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Game changers are people who use their skills, talents


and ideas to change the world. Some of their ideas are


so original that it takes time for the world to catch up.


But when it does, the world is changed forever.


Technology has made our lives so easy. We can play


games and send information around the world in


seconds! In this book, we admire the people who


helped make that happen. Some invented the


technology, some made it easier to use – either way,


they were game changers.







(1906–1992)


“I’ve always been more


interested in the future than


the past.”


Grace Hopper


Grace Hopper was a true game changer. She was a


computer scientist who revolutionised the way


we think about computers and what they can do.


She did all of this while working for the US Navy


and spending time encouraging young people –


especially girls – to follow in her footsteps. She was


a formidable woman with a powerful personality –


they even named a battleship after her.


USS Hopper







Grace was born in New York, USA. She was


interested in mathematics from an early age, and


when she graduated from college, she became a


maths teacher. When the USA joined the Second


World War in 1941, she tried to join the Navy.


However, they said she was too old and too short.


She tried again, and in 1944 she was enlisted to


program computers for the war.


Did you know?


People say that when she was young, Grace


took apart seven alarm clocks to see how


they worked!







The Navy sent Grace to Harvard University to


help program the Mark I Computer. In the 1940s,


computers were much bigger than they are now –


and much less powerful.


The Mark I


A room-sized mechanical computer.


Built by the famous computer company, IBM®.


Weighed four tonnes – about as heavy as a hippo!


Used by the USA to make calculations during the


Second World War.


Grace spent the war helping with calculations,


including ones that were used to make the first


atomic bomb.







Did you know?


Grace is credited with creating the term


‘computer bug’, when a moth flew into a


computer and broke it.















