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In fond memory of Selina Young – free spirit, sadly missed
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When Charm became queen of Karisma, the wise and beautiful Silversmith made her a precious gift. It was a bracelet. On it were fastened thirteen silver amulets, which the Silversmith called ‘charms’, in honour of the new queen.

It was part of Karisma law. Whenever there was a new ruler the Silversmith made a special gift, to help them care for the world they had inherited. And this time it was a bracelet. She told Queen Charm it was magical because the charms held the power to control the forces of nature and keep everything in balance. She must take the greatest care of them. As long as she, and she alone, had possession of the charms all would be well.

And so it was, until the bracelet was stolen by a spider, and fell into the hands of Zorgan, the magician. Then there was chaos!

[image: Image]







[image: image]


A wall of water rose from the sea and came thundering towards Sesame. She clung tight to her pony’s mane as they galloped along the shore – Silver’s flying hooves kicking up the sand. Chasing them was Princess Morbrecia astride a giant crab! The crab scuttled sideways at an alarming speed, gaining on Sesame fast. When Sesame dared to look back, she saw Morbrecia’s hair, a tangled mass of seaweed, streaming behind her in the wind. Suddenly Morbrecia’s skinny arm shot out to snatch Sesame’s locket and …
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Sesame woke.

“NO!” she screamed. “No! Go away!”

Nic Brown came bursting into her room to see what was the matter. He looked puzzled as his daughter sat up in bed, shaking her head.

“What’s up, Ses?” he asked. “I heard you shouting. Thought you’d been attacked by aliens!”

“Er, no, Dad,” said Sesame. She felt silly. “I had a crazy dream, that’s all. I was riding Silver and there was this massive wave and … oh, it doesn’t matter—”

Her voice trailed off. How could she explain about Morbrecia and the crab and everything she’d seen on Star Island* a while ago? She hadn’t told him, or her gran, Lossy, about any of her adventures in magical Karisma and her quest to find the thirteen silver charms. No one knew, except her special friends Maddy, Gemma and Liz, who’d been there too. They were all Charmseekers and their club was top secret!

Sesame hated keeping secrets from her dad, but she knew he’d never believe her. Who would?! He’d think she was bonkers, or just making it up. One day she would try to explain everything — but not yet.

Nic smiled at her reassuringly.

“You were riding Silver yesterday, weren’t you? And today we’re going to Water Wonderland, with a super wave machine and slides. I heard you chatting about it, before you went to bed. I reckon it all got muddled up in your dream.”

Sesame nodded. It was true she had been looking forward to going to Water Wonderland for ages.

“I can’t wait to go, Dad,” she said.
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While Nic was making breakfast, Sesame quickly washed, dressed and bundled her swimming things into a kit bag. She was longing to wear the fab new stripy swimsuit her gran had bought her.

Sesame was halfway through the door, when she saw her necklace on the bedside table – a silver chain and locket, with tiny pictures of her parents inside – the one Morbrecia had tried to snatch (and almost got away with) the last time Sesame was in Karisma. That was how the clasp came to be broken but, since then, it had been repaired. She went back for her locket, put it on and ran downstairs. She found her dad in the kitchen, on the phone.
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Uh-huh … right … sorry to hear that, Mrs Green. Yes, I’ll tell Sesame. Hope Gemma will be okay. Thanks for letting me know. Bye.”

“What’s happened?” asked Sesame, dumping her kit bag on the floor.

“Gemma can’t come today,” said Nic, replacing the handset. “She’s sprained her ankle playing football with her brother.”

“Oh no!” wailed Sesame. “Poor Gemma.”

Seconds later, her mobile jingled.
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Lossy arrived after breakfast. She was going to help look after the girls. Nic had been booked to take photographs at the opening of the new leisure park; he hoped to get some good pictures of Sesame and her friends trying out the waterslides and other rides. Sesame had arranged to meet her best friend, Maddy Webb, and Liz Robinson there, at eleven o’clock sharp.
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Liz was waiting for them, but there was no sign of Maddy. After several anxious minutes, Sesame looked at her watch.

“Eleven-ten,” she said. “Why is Maddy always late?”
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“Here she comes,” said Lossy. She waved to Mrs Webb, who’d just dropped her daughter off in the car. Maddy ran up to them, full of apologies.

“Sorry, Mr Brown … forgot my towel … had to go back … Mum mad and—”

Sesame rolled her eyes and grinned at Maddy.

“That’s okay, Maddy,” said Nic. “Glad you could make it!”

Once inside, Lossy took the girls off to a changing room. The girls chatted excitedly, admiring each other’s swimsuits. Maddy wore a spotty tankini top with sea-green shorts; Liz looked great in coral pink and Sesame’s stripy swimsuit fitted perfectly.
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SSesame was about to leave her watch and necklace in a locker, when she read a warning notice:

[image: Image]

So she decided to keep them on.

Lossy and the girls met up again with Nic, at the Mermaid Café. He’d been enjoying a tropical fruit smoothie while he was waiting for them.

“Where would you like to start?” he asked. “The Rocky Creek raft ride looks fun.”

“Yesssss!” chorused the girls at once.

“Too scary for me,” said Lossy. “I’ll settle for a Pineapple Surprise and wait for you here.”
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