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      INTRODUCTION




      On a hot night in June 1969, a series of furious confrontations took place between the police and LGBTQ+ activists outside the Stonewall Inn in New York City. No one could have known it then, but the Stonewall riots would come to mark a historic moment in the push for LGBTQ+ rights, and the symbolic birth of an organized global movement. 




      The very first Pride march took place a year later, in June 1970. Named after the street where the Stonewall Inn was located, the Christopher Street Liberation Day march drew around 2,000 people. As leading activist Martha Shelley told a crowd: “The time has come for us to walk in the sunshine. We don’t have to ask permission to do it. Here we are!”




      There was a sense of hope as the new movement rapidly grew. At the time, it was incredibly difficult for LGBTQ+ people to publicly campaign. They feared social disapproval, 
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      losing their jobs or being arrested. But now there was a call to be unafraid: to end centuries of oppression and to find strength in numbers. 




      Of course, progress has not been universal and the struggle is far from over: homosexuality remains illegal in over 70 countries, and even in so-called tolerant societies, LGBTQ+ people can still face discrimination. However, 50 years on from that first Pride march, huge strides have been made for LGBTQ+ rights. 




      Today, hundreds of colourful Pride parades and parties take place around the world each year. This book is a celebration of the long journey to a place of pride. Beginning with the movement’s earliest pioneers, it captures the voices of those who have dared to take a stand, of those who took the fight into the streets, and of those who continue to speak up for LGBTQ+ equality today. 
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      My heart explodes within my breast;




      One timid glance, and all my voice is gone,




      My tongue breaks, and a subtle flame




      Races below my flesh, my eyes




      Refuse their sight, my hearing is a gong,




      Cold sweat clings to me, and I shake




      From head to toe…




      I am about to die, I think… 




      Ancient Greek poet Sappho (the modern term “lesbian” comes from her home island of Lesbos), addressed to an unknown woman, Fragment 31, sixth century BC
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      Who would give a law to lovers? Love is unto itself a higher law.




      Boethius, The Consolation of Philosophy, early sixth century
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      Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?




      Thou art more lovely and more temperate…




      William Shakespeare, many of whose famous sonnets – including Sonnet 18 – were addressed to a mysterious figure called the “Fair Youth”, 1609
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      I love, & only love, the fairer sex & thus beloved by them in turn, my heart revolts from any other love than theirs.




      Anne Lister, businesswoman, world traveller and mountaineer, writing in her diary, 1821 
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      For the one I love most lay sleeping by me under the same cover in the cool night,




      In the stillness in the autumn moonbeams his face wasinclined toward me,




      And his arm lay lightly around my breast – and that night I was happy.




      Walt Whitman, “When I Heard at the Close of the Day”, Leaves of Grass, 1855
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      Until my dying day I will look back with pride that I found the courage to come face to face in battle against the spectre, which for time immemorial has been injecting poison into me and into men of my nature… Indeed, I am proud that I found the courage to deal the initial blow to the hydra of public contempt.
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