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Praise for In Search of the King


I have had the pleasure of working with Thann Bennett for many years. I know his passion and his desire to serve the Lord. In Search of the King is an informative and inspirational read. It is a must read.


—Jay Sekulow


Chief Counsel of the American Center for Law and Justice and New York Times best-selling author


I’ve run hard after many goals in my life—everything from the Olympics to the US Congress. Those pursuits pale in comparison to a true, lifelong discovery of the King. Thann’s message in In Search of the King will breathe life into your pursuit of the King and will challenge you to make service in His court the highest priority of your life.


—Jim Ryun


Olympian, former world record holder, and former Member of US Congress


You were created by someone bigger than you for a story larger than your own. In Search of the King will inspire you to discover a more intimate, more passionate, and more authentic relationship with the One who has been pursuing you since the beginning of time. Thann Bennett’s very personal and engaging style will captivate your heart and imagination and send you on a relentless journey to learn the character of Jesus, walk in His ways, and join His mission. Enjoy the journey!


—Heather Zempel


Discipleship Pastor at National Community Church and author of Sacred Roads, Community Is Messy, and Amazed and Confused


In Search of the King is about the most important journey anyone can take. One day we will all meet the King, but a wealth of joy and abundant life is waiting for those of us who find the King in this life. In Search of the King will lead you on an epic journey in which you will find yourself face-to-face with the King, and when you come face-to-face with the King there is nothing that will give you more hope, joy, and satisfaction.


—Ryan Hall


Olympian and fastest US marathoner in history


Thann thoroughly exposes and explores the profound mystery of the entangled identity of God and man while challenging us to discover its mandates and rewards.


—John Ashcroft


Attorney General of the United States (2001–2005)


Thann Bennett has given us all a wonderful gift. In Search of the King is as uplifting as it is challenging. If there is one thing that eludes so many Christians, it is an appreciation of the kingship of Christ. It seems we either place Jesus so high on a throne that we cannot relate to Him, or, we diminish His majesty and mar His greatness so we can relate to Him. Thann shows a way to avoid both spiritual errors and find the wonderful relationship we can all have with the King of Glory!


—Rev. Rob Schenck, D.Min.


President, Faith and Action in the Nation’s Capital


Practical and biblical! In Search of the King takes a very big issue for many—finding meaning—and makes it palatable. Give this book to anyone looking for purpose!


—Joshua Symonette


Campus Pastor at National Community Church and former NFL player


In an age that prefers rights over responsibilities, autonomy over accountability, and self-expression over self-surrender, the refrain, “O, how I love Your law!” has become increasingly rare—and we are reaping dire consequences spiritually, culturally, and socially. Wise souls, on the other hand, understand that the only life worth living is the one in which heart, soul, strength, and mind are aligned with the Creator’s design for human flourishing. Thann Bennett’s book, In Search of the King, provides such wise souls with an excellent road map. I highly recommend this book.


—Scott Sauls


Senior Pastor of Christ Presbyterian Church in Nashville, Tennessee, and author of Jesus Outside the Lines and Befriend


In Search of the King is an insightful reminder that we already have a wise, just, and powerful King who knows our needs and recognizes our frailty. If we have forgotten that there is someone greater than ourselves, this is a wonderful spiritual jog for our memory.


—James Lankford


United States Senator, Oklahoma


In Search of the King will inspire and stimulate everyone from the greatest in academia to the occasional reader. Thann’s writing weaves personal illustrations with biblical applications in a way that motivates readers to action. You will walk away from reading this book determined to discover greater intimacy with God while walking in an ever-deeper realization of your life’s purpose!


—Victor Marx


Founder, All Things Possible Ministries


In Search of the King challenged me to take stock of my own walk with Jesus. Am I discovering new things about Him each day? Am I becoming less so that He can become more? Is my life yielded to His service so that His amazing work is being accomplished? Thann Bennett led me on a journey of realizing what I have longed for all along—that no matter where I am or what I am doing, I want to be found in the life altering presence of the King.


