural center of the city north of downtown Baltimore. Museums and halls provide endless opportunities to take in a show or listen to the symphony. The neighborhood is full of grand 19th-century architecture as marble-clad homes originally built for wealthy sea captains surround the first monument planned to honor our first president.

Hampden and Homewood

Northwest of Mount Vernon is the settlement of Hampden. This 19th-century neighborhood was originally a mill town but is now an eclectic mix of bars, restaurants, thrift stores, galleries, and boutiques. The local residents are both hardworking families and young adults, which gives the area a hip yet grounded feel. To the east of Hampden is the neighborhood of Homewood. Homewood is best known as the home of Johns Hopkins University, but it also has nice parks and museums.

PLANNING YOUR TIME

You could easily spend a couple of weeks in Baltimore to really see all it has to offer, but most people pick and choose sights of particular interest to them and explore the city in a long weekend.

People traveling with children may wish to stay at the Inner Harbor so they can visit the National Aquarium, the Maryland Science Center, the Port Discovery Children’s Museum, and see the Historic Ships in the harbor. A visit to Fort McHenry is another fun option to pique the little ones’ interest in history.

History buffs can pick almost any location in the city as their base and from there take in the Baltimore Civil War Museum, the Star-Spangled Banner Flag House and Museum, the Washington Monument, Fort McHenry, and Edgar Allan Poe’s grave site at Westminster Hall Burying Ground & Catacomb.

Others come to sample the many restaurants and bars in the busy Fell’s Point area or to take in a ball game at Camden Yards. No matter what your interests, there is no shortage of exciting itineraries to create. Baltimore is easy to get around and offers many exciting sights and activities regardless of how long you have to spend there.

If you have time for a full- or half-day excursion from Baltimore, consider putting Westminster or Havre de Grace on your list of places to visit. Westminster, 45 minutes northwest of Baltimore by car, sits in a rural part of the state and has a history of Civil War battles, spies, and ghosts. An hour car ride north on I-95 will take you to the bayside town of Havre de Grace. Its charming seaside atmosphere at the head of the Chesapeake Bay makes Havre de Grace a rewarding destination for touring and outdoor recreation.


Sights


DOWNTOWN AND THE INNER HARBOR


M National Aquarium, Baltimore


The National Aquarium, Baltimore (501 E. Pratt St., 410/576-3800, www.aqua.org, Mon.-Thurs. 9am-5pm, Fri.-Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 9am-6pm, $34.95) is perhaps the most treasured sight in Baltimore’s Inner Harbor. Opening in 1981, it was the anchor venue to the redevelopment plan of the Inner Harbor. The aquarium was one of the first large aquariums in the country and remained independent until it joined with the National Aquarium in Washington DC under the blanket name “National Aquarium” in 2003.
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National Aquarium, Baltimore



More than 6,000 animals live at the National Aquarium and represent more than 660 species of fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals. See the brilliant coral-filled Blacktip Reef exhibit, which mimics Indo-Pacific reefs and offers stunning floor-to-ceiling “pop-out” viewing windows so visitors can get personal with 65 species of animals. Then watch fearsome sharks swim by in their 225,000-gallon ring-shaped tank in Shark Alley, or see divers feed brightly colored fish as you descend the winding ramp through the 13-foot-deep tropical reef tank in the Atlantic Coral Reef exhibit. Another breathtaking experience can be found in the Upland Tropical Rain Forest. This world-renowned exhibit expertly mimics a real rainforest with live tropical birds, sloths, tamarin monkeys, and even poison dart frogs. A diverse selection of authentic rainforest plantlife is also part of this disappearing habitat.

The aquarium’s award-winning habitats are expertly designed and instantly engage visitors by drawing them into the world of the animals they feature. They also offer demonstrations such as the Dolphin Discovery where visitors can see dolphins feeding, training, and enjoying playtime.

4D Immersion films ($5) are shown at the aquarium, and behind-the-scenes tours ($39.95-51.95) are available. Overnight dolphin and shark sleepovers are two of the more popular activities where guests can spend the night at the aquarium ($110). Reservations for all the behind-the-scenes activities should be purchased well in advance. Tickets to the aquarium are issued on a time-entry system (allow at least three hours for your visit), so you can purchase tickets online for the time you’d like to visit. The aquarium is a popular attraction year-round, but can be especially crowded during the hot summer days when school is out of session. Try to avoid this time if your schedule allows for it, or visit late in the day after the crowds have thinned out.


M Historic Ships


The Historic Ships (Inner Harbor Piers, 301 E. Pratt St., 410/539-1797, www.historicships.org, one ship $11, two ships $14, four ships $18, lighthouse free) in the Inner Harbor are one of the most impressive military ship collections in the world. Visitors can not only see four ships and a lighthouse (all within easy walking distance of one another), but also 50,000 photographs, documents, and personal items that relate to the ships. Hours vary between ships and days, but all are open daily March-December (the Taney and lighthouse are closed Mon.-Thurs. Jan.-Feb.) 10am-3:30pm at a minimum, with longer hours in the summer months.

The first, the USS Constellation (Pier 1), was a “sloop-of-war” ship from 1854 to 1955. The USS Constellation was the last all-sail ship built by the U.S. Navy, and it was the flagship of the U.S. African Squadron 1859-1861. Visitors can begin their tour in the museum gallery at the pier to learn about the ship’s history through artifacts and personal items that once belonged to the crew. From there, grab a complimentary audio tour wand and go aboard. The “Plan of the Day” will be posted with a list of activities taking place on the day of your visit. If you’re lucky, you may get to witness the live firing of the Parrott rifle. Uniformed crew members are on board to answer questions as you explore the ship’s four decks.
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The second, the submarine USS Torsk (Pier 3) is the most exciting to visit. It was commissioned in 1944 and was one of just 10 Tench Class submarines to serve in World War II. Visitors can tour the entire boat including the torpedo rooms, operation station, engine room, crew quarters, and navigation station. It is difficult and unnerving to believe that more than 80 navy personnel lived aboard the sub at one time.

