



[image: ]








[image: ]






Acknowledgements


Thanks to OCR for permission to reproduce the Mark Scheme on page 9, taken from Unit G582, January 2012.


Exam practice questions © OCR G582 2007–2012. Answer guidance (online) has not been written or approved by OCR.






Every effort has been made to trace all copyright holders, but if any have been inadvertently overlooked the Publishers will be pleased to make the necessary arrangements at the first opportunity.


Although every effort has been made to ensure that website addresses are correct at time of going to press, Hodder Education cannot be held responsible for the content of any website mentioned in this book. It is sometimes possible to find a relocated web page by typing in the address of the home page for a website in the URL window of your browser.


Hachette UK’s policy is to use papers that are natural, renewable and recyclable products and made from wood grown in sustainable forests. The logging and manufacturing processes are expected to conform to the environmental regulations of the country of origin.


Orders:
Please contact Bookpoint Ltd, 130 Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4SB.
Telephone: +44 (0)1235 827720.
Fax: +44 (0)1235 400454.
Lines are open 9.00a.m.–5.00p.m., Monday to Saturday, with a 24-hour message answering service. Visit our website at www.hoddereducation.co.uk


© Jill Oliphant 2013


First published in 2013 by
Hodder Education,
An Hachette UK Company
338 Euston Road
London NW1 3BH


Impression number 10  9  8  7  6  5  4  3  2  1
Year 2017  2016  2015  2014  2013


All rights reserved. Apart from any use permitted under UK copyright law, no part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or held within any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher or under licence from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited. Further details of such licences (for reprographic reproduction) may be obtained from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited, Saffron House, 6–10 Kirby Street, London EC1N 8TS.


Cover photo © N_design/iStockphoto


Typeset in CronosPro-Lt 12pts by Datapage (India) Pvt. Ltd.
Printed in Spain


A catalogue record for this title is available from the British Library
ISBN 978 14441 82521
eISBN 978 14441 82545







Get the most from this book


This book will help you to revise for the OCR A2 Religious Studies: Religious Ethics specification. It is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding.


Tick each box when you have:




•  revised and understood a topic


•  tested yourself


•  practised the exam questions and gone online to see the answer guidance.





Tick to track your progress


Use the revision planner on pages 4–6 to plan your revision, topic by topic.


You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.
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Features to help you succeed
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Exam tips


Throughout the book there are tips to help you boost your final grade.
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Typical mistakes


Identifies the typical mistakes candidates make and explains how you can avoid them.
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Now test yourself


These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first step in testing your learning. Answers are provided at the back of the book
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Key words


Clear, concise definitions of essential key terms are provided on the page where they first appear. You can also find them in the Glossary at the back of the book.
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Exam practice


Practice exam questions are provided for each chapter. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.
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Online


Go online to see the answer guidance to the exam questions at www.therevisionbutton.co.uk/myrevisionnotes.
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Introduction


What is the study of Religious Ethics about?


The study of Religious Ethics is the philosophical study of good and bad, what makes something right and what makes something else wrong. It requires you to examine moral issues such as abortion and euthanasia and to examine many different ethical approaches to these issues, both religious and secular.


The A2 level Religious Ethics part of the Religious Studies specification aims to:




•  develop your interest in and enthusiasm for a rigorous study of religious ethics and relate it to the wider world


•  treat the subject as an academic discipline by developing knowledge, understanding and skills appropriate to the specialist study of religious ethics


•  adopt an enquiring, critical and reflective approach to the study of religious ethics


•  reflect on and develop your own values, opinions and attitudes in the light of their learning.





Why study Religious Ethics?


For students who have already studied Religious Ethics at AS, taking A2 level Religious Ethics is a natural progression. There is a clear pathway from the work that students do at AS level Religious Studies and what they have to do at A2, as the same ethical theories are used but applied to different ethical issues.


What is covered in A2 level Religious Studies?


A2 level Religious Studies consists of two units. You can do any combination you like of the following units:


Unit G581: A2 Philosophy of Religion




•  Religious language


•  Experience and religion


•  Nature of God


•  Life and death


•  Miracles





Unit G582: A2 Religious Ethics




•  Meta ethics


•  Free will and determinism


•  Conscience


•  Virtue ethics


•  Applied ethics topics





Unit G583: A2 Jewish Scriptures




•  Reward and punishment


•  Amos and Hosea


•  Messianic hope and the ethical kingdom


•  Ruth


•  Wisdom literature and religious experience





Unit G584: A2 New Testament




•  Setting and methodology


•  Themes in the New Testament





Unit G585: A2 Developments in Christian Theology




•  Theology of religions


•  Feminist theology





Unit G586: A2 Buddhism




•  Key concepts


•  The importance of scriptures


•  Religious practice


•  Later Buddhist developments


•  Ethics





Unit G587: A2 Hinduism




•  Key concepts


•  The importance of scriptures


•  Religious practice


•  Later Hindu developments


•  Ethics





Unit G588: A2 Islam




•  Beliefs


•  Muslim life


•  Development of Islam





Unit G589: A2 Judaism




•  Beliefs


•  Developments in Judaism





Most students study G581 and G582. This book covers G582 – Religious Ethics.


