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  Horror in 2010




  AFTER ONLY A YEAR, Angry Robot left HarperCollins UK and became an independent imprint, backed by Osprey Publishing, best known

  for its military history titles.




  In March, the American Borders book-selling chain held off possible bankruptcy after securing two loans, totalling $790 million. This allowed the company to see if its recent restructuring,

  which included closing Waldenbooks stores, could halt a continuing decline in sales.




  With so many pundits proclaiming the demise of the traditional bookstore in favour of the Internet and e-books, London’s Foyles bookshop defied the trend and enjoyed its most successful

  year for more than a decade, with a 9.7 per cent increase in sales on the previous year. It was, however, the first time that the store had made a pre-tax profit since 1999.




  Industry figures revealed that the UK book industry suffered a 5.6 per cent decline in sales overall.




  For the second year in a row, national SAT results in England revealed that reading standards had fallen amongst 11-year-olds in primary schools. This was borne out by a survey of 2,000 UK

  schoolchildren which revealed that 11 per cent of them thought that Albert Einstein was Frankenstein’s brother and one in five believed that Disney’s Buzz Lightyear was the first person

  to step on the Moon, not Neil Armstrong. Even more dispiriting, one in six thought Darth Vader’s Death Star was the furthest place from Earth, one in six believed that the Daleks occupied

  Britain, and 12 per cent of kids thought that the Battle of Britain took place in outer space.




  In the annual rundown of the most popular names for newborn babies in 2009, issued by America’s Social Security Administration at the beginning of May,

  “Cullen” was placed at #485 – a leap of almost 300 slots from the previous year, and the biggest increase for any boy’s name. This was put down to the fact that it is the

  surname of moody vampire “Edward” in Stephenie Meyer’s “Twilight Saga”. Perhaps more worrying, “Jacob” (the name of Meyer’s buff werewolf) was the

  most popular boy’s name for the eleventh year running, while “Isabella” – the progenitor of Meyer’s heroine “Bella” (which itself rated #58) – topped

  the list of girls’ names.




  Meanwhile, the Pacific Inn Motel in Forks, Washington – home to Meyer’s fictional Cullen family of vampires – opened six Twilight-themed rooms decorated in black and red

  Gothic trappings.




  Stephenie Meyer’s The Short Second Life of Bree Tanner: An Eclipse Novella was about the “newborn” teenage vampire whom Bella met in Eclipse. It was originally

  written by the author as an exercise. Published with a first print run of 1.5 million copies, with a dollar from each sale donated to the American Red Cross International Response Fund, the slim

  hardcover was also available online as a free download in June, as a special thank-you to “Twi-hard” fans.




  British horror writer James Herbert received an OBE in the 2010 Queen’s Birthday Honours list. So, too, did scriptwriter/producer Brian Clemens, whose credits include TV’s The

  Avengers and Thriller.




  In October, J.K. Rowling was named the most influential woman in Britain. Victoria Beckham was the runner-up, followed by the Queen in third place. Earlier in the year, Rowling donated

  £10 million to set up a multiple sclerosis research clinic in Edinburgh.




  English professor Justin Cronin’s much-hyped The Passage, a large novel about an enigmatic young girl turned into an immortal vampire (called “virals”) through a covert

  military experiment, was the subject of a bidding war amongst publishers, with Ballantine finally securing the rights. Ridley Scott’s Scott Free Productions snapped up the movie rights and,

  inevitably, the author was planning two sequels.




  A group of four college friends, whose lives had been ruined one night in 1966 during a secret occult ritual, revisited the past in an attempt finally to face their very

  different visions in Peter Straub’s A Dark Matter. An earlier and longer version of the novel, entitled The Skylark, was published by Subterranean Press in a 500-copy signed

  edition and as a traycased and lettered edition of twenty-six copies ($250.00).




  Frankenstein: Lost Souls was the fourth in the series by Dean Koontz, in which mad scientist Victor created a race of evil replicants who recycled their human counterparts into biological

  components. From the same author, What the Night Knows was a supernatural serial-killer novel.




  In Joe Hill’s eagerly anticipated second novel, Horns, a man let his inner devil loose when he found that he had grown horns and acquired the power to know the worst secrets and

  darkest desires of everyone he met. A 500-copy signed and slipcased edition was also available from PS Publishing, along with a 200-copy traycased edition signed by Hill and artist Vincent Chong

  (£200.00).




  When a preserved giant squid mysteriously disappeared from London’s Natural History Museum, a clueless tour guide found himself caught up in the city’s criminal and magical

  underworld in China Miéville’s sometimes Lovecraftian novel Kraken. Subterranean Press did a 500-copy signed and limited edition, along with twenty-six lettered and traycased

  copies ($250.00).




  The body of an old Native American shaman held the ghost of General Custer after the Battle of Little Big Horn in Dan Simmons’ sprawling historical fantasy Black Hills. Subterranean

  produced a signed, limited edition of 500 copies, plus a twenty-six copy lettered and traycased edition ($500.00).




  Simmons’ classic Nazi vampire novel Carrion Comfort was also reissued for the twentieth anniversary of its publication, in a revised edition with a new Introduction by the

  author.




  An alcoholic father returned to the mysterious island where his six-year-old daughter disappeared two years previously in John Ajvide Lindqvist’s spooky third novel, Harbour.




  New father and serial killer Dexter Morgan found himself dealing with a group of cannibal killers in the Everglades in Dexter is Delicious, the fifth volume in Jeff Lindsay’s

  increasingly silly series.




  The Heavenstone Secrets and Secret Whispers were the first two volumes in a new Gothic series credited to “V.C. Andrews®”, while Daughter of

  Darkness was a vampire novel from the same long-dead, yet still prolific, author.




  Frankenstein’s Monster by Susan Heyboer O’Keefe was a sequel to Mary Shelley’s classic novel that followed the creature down through the years following the death of its

  creator. Meanwhile, Michelle Lovric’s equally literary The Book of Human Skin was a sweeping historical horror novel in which sibling rivalry took a decidedly evil turn during the late

  18th century.




  In A Matter of Blood, the first in Sarah Pinborough’s crossover “The Dog-Faced Gods” crime/horror trilogy, Detective Inspector Cass Jones discovered

  that the three murder cases he was working on were somehow connected, including that of a serial killer who could turn himself into a swarm of flies.




  Having moved to Pan Books, British author Adam Nevill’s first title from his new publisher was Apartment 16, about a haunted building in Knightsbridge.




  The Chamber of Ten by Christopher Golden and Tim Lebbon was the third book in the “Hidden Cities” series, this time set beneath the city of Venice, while the end of the world

  was only the beginning in Coldbrook, a solo novel by Lebbon.




  Fatal Error was the latest novel about Repairman Jack by F. Paul Wilson, and a female arson investigator tried to avert the apocalypse in Fire Spirit by Graham Masterton.




  Ghost of a Chance was the first book in the new “Ghostfinders” series by Simon R. Green, about agents from the Carnacki Institute.




  Gary McMahon’s Pretty Little Dead Things featured psychic investigator Thomas Usher, who looked into the violent death of the daughter of a local gangster. The novel came with

  glowing quotes from Ramsey Campbell, Stephen Volk, Christopher Fowler and Tim Lebbon.




  In Yvonne Navarro’s Highborn, a fallen angel seeking redemption teamed up with a Chicago detective tracking a serial killer in the first in a new series.




  Those who desecrated an Etruscan tomb were apparently torn apart by a large beast in The Ancient Curse by Valerio Massimo Manfredi, while a recently widowed celebrity found himself at the

  mercy of his malicious mansion in The Haunting of James Hastings by Christopher Ramsom.




  A future Hollywood director filmed his extras really being killed onscreen while battling mechanical monsters in The Extra by Michael Shea.




  Former accountant Owen Pitt was stalked by the “Shadow Man” in Monster Hunter: Vendetta by Larry Correia, and the inhabitants of a small Californian town were infested by a

  wormlike parasite in Jeff Jacobson’s Wormfood.




  Skinners: Teeth of Beasts and Skinners: Vampire Uprising were the third and fourth books, respectively, in the monster-hunting series by Marcus Pelegrimas.




  Shift by Tim Kring and Dale Peck was the first book in the “Gate of Orpheus” trilogy, about an LSD mind-control experiment in the 1960s, while supernatural creatures attached

  themselves to people in Drift by the pseudonymous “Sharon Carter Rogers”.




  Ghost Shadow, Ghost Night and Ghost Moon made up Heather Graham’s “Bone Island” trilogy set in the Florida Keys.




  A newly renovated spa hotel harboured ghosts in So Cold the River by Michael Koryta, and in Trish J. MacGregor’s Esperanza, a female FBI agent ended up in the eponymous

  Ecuadorian city haunted by hungry ghosts.




  When a woman opened a new guesthouse, she discovered that the property came with a pair of resident ghosts who wanted her to solve their murder, in Night of the Living Deed by E.J.

  Copperman (Jeffrey Cohen), the first book in the “Haunted Guesthouse” series.




  The Fuller Memorandum was the third Lovecraftian spy novel in Charles Stross’ “Laundry Files” series featuring computational demonologist Bob Howard.




  Dog Blood was the sequel to David Moody’s Hater, about a plague that sparked sudden rage and killing. Moody’s horror novel Autumn, originally published free

  online, also finally received a mass-market edition.




  After all of humanity blacked out, one girl partially remembered what happened in Dalia Roddy’s A Catch in Time.




  Cat’s Claw was the second novel about Death’s daughter, Calliope Reaper-Jones, by Buffy actress Amber Benson.




  In The Devil, Ken Bruen’s sixth novel about an Irish alcoholic “finder”, Jack Taylor found himself up against the Prince of Lies himself, while The Devil’s

  Playground was the fourth book in the series by Jenna Black featuring exorcist Morgan Kingsley.




  Stephen Leather’s Nightfall was the first in a series featuring former cop Jack Nightingale, and a drug-addicted investigator for the only surviving Church in a world filled with

  ghosts was the main protagonist of Stacia Kane’s Unholy Ghosts.




  Police detective Kara Gillian could also summon demons in Diana Rowland’s mystery Blood of the Demon, and a sceptical homicide detective teamed up with a psychic to solve a

  ritualistic murder in Book of Shadows by Alexandra Sokoloff.




  Johannes Cabal the Detective was the second volume in the series by Jonathan L. Howard, in which the titular necromancer found himself fleeing execution by escaping on a state-of-the-art

  flying ship beset with mysterious murders.




  Sir Richard Burton investigated a series of sexual attacks in an alternate 1861 London in Mark Hodder’s steampunk horror novel The Strange Affair of Spring-Heeled Jack, the first

  book in the “Burton & Swinburne” series.




  Over at the struggling Leisure imprint, a group of travellers found themselves trapped in a snow-bound deserted town in Snow by Ronald Malfi, while a boy befriended a monster in the woods

  in Dweller by Jeff Strand.




  The government agents of Department 18 had to deal with vampire-like “Breathers” in Night Souls, the latest in the series by L.H. Maynard and M.P.N. Sims.




  Magus Levi Stoltzfus tried to protect a small town from five demonic creatures in Brian Keene’s A Gathering of Crows, a grieving father was entranced by a legendary sea creature in

  John Everson’s Siren, and a group of rich teens on spring break were stalked by serial killers in Bryan Smith’s The Killing Kind.




  The teenagers in Nate Kenyon’s Sparrow Rock were stalked by mutant monsters in a post-apocalyptic future. The novel was also available as a 100-copy signed edition and twenty-six

  lettered copies from Bad Moon Books.




  Reprints from Leisure included John Skipp and Craig Spector’s The Bridge, Gord Rollo’s Strange Magic, Ray Garton’s Scissors, Ramsey Campbell’s

  Creatures of the Pool, Brian Keene’s Darkness on the Edge of Town (in an expanded edition) and Jack Ketchum’s Joyride (with an added novella). The late Richard

  Laymon’s Friday Night in Beast House was an omnibus edition of two reprint novellas.




  Edited by Chris Keeslar, My Zombie Valentine contained four paranormal romance stories (one reprint) about the walking dead by Katie MacAlister, Angie Fox, Marianne Mancusi and Lisa

  Cach.




  In August, Dorchester Publishing, whose imprints include Leisure, Love Spell and Cosmos, announced that it was dropping its mass-market paperback lines for a revised business model that would

  move titles to e-books and print-on-demand formats immediately. Declining mass-market paperback sales were blamed.




  Just two weeks later, Dorchester CEO John Prebich confirmed that the company had let go of two of its top editors: editorial director Leah Hultenschmidt and senior editor Don D’Auria (who

  was responsible for Leisure and other genre lines), along with all the sales reps. Prebich claimed that the departures were part of the company’s new operating plan, and that Dorchester would

  still be publishing scheduled product through 2011. However, the changes came amid mounting complaints from Dorchester authors of late royalty payments and defaulted contracts, with several writers

  reclaiming the rights to their works.




  Prebich himself left the company in November, as agents and authors revealed that Dorchester was continuing to sell e-book editions even after the rights had been reverted. Robert Anthony

  stepped into the top role and immediately reversed the earlier decision to stop publishing print editions.