The third ship is the lightship Chesapeake (Pier 3), built in 1930. A lightship is a ship that is moored on a permanent or semipermanent basis and has beacons mounted to it. It is used as a navigational aid. Lightship duty meant long days sitting in place on the water and scary times riding out storms. Visitors can see a unique exhibit on “sailor’s canine companions.”

The fourth ship is the USCG cutter Taney (Pier 5), built in 1935. A cutter is defined as a Coast Guard ship that is over 65 feet in length and has accommodations for a crew to live aboard. Visitors can tour this authentic cutter that was decommissioned in 1986 and remains pretty much the same as it was when in use.

The Knoll Lighthouse (Pier 5), which stands at 40 feet, is one of the oldest Chesapeake Bay area lighthouses and was erected at the mouth of the Patapsco River on a shallow shoal known as Seven Foot Knoll. It offers a detailed exhibit on how the lighthouse was built back in 1856.

Guided walking group tours of the USS Constellation ($14) are available for groups of 10 or more people over age six. Tours include museum admission, presentations, hands-on activities, and a Civil War-era sailor as your guide through the ship. Powder Monkey Tours are offered to children over six. These interactive tours teach the little ones about the young boys (ages 11-18) who served on fighting ships during the Civil War and were responsible for moving gunpowder from the powder magazine of the ship to the artillery pieces. Powder Monkey Tours are available every Saturday and Sunday at 1pm and 3pm.
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USS Constellation



Sports Legends Museum at Camden Yards

What do Babe Ruth, Johnny Unitas, and Cal Ripken Jr. all have in common? They all came from Maryland. The Sports Legends Museum at Camden Yards (301 W. Camden St., 410/727-1539, www.baberuthmuseum.com, daily 10am-5pm, $8) pays tribute to these famous players as well as many other athletic accomplishments in the state. The museum is next to Oriole Park at Camden Yards and also the BBQ Station in the Camden Station Building. It has more than 15 exhibits including the Orioles Hall of Fame, the Maryland State Athletic Hall of Fame, a tribute to the Baltimore Colts, and many others.

The Babe Ruth Birthplace Museum

The Babe Ruth Birthplace Museum (216 Emory St., 410/727-1539, www.baberuthmuseum.com, daily 10am-5pm, $6) is the sister museum to the Sports Legends Museum at Camden Yards, three blocks from Oriole Park at Camden Yards to the west inside the home where Babe Ruth was born in 1895 (you can even visit the bedroom where he first entered the world). From the west side of the stadium look down and follow the 60 painted baseballs on the sidewalk, which will lead you to the museum. Babe Ruth memorabilia is on display in the museum, and visitors can learn little known information on this legend’s private life.


M Port Discovery Children’s Museum


The Port Discovery Children’s Museum (35 Market Pl., 410/727-8120, www.portdiscovery.org, Memorial Day-Labor Day Mon.-Sat. 10am-5pm, Sun. noon-5pm, shorter hours the rest of the year, $14) is one of the top five children’s museums in the country and geared toward children up to age 10. The museum offers three floors of interactive exhibits with the goal of connecting learning and play. Exhibits focus on art, science, health, and play.

Interactive exhibits draw children into a learning adventure such as that experienced in the Adventure Expeditions. In this “part physical adventure and part mental obstacle course,” children decipher hieroglyphics, look for clues, and are eventually led to a lost pharaoh tomb in Egypt. Another fully interactive exhibit is Kick It Up, an indoor soccer and games stadium. In the stadium, children either play soccer or get involved in interactive, electronic games during which they can compete in a dance competition, ride a bike, and sharpen their balance. Kids and adults can enjoy the KidWorks exhibit together, which is a three-story urban treehouse with rope bridges, slides, and many other exciting surprises. Toddlers (age 2 and up) can “cook” and serve their parents food in “Tiny’s Diner,” a realistic 1950s-style diner.

The museum is geared completely toward children, so adults can take pleasure in the joy on their little ones’ faces, but shouldn’t expect a lot of exhibits that will capture their own interests. Also, children are free to run through the halls and explore the many fun and entertaining exhibits, so things can get a bit chaotic on busy days. Sneakers are the recommended footwear in order to participate in all the activities. The museum is just north of the Inner Harbor. It gets crowded in the summertime, so going early or late in the day is a good option.

Maryland Science Center

The Maryland Science Center (601 Light St., 410/685-2370, www.mdsci.org, Sun.-Thurs. 10am-6pm, Fri.-Sat. 10am-8pm, shorter hours in winter, $17) is a great place to bring the kids for a hands-on learning experience. The Dinosaur Mysteries exhibit is a must-see and will amaze the little ones with life-size models of prehistoric creatures. Your Body: The Inside Story takes kids on an adventure to learn what happens inside a human body in a 24-hour period. In this unique exhibit, visitors can go inside a heart and lungs and feel the heart beat and the lungs breathe. They can also hear a loud concert of digestive noises and interact with germs. Other exhibits include topics such as animal rescue, life on other planets, and a kids’ room for children under eight. Other features in the center include Science Encounters, where visitors can see animated data projected on a sphere, or look at the night sky through a telescope in the on-site observatory (free on Fri. nights). There are also a planetarium and an IMAX theater on-site.
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Maryland Science Center



Geppi’s Entertainment Museum

Geppi’s Entertainment Museum (301 W. Camden St., 410/625-7089, www.geppismuseum.com, Tues.-Sun. 10am-6pm, $10) is a privately owned museum featuring rare collections of American pop culture. The museum showcases a timeline of popular culture and its history in America. Some of the best comic books, cartoons, and memorabilia dating back to the colonial period can be viewed along with posters from 20th-century movies. The museum is in the same building as the Sports Legends Museum at Camden Yards.

Top of the World

For the best view of Baltimore, visit the Top of the World (401 E. Pratt St., 410/837-4516, www.viewbaltimore.org, Memorial Day-Labor Day Mon.-Thurs. 10am-6pm, Fri.-Sat. 10am-7pm, Sun. 11am-6pm, reduced hours the rest of the year, $5) on the 27th floor of Baltimore’s World Trade Center. The Top of the World is a 360-degree observation area with a spectacular view of the city skyline, the harbor, and surrounding areas through expansive windows. Visitors are subject to manual searches of personal belongings.


