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INTRODUCTION


About the course


The course you are studying is split into two units: Unit 1, Modern world studies in depth and the Local study, and Unit 2, the Outline study. There are four options in Unit 1.


Unit 1: Modern world studies in depth and the Local study


Unit 1 Section A: Modern world studies in depth






	Unit 1

	You will study this …

	… or this






	Section A: Modern world studies in depth

	Option 1: Life in Nazi Germany, 1933–45

	Option 2: Life in the United States of America, 1920–33







Unit 1 Section B: Local study






	Unit 1

	You will study this …

	… or this






	Section B: Local study

	Option 1: Changing Relations: Northern Ireland and its Neighbours, 1920–49

	Option 2: Changing Relations: Northern Ireland and its Neighbours, 1965–98







You only need to study two of the options, one from Section A and one from Section B.


Unit 2: Outline study


All of Unit 2 is compulsory: the topic you will study is International Relations, 1945–2003.


About the book


This book covers all of the options and units of your course.


Features


Each chapter in this book contains:





•  activities to help you understand and consolidate your knowledge



•  practice questions to help you refine the skills needed for your exam



•  revision tips to advise you on preparing for your exam



•  glossary terms, in bold and colour the first time they appear.





There is also a map on the opening page of each topic to help you get a sense of where places are.


Sources and interpretations


There are both sources (contemporary) and interpretations (non-contemporary) throughout the book to help you gain knowledge of key events and different viewpoints of them.





•  In the chapters covering Unit 1, there are both sources and interpretations: interpretations are in blue and they are called ‘Interpretations’ to show that they are not contemporary. Interpretations will not appear in your Unit 1 exam and you will only answer questions on sources in Unit 1, Section B.



•  In the chapters covering Unit 2, there are both sources and interpretations, but as you will answer questions on both in your Unit 2 exam, they are all called ‘sources’. However, the interpretations are still a different colour so you can identify them.





The examination


There are two papers in the examination. Paper 1 covers the Modern world studies in depth and the Local study, while Paper 2 focuses on the Outline study.


The layout of the papers is fairly straightforward. To begin, make sure that you are doing the right sections on the day of the exam.



Revision techniques



Everyone revises differently. For some people it is a matter of sitting at a desk; for others pacing up and down. While some people can work with music in the background, others require total silence. The bottom line is – there’s no single best way.


Whatever your revision style, there are a number of practical suggestions as to how you should approach revision and use your time:





•  Start your revision in plenty of time.



•  Organise a revision timetable for each section of the course.



•  Draw up a revision checklist that allows you to focus on the parts of the course that you are most concerned about.



•  Set yourself a target of material to cover in each session – for example, Nazi attempts to reduce unemployment – and stick to it.



•  Revise for short periods – 15–20 minutes, for example – and take breaks in between.



•  Review what you have covered at the end of the day and again the next day to make sure you have internalised the information.



•  Be open to using a range of ways of remembering material. For example, rhymes, mnemonics, coding and diagrams.



•  Look at the specimen papers on the CCEA website and use those questions to practise your exam skills.



•  Consult all relevant CCEA Mark Schemes and Chief Examiner’s Reports to see what you need to aim for and – more importantly – the mistakes to avoid.



•  Leave yourself enough time to revisit material that you have already revised closer to the time of the examination.





Sitting the examination


General points





•  Make sure you’re looking at the right questions. This is particularly relevant to the two Northern Ireland sections in Paper 1.



•  Look for all of the questions – some may be over the page. Don’t forget to check.



•  Follow the instructions on the front of the exam paper - and within each section.



•  Read each question carefully – ideally more than once.



•  Use a highlighter pen to emphasise key points/words in a question.



•  Answer the question that has been set – not the one you wish had been set.



•  Remember the connection between the amount of marks for each question, how many lines are given in the paper for you to write your answer, and how much you are expected to write (see tables below).



•  Stick rigidly to whatever dates are given in a question. You will get no marks for going beyond the dates given.



•  If you want to score strongly in each part of the examination, you must spend the appropriate amount of time on each question. Too much time spent on one section will mean too little left for others and will cost you significant amounts of marks.



•  Stay in the room for the full amount of time. You can’t get marks if you’re not there.






Timing



Here are suggested timings for each question part.


Paper 1: Section A






	Question

	Mark

	Suggested timing






	Question 1

	4 marks

	4 minutes






	Question 2

	6 marks

	5 minutes






	Question 3

	6 marks

	5–7 minutes






	Question 4

	8 marks

	10 minutes






	Question 5

	16 marks

	15–20 minutes







Paper 1: Section B






	Question

	Mark

	Suggested timing






	Question 1

	2 marks

	2–3 minutes






	Question 2

	4 marks

	5–6 minutes






	Question 3

	5 marks

	5–7 minutes






	Question 4

	6 marks

	6–8 minutes






	Question 5

	5 marks

	4 minutes






	Question 6

	18 marks

	20 minutes







Paper 2






	Question

	Mark

	Suggested timing






	Question 1

	4 marks

	5 minutes






	Question 2a

	4 marks

	5 minutes






	Question 2b

	2 marks

	3 minutes






	Question 3

	8 marks

	10 minutes






	Question 4

	16 marks

	20 minutes






	Question 5

	4 marks

	5 minutes






	Question 6

	22 marks

	25 minutes







Remember!





•  Your answers must demonstrate a detailed knowledge. This book provides you with the key facts on each topic. Learn these thoroughly!



•  Structure your answer. Most frequently a chronological framework will be the best way to achieve this.



•  Select appropriate facts to answer the question asked.



•  Many pupils lose marks by failing to identify all relevant information. Instead of writing a lot about one point, try to write less about a number of points.








UNIT 1



SECTION A: MODERN WORLD STUDIES IN DEPTH


Option 1 Life in Nazi Germany, 1933–45




[image: ]


This option focuses on the impact of the Nazi dictatorship on people’s lives in Germany, and on the effect of political, economic, social and racial forces in Germany at this time.


The opening years of the 1930s saw the rapid rise of Hitler to totalitarian power and the beginning of a police state. German workers, women and youth found their lives hugely changed as the Nazis imposed their ideas of Gleichschaltung and Volksgemeinschaft. The Jews, Roma and other minorities were persecuted.


During World War II, the Nazi state came under pressure and began to fail. Life became much harder for German people and opposition and resistance increased. The Nazis tried to implement their ‘final solution’ (genocide) for the Jews.


This option examines the following key areas:





•  Hitler takes political control, 1933–34



•  Control and opposition



•  Life for workers in Nazi Germany



•  Life for women and the family in Nazi Germany



•  Life for young people in Nazi Germany



•  Life for the Jewish community and minorities in Nazi Germany



•  Germany at war
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Map of Germany during this period








1 Hitler takes political control, 1933–34



Hitler’s appointment as Chancellor


Weimar Germany, 1919–33


The government of Germany in the 1920s was known as the ‘Weimar Republic’, after the town where the government was declared in 1919. It had a President, but real power was in the hands of an elected parliament, the Reichstag, which made the laws and guaranteed the German people’s political and religious rights and freedoms.


