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INTRODUCTION










No one who watched the men's 100m final at the 1988 Olympics in Seoul will ever forget how Canada's Ben Johnson powered down the track like his victory was never in doubt. He crossed the line in world-record time with his index finger raised to confirm his status: number one. It could easily have represented 'number one cheater' as within days he was on his way home, stripped of his medal and world record, his career in tatters in a blaze of global publicity over his use of performance-enhancing drugs.




  The motives behind cheating, corruption and general naughtiness in sport are not all that different from those found in politics, business or even everyday life. Wherever there are people, you will find a certain amount of greed, lust, ambition and insecurity. But sports stars are held up to us as role models, and the extraordinary pressure on them to conduct themselves accordingly means that, when it happens, their fall from grace is all the greater (and better reported).




  In the following pages I've brought together some of the best known of these scandals, stretching back more than a hundred years, from ungentlemanly Victorian cricketers to modern-day philandering footballers. And you'll also find some less well known but still rather remarkable true stories. The chapters are themed according to the type of scandal rather than the sport, and each one begins with a 'key scandal' which is arguably the juiciest or most famous example. Apart from that, the entries in each chapter are in chronological order, from earliest to most recent, but some miscreants have scandalised us across multiple years, so sometimes their mischief is gathered together in one place for your reading pleasure.













BAD BEHAVIOUR: SEX











Sportsmen and women work hard to prepare their bodies for competition, spending hours at the gym or training ground. Once their events are over they are just as susceptible as anyone else to the illicit pleasures of the flesh. With their levels of fame hardly acting as a deterrent to dalliances, the sporting sex scandal has been a familiar feature in the media for years.











KEY SCANDAL: TIGER IN THE ROUGH


 


Achievements on the golf course are only part of setting an example. Character and decency are what really count. Parents used to point to me as a role model for their kids. I owe all of those families a special apology. I want to say to them that I am truly sorry.


Tiger Woods, 19 February 2010


 


Just what had led to the most accomplished, successful and famous golfer of the modern era having to apologise in such an uncomfortable and public way?




  Tiger Woods had burst on to the sporting stage in 1997 when he won his first major tournament at the US Masters in Augusta, Georgia, by 12 strokes, shooting a score of 18 under par. Both were records that still stand. Being just 21 at the time, he created another record by being the youngest ever winner.




  His prodigious talent saw him go on to win a further 13 major tournaments and he looked certain to overhaul the record of 18, held by golfing legend Jack Nicklaus.




  With the success on the fairway and greens came lucrative sponsorships deals. Companies paid well to have this gentlespeaking giant of the game on board. Nike signed Woods in 1996 for $40 million over five years. This amount was doubled for his next contract with them in 2001.


  Professional triumphs mirrored personal fulfilment off the golf course: Woods was married in 2004 to the SwedishAmerican model and au pair Elin Nordegren. The couple had two children, born in 2007 and 2009.




  On the night of 27 November 2009 police were called to the Woods residence in Windermere, near Orlando, Florida. In what was called 'the car crash heard round the world', Woods' Cadillac Escalade SUV had been driven into a tree, 150 feet from his home at 2.30 a.m. On the way, the SUV had been driven into a hedge and a fire hydrant. Woods was found lapsing into unconsciousness at the scene and taken to hospital. At first it was suggested that his wife had smashed the rear windows of the SUV to help get him out of the crashed vehicle, but it was later revealed that she had smashed the rear window with a golf club in a rage as Woods fled his house following an argument.




  Woods was cited for a small traffic violation for careless driving, but the matter wasn't about to end there. Two days before the crash a US tabloid had printed a story about an affair Woods was alleged to have had with a nightclub hostess in New York. This was only the beginning. Soon one of the biggest media storms involving a sportsperson erupted as more and more allegations began to emerge about infidelities by the world's number-one golfer.




  In December 2009, Woods announced a break from professional golf to concentrate on his family. He was divorced in August 2010.




  After the scandal, companies backed away and firms such as AT&T and General Motors tore up their sponsorship deals, but while Woods' form on the golf course never revived to his previous levels he was still very bankable. Golf Digest magazine reported he made $55 million in 2014 – 99 per cent of this came via endorsements.




