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INTRODUCTION

The FIFA World Cup has delivered a series of significant milestones in association

football’s development, spread and popularity down the years. The four-yearly

intercontinental celebration – so much more than a mere sports event – has expanded

continuously while setting styles and trends reflecting the games, goals, personalities

and controversies.

Uruguay in 1930 provided the launchpad for the World Cup, with 13 national teams

playing out 18 matches over 18 days. The 2026 finals will feature an expanded 48 teams,

contesting 104 matches over more than five weeks in a historic first three-way hosting

across Canada, Mexico and the United States. Back in 1930, the teams came only from

the Americas and Europe. By contrast, 2026 will feature representation from all six of

FIFA’s continental confederations: Africa, Asia, Central and North America, Europe,

Oceania and South America.

All manner of records will be broken, from live attendances to worldwide media viewing

figures. Amid the celebratory excitement, few will remember that national team football

was in crisis at the turn of the century. Now, for all the concern about high-pressure

playing schedules, new competitions such as Europe’s UEFA Nations League have

helped reinvigorate the sector. Such is the sport’s popularity that bread-and-butter,

week-by-week club competitions have simultaneously achieved new heights of their

own.

This is not to say that everything in football’s garden is rosy. Physical and mental stress

levels at the highest professional spheres have attracted debate and dissent, not least

around the innovative and redeveloped 2025 FIFA Club World Cup in the United

States. Yet the overriding picture is positive for the health of the game in 2026 – and for

many World Cup years to come.

All the aspects of the grand sporting landscape are featured in this latest 16

th

edition of

World Football Records

. So read on to follow the achievements and stars, old and new,

from all of football’s major international tournaments for men and women and at all

levels of the global game.

Keir Radnedge

London, Summer 2025
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A

ssociation football is not merely the

world’s greatest sport, but greater than the

totality of the rest. A mission to spread the

message of a contest between 22 players

captivated the planet.

At the head of the global football pyramid is FIFA, the

world governing body. Supporting FIFA’s work are national

associations in 211 countries, across the six regional

geographical confederations: Africa,

Asia, Europe, Oceania, South America, and the Caribbean,

Central and North America. These associations not only

field the national teams who have built sporting history,

but they also oversee the growth of football in their

countries, from professional leagues to grassroots.

England and Scotland contested the historic first

national team match in Glasgow in 1872; the British Home

Championship followed, laying the foundation for so many

more international tournaments. The

Copa América

was

created in 1916, with the FIFA World Cup being launched

in 1930.

The FIFA World Cup is merely the peak of a competitive

pyramid that extends down through the six regional

confederations for men, women and youngsters. The

under-17 age group competitions for male and female players

are being converted from biennial tournaments into annual

events so that no rising generation need fear a disadvantage

in scaling the football ladder.

A simple meeting in

London in 1863 spawned

a worldwide social

phenomenon. The 160-

plus years’ adventure

from Arthur Pember, first chair of

the Football Association, to Gianni

Infantino, latest president of FIFA,

has been borne on a tide of passion

showing no sign of abating.

CONCACAF

CONMEBOL

Founded:

1961

Associations:

35 (+6

non-FIFA members)

Headquarters:

Miami, United States

Founded:

1916

Associations:

10

Headquarters:

Luque, Paraguay

THE COUNTRIES
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UEFA

CAF

AFC

OFC

Founded:

1954

Associations:

55

Headquarters:

Nyon, Switzerland

Founded:

1956

Associations:

54 (+2

non-FIFA member)

Headquarters:

Giza, Egypt

Founded:

1954

Associations:

46 (+1

non-FIFA member)

Headquarters:

Kuala Lumpur,

Malaysia

Founded:

1966

Associations:

11 (+2

non-FIFA members)

Headquarters:

Auckland, New

Zealand
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EUROPE

Europe is a focus of attention for fans around the world

thanks to the exploits of its historic clubs and national

teams, as well as it being the home for

star players and coaches

from every continent.

UEFA

Confederation

founded:

1954

Number of

associations:

55

Headquarters:

Nyon,

Switzerland

Most continental

championship wins:

Spain (four)





[image: Spain players celebrate winning the UEFA European Championship 2012 and Cristiano Ronaldo runs with the ball.]

11

Cristiano Ronaldo

holds the records for

both international

goals and appearances.

He scored goal number

138 in his 221

st

game

while leading Portugal

to their 2025 UEFA

Nations League victory

over Spain.

Wembley is the only stadium to have staged the final matches of the

FIFA World Cup (1966), the men’s European Championship (1996

and 2021), the UEFA Women’s Euro (2022) and the gold medal

final of the Olympic Games (1948 and 2012). The men’s

European finals were originally scheduled for 2020,

then postponed for a year because of the

COVID-19 pandemic.

Italy are the only

European national

team to have won

the FIFA World Cup

twice in succession.

The Azzurri beat

Czechoslovakia 2-1

as hosts in 1934, then defeated

Hungary 4-2 in Paris in 1938.

Despite not qualifying for the 1992 UEFA

European Championship, Denmark won the

tournament. Group runners-up in qualifying, the Danes

were drafted into the tournament after the team that

pipped them to qualification, Yugoslavia, were excluded.

There are

55 full member

associations

of UEFA, the

governing body of European

football.

RONALDO

138

55
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England is where

football began;

the country where

the game was first

developed, which

saw the creation

of the game’s first

football association

and the first

organised league,

and which now plays

host to the richest

domestic league

in the world.

ENGLAND

Joined FIFA:

1905

Biggest win:

13-0 v. Ireland, 1882

Highest FIFA ranking:

3

rd

Home stadium:

Wembley

Stadium, London

Honours:

1 FIFA World Cup

(1966)

NATIONAL LEGEND

SOUTHGATE’S REIGN OF PRIDE

Gareth Southgate

brought an end to his eight-year,

102-match, reign as manager of England after the UEFA

EURO final defeat by Spain in Berlin. The former England

centre-back could reflect on a proud record as the only

man to take the Three Lions to two major finals and one

semi-final. Southgate had taken over in autumn 2016

after the one-match ‘reign’ of Sam Allardyce. He led

England to the semi-finals and fourth place at the 2018

FIFA World Cup in Russia, then to the final of the UEFA

EURO in both the pandemic-delayed 2020 tournament

and the 2024 event. In 2020/2021 England lost on

penalties to Italy and three years later by 2-1 by Spain.

No other England manager can compare with that

level of international consistency even if Southgate

did not have a trophy for show for it. He was the

first man to reach a half-century of internationals

both as a player (53) and as manager.

NATIONAL LEGEND

CAPTAINS COURAGEOUS

The international careers of Billy Wright and

Bobby Moore

, who both captained England

a record 90 times, very nearly overlapped.

Wright, of Wolverhampton Wanderers, played

for England between 1946 and 1959, and

West Ham United’s Moore from 1962 to 1973.

Moore remains England’s youngest

captain, having been 22 years and 47

days old when appointed against

Czechoslovakia on 29 May 1963.

He also remains the only man to

have lifted the FIFA World Cup

for England, after West Germany

were beaten 4-2 at Wembley on

30 July 1966.

1872

The first official

England international

took place on 30

November 1872. It was a

goalless draw away to

the “Auld Enemy”,

Scotland.

The oldest player to make

his debut for England

remains Alexander

Morten, who was 41 years

and 114 days old when he

captained England against

Scotland on 8 March 1873

in their first home game.

