[image: ]

#NOFILTER


[image: image]

Published in 2019 by

Laurence King Publishing Ltd

361–373 City Road

London EC1V 1LR

United Kingdom

email: enquiries@laurenceking.com

www.laurenceking.com

© Text 2019 Natalia Price-Cabrera

Natalia Price-Cabrera has asserted her right under the Copyright, Designs, and Patents Act 1988 to be identified as the Author of this Work.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording or any information storage or retrieval system, without prior permission in writing from the publisher.

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN: 978-1-78627-407-6

Design: Mariana Sameiro

Vector line drawings: Akio Morishima

Printed in China


#NOFILTER

Get creative with photography

Natalia Price-Cabrera

Laurence King Publishing


Introduction

With our cameras in our pockets we are all photographers, and the built-in creative functions on our apps and on social media mean we can edit and share on the go. However, such image-making is by its very nature loaded with limitations, and there is now a palpable backlash against the ubiquitous mindset of ‘click, add filter, post’.

Photography doesn’t have to be so transient and throwaway, and there is so much more fun to be had with it. #NoFilter is for anyone who wants to take their new-found creativity beyond the touch of a button. Replete with ideas for new techniques, processes and subjects to try, this book is a source of inspiration for image-makers of all abilities, illustrated with incredible work by photographers from all over the world who are pushing and developing their artistic boundaries. The scope of projects featured is vast, and you will discover work that innovates while applying traditional shooting, processing and printing techniques; ideas that involve hacks and makes; work that combines media; and images that arrest and inspire the reader in equal measure.

The power of photography is boundless. It can beguile, revolt, intrigue, record, invent, flatter, sell, tell a story or create artifice. A photograph is often the result of a fleeting, spur-of-the-moment reaction to something, or a lengthy, deliberated construct that has involved hours of thought and preparation. However, the act of ‘capturing the moment’ is not always the end goal. There can be infinite processes thereafter that the photographer ruminates over, whether that is how to print the image or in many cases how to deconstruct it. There is no wrong or right approach. So get ready to be creatively stimulated as you turn the pages of this book and let the images and ideas contained within springboard your own image-making imagination. Have fun!
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Naomi Vona, Fortuna




Cut, stick and glue

Make a photo collage from your stationery cupboard
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Why not experiment with coloured pens and washi tape to selectively obscure parts of existing images you might have? This is exactly what Italian artist Naomi Vona does. With the use of fluorescent pens, stickers, washi tape and glue, Naomi teleports her collection of black-and-white vintage images into a psychedelic fantasy future world that leaps out at the viewer. You can use your own images or trawl jumble sales and second-hand shops for old photos and postcards to overhaul with a ‘face lift’.

Naomi’s signature decorative mark is a crochet-effect eye mask (as seen opposite), and the artist considers herself a photo and video archival parasite – but in a good way! ‘I draw portals on old photos because I believe that in some way they can allow me to travel in time and space.’


You will need:

a photograph or a postcard, fluorescent marker pens, washi tape, stickers, acrylic paint, glue
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Bill Armstrong, Unspoken #1502


	

What do you see?

Defocus an image to create blur and soft edges
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By deliberately defocusing an image you can bring into question exactly what it is the viewer is looking at. To create this image, Bill Armstrong assembled a collage from a wide range of sources, spanning pop culture to art history, and then subjected them to a series of manipulations, such as photocopying, cutting, painting and collaging, before photographing his construct.

To achieve the defocused look, Bill subverts the photographic norm, shooting close up, but with his focus manually set at ‘infinity’. As a result, the edges of the collaged elements disappear, and the blurred photograph takes on the appearance of seamless, integrated images. ‘This sleight of hand allows me to conjure an illusionistic trompe-l’œil world that hovers between the real and the fantastic. It is a world that might exist in memory, in dreams or, perhaps, in a parallel universe yet unvisited.’

You will need:

camera, source images, paint, scissors, glue

Do it your way

Bill creates his subject matter using collage, which is a great way of tightly controlling what it is you are photographing; if you can collage it, you can shoot it. You do not need to go to these lengths, though, as the technique also works in the ‘real world’. Simply set your camera to manual focus and change the focus point to determine the level of blur.
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Kim Leuenberger, An Irish Puddle




Scale down

Deceive the eye with a miniature scene
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You do not need elaborate sets and lighting to create a scene that resonates with a visually savvy audience. Great things can be achieved with very little equipment, as Kim Leuenberger’s Travelling Cars series proves.

The premise is simple: Kim travels the world with her collection of diminutive cars and stages them in the most idyllic of scenarios, combining her love of retro cars and her never-ending thirst for adventure. In her fantastical vignettes a puddle can become a lake, a trickle of water a stream, and a rock can transform into a mountain.

Shooting exclusively with prime lenses (typically 24mm, 35mm, or 50mm), Kim exploits their wide apertures to capture her images. ‘I love the blurriness in the depth of field because I find it comforting. I usually rest the camera on the floor or on my foot to capture it low to the ground!’

You will need:

camera, toy car
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Patty Carroll, Blue Bird


	

Tweet tweet

Create a fantasy scene using household objects
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Photography can be used to record all manner of staged scenes, be it created in ‘real life’ or manipulated digitally. Patty Carroll’s highly decorative still-life series Flora and Fauxna features bird figurines photographed against vibrant colourful backdrops. ‘I use decorative fabric, artificial flowers and household objects to create a sumptuous, ornate world,’ explains Patty. ‘This world mirrors the home life of birds in nature, while symbolizing the nesting instincts of women whose homes are a sanctuary of pride and obsession.’

Patty’s still-life images were set up in a studio, lit with small studio strobes, and shot with a Hasselblad digital camera – a tripod was essential for holding it steady. The only manipulation involved was to the colour and sharpening before printing; everything else was achieved in-camera.

You will need:

subject, flash or continuous lighting, camera, tripod (essential), reflectors (optional)

Do it your way

With a bit of care, you can create similar results on your kitchen table using the light from a window or from one or two desk lamps – you don’t necessarily need a full-blown studio and large strobes. Use pieces of white card (carefully placed out of shot) to bounce the light back into any dark shadows.
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