It was a weak government, constantly attacked by both the communists and by right-wing nationalist groups such as the Nazi Party (NSDAP) – a fascist organisation led by Adolf Hitler.


Hitler’s message was one of violence – he hated the Jews and the communists (whom he blamed for Germany’s defeat in the First World War), and vowed to make Germany into a great military power again. Hitler was backed by two paramilitary organisations – the 60,000-strong SA (Sturmabteilung) and the smaller SS (Schutzstaffel) – who intimidated and murdered his opponents.


The rise of the Nazis


The Nazi Party remained small and unpopular until 1929, when the Great Depression wrecked the German economy. The Nazi message of hate found a ready audience, particularly amongst the middle classes and farmers, whose businesses were going bankrupt. The number of Nazi seats in the Reichstag rose from 12 in 1928 to 230 in July 1932.


By January 1933, the Reichstag was hopelessly divided and, unable to run a stable government, the President, Paul von Hindenburg, and former Chancellor, Franz von Papen, offered Hitler the post of Chancellor in a coalition government. Von Hindenburg and von Papen hoped to use the Nazi deputies to gain a majority in the Reichstag, but believed they could control Hitler.


On 30 January 1933, Hitler accepted the post and von Hindenburg appointed him Chancellor.
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The SA celebrates on 30 January 1933 with a huge torch-lit procession, watched by large crowds of Nazi supporters giving the Nazi salute. Was Hitler certain of becoming a dictator at this point?





The removal of opposition


In order to gain total control over Germany, Hitler would have to overcome a number of obstacles. He would have to deal with the President, the Reichstag and the army, each of which could still prevent his rise to total power. In addition, there might be opposition from other parties, Germany’s state governments and the country’s trade union movement.


Hitler moved almost immediately to gain an overall majority in the Reichstag, calling new elections for 5 March 1933. If Hitler wanted to achieve a Nazi Party majority of seats, he would need to stop people voting for two of Germany’s main parties, the SPD (the moderate Social Democratic Party) and KPD (the communists). The Nazis attempted to achieve this in the following ways:





•  In early February a new law forbade newspapers and public meetings from criticising the Chancellor and his administration.



•  In the state of Prussia, which made up two thirds of the whole of Germany, leading Nazi Hermann Göring was made Minister of the Interior. He ensured that the SA was enrolled into the police and was used to disrupt opposition parties’ election campaigns.






The Reichstag Fire



It was the burning of the Reichstag building on 27 February that gave Hitler his best chance of destroying the KPD’s election campaign. Because a Dutch communist, Marinus van der Lubbe, was captured at the scene, the Nazis blamed the communists for the blaze and suggested that it could be the start of a communist rebellion.
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Revision tip


Questions 1 and 2 in the exam will be based on factual knowledge. What is a fact? How does it differ from an inference, an opinion and a judgement?
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The blaze was so convenient for Hitler that many people suspected that the Nazis were involved in setting the fire. Hitler used the fire to exploit President von Hindenburg’s fear of a communist takeover. He also persuaded the President to approve the Decree for the Protection of People and State. This new law, which remained in place for the duration of Nazi rule, gave the government the power to suspend many of the civil rights that had been guaranteed in the Weimar constitution. Essentially, the Decree restricted:





•  the right to speak freely



•  the right to meet or form groups for meetings



•  the right to print opinions in newspapers



•  and the right to send private post and have private phone conversations.





The new government lost no time in using its emergency powers and went on to imprison opponents, disrupt the election campaigns of opposition parties and intimidate left-wing voters.
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Source A Sefton Delmer, a British journalist, provides an account of Hitler’s reaction to the Reichstag Fire.


Twenty to thirty minutes after the fire was discovered, Hitler said to von Papen: ‘This is a God-given signal. If this fire, as I believe, turns out to be the handiwork of the Communists, then there is nothing that will stop us from crushing out the murderous pest with an iron fist.’ … That evening Hitler said to me, ‘God grant that this be the work of the Communists. You are witnessing the beginning of a new age in German history.’
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Activities





1  Explain what the following organisations were:







    •  the SPD


    •  the KPD


    •  the Reichstag


    •  the SA


    •  the SS.








2  What was the Decree for the Protection of People and State?



3  How did the Reichstag Fire help the Nazis?



4  Does Source A support, or not support, the claim that the Nazis started the Reichstag Fire?
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Berliners watch the Reichstag Fire in February 1933. Why was the burning of the Reichstag so frightening for German people?






The election of 5 March 1933



Held just six days after the Reichstag Fire, the 1933 election took place amidst an outpouring of Nazi propaganda and intimidation. In Prussia, Göring issued a ‘shooting decree’ which gave the police the right to shoot political protesters. Thousands of the KPD’s members and trade unionists were imprisoned and the SPD leaders fled the country.


Even so, when the results were declared, the Nazis had won only 288 seats (see Table 1). While this was far more than any other party, it was still not enough for an overall majority. The KPD managed to win 81 seats despite the government’s underhand tactics, while the SPD won a very respectable 120 seats.


However, with the support of 52 Nationalist Party deputies, the Nazis could now count on just over 50 per cent of the votes in the Reichstag. This left the Nazis in a stronger position within both the cabinet and the government.






	Party

	Seats

	Percentage






	Nazis (NSDAP)

	288


	45







	Social Democrats (SPD)

	120


	19







	Communists (KPD)

	81


	13







	Centre Party (ZP)

	74


	11







	Others

	84


	12








Table 1 Election results, March 1933.


The Enabling Act, 23 March 1933


Hitler, however, wanted even more power and moved to amend the constitution to allow the government to introduce laws without the Reichstag’s or President’s approval for a period of four years. Such a change to the constitution required the support of two-thirds of the Reichstag members present. However, at this point Hitler could count on the support of only 50 per cent of deputies.


To ensure his two-thirds majority, Hitler simply ensured that most of his opponents were not there to vote against the measure. He used the powers of the Decree for the Protection of People and State to ban the KPD, thus preventing the communists from voting against the new law. With the communist deputies now in jail, Hitler just needed the support of the Catholic Centre Party (ZP) to achieve the 66 per cent of votes needed. Its support was achieved by a promise to cancel the Decree for the Protection of People and State and an agreement to protect the rights of the Catholic Church within Germany.


The final vote was passed by 441 votes to 94 in March 1933. Only the Social Democrats bravely opposed the measure, despite the presence of SA and SS men chanting ‘We want the Enabling Act’ (Source B).
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Source B Extract from an account by a member of the SPD of the Reichstag meeting where the Enabling Act was passed, March 1933.