—Susanna Foth Aughtmon


Author of Queen of the Universe: Encouragement for Moms and Their World Changing Work


When we hear the word king it’s easy to think in terms of earthly political power. And Thann Bennett would certainly be qualified to speak on that, given his many years cruising the marble halls of Capitol Hill in Washington D.C. But this wonderful book focuses on another kind of kingdom and a very different kind of King—Christ, the King of kings and Lord of lords. Immersed in Scripture and thoroughly practical, In Search of the King is a powerful reminder that amid a culture that too often emphasizes self-indulgence, Jesus calls us to a life of service and obedience perfectly exemplified by our high and holy King, Jesus Christ.


—Craig Parshall


Best-selling author of The Occupied and Special Counsel, ACLJ


—Janet Parshall


Nationally syndicated radio talk show host
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You will seek me and find me
when you seek me with all your heart.
Jeremiah 29:13
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May these pages channel the boundless Word of God,
making their reach limitless and timeless,
according to 2 Timothy 2:9.




To Brooke, my one and only, forever.




FOREWORD


by Mark Batterson
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The book you are holding in your hands is a dream. In fact, it’s a dream two times over.


This book, In Search of the King, started out as a dream that God planted in Thann’s heart in February 2001. That dream lay dormant for nearly fifteen years. But as with all God-given dreams, God patiently nurtured it to fruition. I know this backstory because I have the privilege of being part of it. I have observed this dream, believed in this dream, and spoken into this dream for more than a decade now as Thann’s pastor.


On April 19, 2015, I preached a sermon titled “The Art of the Start.” It was part of a series titled One Little Yes. I asked a simple question at the outset of that series: “What do you need to start?” That question was coupled with a challenge: “You cannot finish what you do not start.” Of course, the first step is always the hardest.


The following morning, I received a number of e-mails from people who were at long last saying yes to the dreams God had given them, and Thann was one of them. I think it was Thann’s way of going public with his dream and holding himself accountable. He made a commitment at the altar to quit delaying. In fact, he took the first step of faith by writing a thousand words. It was a victory for Thann and gratifying for me.


As an author, I knew better than most the challenges Thann would confront as he wrote, but after more than fourteen years, the dream God had placed in his heart had finally left the starting blocks.


As fate—or God’s sense of humor—would have it, I left for sabbatical shortly after responding to Thann’s e-mail. But I covered his efforts in prayer and was eager to check in with him when I returned. There would be no check-in necessary, however, as God’s message to Thann had been waiting to spill out of him. By the time I returned from sabbatical, there was a fifty-thousand-word manuscript waiting in my in-box!


You will read more about this story from Thann’s perspective later in these pages, but there is a reason I share it with you at the outset. It is because of the second way in which you are holding a dream—your dream. I believe that the God of the universe—the very King these pages will introduce you to—places His dreams in each of us on a regular basis. This book will not only pull that dream out of you, but it will spur you into channeling that dream into service of the King.


This book is going to challenge your walk with the Savior King. It is going to call you into a new discovery of Him, new ways to serve Him. You will be tempted to delay, but I plead with you to resist that temptation. You are holding this book—this dream—for a reason. The King wants to do a new thing in you and through you. He wants to reveal Himself to you in a way you have not experienced before. He longs to know you more intimately and to be more fully known by you.


As this book calls you into that discovery, do not put it off until a more convenient time. Make a commitment to truly discover the King, and then box yourself in to that commitment by telling someone you trust.


My spiritual father, Dick Foth, often reminds me of God’s desire: “Tell them who I am, not what I do.” That is what this book does. It proclaims the name and identity of the King. More specifically, it will inspire you to go on your own search for the King and to experience your own unique discovery of Him. You will find a new clarity about who the King is and a new understanding of how to actively walk with Him and daily dialogue with Him. You will be challenged to step into even bigger and better dreams because you will understand anew that you are invited to walk in the power of the King each and every day. Most importantly, these pages will leave you hungry for more of the King.