  HARBOR PASS

  Many of the popular sights in Baltimore can be accessed with a single ticket that offers discounted entry over individual admission prices. A four-day Harbor Pass (877/225-8466, www.baltimore.org, $49.95) includes admission over four consecutive days into the National Aquarium, Maryland Science Center, the Top of the World, the choice of the Port Discovery Children’s Museum or the American Visionary Art Museum, and the choice of either the Reginald F. Lewis Museum of Maryland African American History & Culture or the Sports Legends Museum at Camden Yards.




M B&O Railroad Museum


The B&O Railroad Museum (901 W. Pratt St., 410/752-2490, www.borail.org, Mon.-Sat. 10am-4pm, Sun. 11am-4pm, $16) is a National Historic Landmark and the birthplace of the American Railroad System. The Baltimore & Ohio Railroad (yes, the one on the Monopoly game board) originated on Pratt Street in Baltimore in 1828. The facility was a station and repair shop that took up 100 acres. Visitors can see the 123-foot-tall roundhouse built in the early 1870s that was the turn-around area for large steam engines (they rolled onto a large turntable to reposition). The roundhouse is now a museum for historic train cars. Visitors can look at the cars and also take a short ride on the original rail tracks. An exhibition space called the Annex Gallery displays railroad-related artifacts from the museum’s collection and those of other institutions such as the Smithsonian. The gallery features small objects such as lanterns, dining car china, tools, fine art, and clocks. Displays on the B&O Railroad’s critical role in the American Civil War show visitors how the railroad changed the tactics for war and tells personal stories of the people who kept the railroad running during this difficult time in American history.

Westminster Hall Burying Ground & Catacomb

What came first, the church or the cemetery? In the case of the Westminster Hall Burying Ground & Catacomb (519 W. Fayette St., 410/706-2072, www.westminsterhall.org, daily 8am-dusk, free), the answer is the cemetery by more than 65 years. The cemetery was first used in 1786. Many famous Baltimore residents are interred in the burying ground including Edgar Allan Poe (who was actually buried there twice since his coffin was relocated from his family plot to its current spot near the cemetery gate), General James McHenry, and Francis Scott Key’s son, Philip Barton Key. Westminster Hall was only built in 1852, at the intersection of Fayette and Greene Streets. The church was put up above some of the graves on top of brick piers. The result was the creation of catacombs under the church, which visitors can tour.

Baltimore Visitors Center

The Baltimore Visitors Center (401 Light St., 877/225-7466, www.baltimore.org, Apr.-Sept. daily 9am-6pm, Oct. 1-Nov. 15 daily 9am-5pm, Nov. 16-Mar. 14 Wed.-Sun. 10am-4pm) is on the waterfront on the Inner Harbor. This large, 8,000-square-foot facility offers information on sights, events, harbor cruises, and other activities to do in Baltimore. Visitors can even purchase tickets here for local attractions. There’s a walk-in fountain next to the center where kids of all ages can cool off on hot days.


A TOAST TO POE

Edgar Allan Poe was one of Baltimore’s most famous and mysterious writers. He led a life of tragedy plagued with poverty, illness, and death. Poe was born in 1809 in Boston. The grandson of a Revolutionary War patriot, David Poe Sr., Edgar Allan Poe was orphaned at the age of three. Although he went to live with the Allan family in Richmond, he was never legally adopted and never really accepted fully into the family.

Poe enlisted in the army and after his discharge came to Baltimore to live with his widowed aunt in the neighborhood now known as Little Italy. He left for a brief time to attend West Point, but returned to live with his aunt and a few other family members again, although this time in West Baltimore on Amity Street. It was while here that Poe began writing short stories (prior to that time he had focused primarily on poetry).

Poe was awarded a $50 prize by a Baltimore newspaper for his short story, “MS Found in a Bottle.” Many short stories followed including “Berenice,” which caused a stir for being too gruesome. In 1835 Poe returned to Richmond. The following year, he married his 13-year-old cousin, Virginia, in Richmond.
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Edgar Allan Poe’s grave at Westminster Hall Burying Ground



In 1847, Virginia died of tuberculosis. Poe only lived another two years before dying a mysterious death back in Baltimore and was buried with his wife and aunt in Westminster Hall Burying Ground & Catacomb (519 W. Fayette St., 410/706-2072, www.westminsterhall.org, daily 8am-dusk, free).

The author is still shrouded in mystery, even after death: An unidentified visitor makes a yearly trip to Poe’s grave in the early hours on his birthday and has done so since 1949. The visitor is called the “Poe Toaster” because he makes a toast of cognac to the grave and leaves three roses.

The Edgar Allan Poe House & Museum (203 N. Amity St., 410/396-7932, www.eapoe.org, Wed.-Sun. 9am-5pm, $3) is the house Poe lived in for a short time in West Baltimore. The house itself, which is a 2.5-story, five-room brick duplex (now part of a line of row houses) is the primary attraction of the museum. A few of Poe’s personal items including a telescope are featured in the home. The immediate surrounding area is not recommended for sightseeing for safety reasons.



FELL’S POINT AND LITTLE ITALY

Fell’s Point Visitor’s Center

A good place to begin exploring Fell’s Point and Little Italy is at the Fell’s Point Visitor’s Center (1724-26 Thames St., 410/675-6750, ext. 16, www.fellspoint.us, open Tues.-Sun.). They offer a great brochure for a walking tour of the neighborhood as well as information on the sights in the area. Guided historic walking tours also leave from the center, and there is a gift shop on-site.
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Frederick Douglass-Isaac Myers Maritime Park


The Frederick Douglass-Isaac Myers Maritime Park (1417 Thames St., 410/685-0295, www.douglassmyers.org, Mon.-Fri. 10am-4pm, Sat.-Sun. noon-4pm, $5) is a national heritage site/museum for African American maritime history. A series of exhibits chronicle the lives of Frederick Douglass and Isaac Myers. Douglass was a leader in the abolitionist movement, a former slave, and a successful statesman and orator. He lived and worked on the docks in Baltimore. Myers was a mason and labor leader who created a first-of-its-kind union for African American caulkers just after the Civil War. Union members ultimately formed a cooperative, and that cooperative purchased a shipyard and railroad in Baltimore called the Chesapeake Marine Railway and Dry Dock Company. The site encompasses 5,000 square feet of gallery space and features interactive exhibits, maps, photos, and artifacts that share the history of the African American community and how it impacted Baltimore in the 1800s. Forty-five-minute guided tours are available for parties of 10 or more for $8 per person.

