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SPEAKING AND LISTENING• Encourage the child to talk about thefront cover illustration. Ask what he/shethinks the book is going to be about. • Ask the child what he/she already knowsabout the slave trade. Do they know whattime it took place? Do they know whichcountries were involved? Do they knowwhy people became slaves, and why theywere traded?


• Look at the map on page 16. Ask thechild to explain the trade route. Remindthe child about specifics: Where did itstart? What kinds of goods were soldalong the way? How long did the fulljourney take?


• How might the slaves have felt beingseparated from their family and sold intoslavery? Talk about how the child mightfeel if he/she were separated from theirfamily. Look at ʻFamily lifeʼ on page 33 for help.


READING• Read the added passages andquotations from first hand accounts, suchas the one at the bottom of page 12. Whatdo these add to the text? Does it help thechild better understand the slave trade?• Read the posters on page 9 and page27. Discuss what these posters weremeant for. Why were some words largerthan others?


WRITING• Read the poem by Maya Angelou onpage 9. Ask the child to write his/her ownpoem about slavery. The poem could beabout how it felt to be a slave, or abouthow it would feel to finally get freedom. • On page 29, the process of refiningsugar is examined. Ask the child to writestep-by-step instructions of how sugar isrefined. The child could then show his/herinstructions to another child or adult tosee if the instructions can be followed.


• Write a biography of a real slave. Useother non-fiction books and the Internet to research about a slave. Make sure youcheck that the books and websites aresuitable before the child reads them.


Across the curriculum


LANGUAGE• Because slaves came from all over,speaking was a huge barrier for slaves.As a result, African languages mixed withEnglish and French, and created a newlanguage – Creole. Have the childdiscover how to say simple words inCreole.


MUSIC• Music was extremely important forslaves. Look up videos or audio clips ofslave music. Discuss how the music hasimpacted music today.


HISTORY• Slavery began long before the slavetrade in Africa. Read pages 10 and 11about slavery from other times and inother countries. Ask the child why slaveryhas been around for so many centuries.How do they feel about slavery?


Black History: Africa and the Slave Trade – teaching notes
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Extract from Still I Rise by Maya Angeloureprinted onpage 9 with kind permission of LittleBrown and Random House.
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Slavery has existed in parts of the world for thousands of years.Asslaves, people were traded and kept as possessions to serve theirowners. It wasn’t until the Transatlantic Slave Trade began that somany were enslaved and transported from one continent –Africa.


Introduction



Ancient slavery


There was slavery in the ancient civilisations of Egypt, Greece and Rome, and theDomesday Book records slaves living allover the British Isles in 1086. In Africa,slaves were captured as a result of warsbetween different tribes from as early as3400 BCE. From the 7th century, Africanslaves were also traded by Muslimmerchants. However, there have been 


no examples in history to match the scale of the Transatlantic Slave Trade that took place between the 16th and 19th centuries, at a time when trade in humans was considered by most people to be acceptable.


Transatlantic Slave Trade
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