SOUTHGATE

MOORE

41
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SCORING

RECORD

SPURRED ON TO GLORY

Many England fans felt their team was cursed when it

came to penalty shoot-outs, following spot-kick defeats to

Germany in the 1990 FIFA World Cup and 1996 UEFA European

Championship semi-finals, and to Portugal in the 2004

UEFA European Championship and 2006 FIFA World Cup

quarter-finals. Yet they turned the tide by beating Colombia

on penalties in the round of 16 at Russia 2018, en route

to finishing fourth – they then repeated the trick against

Switzerland to clinch third place in the following summer’s

inaugural UEFA Nations League. Everton goalkeeper

Jordan Pickford was among the heroes on each occasion,

not only saving a penalty each time but also scoring one

against the Swiss. Midfielder

Eric Dier

struck England’s

decisive final spot kick on both occasions. Dier’s then-

club, Tottenham Hotspur, have had more players represent

both them and England at the same time, with 2023 signing

James Maddison becoming the 79

th

and the following summer’s

recruit, Dominic Solanke, the 80

th

. Three of England’s top five

scorers are Tottenham legends: the club’s most prolific player

Harry Kane, 1960s hero Jimmy Greaves whose goals

included a national record six hat-tricks, and Gary

Lineker, who scored 10 times across the 1986

and 1990 FIFA World Cups.

MANAGER RECORD

A LITTLE HELP FROM EUROPEAN FRIENDS

Krumbach-born Thomas Tuchel was announced as England’s new head coach in October

2024, becoming Gareth Southgate’s permanent successor. Tuchel is the third man from

overseas to take England’s top job and the first from Germany, following Sweden’s

Sven-Göran Eriksson between 2001 and 2006 and Italian Fabio Capello

from 2008 to 2012. Tuchel’s previous managerial jobs included taking

charge of Borussia Dortmund, Paris Saint-Germain, Chelsea –

with whom he won the UEFA Champions League – and

Bayern Munich, where his players included England

captain Harry Kane. Between Southgate’s

departure and Tuchel’s arrival, England

Under-21s manager Lee Carsley

led the senior side on an

interim basis.

STAR PLAYER

FAST STARTS

Bryan Robson holds records

for England’s fastest goal in

the FIFA World Cup – after 27

seconds in a 3-1 win against

France in 1982 – and at the

old Wembley Stadium,

netting after 38 seconds in

a 2-1 friendly victory over

Yugoslavia in 1989. Robson

scored three of England’s 12

quickest goals. Tottenham Hotspur

striker Teddy Sheringham scored

England’s quickest goal after coming

on as a substitute. His first touch, a

header 15 seconds into a substitute

appearance, brought England level

with Greece in a 2002 FIFA World

Cup qualifier at Old Trafford, in

October 2001.

MOST APPEARANCES:

Peter Shilton,

125

Wayne Rooney,

120

David Beckham,

115

Steven Gerrard,

114

Bobby Moore,

108

1

2

3

4

5

DISCIPLINARY

SEEING RED

Alan Mullery became the first man

to be sent off playing for England against

Yugoslavia in June 1968, in a UEFA European

Championship semi-final defeat. Some 19 more

expulsions have followed. The 20

th

 was Luke Shaw’s

red card in a 2–1 victory over Italy in a March 2023

UEFA European Championship qualifier. Two

apiece have been shown to

David Beckham

and

Wayne Rooney. Beckham’s included a shootout

defeat to Argentina in the second round of the

1998 FIFA World Cup. Rooney was dismissed

in a quarter-final loss to Portugal at the FIFA

World Cup eight years later.

Sam Allardyce’s one and only game as

England manager before his resignation

following contentious comments made to an

undercover reporter saw his side beat Slovakia

in September 2016 thanks to a stoppage-time

goal by midfielder Adam Lallana.

7

England’s 2–1

defeat to France at the

2022 FIFA World Cup in

Qatar was the seventh time

they have been eliminated

from the tournament at

the quarter-final stage

– more than any

other nation.

DIER

1

BECKHAM
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NATIONAL LEGEND

GRAND OLD MAN

Stanley Matthews became England’s

oldest-ever player when he lined up at

outside-right against Denmark on 15 May

1957 at the age of 42 years 104 days. That

was 22 years and 229 days after his first

appearance. Matthews was also England’s

oldest marksman. He was 41 years eight

months old when he scored against

Northern Ireland on 10 October 1956.

In stark contrast to Matthews’s longest

England career, full-back Martin Kelly

holds the record for the

shortest – a two-minute

substitute appearance

in a 1-0 friendly win

over Norway in 2012.

TOURNAMENT TRIVIA

YOUNG AND OLD

Tom Finney is England’s oldest scorer at a FIFA

World Cup, aged 36 years and 64 days against the

Soviet Union in 1958. Jordan Henderson became

the second-oldest at 32 years and 170 days in

a 3–0 second round victory over Senegal

at the 2022 finals. Michael Owen is the

youngest. He was 18 years and 190 days

old when scoring as a sub in a 2–1 defeat to

Romania in 1998.

Jude Bellingham

became

the second-youngest in opening England’s account

at the 2022 finals, aged 19 years and 145 days, in a 6–2

victory against Iran. Midfielder Bellingham previously

became England’s youngest player at an international

tournament, aged 17 years and 349 days, when coming

on in a 1–0 triumph over Croatia at EURO 2020. Right-

back Myles Lewis-Skelly became England’s youngest

goalscorer in a World Cup qualifier, finding the net 20

minutes into his debut – and Thomas Tuchel’s

first game in charge – a 2-0 victory over

Albania in March 2025.

STAR

PLAYER

PICK OF

THE STOPS

After he was the penalty-saving

hero in shoot-outs against

Colombia at the 2018 FIFA World

Cup and Switzerland in a UEFA

Nations League third-place play-

off the following year, goalkeeper

Jordan Pickford

achieved another

landmark at UEFA EURO 2020.

He went the longest time without

conceding for any England

goalkeeper at a tournament. He

beat Gordon Banks’s previous best

of 720 minutes at the 1966 FIFA

World Cup by going 726 minutes

before Denmark’s Mikkel

Damsgaard scored in a

semi-final England

went on to

win 2–1.

TOURNAMENT

TRIVIA

ROON AT THE TOP

When

Wayne Rooney

scored against

Macedonia in September 2003, he became

England’s youngest goalscorer at the age

of 17 years and 317 days – and it long seemed

only a matter of time before he broke Sir

Bobby Charlton’s record 49-goal haul. He drew

level thanks to a penalty against San Marino in

September 2015, and then reached his half-century

with another spot kick, against Switzerland, three

days later. Rooney’s 100

th

cap in November 2014, at

the age of 29 years and 22 days, made him the youngest

man to rack up a century of appearances for England.

He retired from international football in August 2017 but

made a brief return as a substitute on 15 November 2018,

against the United States, for a farewell 120

th

appearance.

TOP SCORERS:

Harry Kane,

73

Wayne Rooney, 53

Bobby Charlton, 49

Gary Lineker, 48

Jimmy Greaves, 44

1

2

3

4

5

Theo Walcott remains England’s

youngest-ever international, aged 17 years

and 75 days when facing Hungary in a

friendly on 30 May 2006. The winger

was called up for that summer’s FIFA

World Cup squad but did not make it on

to the pitch during the finals in Germany.