We tried to dam the flood of Hitler’s unjust accusations with interruptions of ‘No!’, ‘An error!’, ‘False!’ but that did us no good. The SA and SS people, who surrounded us in a semicircle along the walls of the hall, hissed loudly and murmured: ‘Shut up!’, ‘Traitors!’, ‘You’ll be strung up today’.
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Gleichschaltung



Hitler’s government might have been given sweeping powers for four years, yet within months it had eliminated most of the remaining political opposition in Germany. This was achieved by a process known as Gleichschaltung (a German word meaning ‘bringing into alignment’ – coordinating all aspects of life to fit in with Nazi ideals).


Gleichschaltung took the following forms:





•  In late March 1933 all of Germany’s state parliaments were closed down, then re-established with Nazi majorities.



•  In April 1933, Jews and other individuals that the Nazis regarded as their political enemies were removed from jobs in the legal profession and civil service. At the same time, key positions within Germany’s state governments were taken over by Nazis.



•  In May 1933, all trade unions were outlawed and replaced by a Nazi union, the DAF (German Labour Front).



•  Youth Clubs and initiatives such as Strength through Joy (or Kraft durch Freude, KdF) and Beauty of Labour (or Schönheit der Arbeit, SdA) tried to make the German people think like Nazis. (These organisations are discussed in more detail on page 18.)



•  In July 1933, the ‘Law against the Establishment of Political Parties’ made the Nazis the only legal political party.





In July 1933, therefore, Germany became a one-party state. However, by this stage there were few other parties to get rid of. The Social Democrats had already been outlawed, while the Centre Party had ceased to exist.


In November 1933, yet more Reichstag elections were held. This time the Nazis won 92 per cent of the vote.


In January 1934, Hitler introduced the Law for the Reconstruction of the State. This law abolished all of Germany’s state governments, apart from Prussia’s, which continued to be run by Hermann Göring, a key Nazi leader.
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Activities





1  What was the Enabling Act?



2  How did Hitler manage to get the Enabling Act passed by the Reichstag?



3  Explain Gleichschaltung.



4  Why did Hitler want to control Germany’s state governments?
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The SA moves to occupy trade union buildings in Berlin on 2 May 1933. How would closing down the trade unions increase Hitler’s power?






The threat from Röhm and the SA



Hitler’s position was still under threat; however, now the danger came from the SA, commanded for the last two years by Ernst Röhm, one of Hitler’s longest-serving co-workers. Under Röhm’s leadership the SA had expanded to over two million members (some historians say 4.5 million).


Röhm was one of the more left-wing members of the Nazi Party. He believed that Hitler’s takeover would be followed by a ‘second revolution’, in which the authority of Germany’s economic old guard and the army would be crushed and the SA would become Germany’s new army. Röhm now wanted this second revolution to start. His plans worried the German Army, which looked down on the SA as a group of thugs and made clear its displeasure to Hitler.


This concerned Hitler because:





•  He feared the Army. It was the only group that could stop his achievement of dictatorship.



•  He needed the Army to implement his foreign policy aims. Many in the army high command supported these aims.





Röhm was also opposed by other leading Nazis such as Heinrich Himmler (head of the SS) and Hermann Göring (Source A). They believed that the SA leader had become too big for his boots and they tried to convince Hitler that Röhm was disloyal and that aspects of his private life, such as his open homosexuality, were inappropriate for a leading Nazi.


The Night of the Long Knives


Hitler finally moved against the SA on the night of 30 June 1934, an event that became known as the ‘Night of the Long Knives’. Anyone he suspected of preventing his achievement of dictatorship was executed. Key SA leaders, including Röhm, were arrested and executed.


Estimates vary widely, but it is believed that around 100–200 people were killed on this night. Hitler’s achievement of dictatorship took another step forward. The Nazis justified the actions that they had taken by claiming that they had prevented an SA putsch (revolution) from taking place. On 3 July, the government approved a law stating that: ‘the measures taken on 30 June and 1 and 2 July to suppress the acts of high treason are legal, being necessary for the self-defense of the state.’ Both the Army leadership and President von Hindenburg spoke of their appreciation for the actions that Hitler had taken.
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Source A Extract from a speech by Hermann Göring, 18 June 1934.


It does not lie with us to say if a second revolution is necessary. The first revolution was ordered by the Leader and finished by him. If the Leader wishes a second revolution, we stand tomorrow, if he wants us, in the streets. If he wishes no further action we will suppress everyone who wants to make a second revolution against the wishes of the Leader.
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A British cartoon from 1934 commenting on the Night of the Long Knives; the caption states ‘They salute with both hands now’. How did the Night of the Long Knives increase Hitler’s power?






The death of von Hindenburg: Hitler becomes Führer



With the SA threat gone, von Hindenburg was the only person standing in Hitler’s way as he moved towards dictatorship. Yet any threat that the elderly President might have posed proved very short-lived, as von Hindenburg died on 2 August 1934. A day earlier, a new law had been passed, which merged together the jobs of President and Chancellor and replaced both with the all-powerful position of Führer and Reich Chancellor.


The army now showed its thanks to Hitler for the removal of the SA threat by swearing an oath of personal loyalty to the Führer. Previously, soldiers had promised their loyalty to the constitution. In this new oath, each soldier promised to completely obey Adolf Hitler, the Führer of the German nation. From this point on the army’s fate was totally linked to Hitler’s.


Shortly after Hitler became Führer, the German people were asked to vote in a plebiscite to indicate their approval for Hitler’s new position. Forty-three million Germans – almost 90 per cent of those who voted – agreed with the actions that the Führer had taken.


Little more than 18 months after his appointment as a relatively weak Chancellor, Hitler had turned Germany into a totalitarian state. What was most remarkable was that most of the revolutionary changes introduced had been implemented legally, using the powers granted by the 1933 Enabling Act.
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Activity





1  Who were:







    •  Paul von Hindenburg


    •  Franz von Papen


    •  Ernst Röhm?








2  Explain the German word Führer.



3  Why did the Night of the Long Knives take place?



4  Create a timeline to describe the sequence of events that led to Hitler declaring himself Germany’s Führer.
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Revision tip


The following were all factors helping Hitler take control of Germany in 1933: Reichstag Fire; 1933 election; Enabling Act; Gleichschaltung; Abolition of Trade Unions; Law against the Establishment of Political Parties; Night of the Long Knives.


You need to be prepared for a question which suggests that ANY of the factors was the most important, and then asks whether you agree.
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Practice questions





1  How did Hitler use the Enabling Act to help him consolidate his power?



2  ‘Hitler achieved power in Germany by one means only: the use of terror.’ Do you agree? Explain your answer.
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2 Control and opposition



The creation of the police state


Just in case anyone was still resisting Nazism and its ideas, Germany’s security and justice systems also came under increasing Nazi control.


Himmler, the SS and the Gestapo


Following the destruction of the SA (see page 6) Heinrich Himmler’s SS took over responsibility for police, security and intelligence in Germany, and the enforcing of Nazi race rules.


The SS had three main branches:





•  The Kripo (Kriminalpolizei) who carried out general policing duties.



