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Join the Rainbow Magic Reading Challenge!


Read the story and collect your fairy points to climb the Reading Rainbow at the back of the book.


This book is worth 1 star.









To Olivia Rose, wishing you a magical future


[image: Special thanks to Rachel Elliot]
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[image: Jack Frost’s Spell]


Lightning crackle, frostbite splinter,


Icy winds bring endless winter.


Freeze each lake and rushing river.


Make the fairies shake and shiver!


When pesky fairies fail to listen,


Seal them in an icy prison!


Trapped for ever and a day,


So I can steal their gifts away!









[image: With thanks to STAMMA for their support, in particular Catherine Woolley for her input. If you’d like to discover more about stammering, visit STAMMA’s online resources for more information.]









[image: Chapter One Buoys and Girls]


“This is it!” Gracie Adebayo shouted, bouncing up and down in her seat. “Look, everyone!”


All the other children in the minibus pressed their faces against the windows or peered across from their seats. A steep, craggy mountain towered above a vast lake. It was reflected in the glassy water. Upright pine trees clustered around the edges of the lake.


“Welcome to the Rainbow Lake National Park!” said Mrs Harris, their teacher.


“It looks like something out of Fairyland,” whispered Gracie’s best friend, Khadijah Khan.


The girls shared a secret smile. With their friends Rachel Walker and Kirsty Tate, they had visited Fairyland many times. No one else knew about their magical adventures.


Kirsty put down her book and smiled, looking at the mountains. She was looking forward to seeing her best friend, Rachel. Mrs Harris had organised for a few children to go on a fun half-term activity week in the Rainbow Lake National Park. Rachel’s school was sending a group to the activity week too, and they would be arriving the next day.


[image: image]


“We’ve been travelling for hours,” said Gracie, wriggling in her seat. “I want to jump straight out of this minibus and into the lake.”


The other children giggled, but Mrs Harris looked alarmed.


“Don’t you dare, Gracie Adebayo,” she said. “The only thing you’ll be jumping into is a life jacket. For your first activity, you will be sailing on the lake. On the lake, Gracie.”


Gracie overdid a pretend sad face, and everyone laughed again. The minibus stopped outside a stone building next to the lake.


“Welcome to our hostel for the week,” said Mrs Harris.


Everyone tumbled into the hostel to drop off their bags. Gracie and Khadijah were the first to be back outside. They could hardly wait to start sailing.


Mrs Harris was standing on a long, wooden jetty that stretched out into the lake. A blond man was beside her, wearing a life jacket. There were two little wooden boats bobbing at the end of the jetty. Each had a single white sail and balloons attached to the sides.


“This is your sailing instructor, Rob,” said Mrs Harris. “This is Gracie and Khadijah.”


Rob smiled and gave them each a life jacket. Gracie used her little arm to hold her jacket steady as she did it up with her right hand.


“Have you sailed before?” Rob asked.


The girls shook their heads.


“I’ll teach you everything you need to know,” he said. “This part of Rainbow Lake is clear and shallow, so it’s a great place to start learning.”
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When all the children were there, they each put on life jackets as Rob stepped into one of the boats.


“Let’s start with some simple safety rules,” he said. “First, always keep your hands inside the boat …”


Everyone listened carefully to the safety rules. Then Rob showed them how to check where the wind was coming from, raise the sail, hold a steady course and turn the boat. When everyone had practised, they were ready for their first challenge.


“I have put two buoys close to the other side of the lake,” said Rob. “There is a pot of little flags stuck to each one. In small groups, I want you to sail your boat over to the buoy, take a flag and bring it back to me. Be gentle and try not to pop any of the balloons against the jetty.”


Khadijah and Gracie stepped into the first boat. It was painted blue, with the name Skylark in white along the side.


“Come on, Skylark,” said Kirsty, patting the side of the boat. “You can do it.”


“Cast off the bow rope,” Rob reminded them. “Then point Skylark into the wind.”


Kirsty untied the bow rope and held Skylark alongside the jetty. Khadijah and Gracie hoisted the sail. Kirsty got in carefully and pushed off. The wind filled the sail and they were on their way.


“We did it!” cheered Gracie. “Woo-hoo! When we get to the flags we’ll have to sail-e-brate.”


Kirsty groaned. “Oh no, she’s started punning.”


Gracie pulled a captain’s hat out of her pocket and plonked it on her head.


[image: image]


“What is the only vegetable not allowed on boats?” she asked. “Leeks! Get it?”


Khadijah giggled. “Aye, aye, Captain!”


They all had a turn at holding the tiller and aiming towards the buoy.


“What a boat-iful day,” Gracie went on, grinning. “The view is fin-tastic!”


“We’re nearly at the buoy,” said Khadijah.


Gracie pushed the tiller and they started to turn … away from the buoy.


“Turn the other way!” Kirsty exclaimed.


“Whoops!” said Gracie. “That’s strange – I’m sure I pushed it the right way. I’ll make the turn and you grab the flag.”
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