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Welcome to Achieve Reading: The Expected Standard – Question Workbook


In this book you will ﬁnd lots of practice and information to help you achieve the 


expected standard in the Key Stage 2 Reading test.


It contains lots of reading extracts, some ﬁction, some non-ﬁction and some 


poetry. Each extract is followed by a selection of questions testing different 


reading skills, such as comprehension, making inferences, making predictions and 


the effect of language choices on meaning.


About the Key Stage 2  



Reading National Test


The test will take place in the summer term in Year 6. It will be done in your school 


and will be marked by examiners – not by your teacher.


In the test you will be given a booklet containing a range of texts and another 


booklet for your answers. The texts will be from ﬁction, non-ﬁction and poetry. The 


ﬁrst text will be the easiest and the last text will be the most challenging. The texts 


and questions will be very similar to the texts that you have been reading in school. 


You will have one hour to read the texts and complete the answer booklet.


The test is worth a total of 50 marks.


•


  Some questions ask you to ﬁnd the answer in the text. These questions are 


usually worth 1 mark. These make up 44–66 % of the marks.


•


  Some questions ask you to write a short answer. These questions are usually 


worth 2 marks. They make up 20–40 % of the marks.


•


  Other questions ask you to write a longer answer. These are worth 3 marks. 


They make up 6–24 % of the marks.
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Test techniques


Before the tests 



•


   Try to revise little and often, rather than in long 


sessions.


•


  Choose a time of day when you are not tired or 



hungry.


•


  Choose somewhere quiet so you can focus.



•


  Revise with a friend. You can encourage and learn 



from each other.


•


  Read the ‘Top tips’ throughout this book to remind 



you of important points in answering test questions.


•


  Keep track of your score using the table on the inside 



back cover of this book.


•


  KEEP READING all kinds of non-ﬁction, ﬁction and 



poetry texts.


During the tests 



•


  READ THE QUESTION AND READ IT AGAIN.


•


  If you ﬁnd a question difﬁcult to answer, move on; you 


can always come back to it later.


•


  Always answer a multiple-choice question. If you 


really can’t work out an answer, read the text again 


and try to think of the most sensible response.


•


  Check to see how many marks a question is worth. 


Have you written enough to ‘earn’ those marks in 


your answer?


•


  Read the question again after you have answered it. 


Check you have done what the question asked you  


to do.


•


  If you have any time left at the end, go back to the 


questions you have missed. 
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These questions will help you practise:


★  understanding words in context



★  identifying how language choices enhance meaning



★  making inferences



★  retrieving and recording information.



The garage


I hadn't explored the new house in detail yet, we'd only just moved in 


two days before. Something or someone drew me towards the dark and 


gloomy-looking garage. My family were inside eating – worrying about my 


older sister, again. 


It was just me staring curiously at the garage. It resembled a building site 


or rubbish dump. A long stone path led you there and the door hung off 


its hinges, leaving a gap I could peek through. 


When we first viewed the house, the estate agent stood outside the 


garage with his arms spread wide and said 'Think what it will look like 


once it's all cleaned up!' He looked at me with a cringy and stupid smile 


on his face. 'You could have a games room at the end of the garden!'


I wasn't interested, until now …


I found her hiding in the dark section of the garage behind a set of broken 


suitcases, sitting in the dirt and dust, surrounded by cobwebs. She was 


pale and extremely filthy, and I was scared that she had died in that garage 


– but then I saw her arm twitch! I would soon find out I had discovered 


something terrifying but unusual. There probably wasn't another creature 


like her anywhere else. 















Total for  


this text
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1


  Look at the first paragraph. 



   Find and copy one word that is closest in meaning to being 



anxious about something. 



 


2


  According to the text, the garage is described as a building site 



or rubbish dump. 



    What does this description suggest about the garage?
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