•  The Gestapo (GEheime STAatsPOlizei – the secret state police) which had responsibility for hunting down the Nazis’ opponents, who became known as ‘enemies of the state’. The Gestapo Law of 1936 put the Gestapo above the law; they could do whatever they wanted in the line of duty. The Gestapo also had the right of imprisonment without trial (custody), which affected thousands of people during Hitler’s rule, who simply disappeared.



•  The SD (Sicherheitsdienst) was the intelligence arm of the SS; headed by Himmler’s ‘trainee’ Reinhard Heydrich, it monitored the security of the Reich.





Potential SS members were trained in ‘Junker Schools’ to be ruthless and cruel, and were told that they were the ‘master race’ and the forces of light. They were taught total unquestioning loyalty, which is why they formed Hitler’s personal bodyguard, and why SS officers were always used to carry out massacres and illegal actions.


In 1935, Himmler conducted a purge to get rid of unfit officers, alcoholics and homosexual people, and members who could not prove that they did not have Jewish ancestors. Even so, there were almost a quarter of a million members of the SS in 1939.


As a result of his total control of Germany’s police and security forces, Himmler had immense power within Nazi Germany; his power continued to grow until the final months of World War II. Some historians have argued that the SS became so powerful that it became a ‘state within a state’.


The law courts


The judicial system also came under state control. The aim was to ensure that the legal system did not protect those the state wanted to punish. After Germany’s law courts found a number of communists not guilty of setting the Reichstag Fire in 1933, a furious Hitler set up a special People’s Court in 1934 which would give the ‘right’ verdict on those accused of crimes against the state. Trials had Nazi judges, no juries, and defendants were often simply accused and not allowed to defend themselves.


It is estimated that in the period up to 1939, the judicial system sentenced nearly a quarter of a million Germans found guilty of political crimes to more than 600,000 years in prison.


Concentration camps


The Decree for the Protection of People and State allowed for opponents to be arrested and placed in ‘protective custody’ in newly constructed concentration camps, the first of which was established at Dachau in the state of Bavaria in March 1933. By mid-1934, these camps were being run by a part of the SS known as the Death’s Head Units. Those imprisoned had to endure extremely harsh conditions.


While most early inmates of concentration camps were political prisoners, before long other groups (minorities such as Jews, communists, gypsies, homosexual people, alcoholics and prostitutes) suffered internment.


The impact of the Police State


The Nazis controlled everything at every level – from area leaders to the local group leaders and wardens of a street or block of flats. Everybody was watched.


The Nazis sought to create a people’s community (Volksgemeinschaft). Here – alongside charity and neighbourliness – people were taught that their primary duty was loyalty to the German state and to its Führer.


One result of this was that informers reported troublemakers to the Gestapo. Germans could find themselves signing papers giving the Gestapo permission to take them into prison for ‘crimes’ as minor as anti-Nazi graffiti, owning a banned book, or saying business was bad. This – given the brutal torture which accompanied being questioned by the Gestapo – made people terrified to speak out. Germans learned to ‘speak through a flower’ (say only nice things about the government), even with their closest friends. Who knew who might be the informer in their midst?


Even more terrifyingly, the Nazis believed in ‘clan responsibility’: if one member of the family broke the law, all the family was guilty and could be punished. This made it all but impossible to organise any opposition to the Nazis.


The impact on people’s lives was huge. Many non-Nazi officials were arrested; those who did not ‘disappear’ lost their jobs and ended up in poverty.
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Cover of the 3 December 1936 edition of Illustrierter Beobachter (Illustrated Observer), the Nazi Party’s illustrated weekly magazine, which carried that week a report on the concentration camp at Dachau. Why do you think the Nazis were so open about the existence of the concentration camps?





All opposition was crushed. In the tiny rural village of Oberschopfheim, when the local Young Men’s Club clashed with the Hitler Youth in 1935, its leaders were arrested and the SS conducted a house-to-house search of the village for non-Nazi flags and emblems.


Did German people live in fear? They did not trust their neighbours and worried when they forgot to say ‘Heil Hitler’. But most Germans approved of the elimination of the ‘enemies of the state’ – it actually made them feel safer. Most people joined the Nazi Party, left ‘political matters’ to the government, followed the new rules, and got on with their lives.




[image: ]


Source A Hans Leidler’s story was told by the American historian WS Allen (1965). Leidler was a member of the SPD and of the Reichsbanner (the paramilitary wing of the SPD). He lost his job as a railway worker and was refused unemployment pay. Local employers were too frightened to give him work. His house was searched by the Gestapo more than 20 times.


An unknown man knocked at Leidler’s door and asked for him by name. Leidler took him in. It was raining and the man was wet. The man showed Leidler a Reichsbanner membership book and told him that he was a fugitive [runaway] from the Gestapo. He told Leidler that the Reichsbanner had risen in the Ruhr and was fighting the Nazis. Did Leidler have any weapons? Could he supply the names of any loyal Reichsbanner men in the area?


Leidler answered ‘no’ to each question and added, ‘I’m through, I’ve had the sh*t kicked out of me. All I can do is put you up overnight and feed you, which I’d do for any human being on a night like this’.


In the morning, after breakfast, the man went to the door and, just before he left, turned his lapel back and showed Leidler an SS button. Then he left wordlessly.
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Activities





1  What was Volksgemeinschaft, and what was its purpose?



2  What was the Gestapo?



3  What is a police state?



4  Explain the different ways that Source A is evidence of the Nazi Police State.



5  Was the police state successful in eliminating opposition to the Nazi government?





[image: ]






Propaganda and censorship



Goebbels and Nazi ideas


One of the easiest ways of ensuring obedience was by getting people to support the new government. This was the job of Dr Josef Goebbels, Minister for Popular Enlightenment and Propaganda. To help him in this task, Goebbels established the Reich Chamber of Culture. Goebbels’ work was as much about stopping harmful culture (Source B) as about promoting Nazi values and ideas.


The Ministry of Propaganda


One of the most impressive propaganda methods the Nazis used was the annual Nuremberg rallies. Light, sound and costume were used to create an awe-inspiring atmosphere among crowds of up to half a million people. Other small-scale rallies and festivals were held throughout the year in order to glorify Germany, Hitler (for example, on his birthday), or other Nazi anniversaries. Nazi propaganda efforts probably reached their height with the spectacle of the 1936 Olympic Games, which were held in Berlin.
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Source B Nazi Minister Albert Speer comments on the importance of radio for Nazi propaganda.