I caution you: The message of this book will challenge you to action. Yes, you will be inspired and encouraged, because you will better know what it means to discover the King. But do not mistake inspiration and encouragement for comfort, because you are about to be made uncomfortable. No matter where you are in your journey with the King, He is calling you to a new and deeper intimacy with Him. There is another layer of service to Him—one that involves even more of His power working through you. These pages will leave you unwilling to stay where you are.


So yes, you are holding a dream. I mean it both literally (this book) and figuratively (your life). I believe with all my heart that each and every person holding this book—that means you—has a God-sized dream planted deep inside. You may even be holding on to a dream rather than stepping with courage into that dream. That dream involves—and even requires—a deeper discovery of the King’s character and His power. As you embark on this journey to tap into that power, I challenge you to do it with your own dream in mind.


What is your dream?


Have you invited the King to lead you into a discovery of it?


Have you committed yourself to it?


Are you content to continue holding on to that dream? Or are you ready to finally let it loose and chase after it?


I hope you will choose the chase, because it is that pursuit that will lead you into a discovery of the King. It is time to set off in search of the King.




INTRODUCTION


Where Is the King?
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Where is the King?”


This is a question that nearly all of us ask at some point in life, but many of us never fully find the answer. It seems as if the King we are searching for is constantly moving just out of our reach. We think that if we could run a little harder or search a little better, we would find Him.


But I have news for you. We will never find the King as a result of a frantic search. We cannot find Him by trying harder, running faster, or arriving at our destination sooner. If we are to discover the King our hearts are longing for, it will happen not at the end of our life’s journey but in the midst of it. Our discovery of the King is not about a destination; it is about a relationship.


An intimate knowledge of the King is something we discover piece by piece as we grapple with life while walking alongside Him. It is gritty. It is relational. And the key to this discovery lies in asking questions that create a daily dialogue with the King.


TURNING PURSUIT OF THE KING INTO DISCOVERY


In C. S. Lewis’s book The Horse and His Boy,1 Shasta is heir to the throne but does not realize it. He, along with his companion Aravis, has learned of a sinister plot to invade neighboring Archenland. Shasta and Aravis are desperate to reach Archenland to warn King Lune of the attack. They narrowly outrun the invading army and pass through the gates with precious little time to spare. But just as Shasta thinks his task is complete, he is informed that the king has gone on ahead and that he must carry the warning on foot.


Shasta is exhausted. He barely survived a dangerous dash to warn the king. He must have been thinking, Why me? Surely someone else can take over the assignment from here. Instead, Shasta asks, “Where is the king?” He does not insist on understanding why he has to complete the task, or even how he will find the strength. He simply asks to be pointed in the direction of the king. He asks which way he should run, and then he runs. In doing so, Shasta reveals the singular focus of his heart.


He wants to find the king.


Can you relate to Shasta in this story? Are you in a mad dash to find the King? Or have you arrived at what you thought was your destination only to be told that the King is not there and that you must continue on foot? Are you exhausted and wondering if you will ever find Him, or questioning whether He exists at all?


When we are at a crossroads in life, we—like Shasta—need to ask the right questions in our search for the King. Once we are headed in the proper direction, we can turn our search for the King into a discovery of Him and a life of service to Him.


The key to finding the King is realizing that He is not waiting for us at some distant destination. We may think we are pursuing Him, but when we open our eyes, we will discover that He is already walking alongside us.


I challenge you to simply ask, “Where is the King?” and to start off in that direction.


Are you at a crossroads in life where you must decide which direction to take? Are you asking, “Why me?” or, “How will I do this?” Instead, I challenge you to simply ask, “Where is the King?” and to start off in that direction. It may surprise you how quickly you will discover the King.


THE ONE WHO HAS LONG WAITED


After Shasta warns the king of the looming danger, he rides at the back of the king’s army as they attempt to intercept the enemy. But Shasta becomes separated from the group and is desperately lost in a heavy fog. He is despondent to the point of tears until he is frightened by the startling realization that a giant creature is walking beside him. He cannot see the creature, but he can sense it and even feel its warm breath. Shasta considers making a run for it but quickly realizes that his horse is not up to the task. He then considers speaking to the creature but cannot muster the courage. So they proceed in silence.


