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Whether you love or hate snakes, these legless scaled reptiles 


are amazing survivors in all kinds of habitats. As both predators 


and prey, many snakes play an important part in fragile 


ecosystems. They have adapted to live in different climates 


and environments, from tropical rainforests and deserts to 


grasslands and swamps. The only continent where you won’t 


find any snakes is Antarctica, where there is not enough 


sunlight and warmth for their ‘cold-blooded’ bodies.


IT’S TOUGH WHEN 


MY SKIN PEELS OFF 


(SEE PAGE  19).


THE TOUGH WORLD OF SNAKES
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IT’S TOUGH HAVING 


TO BE AN ‘ACTOR’ 


(SEE PAGE 29).


NOT EASY BEING A SNAKE


If you’re scared of snakes, maybe you can still 


understand how tough it is to be one! It can’t be easy 


having to depend on the temperature around you to give 


you energy – if you get cold you slow down, hardly able 


to move. All you’ve got to hold anything with is your 


mouth and you have no external ears and no eyelids. 


Your eyesight isn’t always great but you have an amazing 


tongue ‘with powers’ (see page 13). Many snake species 


are becoming rare and some are even on the brink of 


extinction. So maybe you’re beginning to feel sorry for 


snakes! If not, you might soon …


IT’S WAY TOUGHER 


HAVING TO BE A 


DINNER!


PREDATOR AND PREY


All snakes are carnivores and need to hunt. Some eat mammals or birds, some catch 


insects, amphibians, other reptiles, worms, slugs or fish and some eat eggs. When snakes 


feed on rodents and insects that damage crops or spread disease, they do an important 


job in controlling pests. There are over 3,000 snake species but only about 725 are 


venomous. About 250 are able to kill a human with one bite if they are threatened.


Most snakes are at risk of being eaten or attacked by larger animals. To defend 


themselves, some snakes use cunning tricks to say 


‘keep away’. 



WOOF


WOOF
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A DANGEROUS DAY


WHERE AM I? 


WHO AM I?


A snake has just hatched. 


Look out Molly! Brown snake 


eagles love to 


eat black mambas.


you'D better wriggle like mad!


This is Africa and you’re a black mamba. 


We’ll call you Molly (your parents 


cleared off before you hatched). 


If you could see inside your mouth, 


you’d know why!


40 cm long.


Although you aren’t actually 


black at all – you’re grey.


Don’t be so sure about that. 


What’s that behind you?


YIKES!


SO WHY DID YOU 


CALL ME A BLACK 


MAMBA?


PHEW, THAT WAS 


CLOSE! DANGER OVER.


AH! I DROPPED MY 


DINNER.
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