Robert Long House

The Robert Long House (812 S. Ann St., 410/675-6750, www.preservationsociety.com, Mon.-Wed. 9:30am-1:30pm, Thurs. 9:30am-2:30pm, Fri. 9:30am-12:30pm, tours daily Apr.-Nov. at 1:30pm, $3) is the oldest city row house in Baltimore, having been built in 1765. It is a symmetrical Georgian-style brick row house with a pent roof and now serves as the headquarters for the Preservation Society of Fell’s Point and Federal Hill. The home belonged to Robert Long, who was a quartermaster for the Continental navy. Visitors can see this restored building and its garden. The interior is furnished as it would have been during the Revolutionary War period.

Baltimore Civil War Museum at the President Street Station

The Baltimore Civil War Museum (601 President St., 410/461-9377, weekends 10am-5pm, free) is a great stop for Civil War buffs. The museum is housed in a restored freight and passenger train depot that was known as the President Street Station. The depot is the oldest surviving city railroad terminal in the country and was built in 1850. It was an important rail stop during the Civil War and was the location of a famous riot that took place in April of 1861 when the first Union troops stopped there on the way to Washington. The altercation marked the first bloodshed of the Civil War and more than a dozen people died in the riot (including both soldiers and civilians). The museum displays artifacts and pictures that detail Baltimore’s involvement in the Civil War. Tours are available by appointment.

Star-Spangled Banner Flag House and Museum

The Star-Spangled Banner Flag House and Museum (844 E. Pratt St., 410/837-1793, www.flaghouse.org, Tues.-Sat. 10am-4pm, $8) was the home of Mary Pickersgill, the woman who made the enormous and famous flag that flew over Fort McHenry on September 14, 1814 during the War of 1812 and inspired the poem written by Francis Scott Key that eventually became the U.S. national anthem. The house was built in 1793, and visitors can see what it looked like back when Mary lived there. The museum depicts the daily life in the home (that was also used as a business) around 1812 and offers living history staff portraying members of the Pickersgill family.

Jewish Museum of Maryland

The Jewish Museum of Maryland (15 Lloyd St., 410/732-6400, www.jhsm.org, Sun.-Thurs. 10am-5pm, $8) offers visitors the opportunity to learn about regional Jewish history, culture, and the community. As a leading museum in the country on regional Jewish history, its displays include photographs, papers, and artifacts which are rotated regularly. The museum does a wonderful job of relating Jewish life in early Baltimore and other small towns in Maryland. The museum oversees a modern museum facility and two historic synagogues: the B’nai Israel Synagogue, built in 1876, and the Lloyd Street Synagogue, built in 1845.


THE JOHNS HOPKINS HOSPITAL: PIONEERING IN MODERN MEDICINE

The Johns Hopkins Hospital (601 N. Caroline St.) is known as one of the best hospitals in the world. In the heart of Baltimore, north of Fell’s Point and east of Mount Vernon, this teaching hospital and biomedical research facility for the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine forms with that institution a $5 billion system of physicians, scientists, and students.

Funding for the hospital and school originally came from a wealthy Baltimore banker and merchant, Johns Hopkins, who willed $7 million back in 1873 for their founding.

Both the university and hospital set the standards for many modern American medical practices and many specialties were developed here, including endocrinology and neurosurgery. From the beginning, the goal was to combine research, teaching, and patient care. This concept developed into the first model of its kind, and led to unmatched success and an international reputation for excellence.

The Johns Hopkins Hospital is currently ranked first in the nation in five specialties (ear, nose, and throat; geriatrics; neurology and neurosurgery; psychiatry; and rheumatology). For additional information, visit the website at www.hopkinsmedicine.org.



Reginald F. Lewis Museum of Maryland African American History & Culture

The Reginald F. Lewis Museum of Maryland African American History & Culture (830 E. Pratt St., 443/263-1800, www.africanamericanculture.org, Wed.-Sat. 10am-5pm, Sun. noon-5pm, $8) is the largest museum on the East Coast dedicated to African American culture. Visitors can learn about the contributions of African Americans in Maryland throughout the state’s history. The museum includes galleries, a genealogy center, recording studio, theater, café, and gift shop.

Phoenix (Old Baltimore) Shot Tower

The Phoenix Shot Tower (801 E. Fayette St., 410/837-5424), which is also known as the Old Baltimore Shot Tower, stands nearly 235 tall near the entrance to Little Italy. It was built in 1828 out of one million bricks and, at the time, was the tallest existing structure in the country. The tower was used from 1828 to 1892 to produce lead shot, done by dropping molten lead from a platform at the top of the tower. The lead ran through a sieve and landed in cold water. It remains a National Historic Landmark but is not currently open to the public.

CANTON

Patterson Park

Patterson Park (27 S. Patterson Park Ave., 410/276-3676, www.pattersonpark.com, free) is one of the oldest parks in Baltimore. It encompasses 155 acres and has a great view of the harbor. On Hampstead Hill inside the park, a pagoda designed in 1890 stands at the site where local residents rallied in 1814 to protect their city from the British. British troops had come up the Patapsco River and attacked Fort McHenry, and on land, they had forces at North Point. As they entered Baltimore, the British saw 20,000 troops and a hundred cannons facing them on Hampstead Hill. This caused them to retreat from Baltimore and go back to their ships. The area became a park in 1853, but saw more military activity during the Civil War when a military camp and war hospital were built there.

Today the park offers recreation trails, a lake, pavilions, playgrounds, an ice-skating rink, a public swimming pool, a recreation center, a stadium, and an adult day care center.