ROONEY

17

BELLINGHAM





[image: center: Bobby Charlton dribbles the ball while playing for England at the FIFA World Cup 1966. bottom right: Walter Winterbottom carries footballs in a net bag during training.]

NATIONAL LEGEND

BOBBY DAZZLER

Sir Bobby Charlton

was widely described

as England’s greatest ever footballer, after

his death aged 86 in October 2023. He

was born in Northumberland and was the

nephew of Newcastle United legend Jackie

Milburn, yet he will forever be remembered

not only as an England but also a Manchester

United icon. He survived the 1958 Munich

air disaster which killed eight of his team-

mates – and 10 years later scored twice as Sir

Matt Busby’s Red Devils became

the first English club to win the

European Cup. In 1966 he was

essential to England’s FIFA

World Cup triumph, scoring

both his country’s semi-final

goals. He later popularised a

series of coaching academies –

with one recruit being a young

David Beckham – and served as

club director and ambassador

for United.

NATIONAL LEGEND

WONDERFUL WALTER

Walter Winterbottom

was England’s first

full-time manager and he remains both

the longest-serving (with 138 games in

charge) and the youngest, aged just 33

when he took the job in 1946. The former

teacher and Manchester United player

led his country to four FIFA World Cups,

from their first appearance in 1950, to

the 1962 tournament in Chile.

England’s most-capped

player Peter Shilton also

holds the goalkeeping

record of 66 clean sheets

between 1970 and 1990.

He could well have

won more caps,

but manager Ron

Greenwood alternated

him and Ray Clemence

between 1972 and 1982.

Striker Jermain Defoe came on as

a substitute 35 times for England

– more often than any other player

in England’s history – between

his debut in 2004 and his final

appearance in 2017.

WINTERBOTTOM

35

66

NATIONAL

LEGEND

FUNNY OLD GAME

Jimmy Greaves’s 44 goals for England

came in just 57 games – but he was

devastated to be left out of the country’s

glorious 1966 FIFA World Cup final victory

over West Germany at Wembley. Greaves was

just returning from injury at the time and Ramsey

kept faith up-front with Roger Hunt and hat-

trick hero Geoff Hurst, at a time when there were

no substitute roles for the unpicked rest of the

squad to fill. Greaves, whose later TV presenting

catchphrase was “It’s a funny old game” and who

was widely mourned after his death aged 81 in

September 2021, scored at least three goals

in one game six times for England, including

four against Northern

Ireland in November

1963 and against

Norway in June 1966.

STAR PLAYER

NEW KING KANE

Harry Kane won the FIFA World Cup Golden Boot in 2018 (with six goals)

while captaining England and has set a series of national records, including

racing away with the lead in the all-time scoring ranks. His long England

career initially got off to a quickfire start in March 2015, when he scored 79

seconds after coming on as a substitute for his international debut against

Lithuania. Almost precisely eight years later, he became his nation’s all-

time leading scorer with a penalty in a 2-1 victory over Italy. That spot-kick

took him to 54 goals, overtaking former international strike partner, Wayne

Rooney. Kane has since gone past 70 goals for England, of which a record 15

for the side were at international tournaments –

including the extra-time winner against

Denmark to clinch a place in the

UEFA EURO 2020 final, which

England lost in a shoot-

out at Wembley.

7-1

England’s biggest

defeat came against

Hungary in 1954.

They lost 7-1.

CHARLTON





[image: center: Kylian Mbappé kisses the trophy after France’s victory at the FIFA World Cup 2018. bottom left: Karim Benzema celebrates after scoring in the UEFA Nations League final 2021. bottom right: Antoine Griezmann runs with arms outstretched after scoring in the UEFA European Championship.]
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With two world titles

and a rich history of

helping to develop

the game,

Les Bleus

are footballing

heavyweights, most

recently becoming

world champions

in 2018.

FRANCE

STAR PLAYER

IN FOR

THE KYL

France won their second

FIFA World Cup in July

2018, 20 years after their first.

Nineteen-year-old

Kylian Mbappé

scored their last goal in the 4-2 final triumph over

Croatia, and was named the best young player

of the tournament. Mbappé also became the

second teenager to score in the final of the FIFA

World Cup, following Pelé against Sweden

in 1958, and with his strike against Peru

in the group stage, he also became

France’s youngest scorer at a major

tournament at the age of just 19 years

and 183 days. Four years later he became

only the second man, after England’s

Sir Geoff Hurst in 1966, to score a FIFA

World Cup final hat-trick. Mbappé also

scored from the spot in the shoot-out

against Argentina after the match ended

3–3, but Kingsley Coman and Aurélien

Tchouaméni missed as France fell to

defeat 4–2. Mbappé reached his half-

century of international goals for

France in June 2025 in a 2-0 win

over hosts Germany to clinch third

place in the latest UEFA

Nations League.

STAR

PLAYER

BENZEMA’S BACK

Karim Benzema

’s France career

has stretched longer than any other

player’s, from his debut as a substitute

scoring the winning goal against Austria

in March 2007 all the way into 2022.

This includes a lengthy absence from the

side from October 2015 until returning

in June 2021 as part of his country’s

squad for UEFA EURO 2020, where

he scored four times despite France

losing to Switzerland in the second

round. That October, he scored in the

2021 UEFA Nations League final to

equalise in a 2–1 triumph over Spain.

STAR PLAYER

GRIEZ LIGHTNING

Striker

Antoine Griezmann

won the 2016

UEFA European Championship Golden

Boot as the six-goal top scorer, plus the

Golden Ball as the best player. France

lost the final 1-0 to Portugal, but two

years later Griezmann’s four goals

helped France win the 2018 FIFA

World Cup. Griezmann shared the

record for most assists at the 2022

FIFA World Cup, with three, and

was named Man of the Match

in France’s 2–0 semi-final

victory over Morocco. He played

a record 84 successive internationals

for France between June 2017 and

March 2024, when he was ruled out

of a friendly against Germany by an

ankle sprain. Griezmann announced

his international retirement aged 33 in

September 2024.

FRANCE

AND FIFA

Jules Rimet – FIFA president

from 1921 to 1954 – was the

driving force behind the

creation of the FIFA World

Cup and the first version of

the trophy was named

in his honour.

Joined FIFA:

1907

Biggest win:

10-0 v. Azerbaijan, 1995

Highest FIFA ranking:

1

st

Home stadium:

Stade de France,

Saint Denis

Honours:

2 FIFA World Cups (1998,

2018), 2 UEFA European

Championships

(1984, 2000)

MBAPPÉ

GRIEZMANN

BENZEMA

7

Seven French

players have won the

FIFA World Cup, UEFA

European Championship and

UEFA Champions League: Didier

Deschamps, Marcel Desailly,

Christian Karembeu, Bixente

Lizarazu, Fabien Barthez

Thierry Henry and

Zinédine Zidane.





[image: top right: Thierry Henry controls the ball during a match at the FIFA World Cup 2006. center: Zinedine Zidane celebrates after scoring in the FIFA World Cup final 1998. bottom left: Michel Platini and Michel Hidalgo celebrate after France’s win at the UEFA European Championship 1984. bottom right: Hugo Lloris stands in goalkeeping kit during the FIFA World Cup 2022.]
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NATIONAL LEGEND

ZIZOU LA LA

Zinedine Zidane

was widely admired for his two-

footed elegance – naturally favouring his right

and yet swiping a spectacular volleyed winner

with his left to secure the UEFA Champions

League for Real Madrid in the Spanish club’s

centenary year of 2002. Yet it was with his

head that he powered two of host country

France’s three goals, without reply, to

beat Brazil in the 1998 FIFA World Cup

final. He was also sent off twice at FIFA

World Cups, including in the 2006

final, his last match before retirement.