Through technical devices like the radio and the loudspeaker, 80 million people were deprived of independent thought. It was thereby possible to subject them to the will of one man.
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The Propaganda Ministry also undertook a wave of censorship in the cinema, theatre, music and literature as it tried to ensure that all culture reflected Nazi thinking. A 1934 law against malicious gossip outlawed anti-Nazi stories and jokes. Exhibitions of ‘degenerate’ art were organised, showing people the ‘bad’ work of modern artists such as George Grosz and Otto Dix. Unacceptable music such as jazz was condemned. The writings of over 2500 authors were banned (in May 1933, 20,000 books by banned authors were burned in Berlin). Propaganda films such as The Eternal Jew were produced to portray the Jewish race in a negative way. And listening to foreign radio broadcasts was also made illegal.
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The Nuremberg rally of 1936. What might be the effect of rallies like this on the participants?





Hitler in his book, Mein Kampf (1925), had praised the power of propaganda to control the masses (whose perception he held to be ‘extremely limited and weak’). Control of the media was therefore a key Nazi aim. This was achieved in a variety of ways:





•  Most newspapers were bought up by Eher Verlag, the Nazi publishers. By 1939, the Nazis owned 69 per cent of the newspaper titles in circulation. Newspapers that printed stories the regime disapproved of were shut down.



•  The Editors’ Law held editors responsible for the content of their newspapers – editors went to a daily Propaganda Ministry briefing to be told what to print. Only journalists that were approved by the government could work in the media.



•  Posters used powerful images and slogans to convey Nazi messages.



•  The Nazis took control of all radio stations while foreign radio stations could not be picked up. Efforts were made to persuade Germans to buy cheap ‘people’s receivers’ radios made by the Reich Radio Company. These could only pick up Nazi broadcasts. By 1939, 70 per cent of households owned one, the highest percentage of radio ownership for any country in the world.



•  Loudspeakers were erected in public places and in workplaces.



•  Propaganda films were produced. Some (like Triumph of the Will, about the 1934 Nuremberg rally) tried to inspire people with the Nazi message, but others – such as The Eternal Jew, 1940 – just promoted hatred.
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Activities





1  Who was in charge of propaganda in the Nazi government?



2  What was Eher Verlag?



3  What were the Nuremberg Rallies?



4  Why was propaganda so important to the Nazi state?



5  Construct a spider diagram to show the different ways that the Nazis tried to control the German people. Add notes to your spider diagram to show how these different ways worked together to keep the German people under Nazi control.
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The impact of propaganda and censorship on the German people


It is difficult to decide the extent to which ordinary Germans believed Nazi ideas.


Some historians suggest that the Nazi government failed to establish a new Nazi Volksgemeinschaft and that some propaganda – for example, Nazi attacks on the Church – backfired.


Other historians have suggested that Nazi propaganda was successful when it appealed to values many Germans already possessed: nationalism, anti-Semitism and admiration for Hitler’s leadership (the so-called ‘Hitler Myth’).


The Nazis realised that young people were more impressionable than the old (Source C). They were able to create a generation of people so fanatically loyal that they fought to the bitter end in World War II.


Also, recent studies have suggested that many Germans simply closed their ears to anything which presented the government in a bad light (to political opponents, to the Jews) – they knew what was going on but chose to ignore it. If this is true, Nazi propaganda can be said have been highly effective, because it persuaded the German people to allow the Nazis to implement their policies.
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Source C Hitler, speaking in 1933.


When an opponent says, ‘I will not come over to your side’, I calmly say, ‘Your child belongs to us already … you will pass on. Your descendants, however, now stand in the new camp. In a short time they will know nothing else but this new community.
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Revision tip


Make sure you are able to identify all the different methods of propaganda and censorship, and to explain for each how and why they were so successful.
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Opposition to Hitler and the Nazis



The extent of support for the Nazis


Although the Nazi police state greatly affected opposition to the Nazi regime, this did not mean that every German person supported them. One historian has argued that if your measure of extent of support is whether the German people were totally absorbed into a Nazi Volksgemeinschaft, then the Nazis failed. Working class Germans, in particular, never totally accepted Nazi ideals, and neither did the Churches. Overall, however, he says, if you are just looking at what the Nazis achieved, then the Nazi Volksgemeinschaft was very successful. Although individuals might have grumbled about aspects of the Nazi state, in general there was no organised opposition to the regime until the start of World War II.


It is debatable how much the Nazi government affected people’s lives. Elections were controlled. People were forced to be obedient and patriotic. There was no freedom of speech. If you opposed the Nazi regime or belonged to one of the minority groups it persecuted, your life would be very difficult, to say the least.


On the other hand, most Germans at every level willingly went along with the regime: some actively believed in their policies and supported them, while others put on a show of supporting them because they were scared to oppose them.


Studies have shown that:





•  The Nazis were hugely popular in rural Protestant areas.



•  Many lower middle class people – small businessmen and shopkeepers – were pro-Nazi.



•  The Nazis were less likely to be supported by the urban working classes and the unemployed.



•  The young, recruited into the fun, adventure and comradeship of the Hitler Youth, were most likely to be keen Nazis.





Undoubtedly the fact that several hundred thousand Germans ended up being imprisoned for political crimes would have had a significant impact on the willingness of Germans to speak out against the regime. Nevertheless, it is clear that, in the years 1933–39, the vast majority of Germans were happy at least to accept their new government and Führer.
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Source D Report from an exiled SPD member, writing in 1936.


Hitler succeeds in simply everything, it is said, and hopes which had not quite been buried for a fall of the regime are again deeply disappointed.
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Activities


Find evidence from pages 2-12 to explain the comments in source D.
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‘One People, One Empire, One Führer’: a propaganda poster from 1938. Does this poster prove Hitler was all-powerful?






Opposition from the churches



Given the country’s long tradition of Christianity, Hitler knew that it would be almost impossible to destroy Germany’s different Churches; however, he was determined to limit their influence as much as possible.


Overall, the Nazis were relatively successful in their aim of undermining the influence of Germany’s Churches. Although a number of individual clerics spoke out against aspects of the regime, by and large the Churches as organisations remained more concerned about ensuring their survival.


The Catholic Church


In July 1933, a special agreement (The Concordat) was signed with the Catholic Church. The Church agreed not to involve itself in German politics; in return it was permitted to continue to run its own services, schools and youth groups for young people.


Initially, this arrangement worked well, but by 1936 some of its terms – particularly those guaranteeing the rights of Catholic organisations such as youth groups – were being ignored. In 1937, therefore, Pope Pius XI responded by condemning the Nazi regime, whilst later some German Church leaders such as Bishop von Galen of Münster spoke out strongly and successfully against Nazi policies (see page 42).


The Lutheran Church


The Protestant (Lutheran) Church was split over its attitude to Nazism. Pro-Nazi Lutherans were known as ‘the German Christians’ and their aim was to control all Germany’s Protestants. Their symbol was a cross with the swastika at its centre and their version of the Bible was altered to omit many references to Jews. The German Christians were led by Ludwig Müller, who became the first Reich Bishop in July 1933.


In 1934, those Lutherans who disagreed with Nazism set up the rival ‘Confessional Church’. One of their leaders was Pastor Martin Niemöller who was arrested by the Nazis in 1937 and sent to Dachau concentration camp (see page 42).