  Dead in the Family was the tenth book in Charlaine Harris’ phenomenally successful Southern vampire series featuring Sookie Stackhouse. The complicated plot

  involved the aftermath of the brief but deadly Faery War and a number of more personal problems that the telepathic waitress had to deal with.




  Flirt, the eighteenth volume in Laurell K. Hamilton’s “Anita Blake, Vampire Hunter” series, featured an Afterword by the author, in which she discussed where she got her

  ideas, and a graphic story illustrated by Jennie Breeden. It was followed by Bullet, in which the Mother of All Darkness attempted to possess Anita’s body.




  The Fall was the second volume in the “Strain” trilogy about a vampire plague, written by film director Guillermo del Toro and Chuck Hogan.




  Syrie James’ Dracula, My Love: The Secret Journals of Mina Harker retold Bram Stoker’s novel from the viewpoint of Mina Harker, while a soap opera writer named “Meena

  Harker” fell for a talk, dark and fanged stranger in Insatiable, Meg Cabot’s paranormal riff on Dracula.




  Credited solely to actress Adrienne Barbeau, Love Bites was a sequel to Vampires Over Hollywood (co-written with Michael Scott).




  Humans and vampires teamed up in an unlikely alliance to fight back against alien invaders in Out of the Dark by David Weber, and a vampire saved a waitress from a serial killer in

  Murder in Vein by Sue Ann Jaffarian.




  An ordinary-seeming suburban family denied their unusual appetites in Matt Haig’s English vampire novel The Radleys, which strangely attempted to hide its genre roots.




  Set during Napoleonic times, a 150-year-old vampire tried to cure his affliction in Blood Prophecy by Stefan Petrucha, and a young 19th-century widow discovered she was a vampire hunter

  in Jacqueline Lepore’s Gothic novel Descent Into Dust.




  Alaya Johnson’s Moonshine was about a vampire in 1920s New York, while an opera singer carried the composer’s musical talent down through the centuries in Mozart’s

  Blood by Louise Marley.




  Nathaniel Cade was an undead secret agent who had protected successive American presidents down through the decades in Blood Oath, the first in the “President’s Vampire”

  series by Christopher Farnsworth.




  A vampire agent and a human police detective teamed up to find a killer bloodsucker in Uprising, the first volume in Scott G. Mariani’s “Vampire Federation” series.




  Prisoners were transformed into the undead by a covert government experiment in The Passage, the first volume in a new vampire trilogy by Justin Cronin, and Vampire Empire: The

  Gateway was the first volume in Clay Griffith and Susan Griffith’s steampunk trilogy.




  Blood & Sex: Michael and Blood & Sex: Jonas were the first two volumes in Angela Cameron’s erotic vampire series, originally published as e-books.




  Thirteen Years Later was the second volume in Jasper Kent’s historical vampire series that began with Twelve, while The Girls with Games of Blood was Alex

  Bledsoe’s follow-up to Blood Groove and involved a century-old feud between a nest of vampires and two beautiful undead sisters in 1975 Memphis.




  Terence Taylor’s Blood Pressure was the second book in the “Vampire Testament” series, and Blood Maidens was the third volume in Barbara Hambly’s

  “James Asher” series.




  Bite Me was the third in the humorous vampire series by Christopher Moore that began with Bloodsucking Fiends and You Suck. This time San Francisco vampires Jody and Tommy

  found themselves pitted against an enormous vampire cat named “Chet”.




  Memories of Envy by Barb Hendee was the third in the “Vampire Memories” series, about a deadly bloodsucker who was turned into one of the undead during the Roaring

  Twenties.




  Demon Dance, the third volume in Sam Stone’s “Vampire Gene” series, was about a time-travelling female vampire, and The Season of Risks was the third in the

  “Ethical Vampire” series by Susan Hubbard.




  Latino vampire PI Felix Gomez became involved in a turf war amongst rival werewolf gangs in Werewolf Smackdown, the fifth volume in the mystery series by Mario Acevedo, and Chosen

  was the sixth volume in Jeanne C. Stein’s series about vampire Anna Strong.




  Vampire Mistress was an erotic paranormal romance by Joey W. Hill, while The Vampire Maker was the fourth book in Michael Schiefelbein’s gay vampire series about Victor

  Decimus, who moved to New Orleans.




  Blood Sacraments was an anthology of twenty gay erotica vampire stories edited by Todd Gregory, published by the aptly named Bold Strokes Books.




  A descendant of the Homo Lupens who once ruled the world was forced to protect the woman he loved from those of his own blood in A Taint in the Blood, the first volume

  in S.M. Sterling’s “Shadowspawn” series.




  A TV bounty hunter set his sights on shape-shifter Mercy Thompson’s werewolf boyfriend Adam in Patricia Briggs’ Silver Borne, while Wolfsbane was the author’s

  second book about female shape-shifting mercenary, Aralorn.




  Wolfsangel was the first in a new series by M.D. Lachlan involving werewolves and Norse mythology, and a New York homicide detective hunted a rogue werewolf serial killer in The Frenzy

  Way by Gregory Lambertson.




  In Gail Carriger’s Changeless, the second Victorian steampunk adventure in the “Parasol Protectorate” series featuring the soulless Alexia Tarabotti, something had

  caused all the vampires, werewolves and ghosts in London suddenly to lose their supernatural powers, and it was up to Alexia and her alpha werewolf husband Conall to investigate.




  S.A. Swann’s Wolf’s Cross was the second volume in the historical werewolf series that began with Wolfbreed, Overwinter was the follow-up to David

  Wellington’s Frostbite, and Wolf’s Bluff was the third book in W.D. Gagliani’s series about werewolf homicide detective Nick Lupo.




  Never Cry Werewolf and Left for Undead were the fifth and sixth volumes, respectively, in the “Crimson Moon” series by L.A. Banks, about a lycanthropic Special Ops

  team, while the leader of a werewolf special forces team went crazy in Kitty Goes to War, the eighth in the series by Carrie Vaughn.




  The Reapers Are the Angels by Alden Bell (Joshua Gaylord) was a literary novel set in a post-holocaust world decimated by a zombie plague.




  Rise Again: A Zombie Thriller was a post-apocalyptic novel by Ben Tripp, a nasty epidemic in Northern Island resulted in victims returning as the walking dead in Wayne Simmons’

  Flu, and Zombie Britannica by Thomas Emson was set in a London overrun by the reanimated dead.




  A mysterious girl had the power to repel the zombie hordes in Bob Fingerman’s Pariah, while the ordinary folk of a small Minnesota town found themselves battling the waking dead in

  the parody The Zombies of Lake Woebegotten by “Harrison Geillor”.




  “Created by” Stephen Jones, Zombie Apocalypse! was an ambitious “mosaic novel” set in the near future, when a possibly supernatural plague swept across the world.

  Told through a series of interconnected eyewitness narratives, including text messages, e-mails, blogs, letters, diaries and transcripts, contributors included Michael Marshall Smith, Christopher

  Fowler, Sarah Pinborough, Jo Fletcher, Kim Newman, Lisa Morton, Tanith Lee, Tim Lebbon, Peter Crowther, Robert Hood, Mark Samuels, Peter Atkins, Scott Edelman, Mandy Slater and others.




  In Desperate Souls by Gregory Lamberson, a New York detective uncovered a mystery involving zombies, and Nancy Holzner’s Deadtown introduced demon-slayer Victory Vaughn and

  her zombie apprentice.




  A zombie cheerleader investigated the theft of students’ brains in My So-Called Death by Stacey Jay, and a pair of sibling bloggers were the main protagonists of Feed, the

  first book in the futuristic “Newsflesh” zombie trilogy by “Mira Grant” (Seanan McGuire).




  Dead Love by Linda Watanabe McFerrin was a zombie novel set in Japan. One chapter appeared both in a text version and as a sixteen-page manga comic illustrated by Botan Yamada.




  An ex-forces hotel manager had to deal with an outbreak of a zombie virus during a Star Trek convention in Night of the Living Trekkies by Kevin David Anderson and Sam Stall.




  David Moody’s zombie novel Autumn was originally published free online and was the first in a series.




  Walter Greatshell’s Xombies: Apocalypticon was the second novel in the series that began with Xombies in 2004, and Day by Day Armageddon: Beyond Exile was the second

  volume in the seven-book zombie series by J.L. Bourne.




  While working as a bodyguard to Lucifer, paranormal enforcer James Stark had also to deal with a zombie outbreak in Los Angeles in Richard Kadrey’s Kill the Dead, the author’s

  follow-up to Sandman Slim, and a mad scientist hired a pair of zombie exterminators in Flip This Zombie, the second book in the humorous series by Jesse Petersen.




  Battle of the Network Zombies was the third volume in Mark Henry’s comedic “Amanda Feral” series, set around the murder of a reality TV show host, while Silver

  Zombie was the fourth book in the series by Carole Nelson Douglas featuring paranormal investigator Delilah Street.




  Abaddon Books’ “Tomes of the Dead” series continued with Tide of Souls by Simon Bestwick, Stronghold by Paul Finch, Empire of Salt by Weston Ochse and

  Way of the Barefoot Zombie by Jasper Bark. The Best of Tomes of the Dead Volume 1 reprinted three novels by Matthew Smith, Al Ewing and Rebecca Levene with new Introductions to their

  work by the authors.




  Brains was a first novel by Robin Becker, set in a post-apocalyptic future where a reanimated professor attempted to bring zombies and humans peacefully together.




  Nine years after she died in a car crash, a girl came back as a zombie in Joan Francis Turner’s first book, Dust, and an entire Texas high-school football team was brought back from

  the dead in Ryan Brown’s humorous debut Play Dead.




  State of Decay, the debut novel by James Knapp, was the first in a new zombie series set in the near future, where reanimated “revivors” were used for cheap labour. It was

  followed by The Silent Army.




  Written by former funeral director “Carnell” (he apparently doesn’t need a first name), No Flesh Shall Be Spared was another debut novel set in the near future, where

  zombies were used as pit fighters.




  When a couple moved to a remote old farmhouse in northwest England, they discovered an ancient evil waiting for them in Tom Fletcher’s first novel, The Leaping.




  A woman inherited a haunted house on a remote island in The Tale of Halcyon Crane, the debut novel from short-story writer Wendy Webb, while Robert Jackson Bennett’s first novel,

  Mr Shivers, was a revenge thriller set during America’s Great Depression.




  F.J. Lennon’s debut, Soul Trapper, featured a musician-turned-ghost-hunter and was based on the author’s iPhone app game.




  Claire de Lune was a young adult debut novel about a sixteen-year-old female werewolf by Christine Johnson, while Andrea Cremer’s first novel, Nighshade, was set in a world

  where humans were subservient to werewolves.




  Entangled was the first novel by best-selling non-fiction author and lecturer Graham Hancock. A troubled teenager’s near-death experience hurled her soul 24,000 years into a

  parallel past, where she teamed up with a Stone Age woman to prevent a demon horde destroying humanity.




  In Rachel Hawkins’ YA debut Hex Hall, a teenage witch was sent to a special reform school for supernaturals, where somebody was killing the students, and a high-school student

  discovered that vampires were real in A.M. Robinson’s first book, Vampire Crush.




  An Edgar Allan Poe fan pulled a cheerleader into his Gothic dream world in Kelly Creagh’s debut novel Nevermore.




  Karen Kincy’s debut YA novel, Other, was set in a small Washington town where supernatural creatures were turning up dead. A girl discovered on her sixteenth birthday that her

  parents had been murdered in Dead Beautiful, a first novel by Yvonne Woon, and a boy had the ability to enter the land of the dead in Anna Kendall’s debut Crossing Over.




  Throughout the year the publishing industry continued to flog the “literary mash-up” concept to death with such titles as Pride and Prejudice and Zombies: Dawn

  of the Dreadfuls by Steve Hockensmith, which was a prequel to the best-seller by Jane Austen and Seth Graham-Smith, describing how Elizabeth Bennet became a zombie-slayer.




  A young Abe set out to revenge his mother’s death armed with his trusty axe in Abraham Lincoln: Vampire Hunter, television writer Grahame-Smith’s follow-up to the best-selling

  Pride and Prejudice and Zombies and supposedly based on the future President’s secret journals.




  Emma and the Vampires by Jane Austen and Wayne Josephson poked fun at another of Austen’s books, while Jane was still alive as a vampire in Michael Thomas Ford’s Jane Bites

  Back. Jane Austen joined the vampire resistance in an England invaded by France in Jane and the Damned by Janet Mullany.




  Jane Slayre by Charlotte Brontë and Sherri Browning Erwin re-imagined Brontë’s heroine Jane Eyre as a vampire-slayer. Meanwhile, Little Vampire Women was a teen

  mash-up of Louisa May Alcott’s novel and the undead by Lynn Messina, and Little Women and Werewolves was meant to be an unexpurgated version of Alcott’s classic, co-credited to

  Porter Grand.




  Mark Twain’s adventurous youngster confronted a zombie plague in Don Borchert’s The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and the Undead. Predictably, neither the author nor his publisher

  (Tor) were aware – or probably cared – that “undead” refers to vampires, not zombies.




  The monarchy protected the British Empire from zombies and other supernatural creatures in Queen Victoria Demon Hunter by A.E. Moorat (Andrew Holmes), and Henry VIII: Wolfman was

  another title from the same author.