Captain John O’Donnell Monument

The Captain John O’Donnell Monument (O’Donnell Street and S. Curley Street) is in the center of Canton Square. John O’Donnell was an Irish sea captain who purchased 1,981 acres in the 1780s in the area that is now Canton. He allegedly named the area after the cargo from his ship (which was used to pay for the land) that contained goods from Canton, China. Captain O’Donnell’s land included a house near the current-day Boston Street and all the waterfront land east of the northwest branch of the Patapsco River between Colgate Creek and Fell’s Point.
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Captain John O’Donnell Monument in Canton Square



SS John W. Brown

The SS John W. Brown (Pier 1, 2000 S. Clinton St., 410/558-0646, www.liberty-ship.com, Wed. and Sat. 9am-2pm, free, donations appreciated) is one of two remaining Liberty ships out of the 2,700 that were produced by the Emergency Shipbuilding Program during World War II. They were designed for swift construction, and the SS John W. Brown was built in just 56 days. The ships were used for sealifts of troops, arms, and gear to all war locations.

The SS John W. Brown made 13 voyages and was awarded several honors during the war. Oddly, after the war, the ship served as a vocational high school in New York City from 1946 to 1982. It was acquired in 1988 by the current owner, Project Liberty Ship, and fully restored as a museum and memorial. As the only Liberty ship in operation on the East Coast, the boat hosts six-hour Living History Cruises several times a year. During these cruises, it visits other ports on the East Coast. The ship is part of the National Register of Historic Places and also a recipient of the World Ship Trust’s Maritime Heritage Award.


FEDERAL HILL


American Visionary Art Museum

The American Visionary Art Museum (800 Key Hwy., 410/244-1900, www.avam.org, Tues.-Sun. 10am-6pm, $16) is a unique visionary art museum—which is slightly different from folk art in nature, but to the untrained eye can look similar. The museum defines it as “art produced by self-taught individuals, usually without formal training, whose works arise from an innate personal vision that revels foremost in the creative act itself.” In a nutshell, it seems like anything goes in this funky, interesting, and inspiring museum. It offers art in all mediums—oil, mosaic, watercolor, toothpicks, and even bras.
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M Baltimore Museum of Industry


The Baltimore Museum of Industry (1415 Key Hwy., 410/727-4808, www.thebmi.org, Tues.-Sun. 10am-4pm, $12) is housed in the original 1865 Platt Oyster Cannery building, the only remaining cannery structure in the city, and has exhibits on the history of industry and manufacturing in the Baltimore area. Baltimore has traditionally been a key industrial center in our country and was home to the first passenger train, the world’s biggest copper refinery, the first traffic light, and the oldest gas company. Collections include 100,000 artifacts relating to small business, factory workers, and other citizens whose hard work helped shape the country. Featured fields include the garment industry, automobile industry, pharmaceutical industry, newspaper industry, food industry, and the Maryland Lottery. Many of the exhibits are interactive for both adults and children.

The museum is easy to find, just look for the large red crane out front. Be sure to watch the short introductory video near the museum entrance; it provides good insight into the background of the museum. Demonstrations are offered on Saturday and include topics such as printing (you can see how a real Linotype machine operates) and the job of a blacksmith. Exhibits aren’t limited to the indoors; visitors can also see the coal-fired SS Baltimore, a restored operating steam tugboat from 1906, just outside the museum. Free 45-minute tours of the museum are available. This is an interesting place for both adults and children over age 10. Plan on spending approximately two hours.

Federal Hill Park

Federal Hill Park (300 Warren Ave., 410/396-5828) is a lovely spot right off the harbor that offers great views of the Inner Harbor and downtown from atop Federal Hill. The park is on the south side of the harbor, and the terrain rises steeply. During the colonial era, the grassy hill was a mine for paint pigment and the drooping hillside and footpaths indicate where old tunnels remain underground. The area has been a park since the late 1700s and remains a nice recreation and picnic area. There is also a playground on-site. On the northern side of the park are cannons from the Civil War that are symbols of those positioned by Union troops to face the city as a warning to Confederate sympathizers.


M Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine


The Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine (2400 E. Fort Ave., 410/962-4290, www.nps.gov/fomc, daily 8am-5pm, extended summer hours, free admission to park, $7 fee for Star Fort/historic area) is a 43-acre national park with a historical area that houses Fort McHenry. It is east of Federal Hill and sticks out into the harbor. The fort was built between 1799 and 1802 and named after James McHenry, who was the secretary of war between 1796 and 1800, and constructed in the shape of a star with five points (aka the Star Fort). The star-shaped design was popular at the time since each point was within view of others to the left and right and the entire fort and surrounding area could be guarded with only five guards.


[image: Image]

Fort McHenry National Monument and Historic Shrine, east of Federal Hill



Fort McHenry is known as the inspiration for the “Star-Spangled Banner.” Francis Scott Key wrote the words to the anthem during the War of 1812 when he was held on a truce ship during the British attack on Baltimore. As the battle went on, Key watched from the water and through a smoke-filled landscape, and at “dawn’s early light” on September 14, 1814, he could see the huge 30-by-42-foot American flag still flying above Fort McHenry as a symbol that Baltimore had not surrendered.

Begin your exploration at the visitor center and view the 10-minute video on the fort’s history (shown on the hour and half hour). Exhibits on the fort, a gift shop, and restrooms are at the center. Then take a self-guided tour (approximately one hour) of the fort. Inside the fort is a large grassy area and then the rooms of the fort feature displays and authentic artifacts. Continue into the barracks (which feature exhibits such as the Enlistmen’s Quarters, weapons, uniforms, Junior Officer’s Quarters, the Powder Magazine, Commanding Officer’s Quarters, and the 1814 Guard House). Children can participate in the Flag Change Program daily at 9:30am and 4:20pm, when they can assist rangers in raising and lowering a reproduced Star-Spangled Banner flag. Living history interpreters are available on the weekends in the summer and tell stories about the fort and the people who lived in Baltimore while the fort was active. Allow two hours for your visit. There is no charge to visit the grounds.

MOUNT VERNON


M The Walters Art Museum


The Walters Art Museum (600 N. Charles St., 410/547-9000, www.thewalters.org, Wed.-Sun. 10am-5pm, free) showcases the personal art collection of two men: William Thompson Walters, an American industrialist and art collector, and his son, Henry Walters. Both collected paintings, antiques, and sculptures. Upon Henry Walters’s death, their joint collection of more than 22,000 works of art were left to the city of Baltimore for the benefit of the public.