Nazi religion


The Nazis also tried to create their own Church, the ‘German Faith Movement’. Its beliefs owed much more to medieval and even occult values (such as worship of the sun and the old Viking religions) and the Hitler Myth than to the ideas of Christianity. Hitler hoped that it would draw people away from their loyalty to Christianity, but it had only around 200,000 followers and Hitler was forced to deal with the established churches.


Opposition from young people


Many young Germans loved the Nazi Youth organisation, the Hitler Youth. However, not all young people supported the Nazi regime.


Before 1933, the Social Democrat and Communist Parties had youth wings, and these continued (as ‘Friends of Nature’ hiking clubs) until 1936, when the government made it compulsory to join the Hitler Youth movement – although many German youths (maybe as many as a million) avoided this by simply not attending.


Some young people rebelled against the Hitler Youth by forming their own groups. One group, Swing Youth, grew their hair long and danced to jazz. Another group, the Edelweiss Pirates, wore checked shirts, shorts, white socks and a lapel pin of the edelweiss flower – they hung around in parks and committed acts of vandalism.


However, until World War II, few young Germans actively opposed the government politically. Most were just being rebellious teenagers who did not want to be told how to behave. One exception was the Leipzig Hounds (1937), a communist group who listened to Moscow radio.
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Activity





1  What steps did the Nazis take to control the Catholic and Lutheran Churches?



2  Which youth groups opposed Hitler Youth and why?



3  Use evidence from pages 8–13 to fill out the following table identifying the extent of support for the Nazi regime:









	German people supported the Nazi regime by choice

	German people were forced to support the Nazi regime
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Practice questions





1  Describe two ways that the Nazis tried to control the German churches between 1933 and 1937.



2  How did propaganda affect the German people between 1933 and 1937?
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Examination practice for Life in Nazi Germany, 1933–45


This page provides guidance on how to answer questions 1 and 2 in the exam.


Question 1


Below is a list of people linked with control and opposition in Nazi Germany.






	Heinrich Himmler

	Clemens von Galen

	Marinus van der Lubbe

	Baldur von Schirach

	Claus von Stauffenberg







Match each person to the correct description and write your answer in the space provided. The first one has been done for you.






	Leader of the SS and Gestapo


	Heinrich Himmler

	[1]






	Army officer involved in a plot to kill Hitler

	__________

	[1]






	Catholic Bishop who opposed Nazi policies

	__________

	[1]






	Leader of the Hitler Youth

	__________

	[1]






	Dutch communist accused of setting the Reichstag on fire

	__________

	[1]







Guidance


First, enter the answers you know. After that, you should be able to figure out the remaining answers. While being accurate, do this question as quickly as you can.


Question 2


Describe two methods used by the Nazi Police State to hunt down opponents.


[3+3]


Guidance


You should be looking to spend about five minutes on this question. Remember that it does not need a long answer. You need to identify two ways and describe them both: your description needs to be as detailed as possible within the time allowance you have.


Follow the steps below for each part of the answer.
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STEP 1a


Think of a method.
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Example


One method the Nazis hunted down opponents was the Gestapo.
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STEP 1b


Fully describe the method with a detailed sentence.
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Example


Gestapo agents hunted down and arrested ‘enemies of the state’ – though informers identified troublemakers for them.
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STEP 2a


Think of another method.
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Example


A second method the Nazis hunted down opponents was the SD.
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STEP 2b


Fully describe the method with a detailed sentence.
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Example


The SD was the intelligence arm of the SS who were trained in ‘Junker Schools’ to be ruthless and cruel.
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3 Life for workers in Nazi Germany



Nazi attempts to reduce unemployment


Hitler realised that the German economy had to be a focus of his attention for two reasons:





1  The Depression had created great hardship and political instability, so he would have to sort it out if he wanted to stay in power.



2  He wanted to go to war and make Germany great again, and that meant constructing a strong war economy.





In March 1933, the respected economist Dr Hjalmar Schacht became President of the Reichsbank. Within a year he had been appointed Minister of Economics. Schacht’s 1934 New Plan, which was introduced to deal with a trade deficit, oversaw the revival of the German economy by traditional methods:





•  Introducing massive cuts to welfare spending.



•  Imposing limits on imports.



•  Trade agreements with other countries.



•  Government spending on key industries.





Under Schacht’s guidance, the German economy recovered. However, by 1936 Hitler was pressurising him to increase spending on military resources and, unwilling to do this, Schacht resigned in 1937.


The Four-Year Plan


Despite his total lack of economic expertise, Hermann Göring was the man Hitler appointed to create an economy that was ‘ready for war’. In 1936, he introduced the Four-Year Plan. One of its key aims was to ensure in advance of any future conflict that Germany had become an Autarky: that it would be able to survive by itself economically.


The Four-Year Plan introduced a range of strategies to ensure autarky:





•  New factories were constructed and industries placed under strict government control.



•  The amount of goods imported by Germany was cut.



•  Higher targets were set for the production of essential materials such as oil, rubber and steel.



•  Industries were encouraged to develop artificial substitutes for raw materials, particularly rubber and oil.



•  A programme of inventions was started to try to reduce imports, notably the development of synthetic fibres and genetic research on plants.



•  Targets were imposed for the production of foodstuffs. The Reich Food Estate, which all farmers had to join, provided very strict guidelines on what and how much should be produced.
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This 1937 school textbook describes the key infrastructure of Das Dritte Reich (‘The Third Empire’). Use the pictures to make a list of the issues which the Nazis claimed were their economic priorities.






Reducing unemployment



Reducing Germany’s massive levels of unemployment was one of Hitler’s biggest challenges. ‘Within four years,’ he promised, ‘unemployment must be decisively overcome’. The Nazis introduced a number of policies to tackle unemployment. The Nazis’ vote had increased partly as a result of their promises to get Germans back to work. At first glance it would seem that he was largely successful, with only 300,000 Germans listed as being without work by 1939.


Targeted groups


Many people, especially professional women and Jews, were forced from the workplace and their jobs were then given to those who were unemployed. Neither of these groups was then counted as ‘unemployed’.


Conscription and rearmament


The introduction of conscription (forced recruitment into the army) in 1935 had a significant impact on unemployment levels through the creation of new jobs. In 1933, there were 100,000 jobs in the German Army. By 1939, there were 1.4 million.


As Germany prepared for war, through the New and Four-Year plans (see page 15), thousands more jobs were created in the armament military weapons and equipment and associated industries (such as steel and coal).


Public works


The Reinhard Programme of June 1933 – named after the Nazi Secretary of State for Finance – was a massive one billion-marks programme of public works, to build autobahns (the German motorways), waterways and railways. A second Programme was announced in September 1933, which gave tax incentives for construction projects in rural areas and for house-building in towns.