  The Secret History of Elizabeth Tudor: Vampire Slayer by Lucy Weston spoke for itself, while William Shakespeare was a vampire necromancer in Loris Handeland’s humorous

  Shakespeare Undead.




  Paul is Undead: The British Zombie Invasion by Alan Goldsher was a humorous retelling of the birth of the Beatles, with three members of the pop group as the living dead.




  The War of the Worlds, Plus Blood, Guts, and Zombies by H.G. Wells and Eric S. Brown was enough to make anyone’s heart sink.




  Edited by Joyce Carol Oates for the prestigious Library of America imprint, Shirley Jackson: Novels and Stories reprinted the novels The Haunting of Hill House

  and We Have Always Lived in the Castle, along with the complete contents of the collection The Lottery, plus a further twenty-one stories and vignettes, the text of a talk given by

  Jackson, and a chronology of the author’s work.




  Dover reprinted Charles Brockden Brown’s 1798 novel Wieland: or, The Transformation; An American Tale with a new Introduction by John Matteson, while The String of Pearls

  (aka Sweeney Todd), Thomas Preskett Prest’s 1850 expansion of his serial, was reissued by Pocket Penguin Classics in trade paperback.




  Edited with an Introduction and notes by Michael Newton, The Penguin Book of Ghost Stories: From Elizabeth Gaskell to Ambrose Bierce contained nineteen classic reprints and quickly went

  into a second printing.




  Dracula’s Guest: A Connoisseur’s Collection of Victorian Vampire Stories collected twenty-two classic tales from Bram Stoker, John Polidori and Mary E. Wilkins-Freeman,

  amongst others, edited by Michael Sims.




  From Barnes & Noble’s bargain books imprint Fall River, Dracula’s Guest & Other Tales of Terror brought together Bram Stoker’s 1914 title collection and the

  author’s 1881 volume Under the Sunset. The Horror of the Heights & Other Strange Tales collected fourteen stories by Arthur Conan Doyle, The Legend of Sleepy Hollow &

  Other Macabre Tales featured nineteen stories by Washington Irving, and The Picture of Dorian Gray & Other Fantastic Tales was reprinted from The Complete Works of Oscar

  Wilde, and contained three extra stories and six prose poems. All four books included Introductions by Michael Kelahan.




  For the same imprint, Kelahan edited the reprint anthologies The Screaming Skull and Other Classic Horror Stories featuring thirty tales by H.P. Lovecraft, A. Merritt, Robert W. Chambers,

  E. Nesbit and others, and The End of the World, which included twenty stories and one poem from such authors as Lovecraft, H.G. Wells and Nathaniel Hawthorne.




  Horrors: Great Stories of Fear and Their Creators by Rocky Wood included versions of Frankenstein, Dracula and Beowulf illustrated by Glenn Chadbourne.




  El Borak and Other Desert Adventures was a collection of thirteen adventure stories by Robert E. Howard, with an Introduction by Steve Tompkins and an Afterword by David A. Hardy,

  illustrated by Tim Bradstreet and Jim and Ruth Keegan.




  Pan Books reissued the initial volume of The Pan Book of Horror Stories selected by Herbert van Thal as a trade paperback. First published in 1959 and boasting the original cover design,

  the classic anthology contained twenty-two stories by Joan Aiken, Jack Finney, L.P. Hartley, Hazel Heald, Nigel Kneale, Seabury Quinn, Muriel Spark, Bram Stoker and others, along with a new

  Foreword by Pan Book of Horror expert Johnny Mains.




  Who Fears the Devil? The Complete Tales of Silver John from Paizo/Planet Storis contained thirty stories by Manly Wade Wellman about John the Balladeer (including two previously

  uncollected in the series), along with Introductions by Mike Resnick and the late Karl Edward Wagner.




  Ira Levin’s 1967 novel Rosemary’s Baby was reissued by Pegasus Books with a new Introduction by Otto Penzler, along with the disappointing 1997 sequel, Son of

  Rosemary.




  Adding to the John Newbery Medal he received in 2009 from the American Library Association for The Graveyard Book, in June Neil Gaiman also won the UK’s most

  prestigious children’s fiction prize, the Cilip Carnegie Medal, for the same title. It was the first book to have ever won both prizes.




  In August, Ricky Gervais was sued in the British High Court by obscure author John Savage, who claimed that the comedian’s illustrated children’s book Flanimals was based on

  his own 1998 publication, Captain Pottie’s Wildlife Encyclopedia.




  My Name is Mina was a prequel to David Almond’s acclaimed children’s book Skellig and was written in diary format.




  The Saga of Larten Crepsley: Birth of a Killer was the first book in a prequel series to “The Demonata” series by Darren Shan (Darren O’Shaughnessy), which itself

  apparently concluded with the tenth volume, Hell’s Heroes.




  Two boys investigated a locked park and uncovered a mystery involving the legendary Greek gorgon Medusa in Christopher Fowler’s first young adult novel, The Curse of Snakes:

  Hellion.




  A pair of siblings had to rescue their Egyptologist father from Ancient Egyptian gods and demons in Rick Riordan’s The Red Pyramid, the first book in the “Kane

  Chronicles”.




  A young girl could see a mark on people who were destined to die within twenty-four hours in Jen Nadol’s The Mark, while a girl discovered that she could heal the dying in

  Banished by Sophie Littlefield.




  A young girl could see into people’s minds just by touching them in Angel by L.A. Weatherly, and a pair of special glasses allowed a boy to see into another world in Andrew

  Smith’s The Marbury Lens.




  Jill Jekel teamed up with Tristen Hyde to create an old family formula in Beth Fantaskey’s YA romance Jekel Loves Hyde, while a boy’s disturbing drawings helped solve a murder

  from the past in Draw the Dark by Ilsa J. Bick.




  A girl was stalked by strange creatures accidentally raised by her parents in Mara Purnhagen’s Past Midnight, the first in a new series, and Witchfinder: Dawn of the

  Demontide was the first book in a new trilogy by William Hussey.




  Jack: Secret Circles was the second volume in F. Paul Wilson’s trilogy about a teenage Repairman Jack.




  Rick Yancey’s The Curse of the Wendigo was the second volume in the “Monstrumologist” series featuring apprentice monster hunter Will Henry.




  Kate Brain’s The Book of Spells involved a coven of schoolgirls and was a prequel to the author’s “Private” series, while The Haunted was Jessica

  Verday’s sequel to The Hollow, once again set in Sleepy Hollow.




  Darke Academy: Blood Ties was the second book in the series by Gabriella Poole, and Mr Monster was a sequel to Dan Wells’ I Am Not a Serial Killer.




  A group of children found themselves trapped in an evil comic-book world in Havoc, Chris Wooding’s follow-up to Malice. Dan Chernett supplied the illustrations.




  Factotum was the third and final volume in D.M. Cornish’s “Monster Book Tattoo” or “The Foundling’s Tale” series, depending on whether you live in

  Australia or the US.




  Lisa Fade’s Gone was the third book in the series that began with Wake and Fade, Fearscape by Simon Holt was the third book in the “Devouring”

  series, and My Soul to Keep was the third book in Rachel Vincent’s “Soul Screamers” series about a teenage banshee.




  Skulduggery Pleasant: Mortal Coil was the fifth volume in the mystery series by Derek Landy.




  A teenager found himself haunted following a car crash in Amelia Atwater-Rhodes’ Token of Darkness, and in a world where teenagers could see ghosts, a girl’s dead boyfriend

  decided to stay around in Shade by Jeni Smith-Ready.




  A girl and her dead boyfriend’s brother were haunted by ghosts in the YA novel Chasing Brooklyn, written by Lisa Schroeder in blank verse.




  A teen could see dead people in Sarah Smith’s The Other Side of Dark, while Among the Ghosts by actress Amber Benson was about a teenager who could also see spirits. Sina

  Grace supplied the illustrations.




  After her parents went missing, a girl ended up at a New England prep school where she could communicate with ghosts in Deception, the first volume in Lee Nichols’ “Haunting

  Emma” series.




  A girl received a text from her apparently dead schoolfriends in Three Quarters Dead by Richard Peck, and the ghost of a dead homecoming queen needed the help of a loser at her high

  school in The Ghost and the Goth by Stacey Kade.




  A young maidservant had to contend with ghosts and a scheming housekeeper in The Poisoned House by Michael Ford, while Clare B. Dunkie’s The House of Dead Maids was a ghostly

  novella prequel to Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë.




  In 7 Souls by Barnabas Miller and Jordan Orlando, a murdered teen had to re-experience her death through the eyes of the people who most hated her.




  The Evil Within was the second volume in Nancy Holder’s “Possession” series, set in a haunted boarding school.




  The mayor’s mansion was haunted by an evil spirit in Marley Gibson’s Ghost Huntress Book 3: The Reason, the third in the trilogy about a girl with psychic powers.




  The Back Door of Midnight was the fifth book in the “Dark Secrets” series by Elizabeth Chandler (Mary Claire Helldorfer).




  The Spook’s Nightmare (aka The Last Apprentice: Rise of the Huntress) was the seventh volume in Joseph Delaney’s “Wardstone Chronicles” series about an

  apprentice ghost hunter, illustrated by Patrick Arrasmith. A companion work to the series, The Spook’s Bestiary, also by Delaney, was illustrated by Julek Heller.




  A fourteen-year-old discovered that he was destined to become a vampire hunter in Alex Van Helsing: Vampire Rising by Jason Henderson, while Daphne Van Helsing fell for a rival vampire

  slayer in Amanda Marrone’s Slayed.




  Jealousy was the latest volume in Lili St. Crow’s “Strange Angels” series, in which tough teen Dru Anderson was hunted by a 400-year-old nosferat and his bloodthirsty

  army of suckers.




  A terminally ill girl discovered that she could be cured by a vampire’s blood in Crave by J. Laura Burns and Melinda Metz.




  An overweight fifteen-year-old was accidently turned into one of the undead in Adam Rex’s humorous Fat Vampire: A Never Coming of Age Story, while a not very interesting

  100-year-old vampire who looked like a teenager wanted to impress the new girl at school in Tim Collins’ Diary of a Wimpy Vampire (aka Notes from a Totally Lame Vampire),

  illustrated by Andrew Pinder.




  Crusade by Nancy Holder and Debbie Vigulé was the first in a new vampire spin-off series from the best-selling Wicked books, and Mia James’ By Midnight was the

  first book in the “Ravenwood” series.




  Following on from Nightfall, Shadow Souls was the second volume in L.J. Smith’s spin-off series Vampire Diaries: The Return, while Douglas Rees’ Vampire High:

  Sophomore Year was a belated sequel to the author’s 2003 novel.




  Still Sucks to Be Me was the humorous sequel to Kimberly Pauley’s Sucks to Be Me, about new vampire Mina, and Melissa Francis’ Love Sucks! was a sequel to

  Bite Me!, about another teenage vampire.




  V is for . . . Vampire was the third in the humorous “Vampire Island” series by Adele Griffin, about three vampire children living in New York who were fruit/vampire bat

  hybrids.




  Two teenagers were recruited by the FBI to battle evil in ReVamped by Lucienne Diver (aka Kit Daniels), the follow-up to Vamped. End of Days was the second title in Max

  Turner’s “Night Runner” series, and Hourglass was the third in the vampire school series by “Claudia Gray” (Amy Vincent).




  Somewhat confusingly, Thirst No. 3: The Eternal Dawn by Christopher Pike followed two omnibus volumes containing six novels in the “Last Vampire” series.




  Bad Blood was the fourth book in Mari Mancusi’s “Blood Coven” series, in which a pair of twins secretly attended a vampire convention in Las Vegas.




  Eleventh Grade Burns and Twelfth Grade Kills were the fourth and fifth entries, respectively, in Heather Brewer’s series The Chronicles of Vladimir Tod, about a

  half-vampire boy.




  Vampirates: Empire of Night was the fifth book in the series by Justin Somper, and Misguided Angel was the fifth in the vampire “Blue Bloods” series from Melissa de la

  Cruz.




  Spirit Bound was the fifth of Richelle Mead’s “Vampire Academy” books, and the author concluded the series with the sixth volume, Last Sacrifice.




  From P.C. Cast and Kristin Cast, Burned and Awakened were the seventh and eighth volumes, respectively, in the “House of Night” series.




  Kiss of Death and Ghost Town were the eighth and ninth volumes in the best-selling “The Morganville Vampires” series by “Rachel Caine” (Roxanne Longstreet

  Conrad).




  Sisters Scarlett Red and Rosie March hunted werewolves in Atlanta in Jackson Pearce’s Sisters Red, a young adult variation on the “Little Red Riding Hood” story.




  After meeting a new student at school, a girl finally remembered how her parents died in Low Red Moon by Ivy Devlin, while Jennifer Lynn Barnes’ Raised by Wolves was the

  first in a new series about a human teenager who witnessed her parents being murdered by werewolves before being taken in by the pack’s alpha male.




  Once in a Full Moon was the first in a new werewolf romance series by Ellen Schreiber, Linger by Maggie Stiefvater was another YA werewolf romance, and Francesca Block’s

  The Frenzy also featured a teenage werewolf.




  Blood Wolf and Demon Games were the third and fourth books, respectively, in the Changeling werewolf series by Steve Feasey.