 



MRS BROWN'S BOY




While football players are more commonly reported on for their off-the-pitch activities, it is not unknown for managers and coaching staff to appear in the media. This scandal in particular involved one of England's most famous clubs. 


  Tommy Docherty was a Scottish manager renowned for his ready quips, but this overshadowed his talent as a manager. After being in charge of Chelsea, Queens Park Rangers, Aston Villa, Porto and Scotland's national team, he joined Manchester United in 1972. Docherty became the first manager to see Manchester United relegated, but the attacking style of football his team produced saw them bounce straight back.




  In May 1977 the Old Trafford side won the FA Cup, their first victory of the famous trophy for 14 years. But the manager didn't have long to enjoy his success, as it was revealed soon after that Docherty, who was married, was having an affair with Mary Brown, who was also married – to the club's physiotherapist.




  Docherty was sacked for breaching his contract, but his relationship with Mary Brown resulted in a long-lasting marriage. In 2013 he said: 'When I got the sack from Manchester United after my affair it didn't matter. She's worth twenty Manchester Uniteds.'




 



SEX, LINES AND VIDEOTAPE




In 1998 two footballers made a sex tape that no one else would have seen had one of the participants destroyed it, rather than throwing it in the rubbish where a reporter discovered it. The rubbish rubbish-thrower-outer was Manchester United forward Dwight Yorke and his partner in crime was Australian goalkeeper Mark Bosnich who was playing for Aston Villa at the time.




  The players had set up a hidden camera to record their exploits with four women, and the video showed them dressing up in women's clothes and Bosnich being spanked. 


  Bosnich was no stranger to bad headlines. In October 1996 he had been in trouble for giving a Nazi salute while playing for Aston Villa against Tottenham Hotspur. In a game the year before, Bosnich had knocked Spurs' German forward Jürgen Klinsmann unconscious with his knee. When Spurs fans started chanting 'Klinsmann!' at Bosnich, he reacted by giving the salute, and at the same time putting his index finger across his top lip, to imitate Hitler's moustache. Spurs has a strong Jewish following. The Australian claimed he was imitating John Cleese's character Basil Fawlty but apologised, saying, 'If it had been intentional, I should be in jail.' He was fined £1,000 by the Football Association (FA).




  In June 1999, a day after signing for Manchester United, Bosnich was arrested on his stag night for allegedly grabbing a photographer's camera outside a lap-dancing club. He was released just in time to make it to the hotel for his big day. 


  Bosnich joined Chelsea after leaving Manchester United in 2001 but was sacked when he was found to have taken cocaine. His habit saw him enter a clinic for treatment. He returned to Australia and played several games before finally retiring in 2009, when he became a television pundit.




 



HUMPED




It was a bitter humiliation for Israel's national football team when they were beaten 8–0 on aggregate by Denmark in a play-off for Euro 2000. But when it was revealed that some players had spent the night before the first leg with prostitutes, it turned into a full-blown scandal. The Israeli Internal Security Minister at the time, Shlomo Ben-Ami, tried to keep a sense of humour when he said, 'If it had been the Danish players who partied with call girls, the result would have been the same.'




 



SCORING FOR FUN




Now retired, Ally McCoist was a footballing Scot with a quick wit – almost as quick as his eye for a goal. When talking about the English rugby team Wasps, he wondered if they had a B Team.




  McCoist began his career at St Johnstone in Scotland, then played in England at Sunderland before joining Rangers in 1983, where he became a firm favourite of the fans – if not of managers such as Graeme Souness. 'Super Ally' once got into trouble with the renowned hard man Souness for going to Cheltenham to see the horse racing rather than resting on an official day off. Despite his manager's displeasure, McCoist's career at the Glasgow club didn't come to an end and he went on to score a total of 355 goals for Rangers, a club record. 


  As he neared the end of his playing career, McCoist found success on TV as a football pundit and also as a team captain on the BBC panel show A Question of Sport.




  In 2001 he found himself in another type of trouble when his affair with actress and singer Patsy Kensit became public. Not only that, but it was revealed he was also having an affair with an air stewardess. In a scenario that would not have been out of place in TV drama Footballers' Wives, it turned out that while McCoist was trying to reconcile with his wife Allison, she had been seeing their landscape gardener. The couple divorced in 2004.