A fifth of government spending on public works was on the autobahns and work began on 15 autobahns with 15,000 workers.
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Revision tip


It is important that you are able to explain the differences between the New Plan and the Four-Year Plan, and the different steps the Nazis took to reduce unemployment. You also need to be able to explain whether or not Hitler was successful in making Germany into an Autarky.
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The National Labour Service (RAD)


The scale of existing public work schemes was increased with the establishment in 1934 of the National Labour Service (Reichsarbeitsdienst – RAD).


The RAD, which brought together similar schemes begun by earlier governments, was a compulsory national civic service scheme. Conscripts were clothed in military-style uniforms and were housed in army-style barracks. They drilled with spades, trained like soldiers and worked a 76-hour week. While no wages were paid, workers did receive their food and a small amount of spending money in return for providing cheap labour for state infrastructure programmes. They built schools, hospitals and motorways. Six-month membership of the RAD for all men aged 18–25 became compulsory in 1935. Members were removed from the unemployment register.


The Government also introduced the Reich Nature Protection Act (1935) to plant trees and prevent cruelty to animals.
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A RAD work contingent march to work. Why are they carrying their spades like rifles?
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Activities





1  What was the New Plan? How successful was it?



2  Create a spider diagram showing the key elements of the Four-Year Plan.



3  How did conscription and rearmament help create jobs?



4  What did the National Labour Service (RAD) do to reduce unemployment?



5  Why was it so important for the Nazis to reduce unemployment in Germany?
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The impact and effectiveness of Nazi actions to reduce unemployment



Nazi economic successes


At first glance, it would seem that the Nazis were largely successful in their attempts to reduce unemployment. In 1933, the unemployment rate had been 26 per cent; in 1939 it was below 1 per cent.


The Reinhard Programme built 1.8 million new apartments in the years 1933–39, and employment in construction rose from only 666,000 to more than 2 million in 1933–36.


By 1941, at a cost of 6.6 billion marks, the system of autobahns had reached 4,000 kilometres, including 9,000 bridges. Knowing the propaganda value of this, Hitler called himself ‘Father of the autobahn’.


The failure of Autarky


The Nazis were less successful, however, in their efforts to achieve Autarky, or become economically self-sufficient. By 1939, Germany was still importing over one-third of the natural resources essential to its economy. It had become clear that the only way to make its economy self-sufficient would be to conquer other countries and so gain complete access to their natural resources.


Ultimately, the Nazis wrecked, not rescued, the German economy.





•  The switch of production to munitions and rearmament weakened the economy.



•  To pay for the rearmament and public works programmes, the Nazis printed 12 billion marks of ‘Mefo bills’ (a way of paying without borrowing). This created inflation and by 1939 the economy was in crisis. Some historians have suggested that Hitler had to go to war in 1939 to head off an economic collapse.



•  Food prices rose, there was a ‘nutritional crisis’ in northern Germany in the 1930s and the death rate actually rose in 1933–38.





At the same time, Nazi propaganda promises failed to materialise, although Nazi Party members got good jobs, houses and special privileges, and businessmen who joined the Nazi Party got government orders.
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One side effect of Autarky was a barrage of propaganda on German housewives from the Domestic Economy department. This is a poem for housewives about approved foods – potatoes, fish, cheese, preserves, cabbage – in the Kraft durch Freude magazine, 1938.
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Activities





1  What were Mefo bills?



2  Why was Autarky so important to the Nazi government?



3  How did the Nazis try to achieve Autarky and how successful were they?
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Nazi attempts to change the lives of workers



Changing the mind set of Germany’s urban workers was a key aspect of Nazi Volksgemeinschaft, and the Nazis introduced three organisations to try to accomplish this.


The German Labour Front (DAF)


Hitler was afraid that trade unions – which had proved challenging during the years of the Weimar Republic – could interfere with his plans, so in May 1933 they were outlawed. At the same time, taking industrial action (striking) to obtain better pay and conditions was declared illegal.


Instead, the Unions were replaced by the German Labour Front (Deutsche Arbeitsfront – DAF), a Nazi workers’ organisation. It was led by Dr Robert Ley, who promised the workers that it would look after them as well as the unions had done (Source A). Within two years all workers – more than 20 million people – were members.


In Germany in 1928, 20 million days’ work was lost to strikes; in 1939 there were none.
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Source A Robert Ley speaking about the DAF, May 1933.


For we know that without the German worker there is no German nation … Workers, I swear to you we shall not only preserve everything that exists, we shall build up even further the protection of the worker’s rights.
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The Beauty of Labour (SdA)


A branch of the DAF, the ‘Beauty of Labour’ (Schönheit der Arbeit – SdA) was set up to encourage workers to be proud of their work. Essentially a propaganda department, it ran campaigns to improve working conditions through, for example, better lighting, washing facilities or noise reduction.


The Government discouraged heavy drinking and alcoholics were sent to concentration camps. It was also the first government in the world to realise that smoking caused cancer and to introduce regular screening of women for breast cancer.


Strength through Joy (KdF)


The Nazis were also keen to ensure that their workers were happy outside the workplace. Therefore ‘Strength through Joy’ (Kraft durch Freude – KdF) was established in November 1933 to improve workers’ free time and offer incentives.


The KdF provided workers’ picnics, cheap cinema and theatre tickets and organised a broad range of sporting activities. Cheap holidays were arranged, including trips abroad and Mediterranean cruises, as a reward for hard work. These brought fun into workers’ lives and made them feel valued. A huge holiday camp with 10,000 family rooms was built at Prora on the Baltic Sea for German workers to get some ‘true relaxation’ – by which the Nazis meant sun, sport and propaganda.


The flagship KdF scheme was a savings scheme to own a car, the Volkswagen (people’s car), by contributing five Marks each week (until 750 Marks had been paid).
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Activity


Match up the following organisations and definitions:






	


1  The DAF



2  The KdF



3  The SdA





	


A  Set up to offer incentives during workers’ free time



B  Set up to replace trades unions



C  Set up to encourage workers to take pride in their work
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A 1933 poster encouraging workers to join the DAF. The German slogans mean: ‘At that time as today … we remain comrades’. All Nazi posters carry subliminal messages – what is this poster trying to brainwash the people to believe?






The impact and effectiveness of Nazi actions on the lives of workers



While the DAF was meant to represent the workers in discussions with their employers, it tended to side with employers and workers found their freedoms restricted (for example, their ability to move to better-paid jobs or leave their jobs) and their working hours increased (Source B).


Wages and prices


In 1939, after six years of Nazi government, it was employers who came out the clear winners with their real incomes (i.e. the ‘spending’ power of people’s incomes, taking account of rises in prices) increased by 130 per cent. Ordinary workers, whose wages had been slashed during the 1929–33 Depression, did not see real wages recover to pre-Depression levels until 1938.


Nevertheless, for most Germans, incomes improved steadily, whilst prices grew only slowly (and actually fell for goods such as electrical appliances, clocks and watches), so real wages rose by 20 per cent under the Nazis.