  Michael Thomas Ford’s Z was a YA zombie novel set in the gaming world.




  The Dead-Tossed Waves was Carrie Ryan’s companion volume to The Forest of Hands and Teeth, set in a post-apocalyptic zombie world, while Charlie Higson’s The

  Dead was a follow-up to The Enemy, in which a worldwide sickness had turned the adult population into zombies.




  Jonathan Mayberry’s Rot & Ruin was also set in a world overrun by the walking dead, and a school newspaper critic fell for a zombie singer in Adam Selzer’s I Kissed a

  Zombie, and I Liked It.




  Undead Much was the second volume in Stacey Jay’s series about Megan Berry, “Zombie Settler”.




  The Poison Eaters from Big Mouth House collected twelve predominantly YA stories (two original) by Holly Black, and More Bloody Horowitz (aka Bloody Horowitz) collected

  fourteen stories by Anthony Horowitz.




  Haunted Houses was the first volume in the “Are You Scared Yet?” series and contained ten delightfully creepy haunted house stories by Robert D. San Souci, with wash

  illustrations by Kelly Murphy and Antoine Revoy.




  “Presented” by R.L. Stine, Fear: 13 Stories of Suspense and Horror contained original stories by Meg Cabot, Heather Brewer, F. Paul Wilson, Heather Graham and others.




  As its title indicated, Zombies vs. Unicorns contained twelve original stories about either zombies (edited by Justine Larbalestier) or unicorns (edited by Holly Black). Garth Nix, Margo

  Lanagan and Scott Westerfield were amongst the authors featured in this YA anthology, which grew from an online debate.




  Eternal: More Love Stories with Bite edited by P.C. Cast and Leah Wilson contained six original paranormal YA romance stories by Lili St Crow, Nancy Holder, Rachel Caine and others, with

  an Introduction by Cast.




  Stephen King’s latest collection, Full Dark, No Stars, contained four new novellas (“1922”, “Big Driver”, “Fair Extension” and

  “A Good Marriage”) dealing with retribution, with an Afterword by the author. A four-page extract from “Big Driver” was published in the November 12 edition of

  Entertainment Weekly magazine.




  Kelley Armstrong’s Tales of the Otherworld collected eight stories (one original) set in the author’s world of werewolves, vampires and witches. The reprints were originally

  published on Armstrong’s website.




  Claiming once again to “redefine” the limits of imaginative fiction, Stories was billed as a “groundbreaking” anthology of All-New Tales

  edited by Neil Gaiman and Al Sarrantonio. It featured twenty-seven stories by such Big Names as Roddy Doyle, Joyce Carol Oates, Joanne Harris, Walter Mosley, Richard Adams, Lawrence Block, Chuck

  Palahniuk and Jeffery Deaver, amongst others, along with more traditional genre contributors like Michael Marshall Smith, Joe R. Lansdale, Peter Straub, Diana Wynne Jones, Gene Wolfe (whose name

  was misspelled in the author notes), Jonathan Carroll, Tim Powers (whose story was inadvertently left out of the uncorrected proof copies), Michael Moorcock, Elizabeth Hand, Joe Hill and the two

  editors.




  One of the best anthologies of the year was Haunted Legends edited by Ellen Datlow and Nick Mamatas, which contained twenty original stories inspired by local legends and ghost stories

  from around the world. Contributors included Richard Bowes, Steven Pirie, Caitlín R. Kiernan, Jeffrey Ford, Gary A. Braunbeck, Stephen Dedman, Laird Barron, Pat Cadigan, Ramsey Campbell and

  Joe R. Lansdale. Only Mamatas provided an Introduction.




  Edited by Christopher Golden, The New Dead (aka Zombies) collected nineteen original stories about the walking dead by Joe Hill, Joe R. Lansdale, Tad Williams, John Connolly, Tim

  Lebbon, Mike Carey, David Wellington, Kelley Armstrong and others. A 250-copy signed edition was issued by Subterranean Press.




  Originally published in electronic format, Hungry for Your Love was an anthology of twenty-one zombie romance stories edited by Lori Perkins. Contributors included Michael Marshall Smith

  and Brian Keene.




  The Book of the Living Dead edited by John Richard Stephens contained twenty-seven classic tales of the reanimated dead by H.P. Lovecraft, Edgar Allan Poe, Jack London and others.




  Werewolves and Shapeshifters: Encounters with the Beast Within edited by John Skipp contained thirty-five stories (nearly half of them original) by Neil Gaiman, Joe R. Lansdale, Angela

  Carter and others.




  Edited by James Lowder, Curse of the Full Moon was an anthology of nineteen werewolf stories (one original) and a poem. Contributors included Neil Gaiman, Jonathan Carroll, Michael

  Moorcock, Ursula K. Le Guin, Harlan Ellison, Gene Wolfe and Peter S. Beagle.




  Visitants: Stories of Fallen Angels & Heavenly Hosts edited with an Introduction by Stephen Jones contained twenty-seven stories (thirteen original) by Neil Gaiman, Jay Lake, Jane

  Yolen, Arthur Machen, Sarah Pinborough, Lisa Tuttle, Graham Masterton, Robert Shearman, Michael Marshall Smith, Ramsey Campbell, Peter Crowther, Robert Silverberg, Christopher Fowler and

  others.




  Even more than the sometimes inappropriate story introductions, the main problem with editor Jonathan Oliver’s anthology The End of the Line: New Horror Stories Set on and Around the

  Underground, the Subway, the Metro and Other Places Deep Below was that many of the contributions were too similar to each other. Featuring nineteen tales (one reprint), the impressive line-up

  of contributors included John L. Probert, Nicholas Royle, Simon Bestwick, Conrad Williams, Pat Cadigan, Adam L.G. Nevill, Mark Morris, Stephen Volk, Ramsey Campbell, Michael Marshall Smith, James

  Lovegrove, Gary McMahon, Joel Lane and Christopher Fowler.




  Blood Lite II: Overbite was the second in the series of humorous horror anthologies presented by the Horror Writers Association and edited by Kevin J. Anderson. It featured thirty-one

  original tales by Heather Graham, Scott Nicholson, Don D’Ammassa, L.A. Banks, Edward Bryant, Sharyn McCrumb, Nancy Kilpatrick, Nina Kiriki Hoffman, Steve Rasnic Tem, Kelley Armstrong and

  others.




  Edited with a short Introduction by Charlaine Harris and Toni L.P. Kelner, Death’s Excellent Vacation was an original anthology of thirteen paranormal romance stories by Jeff

  Abbott, L.A. Banks, Christopher Golden, Lilith Saintcrow and others, including a new “Sookie Stackhouse” tale by co-editor Harris.




  Dark and Stormy Knights edited by P.N. Elrod contained nine stories about supernatural heroes by Jim Butcher, Carrie Vaughn and the editor.




  Edited with an Introduction by Carol Sterling, More Stories from the Twilight Zone was an all-new collection of nineteen stories (one reprint) written in the vein of the late Rod

  Serling’s classic TV series.




  Edited with an Introduction by Trisha Telep, The Mammoth Book of Paranormal Romance 2 included seventeen original stories.




  Darrell Schweitzer and Martin H. Greenberg teamed up to edit Cthulhu’s Reign, an anthology of fifteen Lovecraftian stories set after the return of the Old Ones, and Full Moon

  City, which featured fifteen stories about werewolves.




  Greenberg also collaborated with various co-editors to turn out such anthologies as Vampires in Love (with Rosalind M. Greenberg), Fangs for the Mammaries (with Esther Friesner),

  Louisiana Vampires (with Lawrence Schimel) and A Girl’s Guide to Guns and Monsters (with Kerrie Hughes).




  The second volume of Ellen Datlow’s The Best Horror of the Year from Night Shade Books contained seventeen stories (including three from her own anthology Poe) along with the

  editor’s summation of the year and the usual “Honorable Mentions” (now expanded online).




  Prime Books debuted its own series with The Year’s Best Dark Fantasy & Horror 2010, edited by Paula Guran and containing thirty-nine stories, while the twenty-first volume of

  The Mammoth Book of Best New Horror edited by Stephen Jones contained nineteen stories and novellas, along with a substantial look at the preceding year in horror, a Necrology and list of

  useful addresses.




  Michael Marshall Smith’s “What Happens When You Wake Up in the Night” was the only story that appeared in all three “Year’s Best” horror anthologies. Norman

  Prentiss’ “In the Porches of My Ears” turned up in two of them, and Ramsey Campbell, Gemma Files, John Langan, Reggie Oliver and Barbara Roden were each represented in two out of

  the three volumes, but with different stories.




  Jones also compiled The Mammoth Book of the Best of Best New Horror: A Twenty-Year Celebration, which collected one story from each year of the series’ two decades by Brian Lumley,

  Michael Marshall Smith, Harlan Ellison, Neil Gaiman, Peter Straub, Kim Newman, Joe Hill, Lisa Tuttle, Clive Barker, Stephen King and others, with an Introduction by Ramsey Campbell and extensive

  commentary about the history of the title by the editor.




  With more electronic books than hardcovers reportedly now being sold in the US, Amazon promised to undercut the price of print editions and rival electronic readers and, for

  the first time, the company also opened a virtual e-bookstore in the UK.




  However, for two weeks at the end of January, all the electronic titles published by Macmillan were pulled from Amazon’s virtual bookshelves after the publisher claimed that the price

  being charged for its e-books was too low and could damage hardcover sales. Unsurprisingly, HarperCollins and Hachette supported Macmillan’s position.




  Apple’s iPad tablet computer, launched in January, aimed to “save” the book and magazine industry with its iBook store and revolutionary touchscreen technology for buying and

  reading electronically. More than 7.5 million were sold in the first six months.




  Amazon’s new Kindle e-book reader was launched around the world at the end of July. Costing between £109 and £149 (between $139 and $189), it was the size of a

  paperback and could wirelessly download new titles online from a catalogue of more than 400,000 books.




  In November it was the turn of Samsung and Google to launch their Galaxy Tab “Android” media player. Although it was small enough to fit into a jacket pocket and could download

  thousands of apps from Google’s online store, the Tab was more expensive than the iPad.




  Google also launched its own Google eBookstore in December, which claimed to offer the “world’s largest selection of e-books”. Google’s three million titles could be read

  on almost all digital devices except for Amazon’s popular Kindle.




  Cemetery Dance Publications offered free e-book and audio-book downloads of Brian James’ novella The Painted Darkness almost four months before the hardcover edition was published.

  The electronic version, which was only available for a limited time, also included exclusive bonus material, including an Afterword and interview with the author, a new interview with Ray Bradbury

  and a special feature where Bradbury, Stephen King, William Peter Blatty, Michael Marshall Smith, Douglas Clegg and others shared their thoughts on the future of e-book publishing. More than 10,000

  people downloaded the book in the first two weeks, which resulted in CD doubling the first printing. The hardcover edition included an exclusive Introduction by Brian Keene and interior

  illustrations by Jill Bauman, and a signed, limited edition sold out within twenty-four hours following the publicity generated by the free e-book.




  In July, the Syfy channel rebranded its online Sci Fi Wire site to “Blastr” (sigh). Scott Edelman remained as editor.




  The Zombie Survival Scanner from Crown Publishing Group’s digital division was a free iPhone app based on Max Brooks’ The Zombie Survival Guide. It allowed people with

  too much free time to scan their friends’ zombie infection rate.




  In July, the first nineteen issues of Joss Whedon’s Buffy the Vampire Slayer: Season Eight from Dark Horse became available for download as animated “motion comics” on

  iTunes. The series was subsequently released on DVD.




  Bare Souls: Tales of Love, Sex and Death was a collection of twelve erotic slipstream stories by Marcelle Perks, published as an e-book by Xcite Books. The volume’s two previously

  unpublished stories were collaborations with Kevin Mullins.




  Just in time for Halloween, the Internet Movie Database launched its IMDb Horror Section devoted to the latest news, lists, trailers and photos.




  Publisher Roy Robbins continued to put out a number of handsome titles under his Bad Moon Books print-on-demand (PoD) and e-book imprint, many of them in special signed

  editions.




  The last Hollywood film crew decided to shoot the last Hollywood movie in a post-nuclear America in John Skipp and Cody Goodfellow’s satirical short novel The Day Before.




  Gene O’Neill’s novella Jade was set in the author’s post-apocalyptic California and featured an Introduction by Michael McBride and colour plates by Steven Gilberts. It

  was available in an edition of 150 signed and numbered paperback copies and twenty-six lettered hardcovers.




  Lord of the Lash and Our Lady of the Boogaloo was the second novella in Weston Ochse’s “Vampire Outlaw Trilogy”, and a cult attempted to open a gateway to another world

  on Halloween in Benjamin Kane Ethridge’s novel Black & Orange.




  A young woman witnessed something terrible that shaped her life in Paul Melnicek’s novella The Watching, while a couple learned that no good deed went unpunished in Erik

  Williams’ backwoods horror Blood Spring. Both books were nicely illustrated by Jill Bauman.




  Mischief Night was a Halloween novella by Paul Melniczek, illustrated by Caroline O’Neal, as was Lisa Morton’s The Samhanach, with artwork by Frank Walls. Don

  D’Ammassa’s pulp novella Wings Over Manhattan involved a private detective pitted against a supernatural evil.