The Walters Art Museum houses a fascinating collection of work that span 5,000 years and five continents. It includes pieces from ancient Egypt, Roman sarcophagi, Renaissance bronzes, Chinese bronzes, and art nouveau jewelry. Some must-see items are an ancient Egyptian mummy from 1000 BC, two Fabergé eggs, and one of the best collections of armor in the country (including a child’s set of armor).
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Be sure to visit the Chamber of Wonders, where the museum has brought to life an intricate scene from a painting from 1620 that came from the area which is now Belgium. The scene replicates the painting in detail and is a re-creation of a chamber of natural history wonders that taps into human ingenuity from all over the globe. A highlight of the room is a 12-foot stuffed alligator. Although general admission to the museum is free, purchased tickets are required for special exhibits.

Washington Monument and Museum at Mount Vernon Place

The Washington Monument and Museum at Mount Vernon Place (699 N. Charles St., 410/396-0929, www.baltimoremuseums.org, Wed.-Fri. 10am-4pm, Sat.-Sun. 10am-5pm, $1) is the site of the first monument planned to honor George Washington, which was completed in 1829. The white marble monument stands 178 feet tall and has a rectangular base, a relatively plain column, and a statue of Washington on the top. The monument looks even more imposing than its 178 feet since it sits on a hill. It was a landmark for boats making their way up the river from the Chesapeake Bay. Today, visitors can climb 228 narrow stone stairs to the top and enjoy a great view of Baltimore. There is a little museum at the base of the monument.

Baltimore Streetcar Museum

The Baltimore Streetcar Museum (1901 Falls Rd., 410/547-0264, www.baltimorestreetcar.org, June-Oct. Sat. noon-5pm, year-round Sun. noon-5pm, $7) offers displays detailing the history of streetcars in the city and their evolution from horse-drawn transportation to an electricity-driven system. The fun part of this interesting little museum is that a number of original historic streetcars have been salvaged and visitors can actually ride in them (accompanied by volunteer conductors) down the old tracks. Unlimited rides are included with the admission fee. For a taste of what you’ll find in the museum, visit the website and click on “Streetcar Memories.”

Basilica of the Assumption

The Basilica of the Assumption (409 Cathedral St., 410/727-3565, www.baltimorebasilica.org, Mon.-Fri. 7am-4pm, Sat.-Sun. 7am to the conclusion of mass at 5:30pm and 4:30pm respectively, $2 donation for tours) was the first Catholic cathedral built in the United States after the Constitution was adopted and quickly became a symbol of the new country’s religious freedom. It was constructed between 1806 and 1821 and the design and architecture overseen by John Carroll, the first bishop in the country (and later archbishop of Baltimore), and Benjamin Henry Latrobe, who designed the U.S. Capitol. The basilica sits on a hill above the harbor and features a grand dome and what was considered cutting-edge neoclassical architecture to match that of the new federal city of Washington DC. Great effort went into creating an architectural symbol of America instead of a European Gothic design. At the time it was built, its only architectural rival in terms of scale and size was the U.S. Capitol, and the basilica was considered the most architecturally advanced structure in the country.

The full name of the cathedral is the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, in Baltimore. It is ranked as a minor basilica, but is also a national shrine. The basilica is a cultural institution in Baltimore and offers services, tours, concerts, and lectures. It also has a prayer garden nearby on the corner of Franklin and North Charles Streets. The basilica recently underwent an extensive two-year restoration. Forty-five minute tours are offered Monday-Saturday at 9am, 11am, and 1pm, although Saturday tours are sometimes not possible due to weddings and special services. Tours are not required for visitation, but sightseeing is not permitted during mass.

Brown Memorial Presbyterian Church

The Brown Memorial Presbyterian Church (1316 Park Ave., 410/523-1542, www.browndowntown.org, daily 9am-6pm, free) is a historical Gothic Revival-style Presbyterian church that was built in 1870. A unique feature is its 11 Tiffany stained glass windows representing scenes from the Bible, several of which are nearly three stories tall. The windows were added in the early 1900s, which made the church a local art treasure.

The National Great Blacks in Wax Museum

The National Great Blacks in Wax Museum (1601 E. North Ave., 410/563-3404, www.greatblacksinwax.org, hours vary throughout season, $12) is the first wax museum in Baltimore and the first African American wax museum in the country. It was established in 1983 and displays more than 100 figures. The museum does a nice job of telling the history behind each figure through audio and text displays. Several famous Baltimore residents are depicted in the museum, including Frederick Douglass and singer Billie Holiday.

The Maryland Historical Society

The Maryland Historical Society (201 W. Monument St., 410/685-3750, www.mdhs.org, Wed.-Sat. 10am-5pm, Sun. noon-5pm, museum only with no library hours on Sun., $6) is a great starting point for discovering Baltimore. You can view more than one million objects on display in two museum buildings including photographs, paintings, manuscripts, and lithographs. It also includes a huge library with more than 7 million items, including the most treasured: the historical manuscript to the “Star-Spangled Banner.” Exhibits cover a diversity of topics including the War of 1812, African American history, women’s history, maritime history, the history of Fell’s Point, immigration, furniture, and mining. The Historical Society is easy to spot—the 1,700-pound, 14-foot statue of Nipper the RCA Dog sits on its rooftop facing Park Street.

