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About the Book


So, you thought you knew everything you needed to about Scotland and its chequered history? Well, think again.


Did you know that tobacco made up half of Scotland’s exports in the eighteenth century? Did you know that J. M. Barrie created the name ‘Wendy’ for his play Peter Pan in 1904, meaning that there are no Wendys over the age of 104 …? Did you know that The Beatles played at Dingwall Town Hall in 1963? See?


John K. V. Eunson leads us through the history of the Scots in this accurate but none-too-heavy look at the great country. On a journey of almost breakneck speed full of chuckles, we still have enough time to stop and smell the heather, taste the fudge and feel the ghosties.




About the Author


John K. V. Eunson was born in Shetland and moved to the mainland to see where all that North Sea Oil went to. Graduating from Edinburgh University, where he excelled at Earth Science 1, John has worked for many years in bookselling and publishing. Having lived in Scotland for most of his life and being fairly interested in old things, John is ideally qualified to write a book on Scottish history. John K. V. Eunson is 42, but looks up to 18 months younger.
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Introduction


On 16 May 2007, the leader of the Scottish National Party became First Minister of Scotland. Alex Salmond was to be at the head of a minority SNP government that had come to power after the closest fought and most controversial elections in Scotland’s history, with the winning margin coming down to the MacRury family from Barra deciding not to go on holiday to Lanzarote that week, therefore allowing them to cast the decisive votes. The Labour Party who had been the dominant political party in Scotland for fifty years were shell-shocked at having lost power by such a narrow margin, but could do nothing to prevent this transfer of power other than making sure that they took their ball with them. 


Therefore, 300 years after the Act of Union of 1707 – when the Scottish parliament, and by extension the nation state of Scotland voluntarily gave up its right to exist – Scotland found itself once more being run (if only within the devolved remit of the Holyrood parliament) by a party who supported an independent Scottish nation. With this, the auld lang story of the history of Scotland – which for some had ended in 1746 at the Battle of Culloden and for others had ended in 1978 when the Bay City Rollers split up – had taken a new and unpredictable turn. 


The history of Scotland is dramatic, exciting, fascinating, bloody, at times tragic and consistently wet and windy. It is a story of the Celts, Picts, Britons, Irish, Scandinavians, English, Angles, Saxons, Normans, Italians, Asians, Chinese and Poles who have come to this land in the northern part of a small island on the edge of a small continent and made it into a nation that the Romans wanted nothing to do with. 


It is a story of famous historical figures such as Macbeth, William Wallace, Mary, Queen of Scots and Tony Blair. It is a story of famous historical events such as Bannockburn, the Reformation, Culloden and Argentina ’78. It is a story of famous national symbols such as tartan, bagpipes, the Loch Ness Monster and Irn-Bru. And it is a story of famous national landmarks such as Edinburgh Castle, Glencoe, the Forth Bridge and the Falkirk Wheel that are known either throughout the world or at least throughout Falkirk. 


The history of Scotland is also the story of the people of Scotland. The scientists, inventors, engineers, doctors and academics who gave the world the steam engine, the telephone, television, penicillin, Dolly the Sheep and reaching warp factor 8 in Star Trek. The poets, the novelists, the singers, the actors and the entertainers who gave the world Auld Lang Syne, Peter Pan, Treasure Island, Trainspotting and Donald Where’s Your Troosers. And of the millions of Scots who over the centuries have left their homeland to seek opportunities and better weather around the world, taking their names, traditions, education, culture and values with them. This long and proud tradition of the Scot abroad has culminated in the 21st century with Scotland being represented by Tartan Day in the US and Canada and by Groundskeeper Willie from The Simpsons. 


So, join me on this journey from the Battle of Mons Graupius of AD84 to the UEFA Battle of the 2008 Cup Final. Through the highs, lows and occasional bloody awfuls of the past 2,000 years of the great achievements and bitter setbacks of a nation that has been written off many, many times, but always comes back for more. 