  Containing two novellas featuring senior “Monster Wrangler” J.D. Enron and available in a special signed edition limited to 100 numbered copies and twenty-six lettered, Monster

  Town/ The Butcher of Box Hill by “Logan Savile” (Steven Savile and Brian M. Logan) was packaged like a hardcover Ace Double.




  Blood & Gristle contained twenty stories (one reprint) by Michael Louis Calvillo, while Little Things collected twenty-three stories (four original) by John R. Little with an

  Introduction by Mort Castle.




  Lisa Mannetti’s 51 Fiendish Ways to Leave Your Lover listed various macabre methods of ending a relationship. Glenn Chadbourne supplied the black and white illustrations, and there

  was a poetic Introduction from P.D. Cacek.




  Published as a print-on-demand edition by Bad Moon Books, Dark Matters collected forty-nine poems (six original) by Bruce Boston, illustrated by Daniele Serra.




  Selected by Charles Black, The Black Book of Horror reached its sixth and seventh trade paperback volumes from Mortbury Press. Containing fifteen and seventeen original stories,

  respectively, the contents of each volume varied wildly between subtlety and the worst excesses of The Pan Book of Horror Stories, with contributions from, amongst others, John Llewellyn

  Probert, Simon Kurt Unsworth, Steve Lockley, R.B. Russell, Paul Finch, Gary Fry, Craig Herbertson, Reggie Oliver, David A. Riley, Anna Taborska, Mark Samuels, Joel Lane, Steve Rasnic Tem, Claude

  Lalumière, Tony Richards and a particularly unpleasant tale from Stephen Volk.




  Available as an attractive hardcover from Mythos Books, Matt Cardin’s Dark Awakenings collected seven stories (one original and two revised and expanded) and three academic papers

  (two original and another significantly revised) exploring the intersection between horror and religion.




  From Hippocampus Press, Wait for Thunder: Stories for a Stormy Night contained twenty-seven stories (two original) by Donald R. Burleson, while Sin & Ashes collected forty-nine

  stories and poems (forty-three original) by Joseph S. Pulver, Sr. with an Introduction by Laird Barron.




  Hippocampus also published The Tindalos Cycle edited by Robert M. Price, an anthology of twenty-seven Lovecraftian stories (three original) inspired by the classic story by Frank Belknap

  Long, who was represented with six tales, along with contributions from Robert Bloch, Lin Carter and Peter Cannon, amongst others.




  As part of the imprint’s “Lovecraft’s Library” series, The Shadowy Thing was a reprint of H.B. Drake’s 1925 novel The Remedy.




  From the Cauldron, containing almost 100 poems by Fred Phillips, was the latest volume in the “Hippocampus Press Poetry Library” series. It featured a cover illustration by

  Howard Wandrei.




  Lord Ruthven Begins from Black Coat Press was Frank J. Wood’s translation of the 1865 play Douglas the Vampyre by Jules Dornay, with an historical Introduction by Jean-Marc

  Lofficier.




  Introduced by Jack Dann and available from Australia’s Ticonderoga Publications in PoD trade paperback and limited hardcover editions, The Girl with No Hands and Other Tales

  collected sixteen stories (three original) and an Afterword by Angela Slatter.




  Slatter was also one of the contributors to Scary Kisses, an anthology of fourteen original paranormal romance stories edited by Liz Grzyb. Belong edited by Russell B. Farr brought

  together twenty-three new tales about people searching for a place to call “home”.




  Also from Ticonderoga, Dead Sea Fruit was a hefty retrospective collection of twenty-seven stories (two original) by Kaaron Warren, with an Introduction by Lucius Shepard and story notes

  by the author.




  Kenneth Goldman’s novella Desirée from Damnation Books was about a woman whose love was deadly, while a woman seeking vengeance wanted to become a vampire in David

  Burton’s Blood Justice from By Light Unseen Media.




  Vipers was the second book in the “Veins Cycle” by Lawrence C. Connolly, available from Fantasist Enterprises.




  Mansfield Park and Mummies was another tiresome Jane Austen mash-up, this time by Vera Nazarian, available as a print-on-demand edition from Norilana Books.




  A female police detective uncovered murder and government conspiracies in a San Antonio in the grip of a deadly flu epidemic in Quarantined by Texas homicide detective Joe McKinney,

  published by Canadian PoD imprint Lachesis Publishing.




  Pallid Light: The Walking Dead was a zombie novel by William Jones, from PoD publisher Elder Signs Press. From the same imprint, The Best of All Flesh collected twenty-two stories

  originally published in editor James Lowder’s three Books of Flesh anthologies.




  There were more zombies in T.W. Brown’s Dead: The Ugly Truth and Zomblog, both from MayDecember Publications. Brown also edited the anthology Eye Witness: Zombie for

  the same PoD imprint.




  “Conceived and edited” by Robert Essig, Through the Eyes of the Undead from Library of the Living Dead contained thirty-one zombie stories and a poem by writers you’ve

  probably never heard of. It was difficult to tell if they were all original, because there was no copyright information anywhere in the book, while the running heads only listed the title and

  editor and not the individual stories or authors.




  Dark Dimensions, published in trade paperback by Fairwood Press/Darkwood Press, collected fourteen stories (two original) by William F. Nolan, with a Preface by the author and an

  Introduction by Jason V. Brock.




  Strange Men in Pinstripe Suits and Other Curious Things from Strange Publications collected twenty-four stories (ten original) by Cate Gardner with an Introduction by Nathaniel

  Lambert.




  Beneath the Surface of Things from New Jersey’s Bards and Sages Publishing collected twenty-five short horror stories (sixteen original) by Kevin Wallis, along with an Introduction

  by A.J. Brown.




  As the Worm Turns from new PoD imprint Blue Room Publishing contained twenty-two stories (fifteen reprints) by Brian Rosenberger.




  Jeremy C. Shipp’s collection, Fungus of the Heart, contained thirteen stories (six reprints). It was available as a PoD hardcover and trade paperback from Raw Dog Screaming

  Press.




  Available from the grandly titled Library of Horror Press, Unbound and Other Tales collected nine stories (six original) by David Dunwoody.




  Animythical Tales was the debut short story collection from Canadian writer Sarah Totten, available from Fantastic Books with an Introduction by Forrest Aguirre. It contained nine reprint

  short stories and an original novelette.




  From Skullvines Press, In Sickness: Stories from a Very Dark Place written by the husband-and-wife team of L.L. Soares and Laura Cooney contained five stories (two original) by Cooney and

  six (one original) by Soares, along with a new collaboration.




  Dark Faith was a PoD anthology of twenty-six original stories and five poems edited by Maurice Broaddus and Jerry Gordon for Apex Publications. Contributors included Jay Lake, Brian Keene

  and Tom Piccirilli.




  Editor Jennifer Brozek’s Close Encounters of the Urban Kind from the same imprint contained twenty tales, while The Blackness Within: Stories of the Pagan God Moccus edited

  by Gill Ainsworth contained thirteen original tales and some recipes centred around the Celtic god of fecundity.




  Edited by Tim Lieder for Dybbuk Press, She Nailed a Stake Through His Head: Tales of Biblical Terror was a PoD anthology of nine stories (five original).




  Available from Static Movement, Something in the Doorway: A Haunted Anthology edited and introduced by Gregory Miller contained twenty-two original stories.




  Making its debut from BearManor Media, the first volume of And Now the Nightmare Begins: The Horror Zine edited by Jeani Rector was a spin-off from the e-zine, featuring twenty stories

  (one reprint) and fifty-two poems by Ramsey Campbell, Simon Clark, Terry Grimwood, Trevor Denyer, Gary William Crawford, Joe R. Lansdale and Scott Urban, amongst others. The illustrated PoD trade

  paperback also included two additional stories by the editor.




  The second issue of the PoD magazine Shock Totem: Curious Tales of the Macabre and Twisted edited by K. Allen Wood for Shock Totem Publications (“Established in 2009”),

  featured nine stories by Kurt Newton and others, along with an interview with James Newman and book and film reviews.




  The eighth issue of the online Irish Journal of Gothic and Horror Studies edited by Elizabeth McCarthy and Bernice M. Murphy included articles on Lesbian Gothic, the Nightmare on Elm

  Street film series, and the short fiction of China Miéville, along with book and media reviews.




  In Ramsey Campbell’s latest novel, The Seven Days of Cain, from PS Publishing, a British photographer began receiving e-mails from an international serial killer

  who was somehow connected to an event that linked them ten years previously.




  Gary Fry’s debut novel from PS, The House of Canted Steps, was about a haunted family home, while an author with a fear of clowns moved to a rural area where all was not as it

  seemed in Terry Dowling’s first novel, Clowns at Midnight.




  A recovering heroin addict was haunted by a mysterious and terrible figure from his past in Rio Youers’ End Times, and a young boy was given a glimpse of his own future in Rick

  Hautala’s short novel Reunion, which came with an Afterword by F. Paul Wilson.




  What Will Come After was a collection of nine superior zombie stories (one original) by Scott Edelman, while Literary Remains collected ten often oblique supernatural stories by

  R.B. Russell (three reprints).




  Edited by Stephen Jones, Darkness Mist & Shadow: The Collected Macabre Tales of Basil Copper collected all the author’s macabre and supernatural fiction (sixty-one stories and

  novellas) in two hefty volumes. Featuring introductions by the editor (#1) and Kim Newman (#2), the books boasted covers by Stephen E. Fabian and interior art by Randy Broecker, Dave Carson, Les

  Edwards, Bob Eggleton, Gary Gianni and Allen Koszowski. The two volumes were also available in a 200-copy deluxe slipcased edition signed by the author, editor and artists

  (£95.00).




  Also edited with an Introduction by editor Jones and illustrated by Randy Broecker, Pelican Cay & Other Disquieting Tales collected seven stories and novellas (three original) by

  David Case. The 200-copy deluxe traycased edition (£60.00) contained two extra variant story drafts and was signed by all the contributors, including cover artist Les Edwards.




  The eighteen stories (four original) in Garry Kilworth’s collection Tales from the Fragrant Harbour: Short Stories of Hong Kong and the Far East were divided equally between

  mainstream tales (“Once-Told Tales”) and those featuring the supernatural (“Twice-Told Tales”).




  Long After Midnight was a collection of twenty-two stories by Ray Bradbury from PS, with an Introduction by Ramsey Campbell. The book was available as 500 unsigned hardcovers, 200

  slipcased hardcovers signed by the author, and 100 deluxe cased sets signed by both Bradbury and Campbell that included a hand-corrected story that was not included in the other editions

  (£95.00).




  Ventriloquism was a collection of thirty-two eclectic short stories by Catherynne M. Valente, and Counting Tadpoles collected twenty reprint stories by reclusive author Uncle

  River.




  Scott William Carter’s A Web of Black Widows was PS Showcase #7 and contained six stories (four original) and an Introduction by the author.




  Most novels and collections from PS were available in 500 trade hardcover editions and 100 signed editions.




  Published as part of PS Publishing’s handsome novella series, Terry Lamsley’s R.I.P. was about survival after death, while a dead private investigator found himself trying to

  solve his own murder in Scott Nicholson’s hardboiled ghost novella Transparent Lovers.




  Stephen King’s 1977 story One For the Road, a sequel-of-sorts to ’Salem’s Lot, was issued by PS as a delightful landscape picture book, featuring eighteen

  full-colour illustrations by James Hannah. It was available in hardcover as both a 100-copy slipcased edition signed by the artist (£175.00) and a 500-copy unsigned edition

  (£75.00).




  Unlike the previous year’s disappointing Lovecraft Unbound anthology, most of the twenty-one stories (two reprints) in Black Wings: New Tales of Lovecraftian Horror edited by

  S.T. Joshi still managed to transcend their eldritch themes while continuing to remain true to the spirit and imagination of their inspiration. Aside from a few fan pieces, some of the best work in

  the book came from Caitlín R. Kiernan, Michael Shea, Nicholas Royle, Brian Stableford, Ramsey Campbell, Norman Partridge and Michael Marshall Smith.




  Darkness on the Edge: Tales Inspired by the Songs of Bruce Springsteen was edited and introduced by Harrison Howe and contained nineteen stories based on The Boss’ work by Elizabeth

  Massie, Gary A. Braunbeck, Tom Piccirilli, Sarah Langan, Jeffrey Thomas, T.M. Wright, James A. Moore, Nancy Kilpatrick and others.




  Edited with an Introduction by Allen Ashley, Catastrophia was an anthology of eighteen original stories about the end of the world (as we know it) by Andrew Hook, Simon Clark, Brian W.

  Aldiss and others.




  Volume 22/23 of the “Postscripts Anthology” series, The Company He Keeps, was titled after the lead story by Lucius Shepard. As usual edited by Peter Crowther and Nick Gevers,

  the hardcover featured thirty-one original horror, fantasy and SF stories by John Grant, Joel Lane, Don Webb, Quentin S. Crisp, Rio Youers, Steve Rasnic Tem, Rhys Hughes, Darrell Schweitzer and

  Holly Phillips, amongst others.