Zidane later returned to Real Madrid,

winning four UEFA Champions League

trophies – one as assistant manager,

three in the top job.

STAR PLAYER

VICTOR HUGO

Goalkeeper

Hugo Lloris

became

France’s most-capped player at

the 2022 World Cup, passing Lilian

Thuram’s 142 appearances in a 2–1

quarter-final victory over England. His

145

th

and last match for France before

retiring from international football was

their penalty shoot-out loss to Argentina

in the final, four years after Lloris had

lifted the trophy as captain in Russia

with a 4–2 triumph over Croatia.

MANAGER

RECORD

MICHEL, MICHEL

Michel Hidalgo

, who died aged 87 in March

2020, was the first coach to lead France to glory at a

major tournament when the hosts won the UEFA European

Championship in 1984, helped in no small part by captain

Michel

Platini

’s haul of nine goals. Platini would later coach France at UEFA

EURO 1992, help to organise the 1998 FIFA World Cup in his home

country, and serve as UEFA President between 2007 and 2015.

Hidalgo was the first man to reach 75 games in charge of France,

though his record was later surpassed by Raymond Domenech, whose

79 matches included a run to the 2006 FIFA World Cup final – and

then Didier Deschamps, whose UEFA EURO 2024 2-1 semi-final

defeat to Spain was his 159

th

international as French boss.

TOP SCORERS:

Olivier Giroud,

57

Thierry Henry,

51

Kylian Mbappé,

50

Antoine Griezmann,

44

Michel Platini,

41

1

2

3

4

5

MOST APPEARANCES:

Hugo Lloris,

145

Lilian Thuram,

142

Olivier Giroud,

137

= Antoine Griezmann,

137

Thierry Henry,

123

1

2

3

5

HIDALGO

PLATINI

LLORIS

France not only won the 1984 UEFA European

Championship, but also football gold that

same year at the 1984 Summer Olympics in Los

Angeles. The only player to feature in both squads

was goalkeeper Albert Rust. Michel Hidalgo led

France to the UEFA European Championship

before being succeeded by Henri Michel,

who oversaw the Olympic glory.

1984

ZIDANE

HENRY





[image: top: Lilian Thuram, Marcel Desailly and Didier Deschamps celebrate with the trophy after France’s win at the FIFA World Cup 1998. bottom: Lilian Thuram raises his right arm while wearing a France kit with number 15, running on the pitch with focus.]
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NATIONAL

LEGEND

DESCHAMPS THE

MULTIPLE CHAMP

Didier Deschamps

is one of only three men to

have won the FIFA World Cup as a player and manager,

together with Brazil’s Mário Zagallo in 1958 and 1970

and Franz Beckenbauer with West Germany in 1974 and 1990.

Defensive midfielder Deschamps captained France in 1998 and in 2000

for their UEFA European Championship triumph, and retired after winning

103 caps – 55 as captain. He became national team head coach in 2012,

leading his side to the UEFA EURO 2016 final on home soil, where they

lost 1-0 to Portugal, before lifting the 2018 FIFA World Cup with a

4-2 victory over Croatia in Moscow. The run to the 2022 FIFA

World Cup final took him to 139 matches in charge, and

by France’s 2-0 victory over Germany in June

2025 for a UEFA Nations League third-

place finish, he had reached

168 matches with 106 wins.

NATIONAL LEGEND

LILIAN IN THE PINK

Lilian Thuram

made his 142

nd

and final

appearance for France in their defeat by Italy at UEFA

EURO 2008. The defender’s international career had spanned

nearly 14 years since his debut against the Czech Republic in August

1994. Thuram played his club football for Monaco, Parma, Juventus

and Barcelona before retiring in the summer of 2008 because of a

heart problem. He was also one of the stars of France’s 1998 FIFA

World Cup-winning side, scoring both goals in their semi-final victory

over Croatia: the only international goals of his career. His Parma,

Italy-born son Marcel Thuram, a forward who signed for Borussia

Mönchengladbach in Germany in 2019, helped France win the

2016 UEFA U-19 European Championship. Marcel made his senior

international debut against Finland in November 2020.

NATIONAL LEGEND

DESAILLY: JE SUIS

UN ROCK STAR

Despite having been born in the

Ghanaian capital of Accra,

Marcel

Desailly

always insisted he only

ever wanted to play for France – the

country he moved to as a four-

year-old – and he duly became the

nation’s most-capped player in 2003.

He retired the following year with

a then-record of 116 international

appearances, although this was later

passed by frequent team-mate Lilian

Thuram. Desailly, a commanding

presence at either centre-back or

in midfield that saw him dubbed

“The Rock”, not only won both the

1998 FIFA World Cup and 2000

UEFA European Championship with

France, but he was also the first player

to win the UEFA Champions League

in successive seasons with

different clubs – with Marseille

in 1993, and then with AC

Milan the following year.

EARNING

THEIR STRIPES

France are the only country to

play at a FIFA World Cup while

wearing another team’s kit. At

Argentina 1978,

Les Bleus

were

forced to wear the green-and-

white stripes of a local club

side, Atlético Kimberley, after a

colours mix-up with Hungary.

Fabien Barthez holds his

country’s record for the

most FIFA World Cup finals

appearances, 17 between

1998 and 2006.

DESCHAMPS

17

THURAM

DESAILLY

THURAM





[image: top: Olivier Giroud celebrates a goal by pointing both hands upward, wearing a France kit with number 9. center: David Trezeguet strikes the ball mid-action, wearing a France kit with number 20 and white shorts. bottom: Warren Zaïre-Emery runs with the ball at his feet, wearing a France kit with number 8 and white shorts.]
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STAR PLAYER

GIROUD

AWAKENING

Striker

Olivier Giroud

, once at

home in London with Arsenal and

Chelsea, knocked England out of

the 2022 FIFA World Cup with a late

goal for France in their 2–1 quarter-

final victory in Qatar. It was his 53

rd

strike for his country. Giroud had become

France’s all-time top scorer in the group

stage against Poland after he equalled Thierry

Henry’s record with two goals in the opening

4–1 victory over Australia. His first 40 strikes

for France were all from inside the area but on

his 100

th

international appearance he swept in

his 41

st

from outside the box, in a 7–1 win against

Ukraine in October 2020. With this goal, he

equalled Michel Platini’s mark of

international goals.

NATIONAL

LEGEND

HIGHS AND LOWS

David Trezeguet

scored 34 times in his 71

appearances for France, but never more importantly than

when turning team-mate Robert Pires’s cross into the top corner

of the net for a “golden goal” that gave France a 2-1 victory over

Italy in the 2000 UEFA European Championship final. That made

France the first reigning FIFA World Cup champions to win the

subsequent UEFA European Championship. Trezeguet

was the unfortunate fall guy when France lost the

2006 FIFA World Cup final, again against Italy.

After coming on as a substitute, he was

the only player to miss his spot-kick

as Italy triumphed

5-3 on penalties.