For some, Scotland is the Best Small Country In The World, while for others it is somewhere in England. But Caledonication is the history of a proud nation and the proud people of a country called Caledonia, then Alba and then finally Scotland. And the history of a country which, uniquely, decided that rather than running its own affairs it would set out to take over the rest of the world instead. 
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The Early Slightly Vague Years


THE FIRST SCOTS 


The first humans came to Scotland around 9000BC at the end of the last Ice Age, but found the midges so unbearable that they didn’t come back for another 2,000 years. The first settlers in Scotland, who had this time remembered to take plenty of Skin So Soft with them, arrived around 7000BC. 


The first Scots were hunters, farmers and fishermen who worked the land and the sea. They came from Europe, across the North Sea and travelled up through Britain to hunt for plentiful pigs, birds, deer and fish as well as looking forward to the future prospect of free prescription charges. They cut down trees, planted crops of oats and barley, reared cows and sheep and spent much time discussing the weather – and what with Stone Age forecasting proving to be quite unreliable, so beginning a long historic tradition that many, many years later the Scottish weatherman Ian McCaskill was happy to continue. 


The Bronze Age came to Scotland around 2000BC and, although not as good as the Gold Age or Silver Age, it was still perfectly respectable. The Bronze Age enabled people to make both weapons and tankards and modern Scottish culture began. 


ORKNEY AND SHETLAND 


It was in the particularly ferocious gale of 1850 that an Orcadian searching for a missing washing line discovered a long-lost Stone Age village that had been hidden by sand dunes for thousands of years until uncovered by the wind. The village of Skara Brae with its well-preserved houses – including beds and furniture – is the oldest surviving human settlement in Britain; dating back to 31000BC it is even older than Stonehenge and is thought to be the birthplace of Sir Menzies Campbell. 


Orkney is in fact a treasure-trove for archaeologists with burial tombs such as Maeshowe and the standing stones that comprise the Ring of Brodgar among the numerous representations of the Stone, Bronze and Iron Ages to have been found so far. Further north, Shetland boasts the settlement of Jarlshof which, uniquely, shows evidence of constant occupation from the Stone Age through the Vikings to the Middle Ages, and even more uniquely was given the name by Sir Walter Scott who visited the site in 1814 and called it Jarlshof in his novel The Pirate that was set in Shetland. 


From all the archaeological evidence unearthed in the Northern Isles it appears clear that a sophisticated and important society existed from ancient times, with strong trading links to the rest of Britain and a great wisdom gained from the consumption of so much fudge. 


Shetland is also the home of the Shetland pony that has been bred on the islands from Bronze Age times. The Shetland breed is famous for its intelligence, sturdiness, long hair, thick coat, widely spaced eyes, stocky body, wide girth and small stature – no more than three-and-a-half feet tall – and, interestingly, the Shetland pony shares all of these characteristics. 


In the Outer Hebrides on the Isle of Lewis we find the standing stones at Calanais (or Callanish). There are about fifty surviving stones that form a circle, avenues and rows and they are believed to be more than 4,000 years old. Calanais was rediscovered in the 19th century after being completely covered in peat. There is the possibility that there are more ancient wonders to discover at the Calanais site but as almost all the locals now have central heating and no longer cut peat we will probably never know. 


THE CELTS 


The tribes of people that we call the Celts came from central Europe and had for centuries been emigrating in a westerly direction, finally reaching Scotland around 1200BC. No one knows how inter-related the different Celtic tribes were to each other or whether they came to conquer, to settle or to look for plumbing jobs, but whatever the reasons there remain strong connections of language and culture that link the Celtic people of Scotland, Ireland, Cornwall, the Isle of Man and Brittany. It is unclear what in particular attracted the Celts to settle in such a cold, wet, mountainous country as Scotland, but perhaps like Humphrey Bogart in Casablanca they were simply misinformed. Or to be more accurate, once the weary Celts had finally arrived in Scotland there was nowhere else to go. 


The Celtic religious leaders and wise men were called Druids, who led their people in worshipping and offering sacrifices to the gods of nature. Eventually the Druids all emigrated to Wales to appear as extras in Doctor Who. The Celts fished around the Scottish coast in small boats called curachs or, in Wales, coracles. 