  PS also issued a special edition of Brighton Shock! The Souvenir Book of the World Horror Convention 2010 edited by Stephen Jones. Featuring fiction, articles and art by and about the

  event’s Guests of Honour, the 400-plus page hardcover also included an entire original anthology of seaside horror (Wish You Weren’t Here), with fiction and poetry by H.P.

  Lovecraft, M.R. James, Ramsey Campbell, Brian Lumley, Robert Shearman, Joel Lane, Christopher Fowler, Michael Marshall Smith, Sarah Pinborough, Kim Newman, Tim Lebbon and others. Limited to 100

  numbered and slipcased copies, it was signed by no fewer than thirty-three contributors (£95.00).




  Insinuations from PS Publishing was a slim autobiography by Australia-based speculative writer Jack Dann. There was a 100-copy limited hardcover available signed by the author.




  From Cemetery Dance Publications, Stephen King’s Blockade Billy was a supernaturally themed baseball novella set in the late 1950s, in which the enigmatic title character

  mysteriously led a small-town team of losers towards a potential pennant victory. Illustrated by Alex McVey, the first 10,000 deluxe copies included a William “Blockade Billy” Blakely

  baseball card, while a signed limited edition was published by Lonely Road Books. The trade hardcover edition from Scribner also included the story “Mortality”.




  The Secretary of Dreams Volume Two was an oversized hardcover from CD that collected six reprint stories by King, profusely illustrated in black and white by Glenn Chadbourne. It was

  available in a slipcased gift edition of 5,000 copies ($75.00) and a leatherbound, signed traycased edition of 750 copies ($300.00).




  Ronald Kelly’s novel Hell Hollow was set in rural Tennessee and was also available in a 1,000-copy signed, lettered and traycased edition ($175.00).




  Last Exit for the Lost was a hefty hardcover collection of Tim Lebbon’s short fiction from Cemetery Dance. Limited to 1,500 signed copies, the book contained nineteen stories (two

  original) and an Introduction by Joe R. Lansdale.




  Equally as big was Occasional Demons, which contained thirty stories (two original) by Rick Hautala, every one illustrated by Glenn Chadbourne. The deluxe hardcover was limited to 750

  signed copies.




  Johnny Halloween collected seven stories (including a new “Dark Harvest” tale) by Norman Partridge and was limited to a signed edition of 1,500 copies.




  Futile Efforts was another huge collection of seventeen stories (one original) by Tom Piccirilli, each with an Introduction by a different author, including Gerard Houarner, Edward Lee,

  Jack Ketchum, Tom Monteleone, T.M. Wright, Tim Lebbon, Gary Braunbeck, Brian Keene, Ed Gorman, Simon Clark, Michael Laimo and Christopher Golden. The book also collected forty-five poems and was

  available in a 1,000-copy signed edition.




  T.M. Wright’s Bone Soup collected thirteen stories (three original), twenty poems (seven original) and a revised version of the 2003 novel Cold House. Illustrated by the

  author, this included an Introduction by Jack Ketchum and was also available in a signed edition limited to 750 copies and a lettered traycased edition ($175.00).




  Jill Bauman illustrated Peter Straub’s 1999 novella Pork Pie Hat, which was issued by CD in a trade edition, a signed edition of 350 copies ($50.00), and a traycased lettered

  edition of fifty-two copies ($200.00).




  Limited to 750 signed and numbered copies apiece, Cemetery Dance’s hardcover Novella series continued with Volume #19: Invisible Fences by Norman Prentiss, in which a cautious man

  discovered that his parents’ often-gruesome warnings might possibly hold some truth. Keith Minnion supplied the interior artwork.




  Volume #20 was Greg F. Gifune’s Catching Hell, which was set in the summer of 1983 and concerned three young actors who found themselves trapped in the demonic rural community of

  Boxer Hills. Jill Bauman contributed the cover and interior illustrations.




  The Corpse King by Tim Curran was #21 in the attractive series and told the story of a couple of 18th-century resurrectionists who discovered that they were not the worst thing haunting

  graveyards and mortuaries. Keith Minnion again produced the interior art.




  From Subterranean Press, Mister Slaughter was the third volume in Robert McCammon’s series set in pre-Revolutionary America that began with Speaks the Nightbird and The

  Queen of Bedlam. This time gay detective Matthew Corbett was on the trail of escaped serial killer Tyranthus Slaughter, who lived up to his name. It was also available in a 274-copy signed

  edition and a lettered edition of twenty-six copies ($500).




  Issued by the same imprint, The Wolf’s Hour contained McCammon’s 1989 World War II werewolf novel and a new novella, illustrated by Vincent Chong. This was issued as a

  750-copy signed edition and a twenty-six copy traycased leatherbound edition ($250.00).




  Necroscope: The Plague-Bearer was the latest “Lost Years” novella featuring Brian Lumley’s hero Harry Keogh, who had to save a pack of Scottish werewolves from a

  vampire-engineered plague that could destroy them. As usual, Bob Eggleton supplied the cover art and interior illustrations for the Subterranean Press hardcover, which was also available in a

  special signed edition limited to 250 numbered copies.




  The Evil of Pemberley House was a mix of Gothic horror and pulp fiction by Philip Jose Farmer and Win Scott Eckert. Along with the trade hardcover, it was also published by Subterranean

  in a 200-copy edition signed by Eckert along with a bonus chapbook.




  Deadman’s Road collected the 1986 novel Dead in the West and four stories (one original) featuring Joe R. Lansdale’s Weird Western character, the Reverend Jedidiah

  Mercer, illustrated by Glenn Chadbourne.




  The Juniper Tree and Other Blue Rose Stories by Peter Straub reprinted the novellas “Blue Rose”, “The Juniper Tree”, “Bunny is Good Bread” and

  “The Ghost Village”, featuring characters and settings from the novels Koko, Mystery and The Throat. The book also included an interview with the author by

  publisher Bill Sheehan.




  Strange Wonders: A Collection of Rare Fritz Leiber Works edited with an Introduction by Benjamin Szumskyj contained various unpublished or uncollected fiction drafts and fragments, early

  stories, articles and poetry by one of the genre’s top names. The book was also available in a 150-copy leatherbound edition.




  Originally announced by Hill House but never published by that apparently now defunct imprint, Subterranean teamed up with PS Publishing to produce a new edition of Ray Bradbury’s The

  Martian Chronicles containing forty-nine stories (twenty-seven from the original 1950 edition), an essay, two screenplays, two Introductions and Afterwords by Richard Matheson, Joe Hill, Marc

  Scott Zicree and John Scalzi. Edward Miller (Les Edwards) contributed five colour plates. The book was available in a 500-copy limited edition ($300.00) and a twenty-six copy lettered edition

  ($600.00).




  Also from Subterranean, A Pleasure to Burn contained sixteen stories related to Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury, who celebrated his ninetieth birthday in August, with the city of

  Los Angeles hosting a week of Bradbury-themed celebrations.




  The imprint also issued the third revised printing of Thomas Ligotti’s 1985 collection Songs of a Dead Dreamer, containing definitive versions of the twenty stories. A leatherbound,

  signed edition of 250 copies was also available.




  Caitlín R. Kiernan’s The Ammonite Violin & Others was a new collection of twenty stories originally available to subscribers of the author’s monthly online

  publication, Sirenia Digest, featuring “weirdly fantastical dark erotica”. A signed, leatherbound edition came with a bonus chapbook.




  Amberjack: Tales of Fear and Wonder collected stories and songs about the eponymous time-traveller by Australian writer Terry Dowling, while Lesser Demons contained ten stories by

  Norman Partridge. The 250-copy signed and numbered edition included a bonus chapbook.




  The Great Bazaar and Other Stories was a companion volume to Peter V. Brett’s dark fantasy novel The Warded Man (aka The Painted Man) that included a deleted chapter

  and scenes, along with a dictionary of terms.




  The Adventures of the Princess and Mr Whiffle: The Thing Beneath the Bed was a not-suitable-for-children storybook from Subterranean Press, written by Pat Rothfuss and illustrated in

  black and white by Nate Taylor.




  Matheson Uncollected: Volume Two from Gauntlet Press collected nine short stories (one original) by Richard Matheson, along with the opening chapters of three uncompleted novels and an

  unfilmed 1985 screenplay for What Dreams May Come.




  Also from Gauntlet, The Fall of the House of Usher/Usher II was an edition of the two stories by Edgar Allan Poe and Ray Bradbury, heavily illustrated by Allois. It was published in an

  edition of 250 copies signed by the artist, fifty signed by both Bradbury and Allois ($100.00), and a fifty-two copy traycased and lettered edition ($200.00) signed by both.




  Not only was Angela Slatter’s Sourdough and Other Stories one of the most impressive debut collections of recent years, but the book created by Tartarus Press was a work of art in

  itself. The volume contained sixteen grim fairy tales (twelve original) by the Australian writer, along with an Introduction by Robert Shearman and an Afterword by Jeff VanderMeer.




  As the title indicated, The Collected Connoisseur brought together all twenty-three previously published tales of the eponymous psychic detective by Mark Valentine and John Howard, and

  Tartarus also reissued Robert Aickman’s 1968 collection of eight “strange stories”, Sub Rosa, in a handsomely produced hardcover edition, limited to 350 copies and with a

  new Introduction by R.B. Russell.




  From Canada’s Ash-Tree Press, Stranger in the House: The Collected Short Supernatural Fiction: Volume One chronologically collected twenty-five stories by Lisa Tuttle with an

  Introduction by Stephen Jones. It was the first volume in a series that will eventually gather together the author’s own selection of stories.




  Pieces of Midnight was an impressive collection of eighteen stories (eight original) by Gary McMahon with an Introduction by Steve Duffy, and Lost Places contained eighteen tales

  (fourteen original) by Simon Kurt Unsworth, with an Introduction by Barbara Roden and story notes by the author. A special paperback edition was produced for World Horror Convention 2010. All

  Ash-Tree Press hardcovers were limited to 400 copies apiece.




  Published by Irish imprint The Swan River Press in a slim but attractive hardcover edition of just 200 copies, The Old Knowledge & Other Strange Tales collected eight of Rosalie

  Parker’s (mostly) genteel supernatural stories (three reprints). Glen Cavaliero supplied the Introduction.




  Riding the Bullet from Lonely Road Books contained Stephen King’s 2000 online novella and Mick Garris’ screenplay for his barely seen 2004 movie adaptation. Printed in two

  colours, the book also featured illustrations by Bernie Wrightson and a wraparound cover by Alan M. Clark, along with numerous photos, storyboards and notes from the film. It was available in a

  3,000-copy slipcased “collector’s gift” edition ($75.00), a traycased limited edition of 500 copies signed by Garris and Wrightson ($250.00) and a fifty-two copy traycased edition

  ($750.00) additionally signed by King. Both signed editions sold out prior to publication.




  A group of teenage film-makers in 1977 discovered that Willis H. O’Brien used an undead necromancer to help create a new form of animation in 1931 in David Herter’s October

  Dark from Earthling Publications. It was available in a 500-copy signed edition and a slipcased lettered edition of just fifteen copies ($300.00).




  From MonkeyBrain Books, Mysteries of the Diogenes Club collected five novellas (one original) by Kim Newman about the secretive intelligence and law enforcement agency originally created

  by Sherlock Holmes’ smarter brother, Mycroft.




  Although the eleventh volume of TTA Press’ “Crimewave” series of trade paperback anthologies was entitled Ghosts, there was not as much horror content as you would

  expect in the fourteen stories by Nina Allan, Christopher Fowler, Cody Goodfellow, Steve Rasnic Tem, Joel Lane and others.




  The same could not be said for The Harm by Gary McMahon, a slim little paperback published as part of the TTA Press Novella series, which dealt with the tricky topic of child abuse.




  Limited to 300 signed copies, In Concert from Centipede Press collected twenty-one collaborations (one original) by Steve Rasnic Tem and Melanie Tem. The book featured a wraparound cover

  by Salvador Dalí, endpapers by Max Ernst, and was illustrated with original wood engravings by Howie Michels and colour plates by Marc Chagall.




  Edited by Stephen Haffner, The Early Kuttner Volume One: Terror in the House was the first of two volumes from Haffner Press collecting the early short fiction of Henry Kuttner. It

  contained forty stories from 1936 to 1939 along with a Foreword by Richard Matheson and an Introduction by Garyn G. Roberts. There was also a limited slipcased edition for $150.00.




  From Romanian small press imprint Ex Occidente Press came Mark Samuels’ The Man Who Collected Machen & Other Stories, which was limited to 200 copies and contained eleven tales

  (eight original) and a reprint essay.




  D.P. Watt’s collection of nineteen stories, An Emporium of Automata, and Marvick Louis’ novel The Star Ushak were both limited to 150 hardcover copies apiece. Insole

  Colin’s Oblivion’s Poppy from the imprint’s Passport Levante line was available in a run of just 100 hand-numbered copies.




  Publisher Dan Ghetu announced that Ex Occidente Press was to close in April 2011, saying his work would be done by then. The imprint had recently suffered some criticism over shipping

  problems.




  In June, publisher Dave Barnett announced that he was closing Necro Publications, citing the downturn in the economy and health problems. Necro was a major promoter of Edward Lee’s work,

  amongst others.