NATIONAL LEGEND

FONTAINE UP-FRONT

Just Fontaine, who died aged 89 in February

2023, scored more goals in one FIFA World Cup

than any other man – 13 across the six games

he played for France at the 1958 tournament,

including four in a 6–3 victory over West Germany

to finish third. He later spent the shortest amount

of time as France manager, taking over on 22 March

1967 and leaving on 3 June that year after two

defeats in friendlies. Before Kylian Mbappé’s treble

in the 2022 FIFA World Cup final, Fontaine was

the only Frenchman to score a FIFA World Cup

hat-trick.

TEAM TRIVIA

WONDERBOY

WARREN

Teenager

Warren Zaïre-Emery

became

France’s youngest player since 1914 when he

made his international debut in November

2023, aged 17 years and 255 days.

The Paris Saint-Germain midfielder

marked the occasion by scoring in

a 14-0 victory, France’s biggest

ever win. France’s only younger

goalscorer remains Maurice

Gastiger, 17 years and 156

days old when he found the

net against Switzerland in

March 1914.

SO NEAR

YET SO VAR

Antoine Griezmann became

the first man to have an

international goal disallowed

by the intervention of a video

assistant referee when he

was judged to be offside after

finding the net against Spain

in March 2017, a match Spain

won 2-0.

Against Austria in June

2022, centre-back

Ibrahima Konaté became

the 65

th

man to make his

France debut under coach

Didier Deschamps. This broke

the previous record of 64

players given their international

bows by Michel Hidalgo.

65

ZAÏRE-EMERY

GIROUD

TREZEGUET





[image: top: Miroslav Klose runs forward with arms outstretched, wearing a Germany kit with number 11. bottom: Franz Beckenbauer lifts the trophy above his head, wearing a Germany kit with long sleeves and a captain’s armband.]
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Germany are almost

ever-presents in the

closing stages of major

tournaments. Their

2014 success ended

an 18-year trophy

drought and was their

first FIFA World Cup

success as a reunified

nation after winning in

1954, 1974 and 1990 as

West Germany.

GERMANY

Joined FIFA:

1908

Biggest win:

16-0 v. Russia, 1912

Highest FIFA ranking:

1

st

Home stadium:

(rotation)

Honours:

4 FIFA World Cups (1954,

1974, 1990, 2014),

3 UEFA European

Championships (1972,

1980, 1996)

SCORING RECORD

KLOSE

ENCOUNTERS

In 2014,

Miroslav Klose

became the

third player, after Uwe Seeler and

Pelé, to score in four FIFA World

Cup final competitions. After strikes in

2002, 2006 and 2010, his first goal in

2014 – an equaliser against Ghana – put him

alongside former Brazil star Ronaldo at the

top of the all-time FIFA World Cup scoring

charts. And it was against the Brazilians that

Klose would later push out ahead on his own.

His 24 appearances left him behind only

compatriot Lothar Matthäus (25), but Klose’s

17 wins were one more than previous record-

holder Cafu, of Brazil. Klose retired in 2014

as Germany’s all-time leading scorer,

with 71 goals in 137 matches – and

his team-mates never lost an

international in which he

found the net.

TOP SCORERS:

Miroslav Klose,

71

Gerd Müller,

68

Lukas Podolski,

49

Jürgen Klinsmann,

47

= Rudi Völler,

47

1

2

3

4

NATIONAL LEGEND

DER KAISER

Franz Beckenbauer

is regarded as the greatest

football star in German football history – he not only

captained his country to FIFA World Cup glory in 1974

but also lifted the trophy as manager in 1990 and led

the bid to host the 2006 tournament before heading its

organising committee. Beckenbauer, a stylish “libero”

playing out from defence, made his mark at the 1966

FIFA World Cup where his side finished runners-up

to England, before claiming the 1972 UEFA European

Championship, as well as three successive European

Cups between 1974 and 1976 with Bayern Munich. He

died in January 2024, at 78 – just months after England’s

Sir Bobby Charlton, the pair who cancelled each other

out in that 1966 final.

34

Germany’s 2014

FIFA World Cup-winning

midfielder Toni Kroos

played the last match of his

career, aged 34, as his host

nation lost 2-1 to Spain in

the 2024 UEFA European

Championship

quarter-finals.

KLOSE

BECKENBAUER

Gottfried Fuchs scored 10 goals in

Germany’s 16-0 victory over Russia

at the 1912 Olympics in Stockholm –

matching an international record set by

Denmark’s Sophus Nielsen in a 17-1 win

at the Games four years earlier. They

were only topped 89 years later in 2001

by Archie Thompson’s 13 when Australia

beat American Samoa 31-0.

10





[image: top left: Germany players celebrate together by lifting the FIFA World Cup trophy, wearing medals and team kits. center right: Joachim Löw gestures with one arm raised while standing on the touchline, dressed in a dark shirt and trousers. bottom left: Gerd Müller runs forward to kick the ball, wearing a Germany kit with number 13, white socks and black boots. bottom right: Youssoufa Moukoko leaps with arms stretched, wearing a Germany kit while controlling the ball mid-air.]

21

TEAM TRIVIA

OK,MOUKOKO

After winning the FIFA World Cup

in 2014, Germany failed to make it past

the first round in the two subsequent

tournaments in Russia in 2018 and Qatar in 2022.

The latter tournament saw Youssoufa Moukoko become

the youngest German international to appear at a FIFA World

Cup. He came on as a 90

th

-minute substitute in a 2–1 defeat to Japan

at the age of 18 years and three days. The Borussia Dortmund striker’s

international debut seven days earlier, in a friendly versus Oman, had made

him Germany’s fourth-youngest ever player. The record is held by forward Willy

Baumgärtner. He was 17 years and 104 days old on facing Switzerland in April 1908.

NATIONAL

LEGEND

“DER BOMBER”

BOWS OUT

German club Bayern Munich said they were

“standing still today” when announcing the death

of former strike

Gerd Müller

aged 75 in August

2021, while the national team mourned “one of the

greatest German footballers of all time”. Müller,

nicknamed “Der Bomber”, struck 68 times in just

62 internationals between 1966 and 1974, including

a brace against the Soviet Union in the final to help

win the 1972 UEFA European Championship

and the winner versus the Netherlands to clinch

the FIFA World Cup title two years later. His

365 goals in 427 league games for Bayern remains

a Bundesliga record. On his death, club president

Herbert Hainer said: “Without Gerd Müller, FC

Bayern would not be the club we all love today.”

Gerd Müller scored a record eight

hat-tricks for West Germany

between 1967 and 1972, including

four four-goal hauls. But Otto

Stiffling remains the only German

man to score five times in one

international, when Denmark

were beaten 8-0 in May 1937.

TOURNAMENT TRIVIA

SAMBA SILENCED

Germany’s 1-0 win over Argentina in 2014 came in their

record eighth FIFA World Cup Final, this coming after they

were the first side to reach four consecutive semi-finals. But

their 7-1 semi-final humiliation of Brazil may well live longest

in the memory – and the record books. Germany led 5-0 at

half-time in what became the biggest FIFA World Cup semi-

final win and the hosts’ heaviest defeat. Other FIFA World

Cup finals records include: Germany were the first team to

score four goals in six minutes, and Toni Kroos, whose two

goals in 69 seconds is the fastest brace, is the only FIFA

World Cup winner born in East Germany. Thomas Müller’s

opening goal was also Germany’s

2,000

th

in full internationals.

