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Chapter One
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Dear Zoo


We think one of your wild animals has eksaped. It is maskarading makscrading pretending to be a teacher in our shcool. Would you like it back? Its name is Mr Crabbe.


Yours sinserly


Joseph Ryan and Gemma Fairchild


Aged 7


Marvale School
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Joey and Gemma had written that nearly two years ago. Not much had changed since then. They were still friends. Some weeks anyway. They still went to Marvale School, a stone’s throw from Marvale Zoo. On a good day you could see the giraffes from the school playground. On a bad day you could smell the elephants from anywhere.
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And Crabbo was still the pits. Mean and miserable, always snarling, always on the look-out for someone to pick on.
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So no one exactly bawled their eyes after The Accident. A freak, one in a million kind of accident that lost Crabbo to the classroom forever.


It was all down to a case of him being in the wrong place at the wrong time. Being in the staffroom just as Daffodil, the hippo from Marvale Zoo, was being winched overhead, to be precise.
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Daffodil was en route to the vet’s for emergency surgery. She didn’t much take to crane travel. She began to panic.


The crane began to buckle under the strain of one and a half tons of struggling hippo. The whole thing collapsed over Marvale School.
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Poor Daffodil plummeted through the staff room roof and landed smack on top of Crabbo. He never stood a chance. He was flatter than a pancake in less than a second.
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