The Celts lived in stone or wooden dwellings, depending on what materials were available, the most common of which were roundhouses and they also built hill-forts which were called duns and loch shelters built on wooden poles that were called crannogs. The most famous of the Celtic buildings were the stone towers that they built from around 200BC and were called brochs. The largest surviving broch is to be found at the forty-foot (13m) high Mousa Broch on the island of Mousa in Shetland. These brochs did not have any windows as the Celts realised what they lost in enjoying the view they gained in what they saved on double glazing costs. 


The Iron Age succeeded the Bronze Age by 400BC and transformed Scotland through the production of iron tools and weapons, such as harnesses for horses, chariots, helmets and swords, and would change Scotland forever through the invention of Irn-Bru. 


THE ROMANS 


The all-conquering Italians came to Scotland in AD79 and called it Caledonia. The Romans had invaded Britain in AD43 as part of their world tour but had concentrated on defeating the tribes of England and establishing their rule before heading north. The Romans defeated the Caledonians at the Battle of Mons Graupius, probably somewhere in Aberdeenshire, in AD83. The reason that we know of this battle is that the Romans brought the written word to Scotland and were keen to leave for posterity a record of how great they were. The Roman leader was called Agricola and his nephew was the historian Tacitus. It was Tacitus who wrote of the battle of Mons Graupius and the Caledonian leader Calgacus, the first Scot to make the annals of history, who was attributed with the quote about Scotland, ‘We are the last people on earth and the last of the free’, and the quote about the Romans, ‘They make a desert and call it peace’ – presumably in response to the invaders’ policy of burning local villages rather than a comment about the Italians pudding-making skills. 


Tacitus wrote that the battle of Mons Graupius saw a force of 30,000 Caledonians defeated by an army of 20,000 Romans, although when his report was edited Mons Graupius became Mons Grampius by mistake, which in turn was translated into the Grampian Mountains. 


It was Tacitus who also wrote of Agricola sailing up the east coast and around the top of the Scottish mainland where the Romans believed they saw Thule, the legendary land of the North beyond all known boundaries. Thule today is a pub on the Lerwick harbour-front in Shetland, complete with pool table. 


HADRIAN’S WALL 


The Romans did not seem to be too enamoured of the Northern outpost of their Empire, the only philosophical reason for them coming to Scotland seemed to be because it was there. They built a series of forts between the Forth and the Clyde, reaching as far north as what is now Perth, and then in the 2nd century began the building of two massive walls that crossed the entire country – Hadrian’s Wall in the south and the 35-mile long, 10-feet high Antonine Wall in the north. The Antonine Wall spanned Scotland from the Firth of Forth in the east to the Firth of Clyde in the west and was completed in AD142, a not too subtle way of marking what the Romans perceived was the end of civilisation as they knew it. 


The Romans did not stay long in Scotland. They were never able to fully suppress the Caledonian tribes that they encountered and their presence consisted of large military garrisons that were expensive to maintain. Around AD120 the famous Ninth Legion was sent north to fight the Caledonian tribes and was never seen again, presumably implying that the legionnaires were massacred rather than that they settled and opened a string of pizzerias. 


Faced with constant attacks, by AD160 the Romans had abandoned the Antonine Wall and retreated behind Hadrian’s Wall thus leaving Caledonia for good, although they remained in Britain until AD410. The locals celebrated, as was their wont, with 300 years of raiding across the Wall, sporadic tribal battles and carving birds on big stones. 


A legend has built up that Pontius Pilate was actually born in Fortingall in Perthshire. There appears to be no evidence whatsoever to back up this claim that Pilate was Scottish, but as there is little information about where his actual birthplace was, as far as the rest of Europe is concerned, if we want him then we can have him. 
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MIDGES 


One of the reasons why the Romans did not settle in Scotland and did not go further north than Perthshire and the Antonine Wall must surely have been because of the Highland midge. The midge is found throughout the world, but the Highland midge, especially on the West Coast, is one of the most ferocious – midges are partial to wet land that has not been cultivated and mild weather. 