 



ROONEY!




Scouse footballer Wayne Rooney will be remembered for many things: being the youngest player to represent England (at the time), being England's youngest ever scorer, England's highest scorer (51 goals by the end of 2015) and being the winner of numerous titles and cups for his club side Manchester United.




  Unfortunately, the Liverpudlian will also be remembered for frequenting prostitutes.




  In 2004 Rooney admitted visiting massage parlours and prostitutes when younger, something he apologised for, saying, 'I now regret it deeply and hope people may understand it was the sort of mistake you make when you are young and stupid.' One of the prostitutes he frequented was a grandmother. 


  In 2010 the Sunday Mirror reported that Rooney paid for sex sessions with a prostitute seven times over a four-month period. It was claimed that he was seeing Jennifer Thompson while his wife Coleen Rooney was pregnant with their first child, and that Thompson charged £1,000 a night, a marked difference from the £45 that Rooney was said to have paid when he was younger.




 



SWEET FA




Sven-Göran Eriksson was a quiet, bespectacled figure who looked more like a kindly physics teacher than a man tasked with marshalling the high-powered egos of professional football players. But this image belied a shrewd manager who had been in charge of teams in countries such as Italy, Portugal and his home nation of Sweden. In 2001 he became manager of England – the first foreign national to be in charge of the team.




  In August 2004, the News of the World revealed that Eriksson had been having an affair with Faria Alam, the PA of David Davies, executive director of the Football Association. The tabloid divulged that Alam had also had a relationship with Mark Palios, the FA's chief executive. At the time, Eriksson had a partner, the Italian lawyer Nancy Dell'Olio.




  While the initial story was a traditional sex scandal, it quickly became a bigger affair relating to how the FA had handled the situation. It became clear that they had wished to focus the attention on Eriksson rather than their chief executive. The News of the World printed the transcript of a taped conversation in which the FA's director of communications, Colin Gibson, discussed adopting this strategy. He suggested he could offer up details on Eriksson's private life if Palios were left out of future stories. Alam was quoted in the News of the World saying, 'The scandal was not his [Eriksson's] affair with me; the scandal is how the FA set about covering it up.'




  Palios and Gibson resigned as a result of the furore and Alam later moved to Canada. Eriksson remained England manager until 2006.




 



RONALDON'T




Brazilian star forward Ronaldo had been selected for his nation's World Cup-winning team in 1994 at the age of just 17. Although he didn't play, he would go on to glory by scoring the two winning goals in the final of the 2002 World Cup, where he also picked up the Golden Boot award for scoring the most goals in the tournament. After losing form, in April 2008 he was home in Rio de Janeiro, recovering from knee surgery. 


  One night, after dropping off his girlfriend, he decided his evening's entertainment was not over and picked up three prostitutes – but when he discovered they were in fact transvestites, he kicked off. The world-famous footballer was reported to have tried to buy their silence and two of the prostitutes each took R$1,000 (£300), while the other attempted to extort R$50,000 (£15,000) from him.




  The three-time FIFA World Player of the Year denied allegations that he tried to buy drugs and that he threatened to hit one of the prostitutes. Police were called and after their investigation Rio's police superintendent Carlos Augusto Nogueira commented, 'Ronaldo said he just wanted to amuse himself – that's not a crime.' The star admitted it was 'the stupidest mistake of my life'.




 



TERRY'S NOT ALL GOLD




In 2010 tabloid newspapers printed allegations that Chelsea and England captain John Terry had been having a sexual relationship with a former teammate's ex-girlfriend. Terry had attempted to obtain a superinjunction to keep his private life private, but his plans were foiled.




  Terry, who was known for his commanding leadership on the pitch, saw his reputation damaged for an alleged affair with Vanessa Perroncel, the ex-girlfriend of Wayne Bridge, who had played at Stamford Bridge alongside Terry until January 2009. Terry had been married since 2007. He lost the England captaincy as a result of the scandal. Perroncel's denials of any physical affair were ignored as story after story went into detail.




  Bridge retired from international football, saying, 'I believe my position in the squad is now untenable and potentially divisive. I feel for the sake of the team and in order to avoid what will be inevitable distractions, I have decided not to put myself forward for selection.'