HAMPDEN AND HOMEWOOD

Druid Hill Park

Druid Hill Park (2600 Madison Ave., 443/469-8274, www.druidhillpark.org, daily dawn to dusk, free) is a 745-acre park developed in 1860 and approximately two miles from Hampden. It is one of the country’s oldest landscaped public parks, along with Central Park in New York City and Fairmount Park in Philadelphia. Druid Park has something else in common with Central Park; it was formed at the northern edges of the city at the time it was established. To this day, the northern end of the park features forest that is some of the oldest in Maryland. The southern end of the park, however, has always been a popular area for those living in the city. Druid Hill Lake was built in 1863 and is one of the biggest earthen dammed lakes in the nation. Many fountains and artificial ponds that were original features in the park have been drained and reclaimed by nature although their remains can still be found. The park also features tennis courts, a pool, disc golf, and workout equipment. There is also a zoo in the middle of the park, accessible only through the official zoo entrance. Safety can be a concern in the park at any time, but mostly after dark. Be aware of your surroundings as with many city parks, and if you feel uncomfortable, cut your visit short.
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THE MARYLAND ZOO IN BALTIMORE

The Maryland Zoo in Baltimore (Druid Park Lake Drive, 410/366-5466, www.marylandzoo.org, Mar.-Dec. daily 10am-4pm, shorter hours Jan.-Feb., $16.50) is inside the large Druid Hill Park to the west of Hampden. The zoo opened in 1876 and is one of the oldest zoos in the country. It houses more than 1,500 animals. One of the premier exhibits in the zoo is the Polar Bear Watch, where visitors can take a large viewing buggy (like they use on the tundra) to watch three polar bears in their habitat. The zoo also offers other hands-on experiences such as camel rides and a Children’s Zoo, where the little ones can pet certain animals. A family camping experience is also available in the spring.


THE DOG WHO FOUND HIS WAY HOME

The 14-foot, 1,700-pound RCA Dog, known as Nipper, that sits atop the Maryland Historical Society roof has a long history of adventure. The original Nipper was a stray terrier adopted in the 1880s by a man named Mark Barraud. He named the little black and white dog Nipper since he nipped at people’s legs. When Barraud passed away, his brother, Francis, who was a painter, adopted the dog.

At the time, the phonograph was the latest technology. Nipper was captivated by the sound of the machine and would sit with his head tilted near its trumpet listening. Francis thought this would make a great advertisement, and he painted a picture of Nipper and sold it to the Gramophone Company (which made phonographs). A patent was issued in the United States for the trademark of the image, and after two sales of the company, RCA ended up with the image in 1929.
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Nipper gracing the Maryland Historical Society in Mount Vernon



In 1954, The Triangle Sign Company of Baltimore made the statue of Nipper, and it was placed on top of the D&H Distributing building. D&H Distributing was an RCA distributor. But when the company moved in 1976, they left the statue behind.

A collector from Fairfax, Virginia, wanted the statue and after he spent six years trying to convince D&H Distributing to let him buy it, they finally sold it to him for $1. Baltimore residents and officials were outraged. They felt Nipper was a Baltimore landmark, but a sale is a sale, and Nipper left Baltimore and was moved to Virginia where he sat on the collector’s front lawn for 20 years.

In 1996, the collector decided to move, and he sold Nipper to the Baltimore’s City Life Museum for $25,000. Two years later, the museum closed, and the Maryland Historical Society took over its collections and, in turn, inherited Nipper and placed him on the roof. Today visitors can still enjoy the 1,700-pound pooch, who found his way home to Baltimore and seems to be here to stay.




HOWARD PETERS RAWLINGS CONSERVATORY AND BOTANIC GARDENS


The Howard Peters Rawlings Conservatory and Botanic Gardens (3100 Swan Dr., Druid Hill Park, 410/396-0180, www.baltimoreconservatory.org, Tues.-Sun. 10am-4pm, free) within Druid Hill Park is the only remaining public conservatory in Baltimore. The complex dates back to 1888 and consists of two buildings from the Victorian era. There are also three newer buildings. Five different climates are represented in the buildings and there are also beautiful outdoor gardens. The Palm House is one of the most interesting buildings, housing large palm trees in its five-story interior. The Palm House was built in 1888 and designed by George Frederick (who also designed Baltimore’s City Hall). Towering palms reach the upper windows of the impressive house and block some of the natural sunlight in the conservatory.

Les Harris’ Amaranthine Museum

It would be a challenge to find another museum comparable to Les Harris’ Amaranthine Museum (2010 Clipper Park Rd., 410/456-1343, www.amaranthinemuseum.org, Sun. noon-3pm and by appointment, closed July-Aug., $5). This unusual museum, which is open during very limited hours, takes visitors through a maze of the late Baltimore artist Les Harris’s work while telling the history of art in chronological order, starting with prehistoric times and going out into the future. The museum is a labyrinth of art history and the creative process, made up of rooms, chambers, and passages, decorated from floor to ceiling with his art. The Amaranthine Museum (the word “amaranthine” means eternally beautiful) itself is a unique art form and a fun deviation from traditional museums.

Baltimore Museum of Art

The Baltimore Museum of Art (10 Museum Dr., 443/573-1700, www.artbma.org, Wed.-Fri. 10am-5pm, Sat.-Sun. 11am-6pm, free) is a cultural destination in Baltimore and one of two great art museums in the city (the other is the Walters Art Museum in Mount Vernon). The museum is adjacent to the Homewood campus of Johns Hopkins University.

The museum was founded in 1914 and grew from housing one single painting to offering 90,000 pieces on display. Its collection of 19th-century, modern, and contemporary art is internationally known and includes the famous Cone Collection of over 3,000 pieces by world-famous artists donated by wealthy socialite sisters Claribel and Etta Cone. The Cone Collection is worth approximately $1 billion. The Cone Collection includes the largest single collection of works by Henri Matisse in the world (500 total): 42 oil paintings, 18 sculptures, and 36 drawings. It also amasses work by Cézanne, Picasso, Degas, Manet, Van Gogh, and Gauguin.

In addition to the Cone Collection (housed in the Cone Wing), the museum features many other galleries. The West Wing for Contemporary Art contains 16 galleries with 20th- and 21st-century art including abstract expressionism, minimalism, conceptual art, and works by Andy Warhol. American galleries feature paintings, sculptures, decorative arts, and works on paper. There is also an African art collection of more than 2,000 pieces with works spanning from ancient Egypt to contemporary Zimbabwe.

The museum also offers visitors two lovely outdoor gardens with 20th-century sculptures.

Johns Hopkins University

Johns Hopkins University (410/516-8000, www.jhu.edu) is a private research, not-for-profit university that was founded in 1876 and named for philanthropist Johns Hopkins (its benefactor). The university maintains two main campuses both in Baltimore, the Homewood Campus (3400 N. Charles St.) and the Medical Institution Campus (600 N. Wolfe St.). There are secondary campuses in Washington DC, Italy, Singapore, and China. Johns Hopkins developed the concept of a modern research university in the United States and is known throughout the world as one of the best. At least 37 Nobel Prize winners are affiliated with Johns Hopkins.

