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Hail, young warriors!

 

Tom has set out on a Quest of his own choosing, and I have the honour of helping with magic learnt from the greatest teacher of them all: my master, Aduro. Tom’s challenges will be great: a new kingdom, a lost mother and six more Beasts under Velmal’s spell. Tom isn’t just fighting to save a kingdom. He’s fighting to save those lives closest to him and to prove that love can conquer evil. Can it? Tom will only find out by staying strong and keeping the flame of hope alive. As long as no foul wind blows it out…

 

Yours truly,

 

The apprentice, Marc


PROLOGUE
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Queen Romaine of Kayonia gazed angrily at a wasp that flew through the window of the north turret. She batted it to the floor and crushed it under her heel. The young wizard Marc was speaking to her, but she couldn’t hear because of the buzzing in her ears.

“Speak up!” she said.

Marc moved closer to her. “Your Majesty, the plague of wasps is getting worse,” he reported. “Your people are beginning to panic. Something must be done.”

Letting out a sigh, the queen paced from one side of the turret room to the other. Her copper-coloured hair flicked out behind her and her knuckles were white from gripping her bone staff so tightly.

“The wasps have chased away the last of my palace guards,” she said with a growl of frustration. “Those who haven’t gone to deal with the rioters and looters. The kingdom has been plunged into utter chaos.” She banged her staff on the floor. “I am a warrior queen, but against this threat I am helpless!”

“Your Majesty—” Marc began. He broke off as the sound of screams from below rose above the buzzing.

Queen Romaine rushed to the window of the tower, with the young wizard by her side. Leaning out, she gazed down into the city square.

The wasps had formed themselves into a swirling, writhing swarm. They danced above the ground, clustering around a shape that the queen couldn’t make out clearly. Then she gasped in horror as the cloud of wasps divided into separate swarms.

Hovering above the square was a creature as tall as two large men. Four fluttering wings sprouted from its back. A human-shaped torso ended in a body striped in yellow and black. It tapered into a long, cruel sting that glowed brilliant green.

“She must be the queen wasp!” Romaine whispered.
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She stifled a cry as she saw the smaller swarms of wasps swirling around her fleeing subjects, stinging them over and over again as the people tried vainly to beat off their attacks. “How can this be happening?” she demanded, her fists clenched around her bone staff.

“It is the work of the dark wizard, Velmal,” Marc told her. “He has travelled around your kingdom, bringing unrest and destruction wherever he goes. That giant wasp, Vespick, is a Beast enslaved to Velmal. She has dared to set foot in your capital – and that means Velmal himself can’t be far behind. He—”

“Look!” Queen Romaine interrupted, pointing down. Vespick had caught sight of her and was flying up towards the top of the turret, with the swarm following in her wake. The Beast soared past the window, glaring at Romaine with bulging eyes before vanishing from sight.

Romaine clutched at the windowsill as the stone tower shook and rattled. “She dares to batter the walls of my castle!” she shouted.

More wasps buzzed in through the turret window. They flew straight at Marc and Romaine. The Kayonian queen slapped her hand to her neck and let out another sharp cry as two of the wasps pierced her skin with their stings.
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The wizard stretched out his hands and murmured a spell. A bubble of shimmering blue light formed around him and the queen, keeping the rest of the wasps at bay. The wasps buzzed angrily against it, only to bounce off again.

“What can I do to help my people when I’m trapped inside here?” the queen asked.

“There is only one person who can help any of us now,” Marc replied gravely. “One saviour who can protect the whole of Kayonia from this evil wizard.”

Queen Romaine reached up and caught a stray wasp that was trapped inside the magical bubble. Her hand closed tightly, ignoring the sting.

“This ‘saviour’ had better come quickly,” she muttered.


CHAPTER ONE

THE FINAL BEAST
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“Tom, are you hurt?” Elenna asked anxiously.

Tom sat on the ground at the edge of the forest, his head in his hands. He thought the searing pain would split it apart. But worse than the pain were the visions of his dying mother that the evil wizard Velmal had shown him. Tom wanted to forget them, but Freya’s sickness remained vivid in his mind. He could still see her lying on a blood-red floor, as pale as death.

I can’t give up now, he thought. Not when I’m so close to finding the last ingredient for the potion that will save her.

Silver’s wet tongue swiped over Tom’s face. He looked up to see Elenna and the grey wolf crouched beside him, both with worry in their eyes. Somewhere behind Tom, Storm let out an anxious whinny.
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