  Terry was no stranger to public controversies. In 2001 he was fined by his club after he and some teammates drunkenly mocked American tourists following the 11 September terrorist attacks, and the following year he missed being called up to the England squad for the 2002 World Cup as he was awaiting trial for the assault of a doorman, for which he was acquitted. 


  In 2009 he was reportedly available to give guided tours of Stamford Bridge for cash and he was criticised for having a marketing company tout his availability for endorsements before the 2010 World Cup. The following year, he was embroiled in a racism row following on-field comments made to Queens Park Rangers player Anton Ferdinand, for which he was fined £220,000 and banned for four matches.




 



KEEPING IT IN THE FAMILY




Welsh international winger Ryan Giggs played for only one league club during his professional career: Manchester United. Unfortunately, he wasn't as loyal in his private life, when in May 2011 it was revealed he'd been having an affair with his brother's wife. 




  Giggs had met Natasha Lever, his future sister-in-law, in early 2003 before she began going out with his brother Rhodri. Rhodri and Natasha married in June 2010, a few months before Giggs started a six-month affair with another woman: Imogen Thomas, a former Miss Wales and contestant on TV reality show Big Brother.




  The revelations about Giggs' affair emerged after Thomas spoke publicly about her relationship with a professional footballer. Married since 2007, Giggs had tried to suppress the Imogen Thomas story with a £150,000 superinjunction, but it leaked through social media and the Sunday Herald newspaper printed on its front cover a thinly disguised image of his face.




  Natasha then went public about their eight-year affair, which had ended in April 2011. She was upset at being two-timed by Giggs. Rhodri found out about the affair when his mother brought round the newspapers on the morning the story broke.




  In 2012 Natasha's time in the spotlight had been enough to earn her a place on Celebrity Big Brother. The following year Natasha and Rhodri divorced.




  The Giggs brothers didn't speak for years after the affair was made public, but in 2015 they were seen together, apparently attempting to reconcile their relationship.




  Their aunt Joanna Wilson said of Ryan in 2011: 'One thing's for sure – he can't keep his trousers up and he needs help for it.'




 



LOVE MATCH




In 1985 Boris Becker burst on to the scene as a dynamic 17-year-old tennis player when he won Wimbledon. He went on to win six major tournaments in total, but in 1999 the German found his way into the media glare with a performance that led to an appearance in a different kind of court.




  After exiting Wimbledon at the racquet of Pat Rafter, Becker was in London's trendy Nobu restaurant when one thing led to another and he had sex with a Russian model called Angela Ermakova, who was working as a waitress. This quickly completed act of lovemaking was said to have taken place in a broom cupboard. Becker went on his way and thought no more about it until eight months later he received news that he was going to be a father. He denied it initially, but DNA tests proved otherwise. Ermakova had a girl, named Anna. 


  Not long after, Becker's wife Barbara, with whom he had two children, divorced him. He married for the second time in 2009, to Lilly Kerssenberg, and had a child with her as well. Having retired from playing tennis in 1999, he became a coach to world number one Novak Djokovic, and his Teutonic tones are often heard on TV commentary.













BAD BEHAVIOUR: ALCOHOL











In facing such high expectations from their fans, it's not surprising that sportsmen and women sometimes look for escapism in an alcoholic beverage or two. Or too many. And as they are public figures, their misdemeanours caused by the demon drink receive greater attention than the man or woman (lying down drunk) in the street.












KEY SCANDAL: CALCUTTA CUP KICKED




The international rugby match played between Scotland and England each year forms part of the Six Nations Championship. The fixture also decides the winner of the Calcutta Cup, which has been awarded since 1879. The trophy was devised by the Calcutta Football Club when they were wound up in 1877. They withdrew all their club funds and had the silver rupees melted down and made into the 18-inch trophy. The ornate design features handles in the shape of cobras.




  One of the Calcutta Cup matches that drew extra attention was in 1988, with a closely fought match seeing England winning 9–6. Afterwards, as was the tradition, the players jointly celebrated. The English players were late to the reception and found that the Scots had drunk all the whisky. The home team had started the evening's festivities by drinking a Rusty Nail – a cocktail of Drambuie liqueur and whisky – on the bus back from Murrayfield Stadium. 