As Shasta’s terror continues to mount, he eventually whispers, “Who are you?”2


The answer Shasta receives is the same one we will hear when we finally decide to discover the King.


The creature responds, “One who has waited long for you to speak.”3


Our King is desperate to know us and to be known by us. But He will never force Himself on us.


Our King is walking alongside us—so close we can sense His presence and feel His mighty breath like a rushing wind.4 He is standing guard over us. He is longing for relationship with us. Our King is desperate to know us and to be known by us. But He will never force Himself on us. He simply walks beside us and waits for us to speak.


Let us find the courage to speak and to embrace the journey with Him that is freely available to us. Let us lay aside any fear that may be delaying that intimacy.


All we have to do is ask.


THE ONE WHO WALKS BESIDE US


One final tidbit from Shasta’s encounter with the creature. The next several moments after Shasta speaks are spent engaging in conversation with the creature. The creature will not tell Shasta his identity but instead invites Shasta to tell of his sorrows. As Shasta does so, he is struck by his apparent misfortune at having encountered so many lions along his journey.


Here is the conversation that ensues between the creature and Shasta:


“There was only one lion,” said the Voice.


“What on earth do you mean? I’ve just told you there were at least two lions the first night, and—”


“There was only one, but he was swift of foot.”


“How do you know?”


“I was the lion.”


And as Shasta gaped with open mouth and said nothing, the Voice continued. “I was the lion who forced you to join with Aravis…. I was the lion who drove the jackals from you as you slept. I was the lion who gave the Horses the new strength of fear for the last mile so that you should reach King Lune in time. And I was the lion you do not remember who pushed the boat in which you lay, a child near death, so that it came to shore where a man sat, wakeful at midnight, to receive you.”5


Whether we realize it or not, the King is walking alongside us. He cares about our struggles, and He is intervening for us. He longs for our interaction and also for our acknowledgment and praise.


He is desperate for us to open our eyes in order to see Him.


He is desperate for us to open our ears in order to hear Him.


And He is desperate for us to open our mouths in order to converse with Him.


Make no mistake about it: our King wants a relationship with us. He will eagerly look upon us, speak to us, and fill our mouths that we may speak into the world around us. In fact, that is why He walks beside us, waiting for us to break the silence—because He longs to reach the world through us.


The time for our silence has come to an end. Let us learn to ask the proper questions as we encounter crossroads in our lives.


When we do not know where to turn, let us not ask where the various paths lead, but instead let us ask, “Where is the King?”


Let us be aware of the mighty power that walks alongside us and find the courage to ask, “Who are you?”


And finally, when we encounter the King in the faces and needs of those who surround us, let us ask, “How can I serve?”


Make no mistake about it: our King wants a relationship with us.


If we ask these questions, we will discover so much more than a destination. We will discover the King Himself. And better still, our search for the king will turn into a life of service to the King.


And every step of that journey will be taken alongside the very Lion of Judah who walks beside us (Revelation 5:5).




PART ONE
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Search for the King




CHAPTER ONE


Who Is the King?
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Who is he, this King of glory?


Psalm 24:10





The President is here.”


I was nineteen years old when I heard those words. The setting was a nondescript Washington, D.C., office building where I was volunteering my time to help George W. Bush transition into the presidency. It was a historic process, as the United States Supreme Court had just finalized the contested election in the case Bush v. Gore. While I was not particularly politically active at the time, I had several weeks to spare before the spring semester of school began, and I decided to spend them volunteering for the presidential transition. After all, it would provide a front-row seat to history.


There was only one problem: the presidential transition team was not looking for additional volunteers. They told me not to come because there was no room or need for me. So like any hardheaded teenager, I ignored their instructions; flew from Peoria, Illinois, to Washington, D.C.; and walked into the transition office with my résumé in hand. They again politely informed me that I was not needed. So I returned the following day. And the following day.


On the third day of my unannounced and uninvited arrivals, the transition staff finally relented and agreed to take me on. I spent the next several weeks doing every menial job I could find—from making coffee to running copies. There were a few more exciting and substantive jobs mixed in as well, but for the most part I did anything possible just to be a part of the team. I knew I was not an essential component of what was transpiring, and that was fine with me. I simply wanted to be present. My only real goal was to associate with something greater than myself.