  Never Again, from Gray Friar Press, was yet another sometimes questionable “charity anthology” with profits (after the publisher had recouped printing and distribution costs)

  being split between three human rights charities. Edited by Allyson Bird and Joel Lane, the book featured twenty-three stories (twelve reprints) supposedly protesting against racism and fascism,

  although these were not the only themes addressed by the authors represented. The reprint material by such writers as Lisa Tuttle, Joe R. Lansdale, Robert Shearman, Stephen Volk and Ramsey Campbell

  was notably superior to the original contributions.




  One Monster is Not Enough was a collection of eight novellas and novelettes by Paul Finch, available as a 100-copy signed hardcover from the same imprint.




  From Night Shade Books, The Loving Dead by Amelia Beamer was a comedy novel in which the zombie disease was sexually transmitted.




  Compiled by Jonathan Strahan and the late Charles N. Brown, Fritz Leiber: Selected Stories from the same imprint was a large retrospective volume of seventeen stories with an Introduction

  by Neil Gaiman, while Occultation collected nine stories (three original) by Laird Barron with an Introduction by Michael Shea.




  Edited with notes by Scott Connors and Ron Hilger, The Collected Fantasies of Clark Ashton Smith Volume 5: The Last Hieroglyph collected twenty-nine stories by the classic pulp author,

  including alternate and deleted material. Richard A. Lupoff contributed the Introduction to this final volume in the superior series.




  Probably the best zombie anthology in an overcrowded year was The Living Dead 2, editor John Joseph Adams’ substantial follow-up to his best-selling 2008 compilation The Living

  Dead, also published by Night Shade. This time, out of the forty-four featured stories, just over half were original, including those by Kelley Armstrong, Max Brooks, Cherie Priest, Simon R.

  Green, Robert Kirkman, David Wellington, and John Skipp and Cody Goodfellow, amongst others.




  Edited by Tim Pratt, Sympathy for the Devil contained thirty-five Satanic stories by Neil Gaiman, Robert Bloch, Kelly Link, John Collier, Holly Black, China Miéville, Theodore

  Sturgeon, Michael Chabon, Charles de Lint, Stephen King and others, along with an excerpt from Dante’s Inferno.




  Also published by Night Shade, editor Ellen Datlow’s Tails of Wonder and Imagination was an attractive reprint anthology of forty feline stories from Neil Gaiman, Michael Marshall

  Smith, Kelly Link, Tanith Lee, Reggie Oliver, Stephen King, Nicholas Royle, Susanna Clarke and many others.




  What I Didn’t See and Other Stories was a hardcover collection by Karen Joy Fowler from Small Beer Press. It contained twelve stories (one original). The same imprint introduced

  English readers to the work of celebrated French author Georges-Olivier Châteaureynaud with the twenty-three reprint tales found in A Life on Paper: Stories. Brian Evenson supplied the

  Foreword.




  Unashamedly channelling the spirit of Ray Bradbury’s Something Wicked This Way Comes, William Ollie’s novel Sideshow from Joe Morey’s increasingly ambitious Dark

  Regions Press involved two thirteen-year-old boys and the secrets they discovered when Hannibal Cobb’s dark carnival came to their town.




  Jeffrey Thomas’ The Fall of Hades was the latest volume in the author’s ongoing “Hades” sequence, while Jim Gavin’s Hard Boiled Vampire Killers was

  about a pair of losers who hunted the undead on the mean streets of Atlanta. Brian Knight supplied the Introduction.




  Seventy-four years after he was lashed to a wooden cross and abandoned to God’s judgement by the inhabitants of a small Iowa backwoods community, the thing that used to be Reverend Joshua

  Miller still waited for release in Gord Rollo’s novel Valley of the Scarecrow.




  Written and illustrated by Gabrielle Faust, Regret was about a man who literally became his own inner demon and subsequently crossed paths with the other minions of Hell. John Palisano

  contributed the Introduction.




  When a young deputy sheriff moved from the big city to a small mountain community, he did not expect to encounter a man from the past and the monstrous god he worshipped in Lord of the

  Mountain by William Ollie.




  As always, Dark Regions Press continued to support short horror fiction with a raft of attractive collections.




  Jeffrey Thomas’ Nocturnal Emissions contained eight stories (three original) and thirteen poems, while Scottish writer Daniel McGachey’s Sherlock Holmes: The Impossible

  Cases presented four “recently discovered” stories featuring Holmes and Watson, along with various introductions and story notes.




  Going Back brought together eighteen reprint stories by Tony Richards, while Wine and Rank Poison was a collection of ten stories (seven original) and a novel excerpt by Allyson

  Bird, with an Introduction by Joe R. Lansdale.




  Rick Hautala supplied the Introduction to Harry Shannon’s bumper collection A Host of Shadows: A Short Story Collection, which featured twenty-five very recent tales (five

  original), along with story notes.




  Paul Melniczek had two new collections out under the imprint: A Haunted Halloween contained eleven stories (five original) and an Afterword by the publisher, while Monsters

  collected eight stories (six original).




  The fifth volume in Dark Regions’ “New Voices of Horror” series was Do-Overs and Detours, which collected fifteen stories (four original) by Steve Vernon with an

  Introduction by Richard Chizmar.




  Published two years after the original edition from Humdrumming Ltd, Beneath the Surface was a revised and expanded edition of Simon Strantzas’ debut collection that contained a

  different mix of fourteen stories (one original), along with a Foreword by Matt Cardin and an Afterword by the author.




  Charnel Wine: Memento Mori Edition was a reprint of the 2004 collection by Richard Gavin, featuring twenty-three stories and vignettes (plus five more original to this edition) and a new

  Foreword by the author.




  The first volume in Dark Regions Press’ Novella series was Harry Shannon’s zombie story Pain, in which the remaining inhabitants of a small mountain town defended themselves

  against a virus-infected horde of the living dead.




  The Mad and the Macabre contained two serial-killer novellas by Jeff Strand and Michael McBride.




  Under Dark Regions Press’ Ghost House imprint, Quill & Candle collected seventeen original supernatural stories by Scott Thomas set in the New England of the late eighteenth and

  early nineteenth centuries, while the ubiquitous Tony Richards also had Our Lady of the Shadows, another collection, out under the Ghost House banner. The trade paperback contained twelve

  stories (four original). Both titles were illustrated by Erin Wells.




  Most Dark Regions/Ghost House titles were published as signed trade paperback editions.




  Written between 1964 and 1970, Rules of Duel from Telos Publishing was a previously unpublished “collaboration” between Graham Masterton and William S. Burroughs, with

  original Introductions by both writers. Telos also reissued Masterton’s 1977 novel The Djinn in a new edition, with an exclusive introduction by the author.




  From the same imprint, Humpty’s Bones by Simon Clark contained the original title novella, along with a new short story.




  Edited by Ian Whates and Ian Watson for NewCon Press, Shoes, Ships & Cadavers: Tales from North Londonshire contained twelve multi-genre stories set in Northampton, with an

  Introduction by Alan Moore. There was a signed, limited edition of just fifty copies.




  Also edited by Whates under the same imprint, The Bitten Word was an anthology of seventeen vampire stories (one reprint) by Simon Clark, Kelley Armstrong, Sarah Singleton, Gary McMahon,

  Andrew Hook, Storm Constantine, John Kaiine, Chaz Brenchley, Nancy Kilpatrick, Freda Warrington, Tanith Lee, Jon Courtney Grimwood and Ian Watson, amongst others, including the editor. There was

  also a special signed hardcover edition limited to 150 numbered copies.




  Edited by Nancy Kilpatrick with a brief Foreword by Dacre Stoker, Evolve: Vampire Stories of the New Undead published by Edge Science Fiction and Fantasy was yet another vampire

  anthology. It contained twenty-three original stories and a poem by such Canadian authors as Kelley Armstrong, Tanya Huff, Gemma Files, Bev Vincent, Steve Vernon, Rio Youers, Rebecca Bradley and

  Claude Lalumière. Unfortunately, someone should have checked the editor’s historical Introduction a bit more carefully.




  The fourteenth volume in the long-running Tesseracts series from the same Canadian publisher was co-edited by John Robert Colombo and Brett Alexander Savory and featured twenty

  “strange Canadian stories” and several poems by David Nickle, Claude Lalumière, Sandra Kasturi, Robert J. Sawyer and others.




  From associated imprint Absolute XPress, Rigor Amortis was an anthology of thirty-four original zombie erotica tales and one poem edited by Jaym Gates and Erika Holt.




  A Book of Tongues from Canada’s ChiZine Publications was the first novel by Gemma Files and introduced “Hexslinger” Asher Rook, a former preacher-turned-magician who

  used his small black Bible to battle supernatural evil in the Wild West.




  The Thief of Broken Toys was a nicely produced novella by Tim Lebbon from ChiZine, about a man who was struggling to come to terms with a family tragedy. A signed, limited hardcover that

  was only available through pre-order included an additional story.




  Darkness: Two Decades of Modern Horror from San Francisco’s Tachyon Publications reprinted twenty-five stories from 1984–2005 by Stephen King, Clive Barker, Peter Straub, Neil

  Gaiman, Joyce Carol Oates, Lucius Shepard, Poppy Z. Brite, Edward Bryant, Elizabeth Hand and others, with a Foreword by Stefan Dziemianowicz and an Introduction by editor Ellen Datlow.




  The Best of Joe R. Lansdale from the same publisher contained sixteen stories with an autobiographical Introduction by the author.




  Published by Underland Press as a trade paperback omnibus, The Complete Drive-in contained all three of Joe R. Lansdale’s novels in the series, along with an Introduction by film

  director Don Coscarrelli and a selection of colour art by Nickita Knatz for a movie version that was never made.




  New British independent imprint Chômu Press launched its list with Quentin S. Crisp’s Remember You’re a One-Ball!, a macabre coming-of-age novel in which a teacher

  recalled the strange world of his childhood.




  The publisher followed it with Reggie Oliver’s debut novel, The Dracula Papers Part One: The Scholar’s Tale, about the early life of Transylvanian Prince Vladimir, and I

  Wonder What Human Flesh Tastes Like, Justin Isis’ debut collection of stories set in contemporary Japan, with an Introduction by Crisp.




  Connie Corcoran Wilson’s debut collection, Hellfire and Damnation, was inspired by Dante’s nine circles of Hell. The trade paperback from Sam’s Dot Publishing came with

  an Introduction by William F. Nolan, along with effusive cover quotes by Scott Edelman, Gary A. Braunbeck and Lisa Mannetti.




  A family was forced to weed a patch of land to prevent monsters growing in Dave Zeltserman’s The Caretaker of Lorne Field, from Overlook Press.




  Available as an attractive (if not particularly well-edited) hardcover from Obverse Books with an Introduction by Nicholas Royale and an Afterword by John L. Probert, the stories (one reprint)

  in Johnny Mains’ With Deepest Sympathy: Fourteen Tales of the Odd and Twisted would not have been out of place in the old The Pan Book of Horror Stories.




  Most of the contributions to Back from the Dead: The Legacy of The Pan Book of Horror Stories also lived up to the quality of the anthology’s inspiration. The first title from

  independent imprint Noose & Gibbet Publishing, the hardcover featured five reprints and sixteen new stories by such original contributors to the Pan series as Christopher Fowler, Tony Richards,

  John Burke, Basil Copper, David A. Riley, John Ware, Nicholas Royle, Harry E. Turner and Conrad Hill, along with a Foreword by Shaun Hutson, an historical essay by David A. Sutton and an extremely

  candid profile of Pan Book of Horror founder Herbert van Thal by editor Johnny Mains.




  Edited with a brief Introduction by Mark Harding, Music For Another World: Strange Fiction on the Theme of Music from Scotland’s Mutation Press contained nineteen original stories

  by Cyril Simsa, Andrew Hook, Neil Williamson and others.




  Small press publishers Pendragon Press, Screaming Dreams and Atomic Fez teamed up to produce a special CD-ROM sampler/beermat for FantasyCon 2010 which featured excerpts and covers from a number

  of imprints’ titles.




  Paul Finch’s Christmas novella Sparrowhawk from Pendragon Press was subtitled A Victorian Ghost Story and set during the coldest winter in living memory to grip London. Terry

  Grimwood’s novella The Places Between, also from Pendragon, was about one woman’s journey of self-discovery, while Feral Companions from the same imprint contained two

  novellas, one apiece by Simon Maginn and Gary Fry. The hardcover was limited to 300 copies, with the first 100 numbered and signed by the authors.




  Paul Kane’s novel The Gemini Factor, from Screaming Dreams, was a supernatural whodunit about a serial killer that only murdered twins and took their body parts. The trade paperback

  came with an Introduction by Peter Atkins and cover quotes from Peter James, Clive Barker, Kelley Armstrong and Peter Straub.




  Against the Darkness collected the first eleven cases (six original) of John Llewellyn Probert’s paranormal investigators Mr Massene Henderson and Miss Samantha Jephcott, and

  Songs from Spider Street collected twenty-five new and reprint stories by Mark Howard Jones and came with cover quotes from both Ray Bradbury and D.F. Lewis.




  Also from Screaming Dreams, Yuppieville was a slim horror novella by Tony Richards about a new Nevada community where those who didn’t fit in were forced to leave . . .

  permanently.