Working conditions also improved in some ways. For instance, many workplaces introduced showers, canteens and crèches. But no German citizen ever received a Volkswagen car and the war broke out before the Prora holiday camp had seen a single visitor.


There were also some improvements in welfare, notably for mothers and children, and the government provided universal health care, job protection, rent controls and low taxes. The Nazis doubled the amount of paid holiday, from three days to six days a year. However, as money was poured into rearmament, a number of public facilities declined. There were reductions, for instance, in the number both of hospital beds and of doctors per head of population.
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Source B Government statement on the role of the DAF, November 1933.


The high aim of the Labour Front is to educate all Germans who are at work to support the National Socialist State and to indoctrinate them in the National Socialist mentality.
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Revision tip


There is a danger, if you are asked how Nazi labour policies affected German workers, only to list the organisations – DAF, SdA, KdF – and say what they did.


You must also explain how the workers’ lives were affected by these organisations.
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Practice questions





1  Describe two ways in which the lives of German workers changed between 1933 and 1939.



2  ‘The Nazis’ attempts to improve life for Germany’s workers were successful.’ Do you agree? Explain your answer.
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This poster advertises the DAF and KdF. What is its message? Compare this poster to the DAF poster on page 18.








4 Life for women and the family in Nazi Germany



Nazi views of women and the family


Aryan ideals


The Nazi treatment of women grew out of the Nazi idea that the German people were descended from a perfect ‘Aryan’ race – a ‘Master Race’ which was strong, blond, white-skinned and noble – but which had been ‘contaminated’ by ‘impure blood’. In the 1930s, many scientists believed in eugenics (the idea of applying selective breeding methods to people). The Nazis therefore sought to re-establish the purity of the German people by making Aryan-type women (and stopping ‘degenerates’) have more babies.


Therefore, the main role of Germany’s women was to produce as many racially pure children as possible in pursuit of the Master Race.
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The Aryan Family, a painting by Wolfgang Willrich. Identify ten ways this family represents the Nazi ideal.





Employment


In Weimar Germany there had been 100,000 female teachers and 3,000 female doctors. Within a year most had been sacked or ‘encouraged’ to leave. After 1933, they could not be appointed to civil service positions. In 1936, women were forbidden to become a judge. Most women’s associations closed down voluntarily and some women’s leaders were arrested or assassinated. Instead, the Nazis set up the Nazi Women’s League. It took no part in politics and, through its twice-weekly magazine Frauen Warte which had a circulation of almost two million, encouraged its members to be good housekeepers.


Family life: Kinder, Küche, Kirche


As well as meeting Aryan race ideals, to fit into the Nazi Volksgemeinschaft, German women had to also meet Nazi social requirements. These, essentially, can be summed up in the phrase: Children, Kitchen, Church (Kinder, Küche, Kirche): the ‘three Ks’.


The Nazis believed that the family was the foundation unit of the German nation. They taught that Weimar society had devalued the family, but that they aimed to support and enhance it.


The Nazi family was based on the traditional medieval notion of society rooted in love of homeland and ties of kinship, where the father was strong and the worker/provider, while the mother was gentle and the nurturer.


The Nazis turned Mother’s Day into a national festival day celebrating family life.


Appearance


Nazi women were expected not to wear makeup, trousers or high heels. Their hair should be arranged in plaits or a bun. Slimming was discouraged because it might harm the woman’s ability to bear children. Smoking was discouraged because it was ‘un-German’. The women’s section of the DAF ruled that ‘painted and powdered’ women and those who smoked ‘in hotels, cafés, in the street and so on’ would be excluded from their meetings.



Nazi actions and policies to change the lives of women and the family



Marriage and babies


The ideal Nazi mothers had lots of children and German women were given incentives to do so:





•  The Law to Reduce Unemployment (1933) offered a 600 mark marriage loan to employed women who married and left work. The debt was reduced by a quarter for every child, so couples had children specifically to ‘baby-off’ the loan.



•  After 1935, families were given welfare allowances. At first, this was a single grant for families with six children; in 1936 it was replaced by regular payments for the 5th child onwards, and in 1938 from the 3rd child … all paid for by increased taxes on the childless.



•  Mothers of many children were celebrated and given the right to go to the front of queues. After 1938, on significant days such as Mothering Sunday or the day of Hitler’s mother’s birthday, 12 August, women with four or more children were given an ‘Honour Cross’ (bronze for four children, silver for six and gold for eight). These women were also able to benefit from lower taxation levels and increased state benefits.



•  Contraception and abortion became much harder to get.



•  SS members were expected to have four children. After 1935, unmarried mothers were encouraged to live in ‘Life-Source’ (Lebensborn) homes where SS men could impregnate them.



•  Childless couples were encouraged to divorce so that the woman could have the chance of becoming pregnant with someone else. In 1938, divorces to end childless marriages were made easier to obtain.
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Source A Joseph Goebbels commenting on the role of women under National Socialism, 1929.


The mission of women is to be beautiful and bring children into the world. This is not at all as rude and unmodern as it sounds. The female bird pretties herself for her mate and hatches eggs for him. In exchange, the male takes care of gathering the feed, and stands guard and wards off the enemy.
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Sterilisation and imprisonment


Having babies was not without its risks. The Nazis only wanted ‘valuable’ mothers, who would have Aryan babies. Consequently, if you wanted a marriage loan, you had to have a Certificate of Suitability for Marriage, signed by a doctor. What the doctor was looking for was defined in the Law for the Prevention of Hereditarily Diseased Offspring (1933) – feeblemindedness, schizophrenia, depression, epilepsy, blindness, deafness, physical deformity and alcoholism. Women who were physically unable to bear children, or who had extra- or pre-marital sex were also rejected. About one in 25 women failed to get a Certificate.


The problem with this was that the 1933 Diseased Offspring law enacted that: ‘anyone who is hereditarily ill within the meaning of this law … can be sterilised’. Thus, the woman, who had gone joyfully to ask her doctor for a wedding Certificate, instead found herself, not only refused permission to marry, but being sterilised! By 1939, an estimated 350,000 women had been sterilised by ‘Genetic Health Courts’.


And since refusal was linked to some kind of mental, physical or social unsuitability for the Volksgemeinschaft, women who had failed the Certificate could then find themselves being put in a workhouse or a concentration camp.


Similarly, after 1938, mothers proposed for an Honour Cross were vetted by the League of Large Families. If it was found that they neglected their children or their housework, they would be ‘re-educated’ and if they proved unreformable, they were sent to a concentration camp.
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Source B ‘To Be German is to Be Strong’ – a speech by the Nazi Women’s League leader Gertrud Scholtz-Klink, printed in a 1936 issue of Frauen Warte.


The deepest calling we women have is: motherhood … We know and believe that all German women will accept this calling. More and more faithful helpers will join our ranks, working cheerfully and strongly as we have done in the past. Not only those women with children will become mothers of the nation, but rather each German woman and each girl will become one of the Führer’s little helpers.
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