  As the drink flowed, the revelry increased and two fights kicked off between the rival teams. Then there was a food fight, and the teams' officials were pelted with starters, main courses and desserts.




  As England had won, they got to choose what alcoholic beverage went into the cup to be passed around. Champagne was duly used and the cup went around the boisterous room. Just as English hooker Brian Moore was about to take a drink, the contents were tipped over his head by Scots player John Jeffrey and England's Dean Richards, who in his day job was a policeman.




  Upset, Moore gave chase and Jeffrey and Richards ran out of the hotel and got into a taxi, which took them on a mini pub crawl. One thing led to another and soon there was a mini game of rugby being played down Edinburgh's famous bar-filled boulevard Rose Street. The details are vague, whether through selective memory or the effects of the alcohol, but it appears the beautifully decorated silver trophy was used as a rugby ball and was frequently dropped. And possibly kicked. The condition of the now dented trophy led to the Scottish Sunday Mail christening it 'The Calcutta Plate'.




  The next morning, as the hangovers took over, thoughts turned to the fact that this might cause a stushie – a Scottish word for a scandal or outrage. It did. Jeffrey later said, 'We took it away and it was not damaged and it came back damaged, so you have to hold your hands up and say yes, we were responsible.'




  For their part in the incident Jeffrey received a six-month ban and Richards was banned for one match. The Calcutta Cup was repaired and has remained intact so far.




 



NEVER MIND THE ROWLOCKS




Celtic player Jimmy Johnstone was of the breed of wingers once common in Scottish football. Nicknamed 'Jinky', he had a contemporary at Rangers in Willie Henderson and was later followed by the likes of Davie Cooper, John Robertson and Pat Nevin.




  These tricky players had such close control skills that their teammates would give them the ball in order to have a break themselves. Their ability to create chances with accurate crosses, and lend a hand in goal scoring, made them key components of successful teams, and Johnstone was part of the one of the most successful sides.




  With Johnstone in the side, Celtic were Britain's first winners of the European Cup in 1967. Playing on the wing with skill and a large measure of cheek meant he was constantly the subject of heavy tackles by opposing defenders, but it was a different challenging environment that was to see Johnstone making headlines in 1974.




  Johnstone was part of the Scotland squad for the Home Internationals, which were held annually until 1984. After beating Wales 2–0 at Hampden Park some of the players were allowed out to have a few drinks away from their hotel at Largs, on the Ayrshire coast. Their next game was four days away, the 'big one' against the Auld Enemy: England. Scotland could win the championships, a perfect send-off to the imminent World Cup in West Germany, where Scotland would be the sole British Isles representative.




  While returning to the hotel and passing some rowing boats, Johnstone thought it a good idea to get in one. Teammate Sandy Jardine thought it another good idea to give it gentle push. The boat, with its only passenger on board singing away, drifted out to sea. The boat had no rowlocks for the oars and with no means of navigational control – and not able to swim for shore – Johnstone was at the mercy of the tides. Luckily someone had the foresight to telephone the emergency services and the Scotland star was soon rescued by the coastguard. When he returned to the hotel Johnstone asked what all the fuss was about, saying, 'I thought I'd go fishing.'




  There was outrage in the press, but despite the bad headlines Johnstone was picked for the England game and played an important part in the 2–0 win. He went to the World Cup but didn't make an appearance on the pitch. It was thought that his boating escapade plus a pre-tournament drinking session in Oslo with captain Billy Bremner had harmed his chances of gracing football's premier event. Johnstone died in 2006.




 



TONY ADAMS' DOUBLES




Captain of Arsenal Football Club, Tony Adams was known for being a solid centre-half and for his marshalling of the famous Gunners' defence. In May 1990 his reputation, as well as his car, was to suffer a dent when he crashed his Ford Sierra into a wall while being four times over the legal drink-driving limit. He was found guilty and served 58 days of a four-month sentence in Chelmsford Prison. On his release he returned to his club and led his side to victory twice in the league-and-cup double.