It is the female midge who bites, as she can only lay her eggs after tasting blood. They do not like wind or bright sunlight, prefer dark to light clothing and are most active in mornings and evenings. The midge lives for around twenty-five days and they are at their peak during July and August. Worryingly, if one midge bites you then this sets off a chemical reaction that attracts several thousand more. Midges do not just attack humans but will bite any mammal, however sheep and deer tend to be more phlegmatic about the problem and are less likely to go indoors or order expensive anti-midge machines. As any Cheviot will tell you, if there are likely to be up to ten million midges per acre, what is the use of a bloody machine? 





THE PICTS 


The name Picts comes from the Latin Picti meaning painted ones and was first recorded by the Romans in AD297. They were awarded their reputation as a ferocious people by the Romans whose garrisons they attacked frequently and who at no time were able to subdue them and who were, therefore, not especially fond of them. Although some believe that the Picts might have predated the Celts, it is now thought that they were of Celtic origin and became the dominant people in Scotland from Fife in the south to Shetland in the north. The Picts remained in Scotland long after the Romans had gone, with Pictish kings of a united Pictland being recorded from around AD600 onwards. 


The Picts became famous for carving intricate designs on standing stones and, with their use of woad, inventing the popular children’s pastime of face-painting. In Aberlemno in Angus you will find four large Pictish stones and slabs with designs of a cross, animals and a scene thought to depict the Battle of Nechtansmere in AD685 when the Picts defeated the Northumbrians. The Northumbrians are shown wearing helmets with long nose guards, the Picts are bare headed; it is not known whether this is an accurate depiction of the headwear of the time or whether the sculptor just grew tired of having to carve helmets. 


COLUMBA 


If the Roman Empire had decided to leave Scotland well alone, the Church of Rome was to prove more persistent. Saint Ninian (AD360–432) was either the first missionary to bring Christianity to Scotland or the first missionary to live to tell the tale. He established a church at Whithorn in Galloway. 


Saint Kentigern was a 6th-century missionary in Strathclyde and established the first church in Glasgow on the site where Glasgow Cathedral was built, rebuilt and where it continues to stand today. Saint Kentigern is also know as Saint Mungo as he thought it was an easier name for people to remember than Kentigern and he wasn’t keen on being called Mary or Midge. 


Other missionaries followed over the centuries, most bearing the same first name – Saint. The most famous was Columba (521–97), an Irish monk who founded a monastery on the island of Iona, which would become a major centre for Christianity and learning. 


Columba, which translates from old Irish (Colum-cille) as ‘Dove of the Church’, was born in Donegal and was of Irish royal descent. He was exiled from Ireland in 563 after causing an Irish family dispute which turned nasty, thereafter he devoted his life’s work to making amends by converting as many heathen Scots as possible. He left Ireland with twelve followers, although there was considerable disagreement about which one was going to take on the Judas role, and finally settled on Iona from where – as part of the agreement of his exile – he was unable to see the coast of Ireland from any part of the island, or phone home at weekends. 


Columba is accredited with many miracles and the conversion of Brude, the king of the Picts. Columba had travelled all the way to Inverness to see the heathen king only to find that he was barred entry to Brude’s fortress. At this point Columba loudly prayed to God for the gates to open and made the sign of the Cross, at which point the gates were flung open and the milkman came out after completing his round. 


The 8th-century casket, the Monymusk Reliquary that currently resides in the Museum of Scotland, is believed to have also once contained some small bones of Saint Columba’s. Legend has it that at the Battle of Bannockburn in 1314, the Monymusk Reliquary was the ‘Brecbennoch’ carried proudly into battle by the Scottish army, successfully distracting the English who spent the next few hours wondering what could be in the box. 


IONA 


On his death on 9 June 597, Columba prophesied that Scottish kings and people from many nations would gravitate to Iona for centuries to come – although whether he had in mind the Viking raiders who would turn up 200 years later is debatable. 


The beautifully illuminated Book of Kells, which contains the four gospels of the New Testament is believed to have been partly or wholly written on Iona sometime around AD800. The manuscript was taken to Ireland for safekeeping and is now on display at Trinity College Dublin. 