After several weeks of long days and short nights, I was glad to have experienced the whirlwind of activity, but I was grateful to be approaching the end. I was exhausted.


Then the rushed whisper spread quickly through the building:


“The President is here.”


With that short announcement, all fatigue vanished. Everyone from the most senior adviser to the lowliest volunteer (me) lined the perimeter of the largest room and waited with anticipation for our turn to greet the incoming President.


It was my first real brush with royalty. In the United States, we have presidents rather than kings, but in this context the distinction is insignificant. My nineteen-year-old self had been chasing an association with royalty, and I was about to experience it.


Each of us has a deep and abiding sense that we belong to someone or something greater. An instinctual understanding that we were created for something beyond ourselves. A longing to associate with royalty.


To put it plainly, at some point, each of us comes to a place in life where we feel the need for a king.


THE KINGS IN OUR CULTURE


Our own culture—like every one that has come before us and all that will come after—offers seemingly endless options to satisfy our longing for a king. We are surrounded by temptations to pursue power, fame, or other accolades. We are inundated with the allure of the celebrity, the impressive feats of the athlete, and the charisma of the spiritual or political leader. Each of these appeals to us in a different way, but each has the potential to become the object of our pursuit of a king.


While not everything about these pursuits is inherently wrong, none will satisfy our deepest longing. None will quench our thirst for a king. None will reveal the true character and identity of the King we seek.


I simply wanted to be present. My only real goal was to associate with something greater than myself.


Nothing short of the one, true King of the universe can satisfy our abiding and divinely created desire for the King.


THE FUTILITY OF HUMAN KINGS


Our longing for a king has been visible in every culture and time. We know of countless examples where a people or a nation rushed to embrace a gregarious leader and place their trust and belief in him or her. In many cases, the result has been catastrophic. Consider the rise of Adolf Hitler in Nazi Germany. Hitler began as an adored politician but presided over the slaughter of approximately six million Jews and approximately five million others he deemed inferior. This phenomenon is in no way isolated to the past. As I write, political leaders in Syria are using chemical weapons on their own citizens, government officials in Sudan are at the center of an ongoing genocide within its borders, and the North Korean dictator has a habit of executing those who disagree with him—even if they are members of his family.


We were made to commune with, worship, and serve the King.


History is replete with leaders who had an insatiable appetite for dominion and control. Because these leaders pursued selfish, earthly ambitions, the people suffered. In each of these cases, the people’s misplaced effort to crown a physical king backfired on them.


In some cases, the rise of a dynamic leader appeared to succeed for a while, as that leader presided over a time of plenty. But when viewed through the lens of the eternal impact on individual souls, even this success is very fleeting. Our hearts were created for intimacy with the King. We were made to commune with, worship, and serve the King (Ephesians 1:12).


No matter how good a nation’s leader may be, a human king simply cannot fulfill our longing for the King.


In 1 Samuel 8, the Israelites demanded a king to rule over them. Samuel warned the people that crowning a physical king would not only fail to address their needs but also would complicate their lives significantly. He warned that a king would take the best of their sons and daughters, as well as their fields and livestock.


Still the people insisted, “Give us a king to lead us” (v. 6).


So God granted the people their wish and appointed a king to rule over them. The result was a significant deterioration of the Israelites’ relationship with the one, true King. The people missed the fact that crowning a human king would serve only to separate them from their real King.


When we try to force the crowning of a physical king in our lives, we do not address our need for the one and only King who is worthy to sit on the throne of our lives. In fact, it complicates our search for that King.


WHO IS THE KING?


Once we become aware of our deep longing and need for the King, the natural question is, “Who is the King?”


Who are we really searching for?


In Psalms, David frames the question like this: “Who is this King of glory?” (24:8). His question is both an acknowledgment of a desire for the one, true King and a query about the identity of that King. David is essentially asking, “I know this King is awesome and powerful, but just who, exactly, is He?”
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