NATIONAL

LEGEND

KEEPING A LÖW

PROFILE

Joachim Löw

bowed out as Germany

manager after a 2-0 second round defeat to

England at UEFA EURO 2020 in 2021, ending

a 15-year reign of 194 games, which took him

beyond Sepp Herberger’s 162. The highlight of

Löw’s time in charge was lifting the FIFA World

Cup in Brazil in 2014, making him the first

German to do so without having played for his

country. After a mid-ranking playing and

coaching career, he was appointed

as new Germany manager Jürgen

Klinsmann’s assistant in 2004

before taking the top job in

2006. As well as 2014’s glory,

his German side finished

runners-up at the 2008 UEFA

European Championship before

reaching the semi-

finals four years

later, with third place

at the 2010 FIFA World

Cup in between.

LÖW

5

MÜLLER

18

Jamal Musiala became

Germany's youngest scorer in

a competitive international aged

18 years and 227 days with the final

goal in their 4-0 victory over North

Macedonia in October 2021 in a FIFA

World Cup qualifier. Musiala was

born in Stuttgart but moved with

his family to England aged seven,

representing that country

before switching allegiance

in February 2021.





[image: top left: A football with patterns positioned against a blurred background. Manuel Neuer stretches his left arm outward in goalkeeping action, wearing a green kit with gloves and boots. center right: Mario Götze celebrates by shouting with arms out while André Schürrle embraces him from behind. bottom left: Philipp Lahm holds the FIFA World Cup trophy in both hands, wearing a Germany kit with black trim.]
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STAR PLAYER

NEUER RECORD

Manuel Neuer

holds the German record

for the longest run between conceding

international tournament goals. There were 557

minutes between Brazil’s late consolation in the 7-1

2014 FIFA World Cup semi-final rout and a goal from Italy’s

Leonardo Bonucci in the 2016 UEFA European Championship

quarter-final. Germany won that game 6-5 on penalties, helped

by two spot-kick saves by Neuer. Renowned for his ease with

the ball at his feet as a “sweeper keeper”, Neuer broke his leg

in a skiing accident just after Germany’s exit from the

2022 FIFA World Cup. He returned to international

action in time to play all his nation’s five

games as host of the UEFA European

Championship, before announcing

his international retirement

on 124 caps.

TOURNAMENT TRIVIA

NEW BOYS REUNION

Bayern Munich’s

Mario Götze

was the hero when

Germany finally overcame Argentina’s resistance in

the 2014 FIFA World Cup final. His 113

th

-minute volley

was the first winner hit by a substitute. It seemed apt

that Germany’s first FIFA World Cup triumph since the

reunification of East and West Germany in 1990 was

secured by Götze, set up by

André Schürrle

. They

had jointly become the first German football

internationals born post-reunification,

when making their debuts as 79

th

-

minute substitutes against

Sweden in November

2010.

NATIONAL

LEGEND

FABULOUS PHIL

Four German men have lifted the FIFA

World Cup as captain: Fritz Walter in

1954, Franz Beckenbauer in 1974, Lothar

Matthäus in 1990, and

Philipp Lahm

in

2014. Lahm, a full-back comfortable on

either flank, was Germany’s youngest FIFA

World Cup captain when they finished third

in 2010, and he later retired from

international football aged just

30 after the Germans defeated

Argentina in the 2014 final. A

Bayern Munich ballboy as a

teenager, Lahm also wore the

armband as they won the UEFA

Champions League in 2013.

Lahm’s only other club was VfB

Stuttgart, for a brief loan spell.

TOURNAMENT TRIVIA

F FOR FAILURE

Germany went into the 2018 FIFA World Cup as defending

champions – and FIFA Confederations Cup holders, which

they had won in Russia a year earlier. Yet Joachim Löw’s

side finished bottom of Group F, ensuring their first first-

round exit for 80 years – they did not compete in 1950 – and

only their second ever. Germany were eliminated in 1938,

a straight knock-out tournament, after losing 4-2 to

Switzerland in a first-round replay following

a 1-1 draw. That German team featured

several Austrian players following the

Anschluss

(German annexation

of Austria) earlier in

the year.

Hosts Germany made their first

appearance at a UEFA Nations League

finals in 2025. Julian Nagelsmann’s men

finished fourth after losing to eventual champions

Portugal 2-1 in Munich and then 2-0 to France in the

third-place play-off in Stuttgart.

1-0

East and West Germany met

only once at senior national

team level, in the FIFA World

Cup finals on 22 June 1974.

After the teams were drawn

into the same group, East

Germany produced a shock

1-0 win in Hamburg, but both

teams advanced.

SCHÜRRLE

GÖTZE

LAHM

NEUER

4





[image: top left: Florian Wirtz runs on the pitch with his arm raised, wearing a Germany kit with number 17. bottom right: Thomas Müller shouts with mouth open, raising his right arm, wearing a Germany kit with number 13.]
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SCORING RECORD

EVERY LITTLE BIT WIRTZ

Germany's fastest ever international goal was scored

by playmaker

Florian Wirtz

just seven seconds into

their 2-0 friendly victory over France in March

2024. That was his first goal for his country,

and he maintained his magic touch in helping

his then-club Bayer Leverkusen win the title

undefeated in 2023-2024. That was not all.

When Wirtz scored the opening goal of the

2024 UEFA European Championship in a 5-1

victory over Scotland, he also became their

youngest scorer at the UEFA EURO, aged

21 years and 42 days. Wirtz added another

goal in the last minute of regular time

in Germany's quarter-final against

Spain, only for the eventual

champions to come up

with a last-minute

extra-time winner.

NATIONAL LEGEND

GRAND SAMMER

Matthias Sammer is not only one of eight men to

play for both East Germany and the reunified Germany,

but he also holds the honour of captaining the side and scoring

both goals in East Germany’s final game, a 2-0 away win over

Belgium on 12 September 1990, 21 days before the official

reunification. His powerhouse midfield performances later drove

Germany to glory at the 1996 UEFA European Championship,

where he was voted the player of the tournament.

NATIONAL LEGEND

WHOLE LOTTA LOTHAR

Lothar Matthäus

was dubbed “Der Panzer”, or the panther,

during his playing days as a combative defensive midfield presence.

He enjoyed a 20-year international career, winning 87 caps for West

Germany and 63 for post-reunification Germany to make a national

record tally of 150. He was the captain who lifted the 1990 FIFA

World Cup trophy after taming Diego Maradona and Argentina

in the final, four years after a 3-2 defeat to the same opponents

in the Mexico 86 climax. Matthäus – who could operate as a

defensive midfielder, attacking midfielder or sweeper – played

in five FIFA World Cups (1982, 1986, 1990, 1994 and 1998), a

record matched only by Mexico’s Antonio Carbajal and Rafael

Márquez.

MOST APPEARANCES:

Lothar Matthäus,

150

Miroslav Klose,

137

Thomas Müller,

131

Lukas Podolski,

130

Manuel Neuer,

124

1

2

3

4

Thomas Müller’s third-minute goal for Germany

against Argentina in their 2010 FIFA World Cup

quarter-final, setting his side on the way to a 4-0

victory, made Germany the second country after

Brazil to complete a double century of FIFA

World Cup goals. The game came four months

after Müller’s international debut, a 1-0 defeat

to the same opposition after which Argentina

manager Diego Maradona mistook him

for a ballboy in a post-match

press conference.