  Six years after his conviction, Adams admitted he had a drinking problem. He received support and continued playing before retiring in 2002, having played 669 times for Arsenal and 66 times for England. He then set up a charity called Sporting Chance Clinic to aid sportsmen and women suffering from addiction.




 



TUILAGI LAGER LAGER




When a team's management are deciding whether or not to allow their players a night out during a major tournament away from home, several factors have to be considered. If they ban nights out they could have on their hands a group of disgruntled players cooped up in a hotel. However, if they let them out and things get out of hand they run the risk of courting bad publicity. The latter happened to England in 2011 at the Rugby World Cup in New Zealand.


  England had beaten Argentina in their first game and manager Martin Johnson allowed his players a chance to let off some steam, so they went out in Queenstown. A bar they visited was holding a 'Mad Midget Weekender', although allegations that the team indulged in dwarf-tossing were denied by the players and the bar's manager.




  Later the same evening Mike Tindall, England's captain, was filmed via CCTV speaking to a woman who wasn't his wife. (Seven weeks previously he had married the Queen's granddaughter Zara Phillips, daughter of Princess Anne.) The footage was leaked to the press and caused a rumpus. 


  While this wasn't particularly terrible, Tindall had made matters worse by changing his initial version of events. First he claimed he'd returned to the team's hotel on his own, but had actually gone to another bar with the woman, Jessica Palmer. Matters weren't improved for the England captain when it was revealed that he had once been in a relationship with her. Tindall apologised and was later fined £25,000 and thrown out of the England team's Elite Player Squad, although this fine was later reduced to £15,000 and he was reinstated to the squad on appeal.




  This wasn't the end of England's travails. Following their exit from the tournament, there was further trouble when centre Manu Tuilagi jumped from a ferry about to dock in Auckland and swam to the quayside in his underwear. He was fined £3,000 and given a warning by the police. Martin Johnson stated the obvious: 'This was an irresponsible thing to do.'




  The competition generated further publicity that the team could have done without:




 




	The team were issued with a warning after the players' shirt numbers started peeling off their shirts in the game against Argentina, thus making it more difficult for the match referee to identify them. A local printing company was blamed for the mishap. The strips themselves had been criticised as England chose an all-black design for their away kit, mimicking that of the host's famous jerseys.





	Martin Johnson was criticised for allowing players to go bungee jumping and white-water rafting on their days off.





	Players James Haskell and Chris Ashton were both given suspended fines of £5,000 by the Rugby Football Union for making lewd comments to a hotel staff member.





	Underwear-swimmer Manu Tuilagi was fined £5,000 for wearing an unauthorised mouthguard bearing a sponsor's name.





	Following England's game with Romania, two coaches were issued with bans after they changed the ball for two conversions to be taken by Jonny Wilkinson, without permission from the referee. The rules state that the same ball used to score the try should be used for the resultant conversion. The coaches replaced the try ball with one that was felt to be better for kicking. Kicking coach Dave Alred and fitness coach Paul Stridgeon were suspended by England's RFU for the game against Scotland.





 


URINE TROUBLE


 


In regards to images of inappropriate behaviour from yesterday, we have cancelled their booking for today.


Tweet from @ChelthenhamRaces, 16 March 2016


 


Horse racing is a chance for punters to get a close look at the sport as racehorses thunder past. Racegoers can also place their bets while having a drink or two. In March 2016, at the Cheltenham Festival, those punters also saw footballers urinating into glasses.




  MK Dons player Samir Carruthers and Northampton Town's James Collins were drinking with other footballers in a VIP area at the racecourse. They were photographed urinating into pint glasses. Collins then tipped his over the balcony. 


  Both players were fined two weeks' wages and both apologised the next day. Carruthers, who had been on the books of Aston Villa and Arsenal, said: 'I just want to say I'm sorry to everyone, my family, the club, chairman, the gaffer.' 


  Collins, who was on loan from Shrewsbury Town, said: 'I have completely let myself, my family, the fans, and the two clubs that I represent down, and I am sorry to everyone involved.'













MATCH-FIXING











Certain sports lend themselves to being 'fixed', i.e. having their outcome, or parts of their activity, altered for a result favourable to gamblers in the know. Some of sport's biggest scandals have occurred when the offer of money is dangled in front of the participants.











