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About this Atlas




Message to Adults
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Children love discovering new things . . . this atlas has hundreds of new things to discover! Some will even be a surprise for adults!


This is an atlas for young children to enjoy. We can’t tell children everything about everywhere, but we can take them to some amazing places.


They will find out a lot about the geography, people, climate, plants and animals – as well as some of the problems – of our amazing world! Don’t worry about detailed understanding just yet. The numbered balloons on the maps allow the children to find the places on each map. Every numbered balloon has a corresponding picture and text about that particular real place.


As well as beautiful photographs and illustrations, we have included lots of wonderful postage stamps: real messages from real places! There are messages on the flags we have chosen too.










Message to Children
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Welcome to this world atlas – let’s explore the world together! Our balloon takes you to real places. You can find where these places are on the maps. The pictures and words tell you more about each place. The authors, David Wright and Rachel Noonan, love travelling and want you to enjoy our world as much as they do.
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You will soon discover things about the world that most grown-ups don’t know!
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How long does it take for the planets to go round the Sun? They are all different. Earth takes 365 days (1 year). Mercury only takes 88 Earth-days, but Neptune takes 165 Earth-years to circle the Sun!




Did you know?


The planets of the Solar System are very different sizes, and the Sun is huge! If the Sun was the size of a basketball then Jupiter (the biggest planet) would be the size of a pea, and the Earth would be smaller than a full stop!







8 planets circle the Sun. How can you remember the planets? Here is a funny sentence to help you. Can you think of an even funnier sentence to help you remember the order of the planets, using the first letter of each planet?
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Winter is when our part of the Earth is tilted away from the Sun, and gets less sunlight and heat. Summer is when our part of the Earth is tilted to get more sunlight and heat. Tropical lands get the most heat from the Sun; Arctic lands get the least heat.
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