Sepp Herberger (1897-1977) was Germany’s

longest-serving coach (22 years at the helm) and his

legendary status was assured after West Germany

surprised odds-on favourites Hungary to win the

1954 FIFA World Cup final – a result credited with

dragging the country out of a post-war slump.

WIRTZ

200

22

MÜLLER

MANAGER

RECORD

PRESSURE ON JULIAN

Julian Nagelsmann became Germany’s second

youngest international coach when given the top job in

September 2023, six months after being fired by Bayern

Munich. He succeeded Hansi Flick, who began his time as

international boss with a 10-match unbeaten streak but

failed to lift Germany out of the first round at the 2022 FIFA

World Cup. Nagelsmann, whose playing career ended at

only 20 because of persistent injuries, managed Hoffenheim

and Leipzig before winning the 2021-2022 Bundesliga with

Bayern. He was initially appointed Germany boss as a stand-

in ahead of the nation hosting the 2024 UEFA European

Championship but signed a new two-year deal in April that

year. He was only 36 when given the job.

5





[image: top left: Roberto Mancini walks with an Italian flag draped over his shoulder, dressed in a suit with a scarf. bottom right: Dino Zoff raises his right fist while wearing gloves and an Italy goalkeeper kit with long sleeves.]
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Only Brazil (with

five victories) have

won the FIFA World

Cup more times

than Italy. The

Azzurri

, however,

were the first nation

to retain the trophy

(winning in 1934

and 1938), were

surprise champions

in Spain in 1982, and

collected football’s

most coveted

trophy for a fourth

time in 2006.

ITALY

Joined FIFA:

1910

Biggest win:

9-0 v. USA, 1948

Highest FIFA ranking:

1

st

Home stadium:

Stadio Olimpico, Rome

Honours:

4 FIFA World Cups (1934, 1938,

1982, 2006), 2 UEFA European

Championships (1968, 2020)

NATIONAL LEGEND

ZOFF THE SCALE

Goalkeeper

Dino Zoff

set an international record

by going 1,142 minutes without conceding a goal between

September 1972 and June 1974. Zoff was Italy’s captain when they

won the 1982 FIFA World Cup – emulating the feat of another Juventus

goalkeeper, Gianpiero Combi, who had been the victorious skipper in

1934. Zoff later coached Italy to the final of the 2000 UEFA European

Championship, which they lost 2-1 to France thanks to an extra-time

“golden goal” – then quit a few days later, unhappy following the criticism

levelled at him by Italy’s then Prime Minister, Silvio Berlusconi.

TOURNAMENT

TRIVIA

BACK WITH A BUMP

Roberto Mancini’s Italy quickly went from joy to

despair after winning UEFA EURO 2020 in July 2021.

Eight months later, they failed to qualify for a second

consecutive FIFA World Cup, despite their campaign

forming part of a new national record of 27 successive

internationals without defeat stretching back to October

2018. That run ended when Spain came to Milan’s San

Siro stadium in October 2021 and won 2–1 in their UEFA

Nations League semi-final. Disaster struck the following

month, when a disappointing goalless draw with Northern

Ireland in their final FIFA World Cup qualifier left them

second behind group winners Switzerland. Italy then

did not even reach the final of their play-off round,

losing in Palermo to a

stoppage-time strike

by North Macedonia

in their March 2022

semi-final.

NATIONAL LEGEND

ON THE REBOUND

Roberto Mancini

’s rebuilding of Italian football after their

failure to qualify for the 2018 FIFA World Cup reached a

peak when winning UEFA EURO 2020, just three years

after his appointment. The former Sampdoria and Lazio

playmaker oversaw a new national record 34 consecutive

internationals unbeaten – including penalty shoot-out

victories against Spain in the semi-final and England in

the final. That record run included an unprecedented 11

successive Italy victories. Mancini had previously been

part of Italy’s squad when finishing third as hosts of

the 1990 FIFA World Cup, but failed to make it on the

pitch that tournament. He then feuded with new

manager Arrigo Sacchi ahead of the 1994

FIFA World Cup and declared himself

unavailable. Thus he ended his

Italy career on 36 caps and

four goals.

Wilfried Gnonto became Italy’s

youngest ever goalscorer on 14 June

2022, in a 5–2 UEFA Nations League

away defeat to Germany, aged just 18

years and 222 days. Ten days earlier he had

made his international debut in a 1–1 home

draw with Germany. The record was previously

held by Bruno Nicolè, who was 18 years

and 258 days old when scoring

both goals in a 2–2 draw

against France on

9 November

1958.

MANCINI

ZOFF

18





[image: top left: Gianluigi Donnarumma dives to his left with arms outstretched, wearing a yellow goalkeeper kit. bottom left: Luigi Riva runs forward with the ball, wearing an Italy kit with number 11 and black boots. bottom right: Fabio Cannavaro smiles while holding the FIFA World Cup trophy in both hands, wearing an Italy tracksuit.]

25

NATIONAL LEGEND

HAPPY CENTENARY

After captaining Italy to the 2006 FIFA

World Cup title,

Fabio Cannavaro

was

named FIFA World Player of the Year – at

33, the oldest winner of the prize, as well as

the first defender. Cannavaro, born in Naples

in 1973, played every minute of the 2006

tournament, and the final triumph against

France was the ideal way to celebrate his

100

th

international appearance. Cannavaro

is widely considered to be one of the

greatest defenders of the modern-day game

and played for clubs including Juventus,

Internazionale and

Real Madrid.

NATIONAL LEGEND

ROLLING RIVA

A nation mourned when Italy’s all-time

leading international goalscorer,

Luigi “Gigi”

Riva

, died aged 79 in January 2024 – few

more so than followers of Cagliari, for

whom he scored 164 times in 315 league

appearances between 1963 and 1976.

He also hit the net 35 times in

42 appearances for his country

– perhaps the most important

being the opener when beating

Yugoslavia 2-0 in the final replay of the 1968

UEFA European Championship. It was Riva’s

first game of the tournament after injury,

having broken his left leg playing for Italy

in March 1967. He broke his right leg,

again on international duty, in

1970, months after his three

goals had helped Italy to a

runners-up finish at the

1970 FIFA World Cup

in Mexico.

36

Fabio Quagliarella

holds the record as

Italy’s oldest goalscorer,

aged 36 years and 54 days,

when finding the net twice in a

6-0 victory over Liechtenstein

in March 2019. Both were

penalties in a UEFA European

Championship qualifier.

Vittorio Pozzo is the only

man to have won the FIFA

World Cup twice as manager –

both times with Italy, in 1934 and 1938.

Only two players, Giuseppe Meazza and

Giovanni Ferrari, played in both finals.

TOP SCORERS:

Luigi Riva,

35

Giuseppe Meazza,

33

Silvio Piola,

30

Roberto Baggio,

27

= Alessandro Del Piero,

27

1

2

3

4

CANNAVARO

2

STAR PLAYER

THE YOUNG ONE

Goalkeeper

Gianluigi Donnarumma

began UEFA EURO 2020

by becoming the youngest Italy goalkeeper ever to play at a

major tournament, aged 22 years and 106 days, in their 3-0 victory over Turkey in

the opening game. He ended it by being named the player of the tournament – the

first goalkeeper to win the award - having just saved penalties from England’s Jadon

Sancho and Bukayo Saka to give Italy victory on spot-kicks in the final. It was his fifth

penalty shoot-out – three for AC Milan and two for Italy – and the fifth he has won,

including saving from Spain’s Álvaro Morata in their UEFA EURO 2020 semi-

final. He had made his senior international bow in September 2016,

aged just 17 years and 189 days, in a 3-1 defeat to France.

