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Fame and fortune are in your future.


Ever wondered how social media platforms weave their special magic, allowing some people to become international superstars? Of course you have. This book will reveal the secrets of TikTok: from the For You page to re-watches, from duets to the like-to-follow ratio. TikTok is especially fascinating as it’s done some things no other social media platforms have done, such as making content creation and growing a big audience really ridiculously easy.


In this book, you’ll find advice ranging from the practical to the inspirational from more than 45 people who have achieved fame and success on TikTok, along with interviews from industry folk giving you behind-the-scenes tips on how to be professional, make money, and grow your career. You’re going to be the next big thing.


Let’s do this.





“… show only what is absolutely necessary.”






1. It’s all in the edit
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Sean Millea


@seanmillea_


>650K


At first, I wasn’t sure if I wanted to learn a new platform and commit to growing it. I posted a TikTok I’d previously made, a snippet of a cartoon of me and my best friend, and it got omore than 12,000 views. “Dude! We’re going viral!” I said. It hooked me right then and there. I had gone to film school at NYU (New York University), so I had training in directing, camera angles, editing and techniques that keep people visually engaged. I make sure my TikToks are as visually appealing as possible, roping in all the little editing and directing techniques. TikTok is teaching me to write and edit in a way that shows only what is absolutely necessary. It does help to treat your TikToks like an essay. Have a thesis statement or premise and make the TikTok all about proving that thesis statement.


I will say I am a bit of a procrastinator; somebody commented once, after I hadn’t posted in a while, “You fell off,” which was the worst thing they could have said. The creative process is really delicate and sometimes you don’t feel like making anything. I also delete the app off my phone often, because as I’ve grown more of a following, it gives me a bit of anxiety to sit there and look at all the notifications coming in all the time. And it can be discouraging when you make something that you thought would do well, but it gets low numbers. Still, what’s cool about TikTok is that the likes feel a very accurate representation of whether your TikTok was good or not.






2. Learn lip sync tricks
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Rahul Rai


@therealrahulrai


>2.3M


I did a lot of Bollywood dance growing up, and a big part of that is not just the choreography but lip syncing to the music as well. I never thought of lip syncing as an actual skill, but it’s wonderful that I can put it to use. I’m realizing that TikTok is about working hard, but it’s also about working smart. You need an incredible amount of humility and self-awareness, because you must learn new skills outside of your comfort zone. For example, I’m an actor, and although sketch comedy and skits aren’t something I know, I’m still trying them out. They used to scare me but now if I have an idea, I can just do it without sweating it too much. TikTok is like my playground; I don’t really plan out my content a whole lot. I just collect sounds, make videos based on my mood, and don’t restrict myself. I love that you have control over it. You dictate what you’re creating, you don’t have to wait for an audition.






Rahul’s top three lip sync hacks


Lip syncing can be hard, but you can find your own hacks to make it easier to deliver a great video. For example:


You can record three–five-second clips, which makes it easier to remember and get right.


You can also do things to split up the dialogue, like turn your head or look up or down.


Incorporate props such a taking a sip of coffee—whatever breaks it up a little.






Top tip


Always be researching, looking for new ideas, and think about writing the “headline” for your TikTok to ensure it gets attention.






3. Research and write
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Mireya Rios


@mireyarios


>2.3M


I make TikToks in the beauty space, and it’s my approach to research and writing that has driven my success. I was an intern at Interview magazine, and I’ve written more than 80 beauty articles for a beauty blog, so I’ve got an editorial background. It really trained me in researching, writing and pitching headlines like “The four beauty products you need in your life.” I became an expert in creating catchy titles, and I’ve used that approach with my TikToks to help me grab attention and connect with an audience.


You’ve got to do your research, so go through blogs, visit homepages, read magazines like Vogue and Elle, search for content, visit stores, ask what your friends are consuming and concerned with. The more you research and read, the more you’ll be brainstorming ideas for how to write and angle your own content. As you’re researching, start writing your ideas out like a title for a blog post or magazine article; it’ll help you refine and inform the content that you make and get the attention of an audience. You can’t just sit there and talk about mascara. Your content has to have a purpose, a “why” you are talking about this and “why” someone might want to listen to you.






4. Embrace Experimentation
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Jack Innanen


@yungjackinnanen


>2.2M


I’d reposted some videos from my Snapchat and Instagram stories to TikTok, and noticed people were liking them, though I was just goofing around and not taking it seriously. But it had piqued my interest. I thought, “I’ve always loved telling these funny stories, it makes me happy and it’s a fun escape from the day.” I had grown up wanting to be a YouTuber, I’d missed the Vine wave, and so it was September 2019 when I decided I was going to take this seriously. I made a plan to post two to four TikToks every single day. You have to experiment with what you’re making. I tried everything, and some things would hit but I didn’t enjoy making them; other things did well but I’d burn out quickly or not be proud of the work.


You’re going to make some weird TikToks that will not do well, and people might make fun of you for it, but understand that it doesn’t really matter as long as you’re experimenting, getting closer to finding what you like and what works. When a couple of sketches blew up, it felt right to do more as they were at the intersection of my passion and performance. A big part of their success was ensuring I landed a joke in the first five seconds so people would want to watch more. I started making more sketch TikToks, and I set myself the goal of going from 50,000 followers to 1 million within a few months. In mid-November of that year I hit 1 million. I was really proud because I never thought it would happen. It’s a lot of work though; I write the script, film, and edit, and each 59-second TikTok takes me up to five hours.
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