The units are split up into two key areas: ethical theories and applied ethics. In this book, each chapter covers either an ethical theory or an applied ethical issue.


The ethical theories covered are:




•  Natural law


•  Kantian ethics


•  Utilitarianism


•  Virtue ethics.


•  Religious ethics





This book only uses Christian ethics as that is what most candidates use, but candidates are free to use the ethics of any of the other religions studied: Buddhism, Judaism, Islam or Hinduism.


The ethical issues covered are:




•  Sexual ethics


•  Business ethics


•  Environmental ethics.









	Ethical theories/issues

	Chapter

	Page






	Meta ethics

	1

	11






	Free will and determinism

	2

	17






	Conscience

	3

	26






	Virtue ethics

	4

	32






	Business ethics

	5

	37






	Environmental ethics

	6

	45






	Sexual ethics

	7

	53







How does the assessment work?


Each exam lasts 1 hour and 30 minutes and you are expected to answer 2 questions from 4.


In A2 units, you are expected to display knowledge, understanding and evaluative skills in respect to the specified topics. You are asked essay-style questions in which you may be expected to use material from more than one area within the unit, to draw comparisons and to assess the relative significance of different aspects of the unit. The questions direct you towards the Assessment Objectives, but you are expected to select your own material and structure it yourself into a coherent answer. Each question is examined using the two Assessment Objectives:


AO1 focuses on knowledge and understanding. This includes selecting relevant course material to answer the questions set, using examples to demonstrate how the theories work, using subject specific terms and names fluidly in your answers, as well as constructing your essay in a mature and sophisticated manner. This is worth 60% of the marks (21 out of 35 marks).


AO2 focuses on evaluation. You can assess the strengths and weaknesses of a theory by looking at whether it is internally coherent and not hypocritical, or by applying it to fictional situations to see if the conclusions are perverse. You are expected to be able to draw on the criticisms made by other contemporary scholars. This is worth 40% of the marks (14 out of 35 marks).


Assessment Objectives (AO)
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Examples of the full range of question types appear in this guide in the Exam Practice questions.




Countdown to my exams
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6–8 weeks to go




•  Start by looking at the specification available from www.ocr.org.uk. Make sure you know exactly what material you need to revise and the style of the examination. Use the revision planner on pages 4–6 to familiarise yourself with the topics.


•  Organise your notes, making sure you have covered everything on the specification. The revision planner will help you group your notes into topics.


•  Work out a realistic revision plan that will allow you time for relaxation. Set aside days and times for all the subjects that you need to study, and stick to your timetable.


•  Set yourself sensible targets. Break your revision down into focused sessions of around 40 minutes, divided by breaks. These Revision Notes organise the basic facts into short, memorable sections to make revising easier.
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4–6 weeks to go




•  Read through the relevant sections of this book and refer to the exam tips, typical mistakes and key words. Test your understanding of each topic by working through the ‘Now test yourself’ questions in the book and checking the answers at the back of the book.


•  Make a note of any problem areas as you revise, and ask your teacher to go over these in class.


•  Look at past papers. They are one of the best ways to revise and practise your exam skills. Write or prepare planned answers to the exam practice questions provided in this book. See the answer guidance online at www.therevisionbutton.co.uk/myrevisionnotes.


•  Try different revision methods. For example, you can make notes using mind maps, spider diagrams or flash cards.


•  Track your progress using the revision planner and give yourself a reward when you have achieved your target.
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One week to go




•  Try to fit in at least one more timed practice of an entire past paper and seek feedback from your teacher, comparing your work closely with the mark scheme.


•  Check out the revision planner to make sure you haven’t missed out any topics. Brush up on any areas of difficulty by talking them over with a friend or getting help from your teacher.


•  Attend any revision classes put on by your teacher. Remember, he or she is an expert at preparing people for examinations.
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The day before the examination




•  Flick through these Revision Notes for useful reminders, for example the exam tips, typical mistakes and key words.


•  Check the time and place of your examination.


•  Make sure you have everything you need – extra pens and pencils, tissues, a watch, bottled water, sweets.


•  Allow some time to relax and have an early night to ensure you are fresh and alert for the examinations.
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1 Meta ethics
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1.1 What is meta ethics?


Meta ethics asks what moral statements mean and examines ethical language. In other words, what do we mean when we call something ‘good’ or ‘bad’? Meta ethics is about normative ethics and tries to make sense of the words that are used so that we fully understand what we mean when we call something good or bad. For some people ethical statements are about facts which are either right or wrong, but for others they are what we believe is right or wrong – ethical statements are more expressions of emotion or point of view.


Ethical language


Ethical language refers to the words we use in ethics. It examines the meaning of ethical judgements like ‘good’ and ‘evil’, ‘just’ and ‘unjust’. It asks whether these terms have different meanings in different cultures and at different times. Ethical language examines the status, origins and meanings of the ethical words we use. Some philosophers feel that this must be addressed before we can even begin to consider how we should act.
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