Iona long remained an important place for the early Scottish kings; they would make pilgrimages to the sacred isle and many chose to be buried there – even after Columba’s relics had been removed from the island and taken to Dunkeld in the 9th century. 


Iona was a very important Christian centre and Christianity was to become the dominant religion in Scotland by the 9th century. As the Christians were the only ones who could write, we have only the Christians’ word on how seamless and peaceful this conversion was – and they, after all, were on a mission from God. 


CELTIC CROSS 


By the 9th century the Celtic Church became the dominant form of Christianity in Scotland and took as its symbol the Celtic cross – although pre-Christian in origin, it was accepted as the cross of Christ surrounded by a ring said to represent the sun, so combining Christianity with traditional pagan beliefs. The most famous example in Scotland is the 9th-century St Martin’s Cross which stands outside Iona Abbey. The Celtic cross is one of the best-known and most prevalent motifs in Celtic art and it is used frequently on jewellery, stationery, stencils and transfers. Celtic crosses have also become a common tattoo design and have been known to pop up sometimes when least expected. 


LOCH NESS MONSTER 


Saint Columba was also famous for having seen the Loch Ness Monster in 565, one of the earliest recorded reports of Nessie. Apparently, however, it was later explained to Columba that what he thought was a monster was actually an overweight otter, but embarrassed by his mistake he kept this information to himself. 


Throughout the centuries the monster has been ‘seen’ from time to time but Nessie became internationally famous in 1933 when several sightings of a large creature in the loch were reported to the press. In 1934, the famous photograph of ‘Nessie’ taken on 1 April by surgeon Robert Wilson was published and, for decades, people flocked to the loch with renewed hope of glimpsing the creature. Doubts began to circulate about the veracity of the surgeon’s photograph with some experts stating that on close inspection the monster in the picture could not be more than three feet long and, in 1994, the surgeon’s son finally revealed that his father’s picture had been taken as a practical joke. 


Over the years, several scientific studies have been carried out on Loch Ness in an effort to establish incontrovertible evidence of the creature’s existence but, so far, without success. Despite this, and the reduction of sightings in recent years, it is still believed by some scientists and many involved in that region’s tourist industry that Nessie is a plesiosaur whose family survived the species’ general extinction sixty-five million years ago and moved to Loch Ness when it was created by the last Ice Age 10,000 years ago, although they admit that it’s still unclear at what stage the monster began to wear a tartan bonnet. 


STRATHCLYDE 


In the south west of Scotland was the Kingdom of Strathclyde (which also included parts of Cumbria) and its capital was at Dumbarton Rock. Strathclyde was the last bastion of a Celtic Britain which had been defeated in England by the Angles and Saxons and its people spoke a language similar to Welsh – the names of places such as Lanark, Paisley and Glasgow come from this heritage. Glasgow means ‘green hollow’ although a large percentage of Glaswegians remain convinced that the hollow was actually blue. 


Dumbarton was captured by the Vikings in 871 but remained the capital of an independent Strathclyde until the 11th century. Dumbarton became famous many centuries later as the birthplace – in 1952 – of David Byrne, lead singer of Talking Heads. The Byrne family moved to America when David was only two years old, although it has been said that his most famous hit Road To Nowhere was influenced by his birthplace. 


THE SCOTS 


By the 8th century AD, what we now call Scotland was divided into four distinct regions. The Scots began arriving from Ireland in the 5th century. Their name came from the Latin name Scotti that translates as raiders or pirates, not as an annoying small dog as one might expect. The Scots, who had emigrated from Northern Ireland and were concentrated in Argyll and the west, were Gaelic speaking and called their kingdom Dalriada or Dal Riata. 


The Picts were concentrated in the north of Scotland in Perthshire, Aberdeenshire and the Highlands. The Celtic Britons of the Kingdom of Strathclyde and the Angles, who with the Saxons had come to Britain from Germany and had conquered most of England, ruled in Northumbria and Lothian in the south-east of Scotland. It was the Angles who would give their name to the country of England and they spoke an early form of the English that would eventually become Scotland’s national language. 