DONNARUMMA

RIVA





[image: top right: Paolo Maldini stretches his leg high to kick the ball, wearing an Italy kit while in full stride on the pitch. bottom: Gianluigi Buffon kisses the FIFA World Cup trophy, wearing goalkeeper gloves and an Italy kit with badge.]
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NATIONAL LEGEND

KEEPING IT IN THE FAMILY

Cesare and

Paolo Maldini

are the only father and son to have

hoisted the European Cup/Champions League as captains

– both with AC Milan and both for the first time in England.

Cesare lifted the trophy after his team beat Benfica at Wembley

Stadium in 1963. Paolo repeated the feat 40 years later when

Milan defeated Juventus at Old Trafford, Manchester. Although

he retired as Italy’s second most-capped player, Paolo never

managed to win an international tournament – he played for Italy

sides that finished third and runners-up at the FIFA World Cup

and runners-up in the UEFA European Championship. Paolo’s

son Daniel, a midfielder, became the

third member of the family to play

for AC Milan in February

2020, and the following year played

his first games and scored his

first goal for Italy’s U-20s.

TOURNAMENT TRIVIA

IN SAFE KEEPING

During World War Two, the Jules Rimet Trophy – won

by Italy at the 1938 FIFA World Cup – was hidden in

a shoebox under the bed of football official Ottorino

Barassi. He preferred to keep it there, rather than at

its previous home – a bank in Rome. The trophy was

only handed back to FIFA, safe and untouched, when

the FIFA World Cup resumed in 1950. Barassi

also helped to organise the 1934 FIFA

World Cup, which was played

in his native Italy.

NATIONAL LEGEND

WHEN THE GOING GETS BUFF

Gianluigi Buffon

has not only been one of the finest

modern-day goalkeepers in the world but he has also even

surpassed some of the achievements of legendary

Italian predecessor Dino Zoff. Buffon emulated 1982

world champion Zoff by being part of Italy’s 2006

FIFA World Cup-winning side – only conceding

two goals during the tournament, one an own

goal and the other a penalty. Buffon also

became only the third player to be selected

for five different FIFA World Cups when he

made two appearances in Brazil in 2014,

only missing one of Italy’s three matches

– their opener against England – due

to a late ankle injury.

MOST APPEARANCES:

Gianluigi Buffon,

176

Fabio Cannavaro,

136

Paolo Maldini,

126

Leonardo Bonucci,

121

Giorgio Chiellini,

117

= Daniele De Rossi,

117

1

2

3

4

5

Alessandro Del Piero holds

the Italy record for most

international appearances as

substitute – 30. He came off

the bench to score a last-ditch

second to secure a 2-0 victory

over hosts Germany in their

2006 FIFA World Cup semi-

final.

MALDINI

BUFFON

30





[image: top left: Paolo Rossi celebrates with both fists raised, wearing an Italy kit with short sleeves and dark shorts. bottom right: Giorgio Chiellini and Leonardo Bonucci embrace each other, both smiling and wearing Italy kits with badges.]
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MANAGER RECORD

SPALLETTI’S SPORT SPELL

Coach Roberto Mancini, after having led Italy to a second UEFA European

Championship title in 2021 at the Covid-delayed UEFA EURO 2020, resigned

two years later in August 2023. Mancini was succeeded by Luciano Spalletti,

fresh from leading Napoli to their first Serie A title since the days of Diego

Maradona in 1990. Spalletti quit the national role in June 2025 after 24 games

in charge, half of them wins. His exit came days after Italy were beaten in their

first qualifying match for the 2024 FIFA World Cup, 3-0 by Norway. He was

replaced by Gennaro Gattuso.

NATIONAL

LEGEND

THE OLD GUARD

With a combined age of 70, veteran centre-

backs

Giorgio Chiellini

and

Leonardo Bonucci

were seen by some as potential weak links in Italy’s armour

at UEFA EURO 2020, but they had the last laugh. Chiellini,

36, had announced his international retirement after Italy failed to

make the 2018 FIFA World Cup, but was called up nevertheless

by caretaker boss Luigi Di Biago for friendlies in March 2018, and

new permanent manager Roberto Mancini appointed him as

captain. He lifted the UEFA EURO 2020 trophy at Wembley on

11 July 2021, after Italy beat England 3-2 on penalties following a

1-1 draw. Italy’s equaliser was a goalmouth scramble finished by

Bonucci – at 34 years and 71 days old, the oldest man to find the

net in a UEFA European Championship final. The previous record-

holder was West Germany’s Bernd Hölzenbein, 30 years and 103

days old when scoring for West Germany against Czechoslovakia

in 1976. Bonucci’s appearance in the final also took him to 18 UEFA

European Championship matches, one more than the Italian

record formerly held by Gianluigi Buffon.

NATIONAL ICON

YOU NEED HANDS

One of the world’s most iconic

football grounds, shared by AC Milan and

Internazionale, is popularly known as the San Siro,

after the surrounding district – yet its official name is

Stadio

Giuseppe Meazza

. That is in tribute to the star inside-

forward who played for both clubs as well as Italy’s 1934 and 1938

FIFA World Cup-winning sides. Meazza was spotted by an Inter

scout when playing keepy-uppy in the street with a ball made

of rags. His final goal for Italy was a penalty in the 1938 FIFA

World Cup semi-final – taken using one hand to hold

up his shorts after the elastic broke. The San Siro

is due to stage the Opening Ceremony of the

2026 Winter Olympic Games.

NATIONAL

LEGEND

COMEBACK

KID

Paolo Rossi

was the unlikely

hero of Italy’s 1982 FIFA World

Cup triumph, winning the Golden

Boot with six goals – including a

memorable hat-trick against Brazil in

the second round, and the first of Italy’s

three goals in their final win over West

Germany. But he only just made it to the

tournament at all, having completed a

two-year ban for his alleged involvement

in a betting scandal only six weeks before

the start of the tournament. Thousands

attended Rossi’s funeral in Vicenza in

December 2020 after his death

from lung cancer aged 64.

NO. 3

Italy captain Giacinto

Fachetti called the toss of

the coin correctly to beat the

Soviet Union in their 1968 UEFA

European Championship semi-

final. Fachetti spent his entire

career with Internazionale,

who retired the No. 3 shirt

he wore when he died

in 2006.

Roberto Baggio has

scored the most

penalties for Italy

during matches –

seven. Yet he was

also involved in all

three of his country’s

FIFA World Cup

shoot-out defeats,

including firing his

spot-kick over

the bar in defeat

to Brazil in the

1994 final.

Christian Vieri’s first goal for

Italy in 1997 not only came on

his debut, it also marked the

Azzurri

’s 1,000

th

goal scored

in all internationals.

Midfielder Emmanuele

Giaccherini’s first international

goal was the fastest in Italy‘s

history, 19 seconds into their

June 2013 friendly against

Haiti, which ended 2–2.

This was one second faster

than the previous record.

ROSSI

7

19

1000

BONUCCI

CHIELLINI
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