  Set after “The Terror” had changed animals into the dominant species on the planet overnight, The Terror and the Tortoiseshell was the first “Benji Spriteman

  Mystery” by John Travis, a hardboiled crime mystery featuring a six-foot tall, suit-wearing cat detective. It was issued by Canada’s Atomic Fez Publishing as a jacketless hardcover and

  e-book.




  Described by its author as “the maddest thing I’ve ever written”, Rhys Hughes’ comic novel Twisthorn Bellow involved the explosive golem of the title attempting to

  prevent the French from taking over the afterlife. It was published in trade paperback and e-book by Atomic Fez and came with a cover quote by Mike Mignola.




  Wicked Delights: A Selection of Stories from the same imprint collected eighteen stories (seven original) by the busy John Llewellyn Probert, who also contributed an Introduction and

  story notes. James Cooper’s The Beautful Red contained twelve stories (five original), along with a Foreword by Christopher Fowler.




  Edited by Jeff Connor and published by graphics imprint IDW, Classics Mutilated: CTRL-ALT-LIT contained thirteen original literary “mash-ups” featuring Cthulhu, Billy the Kid,

  Frankenstein, Edgar Allan Poe, Dr Moreau, Sid Vicious and many others in stories by Kristine Kathryn Rusch, Marc Laidlaw, Mark Morris, Nancy Collins, Thomas Tessier, Rio Youers and others. Mike

  Dubisch supplied the illustrations.




  Joe R. Lansdale’s contribution to the anthology, the Mark Twain and H.P. Lovecraft-inspired novella “Dread Island”, was issued in a series of four different limited editions

  – as a 500-copy trade paperback, available at conventions; a 400-copy signed hardcover, and a 100-copy signed and numbered leatherbound edition offered exclusively through the

  publisher’s website. A fourth, “retailer only” edition, was also available to certain key accounts.




  From Prime Books, Zombies: The Recent Dead edited by Paula Guran contained twenty-two reprint stories from the 21st century and an Introduction by David J. Schow, while Ekaterina Sedia

  edited Running with the Pack, an anthology of twenty-two werewolf stories (nine reprints) from the same imprint.




  Edited by Selina Rosen for Yard Dog Press, A Bubba in Time Saves None! contained twenty-four humorous zombie stories.




  World Fantasy Award-winning Welsh imprint Sarob Press closed in 2007 when owner Robert Morgan moved to northern France. He started up again in 2010 with Seven Ghosts and One Other, the

  second collection of eight M.R. Jamesian stories by C.E. Ward, a follow-up to the author’s previous collection, Vengeful Ghosts. The hardcover was limited to 200 copies and included

  illustrations by Paul Lowe and an Afterword by the author.




  Edited by educators Todd James Pierce and Jarret Keene, Dead Neon: Tales of Near-Future Las Vegas from University of Nevada Press featured fourteen imaginative tales set in or around Sin

  City by K.W Jeter and others.




  Cutting Block Press from Texas published Volume 4 of Horror Library, a trade paperback anthology edited and introduced by R.J. Cavender and Boyd E. Harris containing twenty-eight stories

  by Nate Kenyon, Bentley Little, Hank Schwaeble, Jeff Strand, Tim Waggoner, Gerard Houarner and others.




  Robert M. Price edited and supplied the Introduction to The Yith Cycle for Chaosium, which included John Taine’s 1924 novel The Purple Sapphire and thirteen Lovecraftian

  stories about the Great Race and time travel.




  Sprawl from Twelfth Planet Press was an anthology edited by Alisa Krasnostein that featured eighteen original fantasy stories about an alternative suburban Australia by Sean Williams,

  Thoraiya Dyer, Angela Slatter, Anna Tambour, Cat Sparks and others.




  Also from Australia, Macabre: A Journey Through Australia’s Darkest Fears was an anthology edited by Angela Challis and Dr Marty Young from Brimstone Press. Split into three

  sections – “Classics (1836–1979)”, “Modern Masters (1980–2000)” and “The New Era (2000– )” – the book contained thirty-eight

  stories (fifteen original) by Guy Boothby, Terry Dowling, Robert Hood, Sean Williams, Stephen Dedman, Rick Kennett, Kyla Ward and others, along with an Introduction by Dr Young and a timeline of

  Australian horror fiction.




  Null Immortalis was the tenth and final volume in the Nemonymous series of original anthologies secretly edited by D.F. Lewis. As a result, the bylines of all twenty-six

  contributors – including Andrew Hook, Joel Lane, Gary Fry, Mike Chinn, Joseph S. Pulver Sr, Reggie Oliver, Mark Valentine and Steve Rasnic Tem – appeared for the first time in the same

  volume as their stories.




  Raw Terror: An Anthology of Horror Stories edited by Ian Hunter featured twelve original stories by Adam Nevill, Mike Chinn and others.




  Self-published by Kurt Mitchell, the six original stories in Scratched from Dreams: A Small Collection of Stories were illustrated by Randy Broecker, Gary Gianni, Tom Gianni, Scott

  Gustafson, Douglas Klauba and the author himself.




  Not content with publishing more genre titles in the year than most mass-market imprints, or launching a new line of illustrated books, Peter and Nicky Crowther’s PS

  Publishing also added a new poetry imprint to its burgeoning portfolio: Stanza Press was launched at the World Horror Convention 2010 with five handsome hardcover volumes.




  Edited by Jo Fletcher, Off the Coastal Path: Dark Poems of the Seaside contained thirty new and reprint poems by Clark Ashton Smith, Donald Sidney-Fryer, Ray Bradbury, Tanith Lee, H.P.

  Lovecraft, Neil Gaiman, Brian Lumley, Ursula K. Le Guin, Joel Lane, Weldon Kees, William Hope Hodgson, T.M. Wright, John Gordon and many others. The book was illustrated with six appropriately

  spooky full-colour paintings by Ben Baldwin.




  Compiled and with introductions by Stephen Jones, The Complete Poems from Weird Tales series comprised three slim volumes: Hallowe’en in the Suburb & Others by H.P.

  Lovecraft, The Singer in the Mist & Others by Robert E. Howard and Song of the Necromancer & Others by Clark Ashton Smith, with artwork by Virgil Finlay, Gary Gianni and

  Smith, respectively.




  Also from Stanza, Not Quite Atlantis: A Selection of Poems was a retrospective collection of thirty-six poems by Donald Sidney-Fryer, with a Foreword by the poet and art by Les

  Edwards.




  Edited with an Introduction by Al Sarrantonio, Halloween: New Poems was an attractive, oversized hardcover from Cemetery Dance Publications containing forty-one original poems by Steve

  Rasnic Tem, Elizabeth Massie, T.M. Wright, Melanie Tem, Tom Piccirilli, Joe R. Lansdale, Tom Disch, Peter Crowther and many others, including the editor. Keith Minnion supplied the

  illustrations.




  Australia’s P’rea Press collected more than seventy of Richard L. Tierney’s poems in the hardcover Savage Menace and Other Poems of Horror, with a Preface by S.T. Joshi.

  Arranged and edited by Charles (“Danny”) Lovecraft and covering a span of nearly fifty years, more than a third of the poems were previously unpublished.




  From the same imprint, Leigh Blackmore’s Spores from Sharnoth and Other Madness was a revised and expanded chapbook of a 2008 collection of mostly Lovecraft-inspired verse. Limited

  to just fifty signed and numbered copies, S.T. Joshi once again supplied the Foreword.




  Published as a trade paperback by Anomalous Press, Diary of a Gentleman Diabolist collected seventy-eight quite short prose poems by Robin Spriggs, with an Introduction by publisher J.P.

  Fortner.




  Available from Yard Dog Press, Robin Wayne Bailey’s Zombies in Oz and Other Undead Musings collected sixteen zombie poems that were mostly parodies of more famous works.




  Nicholas Royle’s chapbook imprint Nightjar Press continued with Mark Valentine’s literary tale of creeping unease, A Revelation of Cormorants, along with

  Joel Lane’s Black Country, Alison Moore’s When the Door Closed, It Was Dark, and The Beautiful Room by R.B. Russell. Print runs ranged from 200 to 300 signed copies

  of each booklet.




  Produced for the World Horror Convention in Brighton to publicise Scott Edelman’s collection What Will Come After: The Complete Zombie Stories, PS Publishing’s thin chapbook

  No More Mr Nice Guy contained an additional short-short zombie story by the author.




  The Render of the Veils was another chapbook sampler from PS, designed to promote the imprint’s forthcoming revised edition of Ramsey Campbell’s Lovecraftian collection The

  Inhabitant of the Lake & Less Welcome Tenants. Besides the title story, the booklet featured a new Introduction by the author and an illustration by Randy Broecker.




  The Red House was a coming-of-age haunted house novella by David J. Thacker, published by Pendragon Press.




  Published by Gothic Press, Monsters and Victims was an unpleasant serial killer novella written from two different points of view by Charlie Bondhus. From the same imprint, Akin to

  Poetry: Observations on Some Strange Tales of Robert Aickman was a chapbook containing eight revised essays about the author by Philip Challinor, along with a Bibliography of the works

  discussed.




  Published by Tartarus Press for the Halifax Ghost Story Festival, held over Halloween, The Inner Room was a handsome chapbook limited to just 200 copies that reprinted Robert

  Aickman’s titular “strange story” from the imprint’s reissue of the author’s 1968 collection Sub Rosa. The booklet also included a brief biography of Aickman by

  R.B. Russell and a Bibliography of the author’s work.




  Peter Atkins and Glen Hirshberg’s The Rolling Darkness Review 2010: Curtain Call played two dates in Canada and another pair in Hollywood at the end of October. The musical/literary

  show featured the final performances of two ageing thespians and, as usual, Earthling Publications produced the attractive tie-in chapbook, which also included a story by James K. Moran.




  The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction embraced its new bi-monthly schedule with six substantive volumes packed with new fiction, reviews and columns. Some of the

  contributors included Dean Whitlock (the cleverly titled “Nanosferatu”), John Langan, Albert E. Cowdrey, Elizabeth Bourne, Aaron Schutz (“Dr Death vs. the Vampire”), Ian R.

  MacLeod, Fred Chappell, Richard Matheson (a nice new Twilight Zone-type story), Michael Swanwick, David Gerrold, Terry Bisson, Bruce Sterling, Alan Dean Foster and John Kessel.




  John Eggeling, Rick Norwood, Bud Webster, David Langford, the late F. Gwynplaine MacIntyre and Paul Di Filippo all contributed to F&SF’s “Curiosities” column, which

  continued to look at obscure or ignored books.




  Britain’s best magazine of horror, Andy Cox’s Black Static, produced six full-colour issues featuring fiction by Simon Kurt Unsworth, Lynda E. Rucker, Suzanne Palmer, John

  Shirley, Nicholas Royle, Steve Rasnic Tem, Joel Lane, Simon Clark, Lavie Tidhar, Paul Meloy and Sarah Pinborough, and Norman Prentiss, along with interviews with Alexandra Sokoloff, Sarah

  Pinborough, John Connolly, Adam Nevill and Stephen Jones, and the usual columns from Peter Tennant, Christopher Fowler, Stephen Volk and Mike O’Driscoll. Although Tony Lee’s excellent

  DVD reviews sometimes threatened to overwhelm the other contents, Black Static remained the UK’s leading all-round title dedicated to the genre.




  The magazine’s companion title, Interzone, also turned out six full-colour issues featuring stories by Jay Lake, Lavie Tidhar, Steve Rasnic Tem and Nina Allan, and interviews with

  Gene Wolfe, Connie Willis, Jeff VanderMeer and Jason Sanford, who had a special issue devoted to his work.




  The two issues of Richard Chizmar’s Cemetery Dance featured fiction by Al Sarrantonio, Thomas Tessier, Elizabeth Massie, Simon Clark, Peter Crowther, David B. Silva, Bentley Little

  (who was the subject of a special issue), Stephen King (an excerpt from Blockade Billy), Douglas Clegg, Simon Strantzas and Shaun Jeffrey, amongst others, along with the usual columns from

  Bev Vincent, Ed Gorman, Rick Hautala, Thomas F. Monteleone, Michael Marano, Don D’Auria, Ellen Datlow, Robert Morrish, Mark Sieber, Brian James Freeman, Scott Allie and Wayne Edwards.

  Interviewees included Sarrantonio, Crowther, Little, Freeman, Ronald Kelly, Ken Eulo, Steve Vernon and games producer Paul Mackman.




  Weird Tales also only managed two themed issues in 2010, one of those being a “Steampunk Spectacular” and the other devoted to “Uncanny Beauty”. Authors included

  Jay Lake, Catherynne M. Valente and Ian R. MacLeod, while there were interviews with Jesse Bullington and Cherie Priest, an article about pulp illustrator Margaret Brundage, and some truly terrible

  poetry.




  Having taken over Realms of Fantasy from Sovereign Media in 2009 and published six issues since, new publisher Warren Lapine sent out an open letter in May asking readers to support the

  title by renewing subscriptions. However, in October Lapine announced that he was closing the magazine, along with another title, Dreams of Decadence, due to the “terrible economic

  climate”. A month later, small press imprint Damnation Books purchased Realms of Fantasy, retaining the editorial staff.
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