KENNETH MACALPIN 


In 843, Kenneth MacAlpin (800–858), who was king of Scots, also became king of the Picts. The previous Pictish king had died in battle against the Vikings and Kenneth was able to gain the vacant throne by the traditional method of killing every Pictish claimant, and a few more for good luck, that he could find. For many years Picts and Scots had at times joined together to fight common enemies, and alliances by marriage were not uncommon, but it was Kenneth’s dynasty that joined Pict and Scot together and became the royal line of Scotland culminating in Hamish McAlpine, the legendary Dundee United goalkeeper. The accession of Kenneth marked the beginning of the decline of the Picts as they became assimilated and submerged into a Scottish Gaelic identity, forgotten by history as a result of their failure to learn to read and write. 


The new kingdom of Picts and Scots was given the Gaelic name, Alba, and King Kenneth I made Perthshire the political, religious and royal focus of this new country (Strathclyde and Lothian were still separate kingdoms). Kenneth had taken Saint Columba’s relics from Iona to the monastery at Dunkeld that would later become the site of the beautiful medieval Dunkeld Cathedral. His new capital was to be found at nearby Scone with the famous Stone of Destiny as the symbol of the nation. 


THE STONE OF DESTINY 


The Stone of Destiny is an ancient block of sandstone of uncertain origins. Some claim it came from Ireland with the Scots when they settled in their new kingdom of Dalriada, others say that it was the Biblical stone that Jacob slept on before the days of roll pillows and came to Scotland from Egypt while others still say it had been blessed by either Saint Patrick, or Saint Columba, or both. However, from the time of Kenneth MacAlpin the Stone at Scone was where all Scottish kings were crowned and was thus literally as well as symbolically the seat of government. 


Scone is also the name of a lightly sweetened Scottish cake that has become popular around the world. Scones are traditionally served with a nice pot of tea and eaten with butter or with butter and jam, although heaven help you if you ask for jam and no butter. 
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Is This A Country I See Before Me


ALBA 


The union of Scots and Picts did not a nation make and it was to be another 200 years before Scotland was even vaguely unified. England had become a unified Anglo-Saxon kingdom in the 10th century and Lothian and the Borders were part of that kingdom. The English Angles remained in the Lothian and Borders areas while Strathclyde, although increasingly under the influence of the Scots, retained its own kings until the 11th century. Yet a new threat was to appear in the north from over the sea in the form of the Vikings, who, like the Romans before them, had a passion for foreign travel. 


THE VIKINGS 


The first recorded raid by the Vikings on Scotland was in 794. The following year, the un-Christian Vikings raided the holy island of Iona for the first time, burning down Saint Columba’s church in the process. It is believed that it was at this time the Book of Kells was saved and taken to Ireland for safekeeping. In fact, the Vikings were to raid Iona so often that even today islanders are still uneasy at the thought of Norwegian tourists. 


The early period of the Vikings in Scotland was characterised by targeting Christian centres where they knew that there were substantial financial rewards. Not surprisingly, the Christian chroniclers of the time did not record the Scandinavians in a favourable light. However, the Vikings appear to have become tired of incessant raping and pillaging and began to settle in the north and south-west of mainland Scotland and in the Western and Northern Isles. They brought their language, customs with them and gave Viking names to the places where they settled but they converted to Christianity to help them settle in better with their neighbours. 

OEBPS/images/cross.jpg





OEBPS/images/img009.jpg





OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
Caledonication
A HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. WITH JOKES.

B u R N s AYRSHIRE poet Robert

BY JOHN K.V. EUNSON

DUNDEE SOCIAL Huntly man

SERVICES PROBE BRWEUSES

EXCLUSIVE Obama
become
President

the 44th President of the
United States of America.

to see this momentous
AN INVESTIGATION has been launched into moment of history was
a Dundee family of ten living in Glebe Street. Huntly man Sandy Lockhart
It has been reported that three of the children who i dec! 3 that the
do not have names. oceasion e bad’.






OEBPS/images/logo.jpg
headline