The Homewood Campus has a parklike setting even though it is located in a large city, with lovely old trees, large grassy areas, stately brick academic buildings, and redbrick residence halls. The Medical Institution Campus is located north of Fell’s Point in east Baltimore.

HOMEWOOD HOUSE

The Homewood House (3400 N. Charles St., 410/516-5589, www.museums.jhu.edu, Tues.-Fri. 11am-4pm, Sat.-Sun. noon-4pm, $8) on the eastern side of Johns Hopkins University is a wonderful example of federal architecture (completed in 1808) decorated with well-researched colors, patterns, and furniture from the period, much of it original. The country home was owned by wealthy Baltimore residents during the colonial era and then by the son of Charles Carroll, a signer of the Declaration of Independence.

EVERGREEN MUSEUM & LIBRARY

The Evergreen Museum & Library (4545 N. Charles St., 410/516-0341, www.museums.jhu.edu, Tues.-Fri. 11am-4pm, Sat.-Sun. noon-4pm, $8) is a beautiful mansion that was built in the mid-19th century and purchased by the president of the B&O Railroad. John W. Garrett, in 1878. This wonderful examplar of the Gilded Age sits surrounded by Italian-style gardens on 26 acres. The museum and library hold a collection of rare books, manuscripts, and artwork. The estate’s 48 rooms, housing more than 50,000 items from the Garrett family (including a 24K gold-leafed toilet), can be viewed by the public only on guided tours. Tours begin every hour on the hour with the last tour starting at 3pm. Concerts and lectures are also given on the property. The museum is 4.5 miles north of the Inner Harbor.
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Evergreen Museum & Library, north of Homewood



Lacrosse Museum and National Hall of Fame

The Lacrosse Museum and National Hall of Fame (113 W. University Pkwy., 410/235-6882, www.uslacrosse.org, Mon.-Fri. 11am-3pm, $3) shares the origins of lacrosse with the public through art, photographs, antique gear and uniforms, trophies, sculpture, and other artifacts. There are also two multimedia presentations that visitors can enjoy. The Hall of Fame Gallery details players’ accomplishments using interactive computer programs. There’s a gift shop on-site.

WALKING TOURS

Historic walking tours around Baltimore are given by the Preservation Society of Fell’s Point and Federal Hill (410/675-6750, www.preservationsociety.com). Popular tours include the Secrets of the Seaport (departs from the Fell’s Point Visitors Center at 812 S. Ann St., 410/675-6750, ext. 16, 1.5-2 hours, $10) and the Authentic Ghostwalk (1724-26 Thames St., 410/675-6750, ext. 16, Apr.-Nov. Fri.-Sat. 7pm). Call for reservations.

Entertainment and Events

NIGHTLIFE

Whether you’re looking for delicious cocktails, a large wine selection, or a wild night of dancing, Baltimore has it all.

One block from the Inner Harbor is a great collection of bars and clubs in an entertainment complex called Power Plant Live! (www.powerplantlive.com). The complex opened in sections between 2001 and 2003 and was named for a neighboring former power plant on Pier 4 that faces the Inner Harbor. Restaurants, bars, and nightclubs line an outdoor plaza where free music is offered May-October on the plaza stage. A popular venue in the complex is Rams Head Live (20 Market Pl., 410/244-1131, www.ramsheadlive.com). This general admission, standing-room-only venue features five full-service bars and two food kiosks. A wide variety of groups play here including Patty Smith, Big Head Todd and the Monsters, They Might Be Giants, and Citizen Cope.

Two blocks north of the Inner Harbor near Power Plant Live! is a slightly upscale nightclub that caters to an older crowd. The Havana Club (600 Water St., 410/468-0022, www.havanaclub-baltimore.com, Wed.-Sat. 6pm-2am) is above Ruth’s Chris Steak House and features a more intimate atmosphere with leather seating areas, private seating options, an extensive wine list, and a notable cigar selection. They also offer salsa dancing on Friday nights. The dress code is business casual.

Hidden in an industrial warehouse area southwest of the Inner Harbor is a thriving dance club called Paradox (1310 Russell St., 410/837-9110, www.thedox.com). People come from all over Maryland and Virginia to be part of the serious dance parties that take place on the wooden dance floor. They feature all types of dance music and do not serve alcohol.

An upscale nightclub and lounge in the heart of the city is LuX (10 S. Calvert St., 410/528-8994, www.luxbaltimore.com). The two-story club was designed much like those found in Miami and offers bottle service and table purchases. They are known for good service and VIP-style charm. They offer contemporary American menu items. There is a dress code, so no athletic apparel or casual street-wear is allowed.

Those looking for a terrific place to catch live jazz won’t be disappointed by An Die Musik Live (409 N. Charles St., 2nd Fl., 410/385-2638, www.andiemusiklive.com), downtown on the second floor of a town house. This intimate concert venue is for true music lovers. The cool, renovated building offers great acoustics, comfortable seating, and a high caliber of artists. There is no elevator, so be prepared to climb some stairs.

Not far away is a popular, old-school drinking establishment called Club Charles (1724 N. Charles St., 410/727-8815, www.clubcharles.us, Mon.-Sun. 6pm-2am). This art deco bar is dark and crowded, but the bartenders are fantastic and the drinks are strong. There’s even a resident ghost that plays pranks at the bar.

A classy place to linger over a drink and soak in a gorgeous view of the city is the 13th Floor (1 E. Chase St., 410/347-0880, www.13floorbelvedere.com, Sun. and Wed. 5pm-10pm, Thurs. 5pm-11pm, Fri.-Sat. 5pm-1am). This Mount Vernon establishment is housed in the historic Belvedere Hotel building, which was known during the early part of the 20th century as the premier hotel in the city hosting U.S. presidents, foreign dignitaries, and movie stars. Today, the newly renovated restaurant and bar feature dark hardwood floors, white tabletops, live jazz, and a 360-degree view of the city. This is another place with a dress code, so be prepared so you’re not disappointed.
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