KEY SCANDAL: TENNIS RACKET


 


If you were to invent a sport that was tailor made for match-fixing the sport that you would invent would be called tennis.


Richard Ings, former head of the ATP Anti-Doping Programme


 


In January 2016 allegations were made that professional tennis players who had been suspected of match-fixing had escaped proper investigation and punishment. A joint investigation by the BBC and BuzzFeed claimed that investigations by the men's tennis governing authority, the Association of Tennis Professionals (ATP), had highlighted suspicious games in tournaments such as Wimbledon and the French Open, but no player has been subsequently found guilty.




  In August 2007 at a tennis tournament being held in Sopot in Poland, the Russian world number four Nikolay Davydenko was playing the lower-ranked Argentinian player Martín Vassallo Argüello. Davydenko went ahead, as would be expected according to their relative rankings, but the online betting company Betfair noticed that more money than would be expected for such a game was being bet on the outcome. All of it went on Argüello to win. Even more suspect, all this money was coming from a small area of Russia. When Davydenko went one set up the money continued to be bet against him. Then in the second set, while still ahead, the Russian pulled up injured, so forfeiting the game. Suspecting foul play, Betfair refused to pay out and instead refunded the initial stakes – the first time they had ever done so. As a result, Betfair stopped taking bets on matches featuring certain players. The ATP ordered an inquiry and the players were cleared of any wrongdoing.




  Investigations by the BBC and BuzzFeed identified 16 players who repeatedly featured in suspicious matches. Winners of singles and doubles titles at Grand Slam tournaments were among those suspected. The allegations that the ATP had not pursued those players were revealed just before the 2016 Australian Open tournament began. Eight of those players thought to have fixed matches were included in the draw. 


  After the story broke, a South African player who wished to remain anonymous told the BBC, 'This is like a secret on the tour that everybody knows, but we don't talk about it.'




 



RUNNING INTO TROUBLE




The 1844 Epsom Derby was won by a horse called Running Rein. Soon after the race was over, protests were raised that the horse wasn't quite what it was said to be.




  The previous year, Running Rein had won a race at Newmarket for two year olds and Lord Bentinck, a senior member of the Jockey Club, raised objections, doubting its legitimacy on grounds of age, but the horse had been allowed to continue racing. These objections were aired again before the Derby and following the race a legal case was brought before a court to settle the matter. During the trial the judge had ordered Running Rein to be produced so that it could be examined by a vet and its real age determined. The owners produced excuse after excuse – but no horse. If it had been produced, the game would have been up. Running Rein was in fact Maccabeus – a three year old, which had been bought by a gambler called Abraham Levi, who appropriately also went by a different name, Goodman.




  The case saw the race awarded to second-placed horse Orlando. The judge, Baron Alderson, said in his concluding statement: 'If gentlemen would associate with gentlemen, and race with gentlemen, we should have no such practices. But, if gentlemen will condescend to race with blackguards they must expect to be cheated.'




  Levi/Goodman was banned from racing by the Jockey Club and disappeared over the English Channel to France. He would have made £50,000 from the attempted scam. 


  The scandal of the Derby of 1844 was not limited to one horse. Two others, The Ugly Buck and Ratan, were allegedly doped, and Leander was also believed to be overage but he was destroyed after his leg was broken during the race by another horse – Running Rein.




 


NO WIN GWYNNE


In the Aintree Grand National of 1849, The Knight of Gwynne was being ridden by Captain D'Arcy. As they approached the finish they were a distant second to Peter Simple, ridden by Tommy Cunningham. D'Arcy – who'd bet a lot of money on his horse – began to offer bribes to Cunningham as they neared the finishing line. He started at £1,000 and this was increased – as his chances of winning decreased – to £4,000. Cunningham continued on to win the race. Captain D'Arcy might have been better off betting on Peter Simple, whose starting price was 20/1 against his nag's 8/1. The fate of the bold Captain D'Arcy is not known, although he is recorded as not having raced again in the National.




 



DRAWN TEST MATCH




At the end of the 1897–8 English football season, a series of test matches were played to decide relegation and promotion. Stoke had finished bottom of the First Division, below Blackburn Rovers on goal difference. These two teams were put up against Newcastle United and Burnley from the Second Division.
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