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INTRODUCTION


Welcome to The Little Book of Famous Last Words, a celebratory ode to those final phrases notable (and notorious) people have thrown away in the throes of farewell. You know the ones; the legendary last gasps of the world’s greatest icons that are so perfect, so unforgettable, that you can’t help but applaud in awe.


This terrifically tiny tome is a diverse and definitive collection of history’s greatest hits, covering a wealth of characters, good and evil, famous and infamous.


But that’s not all. There’s more!


Yes, like life and death itself, famous last words can come in all shapes and sizes, and encompass a range of emotions and events. As well as the funny and unforgettable urgent requests of the sick and dying, we also include a treasure trove of cock-sure (and cock-eyed) pronouncements and prognostications that leave their creators dying on the inside (from embarrassment) – remarks so out of touch they had to come back to haunt them from the afterlife to eat them.


From funny to sad, good to bad, ironic to moronic, deathbed confessionals to premature celebrations, aphorisms to puns, to declarations of love, fear and loathing, this compact compendium of famous last words is, well, the last word in famous last words.


Enjoy!
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HEAVEN’S DOOR


Ladies and gentlemen, let’s get this dearly departed party started with the most famous last words ever – at least so far. This chapter is full of the literal verbal nails in the metaphorical coffin for many of history’s most awesome of icons who just so happen to be knock-knock-knocking on heaven’s door.
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I’m losing.
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Frank Sinatra, singer and actor, May 14, 1998.


Ol’ Blue Eyes died at Cedars-Sinai Medical Hospital, Los Angeles, following a heart attack. His wife, Barbara, at his bedside, had just encouraged him to “keep fighting”.
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I’m shot! I’m shot.*


[image: illustrator]


John Lennon, musician, December 8, 1980.


Beatles icon John Lennon was shot multiple times at close range outside The Dakota, his New York apartment building. He stumbled a few steps before collapsing. He was 40 years old.


*His final word is reported to be “Yeah” when asked by a paramedic if he was the John Lennon.





 


[image: illustrator]


I’m bored with it all.
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Winston Churchill, UK Prime Minister, January 24, 1965.


After his seventh stroke put Winston in a coma for two weeks, he briefly awakened for this final bon mot, before succumbing to a fatal attack of the heart.
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You are wonderful.
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Arthur Conan Doyle, author, July 7, 1930.


Infamous fictional detective Sherlock Holmes’ famous real-life creator died of a heart attack at the age of 71. His last words were to his wife, Jean, whom he adored immensely.
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My God, what’s happened?
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Diana, Princess of Wales, August 31, 1997.


The People’s Princess died in a car crash in the Pont d’Alma tunnel, Paris. She was escaping pursuing paparazzi. A firefighter overheard her final words before she went into cardiac arrest.
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I’m going to go and see Jesus.
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Whitney Houston, singer and actor, February 11, 2012.


The legendary “I Will Always Love You” singer and The Bodyguard actor, was found unconscious in a bathtub at her suite at the Beverly Hilton Hotel, Los Angeles. Cause of death: accidental drowning.
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I’d like to have some milk. Please, please give me some more.
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Michael Jackson, musician, June 25, 2009.


The King of Pop had become addicted to propofol, due to increasing insomnia, a drug he called “Milk”. Hours after taking a lethal dose of propofol, Jackson died. His doctor, Conrad Murray, was found guilty of involuntary manslaughter. He served just two years in prison.
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I don’t have the passion anymore, and so remember, it’s better to burn out than to fade away.
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Kurt Cobain, musician, April 8, 1994.


The final line of the Nirvana singer’s suicide note. Kurt was found dead in his Seattle home after shooting himself in the head. The line is a nod to the Neil Young song, “My My, Hey Hey (Out of the Blue)”.
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Why not? After all, it belongs to Him.
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Charlie Chaplin, actor and director, December 25, 1977.


Aged 88, Charlie passed away after a stroke took him in his sleep. Earlier that night, a priest attended to him and asked: “May the Lord have mercy on your soul.”
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I’m going away tonight.
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James Brown, musician, December 25, 2006.


On the advice of his dentist, James went to the hospital for observation. Two days later, he passed away from heart failure. His manager, Charles Bobbit, was by his side and heard his last words under laboured breaths.
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I’m going to the bathroom to read.
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Elvis Presley, musician, August 16, 1977.


Elvis’ girlfriend, Ginger Alden, found the singer unresponsive on his bathroom floor. He died of a heart attack caused by a lethal combination of drugs. Alden later revealed Elvis’ final words were, “OK, I won’t,” when she asked him, “Don’t fall asleep in there.”
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To the strongest.
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Alexander the Great, conqueror and king of Macedonia, c. June 11, 323 BCE.


Moments before his death, Alexander was asked who his empire should belong to following his death. Cause of death? Partying hard.
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It is finished.
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Jesus Christ, founder of Christianity, c.33 CE


Jesus Christ died twice. Right before his death by crucifixion, he said it was finished. (It clearly wasn’t.) After his resurrection, he ascended Heaven and said, according to Luke, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!”
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I am still alive!
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Caligula, Roman emperor, January 24, 41 CE.
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